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Introduction

We live in a computerized society—and, increasingly, knowledge
of computer terminology paves the way to personal and profes-
sional advancement.

o Commerce on the Internet is now estimated to make a
contribution in excess of $300 billion annually to the U.S.
economy. If you want to be part of this, you'll need to
know why strong authentication is necessary, how to tell the
difference between a digital signature and a certificate, and
why cookies are needed to implement virtual shopping carts.

e Computer knowledge and expertise bring big payoffs in
the job market. In today’s job market, though, yesterday’s
computer skills won’t pay off. You’ll be wise to know the
difference between Java and Javascript, why virtual private
networks (VPN) are replacing leased lines, and whether
ActiveX or JavaBeans represents the best choice for adding
active content to a Web page.

e Currently, the Internet is available in an estimated 50 per-
cent of U.S. households. A major impetus is electronic
mail, which is increasingly a favorite method of staying in
touch. Unless you want to be left in the dark, you'll be
wise to know what people are talking about when they
begin that litany of acronyms: S/MIME, POP, IMAR
X.509, LDAPR and many more.

e Buying a computer s your ticket to better performance in
school and a better job after graduation. If you're thinking
about purchasing a computer, or upgrading an existing
one, you'll need to choose between such obscure things as
EDO RAM and SDRAM, a G4 and a Pentium I1I, and—if
you want an SCSI device—whether you need Fast SCSI,
Wide SCSI, or Ulira Wide SCSI If your head’s spinning,
welcome to the club.

This book can help. Offering thousands of definitions in every
area of computer and Internet technology, this botk defines
terms in clear, plain English. What’s more, it goes beyond merely
defining the terms; you'll find additional background informa-
tion that will prove invaluable in understanding why a particular
term is important and how it relates to others. For example, the
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