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57 ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for executing a strategy of elec 
tronic throttle monitoring of a powertrain system including 
an electronic powertrain control module, and an electronic 
throttle control, includes an independent processor receiving 
signals shared with the powertrain control module from 
sensors and actuators on the vehicle. The monitor operates 
in a monitoring mode to detect faults occurring in the 
powertrain or the powertrain control module, and deter 
mines whether mitigating conditions occur in conjunction 
with detected power output greater than power demand. In 
the event that these mitigating conditions are not detected, 
the monitor operates in a limiting mode to actuate decreases 
in power output below the level of power demand. 
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1. 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
ELECTRONIC THROTTLE MONITORING 

FIELD OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

The present invention relates to motor vehicle electronic 
throttle control with an electronic throttle monitor to detect 
and react to failure of portions of the powertrain control 
module (PCM) that affect the electronic throttle control 
system. 

BACKGROUND 

Many previously known motor vehicle throttle controls 
have a direct physical linkage between an accelerator pedal 
and the throttle body so that the throttle plate is pulled open 
by the accelerator cable as the driver depresses the pedal. 
The direct mechanical linkage includes biasing that defaults 
the linkage to a reduced operating position, in a manner 
consistent with regulations. Nevertheless, such mechanisms 
are often simple and unable to adapt fuel consumption 
efficiency to changing traveling conditions, and add signifi 
cant weight and components to the motor vehicle. 
An alternative control for improving throttle control and 

the efficient introduction of fuel air mixtures into the engine 
cylinders is presented by electronic throttle controls. The 
electronic throttle control includes a throttle control unit that 
positions the throttle plate by an actuator controlled by a 
microprocessor based on the current operating state deter 
mined by sensors. The processors are often includes as part 
of a powertrain electronic control that can adjust the fuel air 
intake and ignition in response to changing conditions of 
vehicle operation as well as operator control. Protection may 
be provided so that an electronic system does not misread or 
misdirect the control and so that unintended operation is 
avoided when portions of the electronic control suffer a 
failure. 

One previously known type of protection to avoid unin 
tended actuation of excessive throttle is to employ sensor 
redundancies, whereby more than one sensor responds to a 
particular condition so that the failure of a single sensor or 
an electronic component does not induce a throttle position 
greater than driver command. 

Additionally, certain hardware backups of the PCM are 
available, for example, fixed fuel and spark commands along 
with a default throttle angle command sent via hardware 
when certain PCM failures are detected. This does not cover 
for all PCM failures, though. Use of multiple PCMs could 
resolve this. However, it raises the issue of how to select 
which PCM use. Additionally, the proliferation of parallel or 
redundant components can be expensive and does not 
address multiple failures or failures in components that have 
not been replaced by an act of an alternative component. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTON 

The present invention overcomes the above-mentioned 
disadvantages by providing an electronic throttle monitor for 
a motor vehicle powertrain control system with a powertrain 
control module (PCM) having a processor and with an 
electronic throttle control. The electronic throttle monitor 
comprises an independent processor that performs a first set 
of functions in a normal operating mode including reading 
a set of powertrain sensors and commanders shared with a 
powertrain control module to determine if detected power is 
greater than demanded power. The monitor performs a 
second restricting function limiting output power to less than 
demanded power when detected power greater than 
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2 
demanded power has been detected. The monitor can be 
employed in combination with the powertrain control mod 
ule by linkage with an appropriate interface. 

In the preferred embodiment, the Electronic Throttle 
Monitor (ETM) is an independent means of monitoring the 
powertrain and its powertrain control module (PCM) or the 
electronic throttle control system, to ensure that neither a 
control module fault nor a system fault can result in an 
excessive engine operation. Preferably, the ETM is limited 
to monitoring the state of the Electronic Throttle Control 
(ETC) system, and limits the power delivered by the pow 
ertrain in the event of a fault that results in a power greater 
than demanded condition. In the normal operating mode, the 
electronic throttle monitor reads a set of powertrain sensors 
and communication interfaces from signals shared with the 
powertrain control module. Upon detection of a power 
output greater than demanded, the electronic throttle moni 
tor operates in a restricting mode to reduce detected power 
to less than demanded power while continuing to monitor 
the system. 

Preferably, the electronic throttle monitor receives inputs 
from chassis sensors and from driver control sensors and 
communicates indicia to the driver. Likewise, the electronic 
throttle monitor checks outputs from the powertrain system 
and provides corrective inputs to the powertrain control 
module. In addition, the monitor provides control signals to 
the powertrain control module as well as receiving sensor 
signals from the powertrain system components. Moreover, 
external diagnostic data interfaces can request diagnostic 
data from the electronic throttle monitor and a monitor can 
provide diagnostic data responses to those requests. 

Accordingly, the present invention provides a method and 
apparatus for an electronic throttle control system that will 
not be subject to single fault system failures and the asso 
ciated effects, such as defeating a redundancy of sensors, due 
to a single fault resulting in detected power greater than 
power demanded. The electronic throttle monitor operates 
independently of but with the same inputs as are shared by 
the powertrain control module to accommodate proper func 
tioning of the powertrain in response to driver commands 
and proper functioning of the powertrain control module. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The present invention will be more clearly understood by 
reference to the following detailed description of a preferred 
embodiment when read in conjunction with the accompa 
nying drawing in which like reference characters refer to 
like parts throughout the views and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view of portions of a powertrain 
system including electronic controls and an electronic 
throttle monitor for motor vehicles according to the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of general monitoring tasks 
performed by the monitor shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a preferred main program of 
an electronic throttle monitor shown in FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 4 is a state diagram of interactive operating states in 
the powertrain system including the electronic throttle moni 
tor of FIGS. 1 and 2. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring first to FIG. 1, a motor vehicle powertrain 
system 10 including electronic throttle control system 12 
includes an electronic control unit 14. In the preferred 
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embodiment, the electronic control unit 14 includes a pow 
ertrain control module (PCM) 16 including a main processor 
and an electronic throttle monitor (ETM) 18 including an 
independent processor. The PCM and ETM share sensors 19 
and actuators that are associated with the powertrain system 
17 and control module 16. Preferably, the electronic throttle 
monitor 18 includes a processor physically located within 
the powertrain control module housing, although a separate 
housing, separate locations and other embodiments can also 
be employed in practicing the invention. Moreover, while 
the electronic throttle monitor 18 and the powertrain control 
module 16 have independent processors, they share the 
inputs and outputs of powertrain sensors 19 and actuators 21 
and 34, respectively, for the independent processing. 
A wide variety of inputs are represented in the FIG. 1 

diagram by the diagrammatic representation of redundant 
pedal position sensors 20. The sensors 20 are coupled 
through inputs 22 and are representative of many different 
driver controls that may demonstrate the demand for power. 
In addition, the electronic control unit 14 includes inputs 26 
for detecting output power representations. A variety of 
ways for providing such indications is simply, diagrammati 
cally represented in FIG. 1 by the redundant throttle position 
sensors 24 to obtain a power output indication. As a result 
of the many inputs represented at 19, 22 and 26, the 
electronic controller 14 provides outputs for limiting output 
power so that output power does not exceed power demand. 
A variety of outputs are also diagrammatically represented 
in FIG. 1 by the illustrated example of inputs to a throttle 
control unit 28 that in turn powers an actuator and motive 
interface 30 for displacing the throttle plate 34. For example, 
an actuator and interface may comprise redundant drive 
motors powering a gear interface to change the angle of the 
throttle plate 34 in the throttle body 36. 

Likewise, the responsive equipment like motors may also 
provide feedback, for example, the motor position sensor 38 
or the throttle position sensors 24 may provide feedback to 
the throttle control unit 28, as shown at 37 and 27, 
respectively, to determine whether alternative responses are 
required or to maintain information for service or repair. 

In any event, the throttle plate adjustment equipment 30 
shown in FIG. 1 is only an example of equipment for 
limiting power output. The limiting operation may include 
responsive equipment such as spark timing set to a prede 
termined spark advance, preferably a setting that corre 
sponds to an idle condition, or systems delivering fuel to the 
cylinders, for example, a fuel setting corresponding to an 
idle condition, may also be employed to provide the proper 
response of decreasing power output when a power output 
level detected exceeds the power demand level. Additional 
inputs and responses will be discussed below. 

Moreover, powertrain electronic controls have been 
designed with powertrain system protection (PSP) functions 
which provide for a scale-down mode of the operation in the 
event of a failure. For example, the angle of the throttle plate 
within the throttle body may be limited to restrict airflow 
through the throttle body when an electronic failure is 
detected. In addition, ignition timing can be set to a prede 
termined level that reduces power produced by the power 
train upon detection of an electronic fault. In addition, fuel 
delivery can be restricted to reduce the amount of power 
produced by the powertrain. However, a failure of any of 
these systems, particularly electronic failures, can adversely 
affect the system's ability to counteract a condition that 
induces power output exceeding power demand. Moreover, 
detection of a fault may reduce power output even where 
response to a system failure is not required to reduce output 
below demand. 
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Operative controls 21 for setting demand are illustrated as 

a pedal activated by a driver's foot, but may include other 
manipulators. For example, while an accelerator pedal is 
used to demand power from the powertrain, the brake and . 
clutch pedals can be used to temporarily disengage vehicle 
speed control through associated switches. In addition, a 
brake on/off switch, a brake pedal switch, a clutch engaged 
switch for a manual transmission and redundant pedal 
position sensors may be input to the electronic control unit 
14. Likewise, hand controls used to specify gear selection or 
to select a cruise mode of operation for maintaining vehicle 
speed are included as inputs. For example, an on/off switch 
for a cruise control and its RESUME and CANCEL, Set? 
Accel and Set/Coast switches, a neutral switch and reverse 
Switch for manual transmissions, and transmission range 
switches for automatic transmissions can provide digital or 
analog inputs to the electronic control unit 14. Likewise, the 
driver may receive indicia such as an illuminating represen 
tative indicator, for example an indicator light on the 
dashboard, indicating when an electronic throttle monitor 18 
has entered a restricted mode of operation. 
The powertrain control module 16 has a central process 

ing unit that communicates with an independent processor in 
the electronic throttle monitor 18. Signals between the 
powertrain control module 16 and the electronic throttle 
monitor 18 are handled via a serial peripheral interface (SPI) 
for communication, including, for example, coded signals 
for ETM faults, a flag indicating that the cruise control is 
enabled, a Diagnostic Recording Device Contains Data flag, 
and a Neutral/in gear status signal, the information being 
passed on a periodic basis. If the communication link is lost, 
each of the powertrain electronic control module 16. and the 
electronic throttle monitor 18 sets the parameters to default 
values, a restrictive state. For example, a default setting may 
be to switch from a drive pedal follower transfer function to 
a less responsive setting, for example, the Reverse transfer 
function, that has a reduced response level to pedal depres 
sion. Other outputs passed from the powertrain control 
module 16 over the communications interface (SPI) include 
cruise mode status, Reverse/forward status, Neutral/in gear 
status, calibration identification, vehicle speed such as from 
an ABS module, and other throttle control functions. 
The electronic throttle monitor 18 interfaces with the 

powertrain 10 by signals that put the vehicle in a restricted 
mode of operation to decrease the power to the powertrain 
when certain subsystems fail. For example, a Powertrain 
Systems Protect (PSP) enabling signal can actuate protection 
normally commanded by the powertrain control module 16. 
For example, the ETM can disable the main PCM and thus 
force a fixed fuel and spark control via hardware that 
corresponds to an idle condition. Similarly, an injector 
disable signal can disable fuel injectors to discontinue 
combustion altogether. The ETM may also provide a redun 
dant throttle position signal to the throttle control unit 28. 
Sensor signals received from the powertrain include cylinder 
head temperature, engine speed, vehicle speed, numbers of 
injectors on, and throttle position 24. 
The electronic throttle monitor 18 will have an interface 

that can be connected to external equipment such as diag 
nostic equipment as shown at 57 in FIG. 3. The external 
equipment can access information in the monitor 18 to 
diagnose vehicle system failures throughout the life of the 
vehicle. The external equipment will provide parameters 
that control the state of the diagnostic interface while the 
monitor 18 responds to the request for selected parameters 
with specific data. The electronic throttle monitor 18 also 
includes a diagnostic recording device 58 which is a data 
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logging device that continuously logs data to provide a flight 
recorder-like function. Storage of this data is triggered by 
communication with the chassis, for example, an inertia 
switch's digital signal. An interface to an engineering diag 
nostic or data recording device on a time available basis 
provides information management without interfering with 
powertrain system operation, and it avoids interfering with 
powertrain operation when the interface is being serviced or 
is totally disconnected. 
The overall operating format for the electronic throttle 

monitor 18 shown in FIG. 2 demonstrates a normal 
operation, the state in which the ETM 18 monitors the 
vehicle operation when the ignition has been actuated. When 
the monitoring detects a fault, three restricting modes of 
operation are also illustrated in FIG. 2. The ETM does not 
interfere with engine operation so long as powertrain control 
module 16 maintains power output below power demand. 
Nevertheless, when the powertrain control module is unable 
to maintain that condition, the ETM 18 introduces restricted 
mode commands to the electronic throttle control system 12 
and scales down the operation of the engine. This may be 
accomplished by reducing fuel delivery, using a sequential 
injector cut-off mechanism, or induce reliance upon a dif 
ferent transfer function for response to the driver demand, or 
other features discussed in greater detail below. If the 
restricting mode fails to decrease power output below power 
demand levels, the restricted operation becomes shut-down 
mode, for example, cutting off fuel delivery to the injectors. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, the main program 40 of the 
electronic throttle monitor 18 is shown to be initiated by 
ignition key actuation at 42. The first loop through the 
software program 40 must be completed within a predeter 
mined time from key through the first loop before the fuel 
injectors will be enabled by an appropriate signal. Therefore, 
the first loop must be completed quickly enough to not 
adversely affect starting the engine. After power-up initial 
ization processes 44 and 48, and the first time through the 
loop are completed, the main processing loop will run at a 
predetermined fixed rate. If a monitor 18 failure is detected 
by the Power On Self Test 44 or the Built-In Test 46, the 
monitor of the preferred embodiment will determine that 
power restrictions are imposed or disable all injectors, 
depending on the fault detected. Additionally, the ETM 18 
may send a periodic signal to a special hardware circuit that 
if not properly "pulsed" will shut the engine off. This is to 
protect against loss of the monitor. If the monitor 18 
recovers from the failure, the system will be allowed to 
recover to its normal state after an ignition reset, by 
re-actuation performed by the driver, has occurred. Other 
modes of clearing other restricted modes, for example 
reenabling a disabled cruise control or a disabled Forward 
pedal follower transfer function, may require other control 
ler manipulations by the driver for reenabling these func 
tions. 
The Power On Self-Test 44 includes a number of tests 

including stack, RAM, ROM/EPROM, A/D convertor, and 
timer. Upon power-up, the portion of RAM allocated to 
system stack is tested prior to calling any functions or 
enabling any interrupts. In the RAM test, the system RAM 
will be tested to detect address and data bits that are stuck 
or shorted to other bits. In the ROM test, a checksum shall 
be performed to verify that ROM/EPROM's can be success 
fully programmed. In addition, A-D conversions are done in 
the convertor test and proper operation of the counter/timer 
circuits is determined. After the Power On Self-Test 44, the 
initialization task 48 initializes hardware and the registers. 

During I/O Tasks 50, the powertrain sensor input signals 
are read, filtered and checked for failures in every software 
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6 
loop. As a result, a series of status signals are received and/or 
calculated in this task preferably including brake status, 
cruise switch input, cruise control On, diagnostic enabling, 
engine coolant temperature, engine speed and engine 
acceleration, pedal position sensor signals, foot-on-pedal 
flags, injector status, throttle position sensor processing, 
transmission mode, idle engine RPM limit and PCM to ETM 
communications, vehicle speed and acceleration, driver 
demand and dashpot demand. Input processing of driver 
demand preferably follows one of two transfer functions that 
the pedal follower system uses for determining a response to 
the driver's requested throttle position. A Forward transfer 
function is used for most conditions including driver 
requested Neutral or Drive while a less aggressive Reverse 
transfer function is used only when the driver has requested 
Reverse or when a protection command is generated from 
the powertrain control module 16 or the electronic throttle 
monitor 18. 

For the monitoring task, the monitor 18 observes the 
powertrain system and transitions between the monitor 
states based on current operating conditions of the vehicle 
and determinations that the powertrain system is functioning 
properly based on each monitor state. As best shown in FIG. 
4, the monitor states are crank 60, idle 62, drive 64, dashpot 
66, cruise 68, PSP 70 and injector disablement 72. The 
monitor always begins in the crank state 60, from which 
transitions are made into the other states as shown in FIG. 
4. If the monitor detects actual operating parameters repre 
sentative of output power greater than demanded power, the 
monitor 18 will initiate an appropriate restricted mode of 
operation, for example, disengaging cruise control, forcing 
operation according to the Reverse pedal follower transfer 
function, initiating PSP (for example, fixed fuel or fixed 
sparkhardware control) in the powertrain control module 16 
or disabling the injectors. 
The current state of the monitor task 56 is tracked. At 

power-up, the state is initialized to Crank state and the 
system then transitions to the other states. In the Crank state, 
the monitor 18 monitors engine rpm to determine when to 
exit to Idle state. The monitor 18 double-checks the redun 
dant engine RPM sensors during Crank state 60 by looking 
at injector activity to determine if the engine is running in 
order to protect against a loss of engine speed signal. 

In the Cruise State 68, the monitor 18 looks for requests 
for cruise deactivation such as the brake Off switch, Cancel 
switch actuation that enables the set speed to be retained, or 
a speed limiter control which does not permit engagement of 
cruise at high vehicle speeds. In addition, the monitor 18 
determines if vehicle acceleration exceeds maximum allow 
able closed loop speed control acceleration levels. If cruise 
deactivation commands or unacceptable levels of accelera 
tion are detected, then the monitor 18 disables cruise control 
via request to the powertrain control module 16. 

In the drive state 64, the monitor 18 detects actual throttle 
angle and compares it to driver requested throttle angle. If 
the actual throttle angle is greater than the driver requested 
throttle angle, the monitor 18 will check to see if the 
electronic control unit 14 is mitigating the failure by shutting 
off injectors. If the failure persists and is not mitigated by the 
powertrain control module 16, the monitor 18 will transition 
to PSP state 70. 

At idle state 62, the monitor 18 detects engine speed and 
compares it to the maximum engine speed limit. If actual 
engine speed is greater than the limit as calculated in the I/O 
Tasks 50 based on normal idle speed, the monitor 18 checks 
to see if the vehicle is coasting downhill (i.e., not producing 
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positive torque as indicated by low throttle angle). If the 
failure persists and the vehicle is not coasting downhill, the 
monitor 18 will transition to PSP state 70. 

In dashpot state 66, the monitor 18 detects actual throttle 
angle and compares it to the dashpot requested throttle 
angle. If actual throttle angle is greater than the dashpot 
requested throttle angle, the monitor 18 checks for the 
mitigation of output greater than demand by the powertrain 
control module 16. If the failure persists and is not mitigated 
by the powertrain control module 16, the monitor 18 can 
transition to PSP state 70. 

The PSP state 70 is entered after a power output greater 
than power demand fault has been detected. The monitor 18 
monitors engine speed and compares it to maximum engine 
speed limit allowed/expected during hardware control of 
fuel and spark. When the speed is greater than the limit, the 
monitor will disable all injectors and exit to the Injector 
Disablement state 72. When the monitor 18 stays in PSP 
state 70, the monitor 18 will not transition back to any of the 
normal operating states until a key Off/key back On 
re-initialization occurs. 

In any event, the monitor task 56 provides the opportunity 
for selecting outputs depending upon the input condition 
detected. For example, the monitor 18 may provide signals 
to command the powertrain control module 16 to use the 
Reverse pedal-to-throttle transfer function or to deactivate 
the cruise control, if necessary and thus mitigate/prevent 
discrepancies between the two processors. In addition, the 
ETM can force a protective function such as disabling PCM 
control of fuel, spark and throttle, thus forcing the system 
into idle condition. Furthermore, the monitor can provide a 
direct output to the injection drivers to completely disable 
the injectors if necessary. 
As a result, the electronic throttle monitor 18 of the 

present invention assures proper operation of a powertrain 
control module 16 and the powertrain system 10 of a motor 
vehicle while monitoring sampled functions. In addition, the 
monitor 18 shares inputs previously employed in a power 
train control to independently verify that the powertrain 
control module 16 and the powertrain system 10 is operating 
in a manner to avoid a power output greater than power 
demand condition. As a result, the present invention pro 
vides a method and apparatus having an additional layer of 
protection to previously known redundancy layers and pow 
ertrain system protection layers previously developed. 

Having thus described the present invention, many modi 
fications will become apparent to those skilled in the art to 
which it pertains without departing from the scope and spirit 
of the present invention as defined in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An electronic throttle monitor for a motor vehicle 

powertrain system with an electronic throttle control and a 
powertrain control module (PCM) including a main proces 
sor comprising: 

a processor independent of the main processor, said 
independent processor ordered to perform a monitoring 
function in a first operating mode including reading a 
set of powertrain sensors and communication interfaces 
shared with the PCM and determining when detected 
power is greater than demanded power; 

said processor being programmed to perform a limiting 
function in a second operating mode for limiting 
detected power to less than demanded power when 
detected power is greater than demanded power. 
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2. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said 

powertrain control module includes powertrain control mod 
ule limiter commands and said second operating mode 
comprises enabling said powertrain control module limiter 
commands. 

3. The invention as defined in claim 2 wherein said 
monitor transfers state information to said powertrain con 
trol module. 

4. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said motor 
vehicle powertrain system includes fuel injectors and 
wherein said second operating mode comprises disabling 
said fuel injectors. 

5. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
powertrain system includes a cruise control and wherein said 
second operating mode comprises disengaging said cruise 
control. 

6. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
powertrain control module includes a pedal follower transfer 
function and wherein said second operating mode comprises 
modifying the pedal follower transfer function. 

7. The invention as defined in claim 6 wherein said 
powertrain control module includes a Forward pedal fol 
lower transfer function and a Reverse pedal follower transfer 
function of reduced slope, and wherein said second operat 
ing mode comprises disabling said Forward pedal follower 
transfer function. 

8. An electronic throttle control for a motor vehicle 
powertrain comprising: 

a powertrain control module, sensors, actuators, and an 
electronic throttle control; 

an interface including inputs from said sensors shared 
with the powertrain control module; 

an electronic throttle monitor including an independent 
processor including a first operating mode determining 
whether engine power exceeds power demand and a 
second operating mode enabling one of a plurality of 
decreasing power output signals. 

9. The invention as defined in claim 8 wherein said first 
monitoring mode comprises monitoring driver input state. 

10. The invention as defined in claim 8 wherein said first 
monitoring mode comprises monitoring dashpot state. 

11. The invention as defined in claim 10 wherein said 
monitoring dashpot state comprises comparing actual 
throttle plate position to expected throttle plate position. 

12. The invention as defined in claim 8 wherein said first 
monitoring mode comprises monitoring engine idling state. 

13. The invention as defined in claim 12 wherein said 
monitoring engine idling state comprises comparing engine 
speed to desired speed. 

14. The invention as defined in claim 8 wherein said first 
monitoring mode comprises monitoring cruise control state. 

15. The invention as defined in claim 14 wherein said 
monitoring cruise control state comprises comparing vehicle 
acceleration to a cruise control acceleration limit and by 
monitoring driver requested canceling of cruise control. 

16. The invention as defined in claim 8 wherein said first 
monitoring mode comprises monitoring drive state. 

17. The invention as defined in claim 16 wherein said 
monitoring drive state comprises comparing desired throttle 
plate position to actual throttle plate position. 

18. The invention as defined in claim 8 wherein said first 
monitoring mode comprises monitoring crank state. 

19. The invention as defined in claim 18 wherein said 
monitoring crank state comprises comparing engine speed to 
engine speed crank threshold. 

20. A method for monitoring a motor vehicle powertrain 
having a powertrain control module with a processor for 
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controlling actuators and responding to sensors for engine 
throttle control comprising: 

monitoring by independently processing inputs shared 
with the powertrain control module for detecting a 
power level greater than power demand, and 

decreasing the power level when detected power level is 
greater than power demand and a fault in said power 
train control module fails to control said actuators. 

21. The invention as defined in claim 20 wherein said 
powertrain control module includes hardware control of 
spark, fuel and throttle and wherein said decreasing step 
comprises actuating said hardware. 

22. The invention as defined in claim 21 wherein said 
decreasing power level step comprises forcing limitation 
control by said powertrain control module. 

10 

10 
23. The invention as defined in claim 22 wherein said 

decreasing commanded power level step comprises com 
manding a restricted level of engine operation. 

24. The invention as defined in claim 22 wherein said 
decreasing commanded power level step comprises dis 
abling engine operation. 

25. The invention as defined in claim 24 wherein said 
disabling step comprises shutting of fuel. 

26. The invention as defined in claim 20 and further 
comprising storing data in a diagnostic recording device. 

27. The invention as defined in claim 20 and further 
comprising diagnosing the system via external hardware 
independent of said monitoring. 

:k ck k k -k 
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