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usu. 01 a reduced ro1c, rather thnn In ind,vidu,I µaymom . 
4. Math. & Log,c. To sacisfy or eng11g,: in n commu1nri~c 
operation. -tr. 1. To substitute lone ,bing for anmhcr); ex­
d1•ns• Z. To change (n penalty, dcbr, or pnymenr) ro ~ le .. 
5,.,ere one. - "· An Jct or in~r.,nce of commurlng, [1\•IE com· 
11111tt14 to rmnsfomi. < Lar~ eommiitdrc . r:om•, com- ..:.. 1mi-
1fire, ro cbongc; sec mel- ••.) 

,om•mut·er (k,-mroo 1 t>r) "· One tbnt iravcls regularly from 
one place ~o Jnothor. >5 from suburb !<l cit)' und back. 

co• mo (kol mo}. A rosorr ciry of ' Italy neor rhe Swbs border 
or the \V end u( Lake Como. Pop. 95. I S3. 

com•o·rln (kllm 1,r-fo), Cape. A cnpe at ,he southcmmo 1 
point of lndi.1 projceting inro rhe Ind inn 0cenn. 

com•o•ros (kllm ' ~·roz'). ,\ ,ountry coex,cnsivc with ,he 
comoro Islands in the Indi:in 0.:e3n off SE Africo. The is-
1,nds declared Lhdr independence from France in 197S, al­
rhough Mnyom,, the lnrg.cst of the group, voted to rcroin lt< 
s1~1us ns a French territory. Cap. Moroni. Pop. 346,992.. 

co•mose (k6 1 mii•' ) adj. Bot. Ho,•ing. como; comotc. 
comp 1 (kll,np) ;,,ir,11. comped, comp• Ing. comps. Mus. To 

ploy • jazz Jccomponimcnt. [Shorr fot .,CCOMPANV.j 
comp2 (ki!lmp) 11. luformt1/. Somerhing. such ns a th~tcr ticker 

or • book, gieen free of charge. [Shon or C0.\11'1.lMENT•RY .] 
, amp. ,,bbr. 1. Companion. Z. Compourive. 3. Compcnsntion. 

4.a, Compllarion; compiler. b. Compiled. S . Complete. 
6. Compose; composer. 7. Composite; composition. compos· 
itor. 8. Compound. 9. Comprising. 

com•pact ' (bm-pokt 1 k<'lm-, k6m 1 pak,1) adj. 1. Closdy and 
firmly uni1cd or packed together; den~. 2. Occup)''"S li1tlc 
space c.omparcd with otl,crs oi iis type. 3. Brief and tO · the 
point: concise. 4. , lru-kcd bi• or h••lng a short, solid phy­
sique. - •· (k;nn-p4.kt' ) -pact•ed. -pact• lng. -pacts. -tr. 
1. To pre.,, or join ,rmly together. Z.a. To make by prc«ing 
or joining together; compose. b. To "onsolidarc; combine. 
- /11tr. To be capnblc of being pressed 1ighdy together or m 
become so pressed: garbage that compacJs tnsily. - 11 . 
(k6ni 1 p:ikt 1). 1. A sm"II enJc conraining o mirror. pressed 
powder, nd a po\Vd"r puff. Z. An aucon,obilc 1h~t 1s bigger 
in ,izc th3n a subcompac1 but smaller 1h1111 nn intermediate. 
[ME < Lu. ,ompiictus, p.pnrt. of ,ampingere, to pur t0gether 
: com-, corn- 4-- paug1JrlJ, to fo:sn:ni see pag-* .] - com• 
pact' ly odu. - com• pact' ness 11. 

com•pact 2 (kom ' pakt') n . An agreement or a covenant. [Lat. 
c9mpaci.11m, ncur. p.part. o( i;ompacisc~ ro agree : com#, com­
+ pttciscf, to ngree; see rar.r.) 

com•pact disk (kom'piikt') or compact disc n. A small op­
tical disk on which matrer such :is dnta or music is encoded. 

com•pac•tion (lqm-paklshan) 11, The process of compacting 
or the state of being compacted. 

com,pac•tor or com•pact•er (k~m-pilk 1 r.,r, kom'pik'-) 11. 
An oppamms tbar comprcs cs re.fuse. into rela1ivcl)' smoll 
pocks for hondr disposal. 

com•pan· lon (k,m-pA.n1 y,n) 11 . 1. ,\ person who accompa• 
n1c.s or .11 ocimes wuh 3.nothcr_; a comrndc~ 2. A person tm• 
plo)'ed 10 a i,r, live with, or cr.ivel wid, another. 3. One of 
a p ir or scr of rhing.<; a n'lnte. -lr.u. -loned. -Ion• Ing. -ions. 
To be a companion to· occompany. (ME comp11ig11yo11 < 
OFr, compaig11011 < vk,. "<:ompnwo, compii,:/iin- : Lat. 
r-0111- , com· + Lat. ptlms bread; sec p5-• .J 

com•pan• lon 2 (korn-pan ' ran) 11 . 1,1111. A companionw:iy. 
rom•pan·ion• a •ble (b.m-pin ' p-na-b,IJ IUI}. 1. Having ,he 

qualities of• good companion; friendly. 2. Sugg~1ive of com­
panionship. - com· pan' Ion• a• bly adv. 

com•pan· lon•ate (bm-pAn ' r••nTr) ad;. 1. li•ving the q\lll.l• 
itie$ of a companion. Z. Harmonious; ui~blc. 

companionate marriage 11 , 1\ marringc in which the partners 
•gr«: 10 have no ch.tdrcn. ma.)' di.,,orcc by mutunl consent, 
~nd arc no1 then responsible for 1hc others fina.nc nl wclforc. 

com•pan • io n•shlp {k,rn-pfo 1yan-ship') 11. The rcla.tion~hip 
of companio,is; fellowship. 

com•pan•ion•way (k>m-pln'~n-w:I' ) 11. Nam. A stJircsc 
leadini; from• deck 10 rhe cnbins or 3rca below. [<: <0111pa11 -
io11, prob. olrera1ion of obsolete Du. kompm11e <: OFr. 
•d111p,ig11c, storeroom <: Chai. (camero dalla) co111pag11a, 
paniry < VLa.t. •,ompii11i11, 1hings eaten wi1h bread : br. 
C0>,1•, cocna + L,c. pdnis brcati; sec COMPA.Nt0:0: 1.) 

tom• pa• ny (kum' po-110) 11., pl. -nles. 1. i\ gro llp of persons. 
2.a. One·s corne.1nions or associn1es. b. gucsr or gucsr,;. 
c. The snue of friendly companionship. 3.a. ,\ busmoss en• 
terprlse· , linn. b. ,\ partner or partners noc <pecifically 
••med ,n o firm's title. 4. A rroupc o( dramatic or rnusicnl 
p,rform<ts. 5.a, ,\ subdiv151on of n mlhmry regiment or b:u­
tolion that con;ritu1cs the lowest odminisrrati,·e unit, mode up 
of ot leos1 t\vo platoons. b. A unit of iircRgh1tt'>. 6. A ship's 
"" and offi~crs. Sec Usage Note a, collective noun. -lr.u. 
·nled, •ny· Ing . -nles. To accompany or associntc with, (ME 
c.ompainie < OFr, c.ompaigma < VI..ac. ",;,ompii11io < •,om• 
Pd11io, companion. te CO>irA>-1 1< 1.J 

tnm•pa• ny-grade office r {kilm ' p.,.m:-grid' ) ,1. A cotmms­
sloned oft.ctr hoving the rank of second lieutenant, first lieu• 
ten.tm, or cnpt:1in in the U.S. Army, Air Foret, or tVlarinl! 
Corp,. 

compar. abbr. Comparative. 
com•pa ·ra •ble (kllm 1 par-~bol) nd/. 1. Admitting of i;ompar­

ison with another or 01hcr:s. Z. Simil11r or cqui,·alcnt. 
- com' pa• ra •bll ' l• ty. com 'pa• ra•ble•ness 11. -com' pa• 
ra• bly ndu. 

comparable wort h n. A theory holding rhat jobs held chieRy 
by women should pay the same as jobs held chiefly by men if 
the jobs Jn, similar. 

com•par•a•tist (bm-piir'o-tist) n. A person who,:mploys the 
comparative method. ~Fr. comparati.ste < compamriuc. com­
p3rari._.e <: compart:r, tO compare. See COMPAA.l. } 

com•par-a• tlve (bm-par1 >-tM 11dj. 1. Relating 10, b:i.cd on, 
or Invoking comporison. 2. Estimn1cd br comparison; r~b-
11.-e. 3. Grnm. Of, rclaring ro, or being rhc imormcdin1c de· 
grcc of compar,son of adjectwes, •s boiler or more wo11tferf,1l. 
or dverb$, 3S mort softly. 4. I.mg. a. Of or rclanni; 10 the 
synchronic typologi :ti rompar,son of languages. b. Of or re· 
lating tO the comparison of lnngu,gcs des ended from a com­
mon :rnccstor. - 11. Grnm. 1. The comparative degree. 2. An 
.idjcc-tivc or adverb expressing the comparative degree. 
- com• par 1a•tive• Jy nd11. 

comparative met hod 11. Lmg. 1. Comparimn of languages 
with the goal of csrabli,hing rhcir dcsccn, from . common 
nnccs<or. Z. Compacison of phonemes, morphemes, words. or 
syntactic construetions m _gencr,olly rdarcd lnnguages wi1h 
rhc goal of rccommucung the sound·6YStcm, grammn r, or lex­
icon of the prorolanguage, 

com•pa•ra. •tor (kom ' p:>-r.f/1,r, bm-p:lr1 :i-) 11. ,\ny of \"ari­
o~s instruments for comp,ring a mensured proper[}' of an 
object, • .,ch ns it< shnpe, color, or bcightncss, with a .ml.11d3rd. 

com•pare (bm-p:ir1 ) 11. -pared. -par•lng. -pares. -1r. 1. To 
consider or dacribe as slmil>r, cqurt l. or an:,logous; liken. 
2. To examine in ord_cr 10 note 1hc similarities or differences 
of. 3. Grnm. To fonn the positl•c, compam1h'e, nr supcdarlvc 
degree of (nn nd1ccuvc or nd•erb), - i11tr. 1. To be worthy of 
comparison: bear cumpnrison. Z. To draw compar150ns. - 11. 
Comparison. - idiom. compare notes. To exchange ,dca , 
view,, or <>piuions. [,\/IE ro111pam1 < OFr. ,0111p11rer < I.nr. 
,ompararc < ,ompnr, cqu:tl : tom-, com- + ptlr, equal; sc.: 
pera-2•.J -com •par ter 11. 

Usage No te, Compor~ usually t:lkcs 1hc preposition IJJ 
when it refers 10 the ~crwh:y of dcscrfbing the resemblances 
between unlike things: He ,ompared lie, to n summer dny. h 
mkcs ru11h when II refers to the oct of c,caniining two llkc 
things in order 10 discern 1heic sin1iladtlcs or differences: Th• 
police co111/111ml the forged s,g11n11ir, with rbe ongmal. Whc11 
compare i used 10 mean "'to liken (one) with unothe,;· 1oitl1 
is tradicio110 ll1• c:on~idcrcd 1he corrc<:1 form: T/1.11 lit1/e bauble 
is not to be comp11n1d with (not to) this enormous j11wd. But 
to is frequently U5L'C in this context -;1nd is not incorrccc. 

com•par-1- son (k:im·p~r 1i-son) 11. 1.a. The octof comparing 
oe 1hc process of being compared. b. A snm:mcnt or <051imatc 
of similariti<!S and differences. 2. The qualir" of being similnr 
or cquiv:ilenti likeness: no compurlsou betw~c.11 lbc two 
boo/es. 3 . Grom. The modi 1cnc1on or inflection of nn ndjec­
ti\""e or ath-c.tb 10 denote. the po.s.itivct comparau\·c, ~nct 5U· 
pcrhuivc degrees. (1\IE ,ompansmm < OFr. , 0111pnrmso11 < 
Lu. tompnr0tf6, ~0111partitiQ11- < ,ompnr.itus. p.p;irt. of tom­
pariire, ro compare .. Sec COMP.Ute.I 

com • part (k.,m-p:i rr' ) tr.u. -part • ed. -part • Ing. -parts. To di­
vide into paris. [Obsolete Fr. compartir < 1ml. ,ompurllre < 
LL:n. compartirT, 10 shnro: l..01. com•. com- + L:n. partiri, 10 
divide (< pnrs, pt1ri•, n pnrt; sec pera• 2•).) 

com • part • ment (bm-ptirr ' m,n,) 11. 1. One of the ports or 
spaces Into which an area ,s subdivided. Z. A .separate room, 
cction. or d,ombcr. - tr.u. -me nt• ed. •ment •lng. -meats. 

To compnrrmcnrali>.c. -com'part •ment' al (konr'p:irt­
mcnttl) nd;. 

q:im• part • men•tal•ize (k6m'piirt-men 1 tl-Iz 1, bm-part'·I 
tr.11. -lzed, -iz•ing, -iz•es. To separate imo discinct pares, cat­
egories, or compartments. - com'part•men'tat•i•zaltion 
(+za'shon) n. 

com•pass (kiim'pos, k6m'·) 11. 1.a. A device used ro deter­
mine geographic dirccrcon, usu. consisung of J magncll nee.• 
die or needles free to pivot until nJigncd w1d1 the magnetic 
field of Earth. b. ,\ norhcr dc,•ii:c, uch os • radio compass, 
used for dc1crmining geographic dltL-.:rion. 2. A device for 
describing arclcs or ciicubr an:s and for raking 111eas11rc­
mC11t<, consi$ting o a pair of rigid, end-hinged legs one of 
whicl, Is eqwpp<'<f wi,h n mnrker that ph·ors around 1he othet 
sharp-poin1cd leg. 3 .a. An ~nclosing line o r boundary; a ar· 
cum fcrcnc,,. See Syns nr circumference. b. A restricted space 
or n.rea~ c. ~n_gc or scopt, ns oi under-sranding. - lf.11. 
-passed , -pass• Ing. -pass • es. 1. To make • circuit of; circle. z. To surround; encircle. 3. To understand; comprehend. 
4 . To suc~cd in carrying 0111; accomplish. Sec y~ ,r reach. 
S. To scheme; plot. - adj. 1. Forming o c11rvcd c:onligurn­
cion. ll. Semiarculor. Us,d of bow window~. (ME CQmpns. 
circle, comp:l5s < OFr. < compnsscr, 10 mcaiurc < VLat. 
•,ompns1iire, to pace off : Lal. com-, com- - L,r. pauu1, 
.m:p; ee Ma. 1.1 - comtpass •a •ble ad/. 

compass card 11. ,\ frtcl)" pivo1ing elrcular disk orrying the 
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commuter 

compass card 

Comoros 

compact dis k 

compass 
Directional comp:iss 

a pat 
ii pay 
ar care 
a father 
e pet 
e be 
i pit 
i pie 
tr pier 
o pot 
6 toe 
6 paw 

oi boy 
ou out 
oo took 
oo boot 
U cut 
Llr urge 
th thin 
th this 
hw which 
zh vision 
o about. 
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