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309 microprocessor

In 1998, the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) pro-
posed the “binary” metric prefixes kibi-, mebi-, gibi-, and ftebi- to be
used in place of kilo-, mega-, giga-, and tera- where powers of 1024
rather than powers of 1000 are meant.

In Greek, kilo-, mega-, giga-, and tera- mean, respectively, “thou-
sand,” “big,” “giant,” and “monster.”

mezzanine bus a special bus that connects the CPU to some of the faster
peripherals, such as memory modules, and is separate from the slower
bus used for slower peripherals. See BUS.

MFP (Multi Function Printer) a printer that also performs other functions
such as faxing and scanning.

MHz see MEGAHERTZ.

MIB (describing items for sale) mint in box (i.e., new and never
unpacked). See also EBAY; NRFB.

micro- metric prefix meaning +1,000,000 (one millionth). For example, a
microsecond is one millionth of a second (0.000001 second), and a
microfarad is one millionth of a farad. Micro- is derived from the Greek
word for “small.” See METRIC PREFIXES.

microblogging publishing short descriptions of your current activity to a
blog or web site designed for microblogging, such as Twitter, often from
a phone or other mobile device. Status and mood updates on web sites
such as Facebook and LiveJournal can be considered a form of
microblogging.

microbrowser a web browser using less memory than a conventional
browser so it can be used on a small device such as a palmtop.

microcomputer a computer whose CPU consists of a single integrated cir-
cuit known as a microprocessor. Commonly, a microcomputer is used by
only one person at a time. All home computers are microcomputers. See
INTEGRATED CIRCUIT; MICROPROCESSOR.

microcontroller a microprocessor designed specifically for controlling
equipment. Microcontrollers usually contain some memory and input-out-
put circuitry on the same chip with the microprocessor. This enables the
microcontroller to work as a self-contained unit. Microcontrollers are used
in consumer products such as telephones, automobiles, and microwave
ovens, as well as in industrial equipment. See also EMBEDDED SYSTEM.

Microdrive see COMPACTFLASH.

microprocessor an integrated circuit containing the entire CPU of a com-

puter, all on one silicon chip, so that only the memory and input-output

devices need to be added. The first popular microprocessor, the Intel
8080, came out in 1973 and cost approximately $400.

Microprocessors are commonly described as 16-bit, 32-bit, or the

like. The number can refer either to the number of bits in each internal
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