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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
16/131,035 02/09/2021 10914056 DFC-5558-01-US 4854
79958 7590 01/20/2021

Masco Corporation

Bose McKinney & Evans LLP
111 Monument Circle

Suite 2700

Indianapolis, IN 46204

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 260 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments
should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management (ODM) at
(571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Mark Cipriani, Carmel, IN;

Delta Faucet Company, Indianapolis, IN
Anthony Joseph Tentler, Windfall, IN;
Jack William Judge, Indianapolis, IN;
Thad J. Eads, Urbana, IN;

Michael Scot Rosko, Greenwood, IN;
Raoul Labrie, Shelbyville, IN;
Alejandra Lazarini, Carmel, IN;
Michael J. Veros, Carmel, IN;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

79958 7590 10/07/2020 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

Masco Corporation I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
. ] States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
300 North Meridian Street the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
Suite 2500 (Typed or printed name)
Indianapolis, IN 46204 VIA ELECTRONIC FILING (Signature)
(Date)
| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |

16/131,035 09/14/2018 Mark Cipriani DFC-5558-01-US 4854

TITLE OF INVENTION: VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1200 $0.00 $0.00 $1200 01/07/2021
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
TATE-SIMS, CRISTI J 1711 134-104200
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363).

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR, alternatively,

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2

- e N . L 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/ listed, no name will be printed.

SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

1Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

M| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
Delta Faucet Company Indianapolis, IN

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : (] Individual Corporation or other private group entity (] Government

4a. Fees submitted: Xissue Fee [Jpublication Fee (if required) [_JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

Electronic Payment via EFS-Web (] Enclosed check (L] Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(X The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. _02-0390

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

M| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

M| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

M| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature {Steven C. Wiemer/ Date January 7, 2021

Steven C. Wiemer

Typed or printed name Registration No. _ 62,897
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 16131035

Filing Date: 14-Sep-2018

Title of Invention: VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Mark Cipriani

Filer: Steven C. Wiemer/Patricia Fonseca
Attorney Docket Number: DFC-5558-01-US

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sull)j-s'l'g(tsa\)l in

Basic Filing:
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE 1501 1 1200 1200
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Description

Fee Code

Quantity

Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($)

1200
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 41577680
Application Number: 16131035
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4854

Title of Invention:

VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Mark Cipriani

Customer Number:

79958

Filer:

Steven C. Wiemer/Patricia Fonseca

Filer Authorized By:

Steven C. Wiemer

Attorney Docket Number:

DFC-5558-01-US

Receipt Date: 07-JAN-2021
Filing Date: 14-SEP-2018
Time Stamp: 09:40:58

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes

Payment Type CARD

Payment was successfully received in RAM $1200

RAM confirmation Number E202117041269536
Deposit Account 020390

Authorized User

Patricia Fonseca

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

37 CFR 1.20 {Post Issuance fees)
37 CFR 1.21 {Miscellaneous fees and charges)
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File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)

359204

1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) 20210107_DFC-5558-01- no 1

US_Issue_Fee_Transmittal.pdf
71a553658ddf0ae1b57fc06e31f2055d7607

ble2

Warnings:
Information:
30314
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
c85fb8ee7a4c70d8fe698413c2e7fb0c9db6|

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes): 389518

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.UsSpto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

79958 7590
Masco Corporation
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

10/07/2020

| EXAMINER

TATE-SIMS, CRISTI J

300 North Meridian Street | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER
Suite 2500 1711
Indianapolis, IN 46204 DATE MATLED: 10/07/2020
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
16/131,035 09/14/2018 Mark Cipriani DFC-5558-01-US 4854
TITLE OF INVENTION: VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS
APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1200 $0.00 $0.00 $1200 01/07/2021

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at

www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

79958 7590 10/07/2020 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

Masco Corporation I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
. ] States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
300 North Meridian Street the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
Suite 2500 (Typed or printed name)
Indianapolis, IN 46204 (Signawre)
(Date)
| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |

16/131,035 09/14/2018 Mark Cipriani DFC-5558-01-US 4854

TITLE OF INVENTION: VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1200 $0.00 $0.00 $1200 01/07/2021
| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
TATE-SIMS, CRISTI J 1711 134-104200
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363).

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR, alternatively, 1
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2

- e N . L 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/ listed, no name will be printed.

SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

M| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : (] Individuat [ Corporation or other private group entity (] Government

4a. Fees submitted: [ Missue Fee [Jpublication Fee (if required) [_JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

(] Electronic Payment via EFS-Web (] Enclosed check (L] Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

M| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

M| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

M| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.UsSpto.gov

APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/131,035 09/14/2018 Mark Cipriani DFC-5558-01-US 4854
| EXAMINER |
79958 7590 10/07/2020

Masco Corporation

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
300 North Meridian Street

Suite 2500

Indianapolis, IN 46204

TATE-SIMS, CRISTI J

| ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |

1711

DATE MAILED: 10/07/2020

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

Page 3 of 3

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration
of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Sanitary Ware - Ex. 1004 - Page 9



OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced by either a published application, an application open g) bhc i ectic_nho r(ébsxedfdtent

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a rout eder %gleldw
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or pOteIltldl violation of law or regulation.



Application No. Applicant(s)
; . 16/131,035 Cipriani et al.
Notice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
CRISTI J TATE-SIMS 1711 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.[¥} This communication is responsive to amendment filed September 24, 2020.
[J A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on .

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-36 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www._uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:
a) LJAll by (JSome  *c) [J None of the:
1. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [J Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

0 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6..J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. (J Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2.[¥) Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. ¥} Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date 9/24/2020.

3.0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. (3 Other .

of Biological Material .
4.0 Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date.
/CRISTI J TATE-SIMS/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1711

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20200929
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Application/Control Number: 16/131,035 Page 2
Art Unit: 1711

DETAILED ACTION

Reasons for Allowance
1. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: the closest prior art of record
Thomas (US 2011/0061754 cited in IDS) in view of FR2543426A3 (cited in IDS Espacenet translation)
fails to teach of suggest an escutcheon having a drain channel configured to receive water from the drain
bowl and discharge water above and into a sink basin support by the mounting deck. Thomas in view of
FR2543426A3 further fails to teach or suggest a removable plate supported by and configured to move
with the trigger of the fluid discharge member.

Conclusion

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure.
Hensley (US 2004/0060109) and Nightlinger (US 2014/0215709).
3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such
submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance.”
4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should
be directed to CRISTI J TATE-SIMS whose telephone number is (571)272-1722. The examiner can
normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using a
USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is encouraged to use
the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,
Michael Barr can be reached on 571-272-1414. The fax phone number for the organization where this
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained

from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available

Sanitary Ware - Ex. 1004 - Page 12



Application/Control Number: 16/131,035 Page 3
Art Unit: 1711

through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see https://ppair-
my.uspto.gov/pair/PrivatePair. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-

9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

CRISTIJ. TATE-SIMS
Primary Examiner
Art Unit 1711

/CRISTIJ TATE-SIMS/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1711

Sanitary Ware - Ex. 1004 - Page 13



Notice of Referernces Cited

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under

16/131,035 Reexamination
Cipriani et al.
Examiner Art Unit
CRISTI J TATE-SIMS 1711 Page 1 of 1

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Coumgoggg;i:ﬁgbgjzi; Code MI\/ID- ?}iYY Name CPC Classification US Classification
* [ A | US-20040060109-A1 04-2004 Hensley, Donald L. E03C1/04 4/675
* | B | US-20140215709-A1 08-2014 Nightlinger; Scott Anthony E03C1/04 41677

C

D

E

F

G

H

|

J

K

L

M

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

* 00untlrj;/ogg£i?:rr’:lbirlgii; Code MI\/ID- ?}?(YY Country Name CPC Classification

N

0]

P

Q

R

S

T

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)

u

\

W

X

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001)

Notice of References Cited

Part of Paper No. 20200929
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Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Search Notes 16/131,035 Cipriani et al.
LT s
CRISTI J TATE-SIMS 1711
CPC - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
A47L15/0065 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
A47L15/16 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
A470L15/42 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
A47115/4278 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
E03C1/0404 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
B05B12/002 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
B05B1/28 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
B08B9/34 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
E03C1/04 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
A47L15/0065 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
A47L15/16 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
A470L15/42 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
A47115/4278 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
E03C1/0404 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
B05B12/002 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
B05B1/28 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
B08B9/34 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
E03C1/04 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
CPC Combination Sets - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
(A47L15/0065 or A47L15/16 or A47L15/42 or A47115/4278).cpc. and CTS
(E03C1/0404 or B05B12/002 or BO5B1/28 or BO8B9/34 or E03C1/04 | 07/20/2020
).cpc. with keywords

/CRISTI J TATE-SIMS/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1711

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 1 of 2
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Search Notes 16/131,035 Cipriani et al.
H““H““ H“H‘H I HH“‘ o o
CRISTI J TATE-SIMS 1711
US Classification - Searched*
Class Subclass Date Examiner
134 104.2 with keywords 07/20/2020 CTS
134 104.2 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS

* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTES box below to determine the scope of

the search.

Search Notes

Search Notes Date Examiner
EAST assignee search 07/20/2020 CTS
EAST inventor search 07/20/2020 CTS
EAST search history attached 07/20/2020 CTS
EAST search history attached 09/29/2020 CTS
Interference Search

g?n?;zfs/CPC US Subclass/CPC Group Date Examiner
134 104.2 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
A47L15 0065 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
A47L15 16 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
A47L15 42 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
A47L15 4278 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
E03C1 0404 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
B05B12 002 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
B05B1 28 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
B08B9 34 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS
E03C1 04 with keywords 09/28/2020 CTS

/CRISTI J TATE-SIMS/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1711

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Sanitary Ware - EX. 1008+ Page 1) 20200929

Page 2 of 2



Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification |i¢ 131 035 Cipriani et al.
H “ ‘H“ Examiner Art Unit
CRISTI J TATE-SIMS 1711
CPC
Symbol Type Version
E03C F 2013-01-01
BO5B A 2043-01-01
BO5B A 2013-01-01
BO8B A 2013-01-01
CPC Combination Sets
Symbol Type Set Ranking Version
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 36
/CRISTI J TATE-SIMS/ 29 September 2020 . . A
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1711 O.G. Print Claim(s)] O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20200929
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/ssue Classification

Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
16/131,035 Cipriani et al.

Examiner Art Unit

CRISTI J TATE-SIMS 1711

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

CLAIMED

EO3C

NON-CLAIMED

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION

CLASS

SUBCLASS

CROSS REFERENCES(S)

CLASS

SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 36
/CRISTI J TATE-SIMS/ 29 September 2020 . . -
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1711 O.G. Print Claim(s)] O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 2 of 3

Part of Paper No.: 20200929
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/ssue Classification

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

16/131,035 Cipriani et al.
Examiner Art Unit
CRISTI J TATE-SIMS 1711

(O Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant (J CPA (3 T.D. [ R.1.47

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1711
(Primary Examiner)

CLAIMS
Final |Original]Final |Original|Final [Original|Final [Original|Final [Original]Final |Original]Final |Original|Final |Original
1 1 10 10 19 19 28 28
2 2 11 11 20 20 29 29
3 3 12 12 21 21 30 30
4 4 13 13 22 22 31 31
5 5 14 14 23 23 32 32
6 6 15 15 24 24 33 33
7 7 16 16 25 25 34 34
8 8 17 17 26 26 35 35
9 9 18 18 27 27 36 36
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 36
/CRISTI J TATE-SIMS/ 29 September 2020

O.G. Print Claim(s)] O.G. Print Figure

(Date) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 3 of 3

Part of Paper No.: 20200929
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Receipt date: 08/24/2020 16/131,035 - GaU: 1711

Doc code: 108 PTOISB/O8a (02-18)
i cevintian: lafar iy Fiic PRSI NGy Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0851-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Tragemark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Papemwork Reduction Act of 1685, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it containg g valid OMB control number.

Application Number 16131035
Filing Date 2018-09-14

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor | Mark Cipriani

L At Unit 1711

{ Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.89)

Examiner Name Cristi J. Tate-Sims

Attorney Docket Number DFC-5558-01-US

U.S.PATENTS
. e . i . . RPages,Columns,Lines where

E)ggrrlmer Cite Patent Number Kind lssue Date Na“.’*e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
initial No Code! of cited Document

Figures Appear

if you wish to add additional U.S. Patent cilation information please click the Add buiton.
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

RPages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner Cite No Publication Kind | Publication MName of Patentee or Applicant
Initial* . MNumber Codel| Date of cited Document

if you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button.
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines
Examineri Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Pubilication Applicant of cited where Relevant 15
Initiai* No | Numberd Code2| Coded) Date ppacant of ¢ Passages or Relevant
Document )
Figures Appear
1 ]

if you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add bution
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article {(when appropriate), title of the item
{book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, eic), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s}, T
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Examiner| Cite
{nitials® i No

re
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Receipt date: 038/24/2020 16/131,0358 - @ayUu: 1711
Application Number 16131035

Filing Date 2018-09-14

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
{ Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99}

First Named Inventor | Mark Clpriani
Art Unit 1711

Examiner Name Cristi J. Tate-Sims

Attorney Docket Number DFC-5558-01-US

US Patent Application No. 16/997.089, filed August 28, 2020, titled "VESSEL RINGSING APPARATUS, DRAIN ]
RECEPTACLE, INTERCHANGEABLE NOZZLE ASSEMBLY, AND FAUCET SYSTEM INCLUDING SAME."

If vou wish to add additional non-patent literature document cifation information please click the Add button
EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature /JCRISTI J TATE-SIMS/ Date Considered 09/28/2020

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 608, Draw ling through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication {o applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at wenw UERTO GOV or MPEP 801.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard S7.3). ° For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
+ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.18 if possible. 5 Applican is to place a check mark here if
English language translation is attached.
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Receipt date: 038/24/2020 16/131,0358 - @ayUu: 1711
Application Number 16131035

Filing Date 2018-09-14

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
{ Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99}

First Named Inventor | Mark Clpriani
Art Unit 1711

Examiner Name Cristi J. Tate-Sims

Attorney Docket Number DFC-5558-01-US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection{(s):

_ That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
[ from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure siatement. See 37 CFR 1.97{e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was ciled in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, 1o the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inguiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was Known to

Xl any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.87(e)}(2).

[ ] Ses attached certification statement.
[ 1 The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 {p) has been submitted herewith.
[ 1 A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature /steven ¢ wiemer/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2020-09-24

Name/Print Steven C. Wiemer Reqistration Number 62897

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is reguired o oblain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.8.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated 1o take 1 hour {o complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require {o complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent o the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
W& 223131450,
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Receipt date: 08/24/2020 16/131,035 - GaU: 1711

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1874 (P.L. 83-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related {o a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant {o the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.8.C. 2{b){2); (2} furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is {o
process and/or examine your submission related 1o a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
resull in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the foliowing routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentiaily to the exdent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.8.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.8.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed {o the
Department of Justice to determineg whether the Fresdom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence 10 a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routing use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
reguest involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requestied assistance from the
Member with respect io the subject matier of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routing use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order o perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required {o comply with the
reguirements of the Privacy Act of 1874, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a{(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Trealy in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, io the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
o the Palent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routing use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, {o the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of receords conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U1.3.C. 2904 and
2808, Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used o make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, {o the public afier either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.8.C. 122(b) orissuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, 1o the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminaied and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, {0 a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a viclation or potential violation of taw or regulation.
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'S19:1 514 and ((shank with nozzle) same ‘US-PGPUB;  OR ‘ON - 2020/07/19
-valve) -USPAT; 21:34
-USOCR; EPO; g ;

:DERWENT

S20.1  Sl4and (shank with nozzle) US-PGPUB;  OR ON  2020/07/19
_USPAT; 21:34
'USOCR; EPO;
DERWENT

S21:9,880 :(A47L15/0065 or A47L15/16 or :US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON . 2020/07/19 .
:A47L15/42 or A47L.15/4278).cpc. {USPAT; :21:35 5
%(E03C1/0404 or BO5B12/002 or ﬁUSOCR; EPO; : 5
:B0O5B1/28 or BO8B9/34 or :DERWENT

‘E03C1/04).cpc. 134/104.2.ccls. 3

S22°9 :S21 and ((shank with nozzle) same ‘US-PGPUB;  OR ‘ON .2020/07/19
o valve) USPAT; 21:36 |
-USOCR; EPO; :

:DERWENT

2523 1127  i(E03C1/$.cpc. BO5B$.cpc. :US-PGPUB; OR ‘ON . 2020/07/19 .
:A47L15/$.cpc.) and ((shank with nozzle) :USPAT; 121:37 5
‘same valve) ' USOCR; EPO; -
: :DERWENT

152478 :(E03C1/$.cpc. BO5BS$.cpc. ‘US-PGPUB;  OR :ON .2020/07/19 .
A47L15/%.cpc.) and ((shank with nozzle) USPAT; 121:37 ?
‘with valve) -USOCR; EPO; - 5

: :DERWENT

S25:1 (shank with nozzle) and tate-sims ‘US-PGPUB;  OR ‘ON  2020/07/19
: USPAT; 121:38
-USOCR; EPO; :
'DERWENT

1526 :10 1("20050145717" | "20060156463" | ‘US-PGPUB;  OR OFF  2020/07/19
:"20140083470" | "20140209131" | “USPAT; 121:39 5
:"3548844" | "4427221" | "5934298" |  USOCR :

1"6581614" | "9505013").PN. OR
:("10575705").URPN.

527 2 1"20170172369" 'US-PGPUB;  OR OFF 2020/07/19
USPAT; 121:40 :
' USOCR : f ?
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12020/07/19
22:08

%(F16K$.cpc.) and ((shank with nozzle)
-with valve)

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT; :
'USOCR; EPO; |
DERWENT

%(F16K$.cpc.) and ((shank with nozzle)
-same valve)

- US-PGPUB;
_USPAT; :
'USOCR; EPO;
 DERWENT

-escutcheon and ((shank with nozzle)
gsame valve)

. US-PGPUB;
_USPAT; |
'USOCR; EPO;
 DERWENT

%escutcheon and (shank same (nozzle
:with valve))

. US-PGPUB;
_USPAT; |
'USOCR; EPO;
 DERWENT

%(F16K$.cpc.) and (shank same (nozzle
:with valve))

US-PGPUB;
USPAT; |
'USOCR; EPO;
DERWENT

1S21 and (shank same (nozzle with
gvalve))

US-PGPUB;
. USPAT; |
_USOCR; EPO;
DERWENT

:("20020167171" | "20030102256" |
:"20040011399" | "20040117906" |
:"20060117477" | "20060131228" | :
:"20080178935" | "3336935" | "3459207" :
.| "3520325" | "3600723" | "3620254" |
:"3757824" | "3796380" | "3835887" |
:"3998240" | "4026328" | "4076279" |
:"4103709" | "4337795" | "4356574" |
:"4387738" | "4458839" | "4513769" |
:"4552171" | "4577653" | "4607659" |
:"4609006" | "4610429" | "4626005" |
:"4635673" | "4649958" | "4754993" |
:"4760871" | "4762143" | "4798221" |
:"5027851" | "5073991" | "5090062" |
-"5095554" | "5100565" | "5131428" |
:"5219185" | "5494259" | "5558128" |
:"5566707" | "5573037" | "5642755" |
:"5653868" | "5669417" | "5685341" |
:"5687952" | "5701926" | "5725008" |
:"5746244" | "5803120" | "5865473" |
:"5871029" | "5881754" | "5884662" |
:"5937892" | "5944225" | "5950663" |
:"5960490" | "5979489" | "6023796" |
:"6062251" | "6070614" | "6073972" |

-US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;
'USOCR

12020/07/19 |
122:16 ?

12020/07/19
22:17 f

12020/07/19
220

12020/07/19
2221

12020/07/19
22 |

12020/07/19
22:23 |

12020/07/19
23:01 |
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:"6079447" | "6085784" | "6123106" |
:"6138296" | "6202686" | "6256810" |
:"6305407" | "6328059" | "6609732" |
1"6729344" | "6757921" | "6920892" | -
:"7000854" | "7077153" | "7096879" |
:"7121303" | "7216663" | "7721761").PN. :
-OR ("8646476").URPN. :

12020/07/20
110:55 :

12020/07/20
11:00

BE adj "896360"

- US-PGPUB;
: USPAT;

‘USOCR;
-FPRS; EPO;
-JPO;

: DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

12020/07/20
12:44 |

(A47L15/0065 or A47L15/16 or
§A47L1 5/42 or A47L15/4278).cpc.
:(E03C1/0404 or BO5B12/002 or
:B0O5B1/28 or BO8B9/34 or
-E03C1/04).cpc. 134/104.2.ccls.

12020/07/20°
1244

/$38 and (brush bristle)

- US-PGPUB;
USPAT; |
'USOCR; EPO;
DERWENT

US-PGPUB;
‘USPAT;

 USOCR;
-FPRS; EPO;
-JPO;
:DERWENT;
'IBM_TDB

12020/07/20
12:44 |

/S38and ((brush bristle) with glass)

US-PGPUB;
_USPAT;

_USOCR;
FPRS; EPO;
:JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

12020/09/28
110:31 :

"16997089"

. US-PGPUB;
 USPAT;

-USOCR;
'FPRS; EPO;
:JPC;
‘DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

Ref Hits Default %Pluralsé
# z . Operator
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2020/09/28
23:09 |

L3 5,079 (A47L15/0065 or A47L15/16 or A47L15/42 or
? A47115/4278).cpc. (E03C1/0404 or
- B05B12/002 or B05B1/28 or BO8B9/34 or
:E03C1/04).cpc. 134/104.2.ccls.

12020/09/28
23:09 i

'3 and ((sink basin bowl) with (drain$3
-empty$3) with (channel sprayer nozzle
-faucet)).clm.

12020/09/28
2341 5

L3 and ((sink basin bowl) with (discharg$3)
gwith (channel sprayer nozzle faucet)).clm.

{((("CIPRIANI") near3 ("Mark™)) OR
“(("TENTLER") near3 ("Anthony")) OR
-(("JUDGE") near3 ("Jack")) OR (("EADS")
inear3 ("Thad")) OR (("ROSKQ") near3 5
- ("Michael")) OR (("LABRIE") near3 ("Raoul"))
‘OR (("LAZARINI") near3 ("Algjandra")) OR
:(("VEROS") near3 ("Michael"))).INV.

12020/09/28
23:45

9/29/2020 12:04:21 AM

PGPUB;
USPAT

Us- ‘OR
PGPUB;
USPAT

C:\Users\csims1\Documents\EAST\Workspaces\16131035.wsp

2020/09/28
23:45 |
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

App. No. - 16/131,035 Confirmation No.: 4854
Inventors . Mark Cipriani et al.

Filed . September 14, 2018

Title : VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

TC/A.U. c 1711

Examiner : Cristi J. Tate-Sims

Docket No. : DFC-5558-01-US

Customer No. : 79958

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Sir;

In response to the Non-Final Office Action of July 31, 2020 (“Office Action”), please
amend the above-identified application as follows:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2
of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 9 of this paper.

US.129508853.01
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Application No. 16/131,035
Amendment dated September 24, 2020

Amendments to the Claims

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application:

Listing of Claims:

1. (Currently Amended) A vessel rinsing apparatus comprising:

a mounting base including an upper coupler and a downwardly extending
mounting shank defining an opening extending along a longitudinal axis, the upper coupler
configured to be supported above an upper surface of a mounting deck, and the mounting shank
configured to extend through a mounting aperture formed within the mounting deck;

a fluid discharge member including a central body supporting a plurality of
nozzles and a trigger extending outwardly from the central body, the central body received
within the opening of the mounting shank and movable along the longitudinal axis;

a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and configured to
move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles;
and

an escutcheon supported by the upper coupler of the mounting base and including
an upwardly extending wall defining a drain bowl, and a drain channel extending through the

upwardly extending wall, the drain channel configured to previde-fluid-communicationbetween

thedrainbowl-and receive water from the drain bowl and discharge water above and into a sink

basin supported by the mounting deck.

2. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a

removable plate supported by the trigger of the fluid discharge member.

3. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 2, wherein the removable
plate comprises one of a strainer including a base and a plurality of circumferentially spaced
drain openings, and an elastomeric brush including a plurality of upwardly extending cleaning
projections and a plurality of drain openings positioned intermediate adjacent ones of the

cleaning projections.

US.129508853.01
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Application No. 16/131,035
Amendment dated September 24, 2020

4. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 2, further comprising anti-
rotation members supported by the fluid discharge member and the removable plate, the anti-
rotation members configured to prevent rotation of the removable plate about the longitudinal

axis relative to the fluid discharge member.

5. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 4, wherein the fluid

discharge member is restrained from rotating relative to the mounting base.

6. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the upper coupler
of the mounting base includes an upper plate, the upper plate and the upwardly extending wall of

the escutcheon defining the drain bowl.

7. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 6, further comprising an o-

ring supported by the upper plate of the mounting base and engaging the escutcheon.

8. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the drain channel
includes a lower wall having an undercut to prevent water from running back along a rear wall of

the sink basin.

0. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the escutcheon
includes a moveable tray defining the drain channel, such that the length of the drain channel is

adjustable.

10.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the trigger of the
fluid discharge member includes a plurality of arms extending radially outwardly from the

central body of the fluid discharge member.

11.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the fluid

discharge member is fluidly coupled to an outlet of a faucet mixing valve.
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12. (Currently Amended) A vessel rinsing apparatus comprising:

a mounting base including a downwardly extending mounting shank defining an
opening extending along a longitudinal axis, the mounting shank configured to extend through a
mounting aperture formed within a mounting deck;

a fluid discharge member including a central body supporting a plurality of
nozzles and a trigger extending outwardly from the central body, the central body received
within the opening of the mounting shank and movable along the longitudinal axis;

a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and configured to
move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles;
and

a removable plate supported by and configured to move with the trigger of the

fluid discharge member;
wherein the removable plate comprises one of a strainer including a base and a
plurality of circumferentially spaced drain openings, and an elastomeric brush including a
plurality of upwardly extending cleaning projections and a plurality of drain openings positioned

intermediate adjacent ones of the cleaning projections.

13.  (Currently Amended) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, further

comprising an escutcheon supported by the mounting base, wherein the mounting base further

includes an upper coupler configured to be supported above an upper surface of a mounting

deck, the escutcheon being supported by the upper coupler of the mounting base.

14. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, further comprising an
escutcheon supported by the mounting base and including an upwardly extending wall and a
drain channel extending through the upwardly extending wall, wherein the upper plate of the
mounting base and the upwardly extending wall of the escutcheon define a drain bowl, the drain
channel configured to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl and a sink basin

supported by the mounting deck.

15. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 14, further comprising an o-

ring supported by the upper plate of the mounting base and engaging the escutcheon.

-
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16. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 14, wherein the drain
channel includes a lower wall having an undercut to prevent water from running back along a

rear wall of the sink basin.

17.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 14, wherein the escutcheon
includes a moveable tray defining the drain channel, such that the length of the drain channel is

adjustable.

18. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, further comprising anti-
rotation members supported by the fluid discharge member and the removable plate, the anti-
rotation members configured to prevent rotation of the removable plate about the longitudinal

axis relative to the fluid discharge member.

19.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 18, wherein the fluid

discharge member is restrained from rotating relative to the mounting base.

20.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, wherein the trigger of the
fluid discharge member includes a plurality of arms extending radially outwardly from the

central body of the fluid discharge member.

21.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, wherein the fluid

discharge member is fluidly coupled to an outlet of a faucet mixing valve.
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22. (Currently Amended) A vessel rinsing apparatus comprising:

a mounting base including an upper plate and a downwardly extending mounting
shank defining an opening extending along a longitudinal axis, the upper plate configured to be
supported above an upper surface of a mounting deck, and the mounting shank configured to
extend through a mounting aperture formed within the mounting deck;

a fluid discharge member including a central body supporting a plurality of
nozzles and a trigger extending outwardly from the central body, the central body received
within the opening of the mounting shank and movable along the longitudinal axis;

a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and configured to
move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles;

an escutcheon supported by the mounting base and including an upwardly
extending wall and a drain channel extending through the upwardly extending wall, wherein the
upper plate of the mounting base and the upwardly extending wall of the escutcheon define a
drain bowl, the drain channel configured to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl
and a sink basin supported by the mounting deck; and

a removable plate supported by and configured to move with the trigger of the

fluid discharge member.

23.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the removable
plate comprises one of a strainer including a base and a plurality of circumferentially spaced
drain openings, and an elastomeric brush including a plurality of upwardly extending cleaning
projections and a plurality of drain openings positioned intermediate adjacent ones of the

cleaning projections.

24. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 23, further comprising an o-

ring supported by the upper plate of the mounting base and engaging the escutcheon.

25. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the drain
channel includes a lower wall having an undercut to prevent water from running back along a

rear wall of the sink basin.
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26.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the escutcheon
includes a moveable tray defining the drain channel, such that the length of the drain channel is

adjustable.

27. (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, further comprising anti-
rotation members supported by the fluid discharge member and the removable plate, the anti-
rotation members configured to prevent rotation of the removable plate about the longitudinal

axis relative to the fluid discharge member.

28.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 27, wherein the fluid

discharge member is restrained from rotating relative to the mounting base.

29.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the trigger of the
fluid discharge member includes a plurality of arms extending radially outwardly from the

central body of the fluid discharge member.

30.  (Original) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the fluid

discharge member is fluidly coupled to an outlet of a faucet mixing valve.

31.  (New) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the escutcheon further

includes a lower wall coupled to the upwardly extending wall.

32.  (New) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 31, wherein the lower wall includes

an opening through which the mounting shank extends.

33.  (New) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the drain channel slopes

away from the fluid discharge member and the drain bowl.
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34. (New) A vessel rinsing apparatus comprising:

a mounting shank defining an opening extending along a longitudinal axis, and
the mounting shank configured to extend through a mounting aperture formed within a mounting
deck;

a fluid discharge member including a central body supporting a plurality of
nozzles and a trigger extending outwardly from the central body, the central body received
within the opening of the mounting shank and movable along the longitudinal axis;

a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and configured to
move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles;
and

an escutcheon coupled to the mounting shank, the escutcheon including a lower
wall and an upwardly extending wall defining a drain bowl, and a drain channel extending
through the upwardly extending wall, the drain channel configured to receive water from the

drain bowl and discharge water above and into a sink basin supported by the mounting deck.

35. (New) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 34, wherein the lower wall includes

an opening through which the mounting shank extends.

36.  (New) The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 34, wherein the drain channel slopes

away from the fluid discharge member and the drain bowl.
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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS

Introduction

The Office Action rejected claims 1-30. By this Amendment, claims 1, 12, 13, and 22
have been amended and claims 31-36 have been added. No claims have been canceled.
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections set forth in the Office Action are respectfully

requested in view of the foregoing amendments and the following remarks.

Examiner Interview

Applicant thanks Examiner Tate-Sims for discussing the present application with the
undersigned on September 4, 2020. The amendments to claims 1, 12, and 22 presented herein
were generally discussed, and the Examiner indicated that the claim amendments would

overcome the rejections presented in the Office Action.

Claim Amendments

Claim 1 has been amended to recite that the drain channel is “configured to receive water
from the drain bowl and discharge water above and into a sink basin supported by the mounting
deck.” Support for this amendment is at least provided by para. [0024] and FIG. 1 of the present
application.

Claim 12 has been amended to recite that the “removable plate [is] supported by and
configured to move with the trigger of the fluid discharge member[.]” Support for this
amendment is at least provided by paras. [0027], [0037], and FIG. 6 of the present application.

Claim 13 has been amended to address as formal issue, as described below.

Claim 22 has been amended to recite that the “removable plate [is] supported by and
configured to move with the trigger of the fluid discharge member[.]” Support for this
amendment is at least provided by paras. [0027], [0037], and FIG. 6 of the present application.

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 112(b)
The Oftice Action rejected claims 13-17 under 35 U.S.C. § 112(b) as allegedly being

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the

inventors regard as the invention. Specifically, the Office Action stated, “Claims 13-17 recite[]

-
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the limitation ‘escutcheon’ in lines 3, 1, 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this
limitation in the claim[s].” Office Action, p. 2. Applicant has amended claim 13 to provide
antecedent basis for the term “escutcheon.” Claims 14-17 have not been amended, and
Applicant respectfully notes that claim 14 recites “an escutcheon” in lines 1-2, and claims 15-17
depend from claim 14. For at least these reasons, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of

the rejections of claims 13-17 under 35 U.S.C. § 112(b) as allegedly being indefinite.

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103

Combination of Thomas and Vervenne

The Office Action rejected claims 1 and 6-9 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as allegedly being
unpatentable over U.S. Pat. App. Pub. No. 2011/0061754 by Thomas (“Thomas”) in view of
France Pat. App. Pub. No. FR2543426A3 by Vervenne & Van Belle S.A. (“Vervenne”). The
Office Action also rejected claims 1, 2, 4, 8-11, 22, and 25-30 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as allegedly
being unpatentable over Vervenne in view of Thomas'.

Vervenne discloses a glass rinser including a central tubular section inside which is
mounted a control for discharging rinsing water. Outside the tubular section is mounted a
concentric sleeve, and the concentric sleeve includes a discharge pipe (40) that extends through a
surface (10) supporting the rinser. Thomas discloses a faucet assembly (10) including a side
sprayer assembly (42). A diverter assembly (12) includes a diverter valve (78) secured to an

inlet end (80) of a sprayer tube (46) of the sprayer assembly (42).

Independent Claim 1

Claim 1 recites, and Thomas and Vervenne, whether considered alone or in combination,
fail to disclose or suggest, “an escutcheon supported by the upper coupler of the mounting base
and including an upwardly extending wall defining a drain bowl, and a drain channel extending
through the upwardly extending wall, the drain channel configured to receive water from the

drain bowl and discharge water above and into a sink basin supported by the mounting deck.”

! The Office Action initially indicated that claim 12 was also rejected based on this ground. See Office Action, p. 4.
However, it is understood that claim 12 was actually rejected on a different ground. See Office Action, pp. 6-7.
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For at least this reason, it is respectfully submitted that claim 1, and the claims dependent
therefrom are distinguished from Thomas and Vervenne, whether considered alone or in

combination.

Independent Claim 22

Claim 22 recites, and Thomas and Vervenne, whether considered alone or in
combination, fail to disclose or suggest, “a removable plate supported by and configured to move
with the trigger of the fluid discharge member.”

For at least this reason, it is respectfully submitted that claim 22, and the claims
dependent therefrom are distinguished from Thomas and Vervenne, whether considered alone or

in combination.

Combination of Vervenne, Thomas, Gonzalez, and Meyer
The Office Action rejected claims 3, 5, 7, 12-21, 23, 24, and 28 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as
being unpatentable over Vervenne in view of Thomas and further in view of U.S. Pat. App. Pub.

No. 2017 /0172369 by Gonzalez (“Gonzalez”) and U.S. Pat. No. 6,612,507 by Meyer (“Meyer”).

Dependent claims 3, 5. 7. 23. 24. and 28

Claims 3, 5, and 7 and claims 23, 24, and 28 depend from claim 1 and claim 22,
respectively, which are distinguished from Vervenne and Thomas for at least the above reasons.
Gonzalez and Meyer fail to cure the deficiencies of Vervenne and Thomas described above. For
at least this reason, it is respectfully submitted that claims 3, 5, 7, 23, 24, and 28, and the claims
dependent therefrom, are distinguished from Vervenne in view of Thomas and further in view of

Gonzalez and Meyer.

Independent claim 12

Independent claim 12 recites, and Thomas, Vervenne, Gonzalez, and Meyer, whether
considered alone or in combination, fail to disclose or suggest, “a removable plate supported by

and configured to move with the trigger of the fluid discharge member.”
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For at least this reason, it is respectfully submitted that claim 12, and the claims
dependent therefrom are distinguished from Thomas, Vervenne, Gonzalez, and Meyer, whether

considered alone or in combination.

New Claims

Claims 31-36 have been added.

Claim 31 depends from claim 1 and recites “wherein the escutcheon further includes a
lower wall coupled to the upwardly extending wall.” Support for claim 31 is at least provided by
para. [0043] and FIG. 14 of the present application. The art of record fails to disclose or suggest
the features recited in claim 31.

Claim 32 depends form claim 31 and recites “wherein the lower wall includes an opening
through which the mounting shank extends.” Support for claim 32 is at least provided by
FIG. 14 of the present application. The art of record fails to disclose or suggest the features
recited in claim 32.

Claim 33 depends from claim 1 and recites “wherein the drain channel slopes away from
the fluid discharge member and the drain bowl.” Support for claim 33 is at least provided by
FIG. 12 of the present application. The art of record fails to disclose or suggest the features
recited in claim 33.

Claim 34 recites “A vessel rinsing apparatus comprising: a mounting shank defining an
opening extending along a longitudinal axis, and the mounting shank configured to extend
through a mounting aperture formed within a mounting deck; a fluid discharge member
including a central body supporting a plurality of nozzles and a trigger extending outwardly from
the central body, the central body received within the opening of the mounting shank and
movable along the longitudinal axis; a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge
member and configured to move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body
to the plurality of nozzles; and an escutcheon coupled to the mounting shank, the escutcheon
including a lower wall and an upwardly extending wall defining a drain bowl, and a drain
channel extending through the upwardly extending wall, the drain channel configured to receive
water from the drain bowl and discharge water above and into a sink basin supported by the
mounting deck.” Support for claim 34 is at least provided by claim 1 in its original form, para.
[0043], and FIG. 14 of the present application. The art of record at least fails to disclose or
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suggest “an escutcheon. .. including a lower wall and an upwardly extending wall defining a
drain bowl, and a drain channel extending through the upwardly extending wall, the drain
channel configured to receive water from the drain bowl and discharge water above and into a
sink basin supported by the mounting deck[,]” as recited in claim 34.

Claim 35 depends from claim 34 and recites “wherein the lower wall includes an opening
through which the mounting shank extends.” Support for claim 35 is at least provided by
FIG. 14 of the present application. The art of record fails to disclose or suggest the features
recited in claim 35.

Claim 36 depends from claim 34 and recites “wherein the drain channel slopes away
from the fluid discharge member and the drain bowl.” Support for claim 36 is at least provided
by FIG. 12 of the present application. The art of record fails to disclose or suggest the features

recited in claim 36.

Final Remarks

For at least the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted that the claims are in

condition for allowance. Such action is respectfully requested.

If necessary, Applicant requests that this response be considered a request for an
extension of time appropriate for the response to be timely filed. Applicant requests that any
required fees needed beyond those submitted with this amendment be charged to the account of

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP, Deposit Account No. 02-0390.

If any questions or comments should arise during consideration of this matter, the

Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at the number provided below.

Respectfully submitted,

By: /steven ¢ wiemer/
Steven C. Wiemer
Reg. No. 62,897
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Telephone: (303) 307-3730

Date: September 24, 2020
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Itis desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview unless
it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the substance of the
interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted.,-
) an identification of the claims discussed,
) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on
the Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,
(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)
6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed
by the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicants record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and accurate,

the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

2
3
4

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiners version of the statement
attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, Interview Record OK on the paper recording
the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiners initials.
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Docket No.: DFC-5558-01-US
Application No. 16/131,035

Proposed Examiner Interview Agenda

Date: 9/4/2020, Time: 11:00 am ET/9:00 am MT
Phone No: 571-272-1722

Examiner — Cristi J. Tate-Sims

Requested by: Applicant’s representative, Steven C. Wiemer (Reg. 62,897)

e In view of Non-Final Office Action dated July 31, 2020
e Discuss references and basis of rejections
o U.S. 2011/0061754 (“Thomas”)
o FR2543426A3 (“Vervenne”)
e Discuss potential distinctions
o The drain channel is configured to receive water from the drain bowl and
discharge water above and into a sink basin. In contrast, Vervenne’s device
discharges water through a countertop.
o The removable plate moves with the trigger. In contrast, Vervenne’s

“removable plate” (grid 14) is supported by the bowl (13).

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Agent for Applicant

Steven C. Wiemer

Reg. No. 62,897

Phone: 303 607 3730

US.129184112.01
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR)

Aug 28 2020

This paper requesting to schedule and/or conduct an interview is appropriate because:

This submission is requested to be accepted as an authorization for this
interview to communicate via the internet. Recognizing that Internet
communications are not secure, I hereby authorize the USPTO to communicate with
the undersigned concerning scheduling of the interview wvia video conference,
instant messaging, or electronic mail, and to conduct the interview in accordance
with office practice including video conferencing.

Name (s) =
Steven C. Wiemer

S—signature:
/steven c wiemer/

Registration Number:
62897

U.S. Application Number:
16131035

Confirmation Number:
4854

E-mail Address:
steven.wiemer@faegredrinker.com

Phone Number:
+1 3036073730

Proposed Time of Interview:
9-4-2020 11:00 AM ET

Alternative Proposed Time(s) of Interview:
9-4-2020 1:00 PM ET

Alternative Proposed Time (s) of Interview:
9-7-2020 11:00 AM ET

Prefered Interview Type:
Telephonic

I am the applicant or applicant's representative for this application.

Topic for Discussion:
Non—-final office action and potential claim amendments

) UNITED STATES
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/131,035 09/14/2018 Mark Cipriani DFC-5558-01-US 4854
79958 7590 07/31/2020 | EXAMINER |
Masco Corporation
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP TATE-SIMS, CRISTLI
300 North Meridian Street
Suite 2500 | ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
Indianapolis, IN 46204 1711
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
07/31/2020 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

douglas.yerkeson @faegredrinker.com
inteas @faegredrinker.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/131,035 Cipriani et al.
Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
CRISTI J TATE-SIMS 1711 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 September 2018.
0 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) ¥ This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ____;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)J Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 1-30 is/are rejected.
8) [ Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9) (J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)(1 The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[«) The drawing(s) filed on 14 September 2018 is/are: a)¥ accepted or b)(] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)ld All b)(J Some**  ¢)J None of the:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.00 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date

2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (] Other:

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 1/29/2019, 10/25/2018.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20200620
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Application/Control Number: 16/131,035 Page 2
Art Unit: 1711

DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined under the first
inventor to file provisions of the AIA.
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):

(b) CONCLUSION.—The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing
out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor regards as the
invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA), second paragraph:
The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

3. Claims 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlIA), second paragraph,
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the
inventor or a joint inventor, or for pre-AlA the applicant regards as the invention.

4. Claims 13-17 recites the limitation "escutcheon" in lines 3, 1, 2. There is insufficient antecedent
basis for this limitation in the claim.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all obviousness
rejections set forth in this Office action:

6. A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed invention
is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the claimed invention
and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have been obvious before the
effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the
claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be negated by the manner in which the invention was

made.
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7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966),
that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103 are
summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or
nonobviousness.

8. Claims 1 and 6-9 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Thomas (US
2011/0061754 cited in IDS), and in further view of FR2543426A3 (cited in IDS Espacenet translation).
9. Regarding claim 1, Thomas figure 2 teaches a vessel rinsing apparatus comprising:

a mounting base (2 sink assembly) including an upper coupler (50 mounting base) and a
downwardly extending mounting shank (52) defining an opening extending along a longitudinal axis, the
upper coupler configured to be supported above an upper surface of a mounting deck (4 sink), and the
mounting shank configured to extend through a mounting aperture formed within the mounting deck;

a fluid discharge member (42 sprayer assembly) including a central body (48) supporting a
plurality of nozzles (44 sprayer) and a trigger (47) extending outwardly from the central body, the central
body received within the opening of the mounting shank and movable along the longitudinal axis;

a valve shaft (78) operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and configured to move with
the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles.[0033-43]

10. Although Thomas teaches an escutcheon (collar surrounding 54 passageway) supported by the
upper coupler (50 mounting base) of the mounting base (2 sink assembly) and a sink basin (6) supported
by the mounting deck (4 sink), Thomas is silent to the escutcheon including an upwardly extending wall
defining a drain bowl, and a drain channel extending through the upwardly extending wall, the drain
channel configured to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl and a sink basin supported by

the mounting deck.
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11. FR2543426A3 is directed towards a glass rinse and drainer wherein figure 1 teaches a cylindrical
shoulder 24 is provided with radial notches 26 which allows for the discharge of wastewater. In the lower
part of the sleeve 36 is provided a side discharge pipe 40 for wastewater. This pipe is advantageously
inclined downward to facilitate the flow and avoid stagnation of water in the bottom of the sleeve 36.
[lines 45-54]

12. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art before the effective filing date of the
present invention to provide the collar of Thomas with radial notches as taught in FR2543426A3 to allow
the flow of liquids.

13. Regarding claim 6,Thomas figures 1 and 2 in view of FR2543426A3 figures 1 and 2 teach the
upper coupler (50 mounting base) of the mounting base (2 sink assembly) includes an upper plate (11 drip
tray and 13 bowl of FR2543426A3), the upper plate and the upwardly extending wall of the escutcheon
defining the drain bowl.

14. Regarding claim 7, Thomas figure 3 teaches an o-ring (116) supported by the upper plate of the
mounting base and engaging the escutcheon.

15. Regarding claim 8, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches a sloped potion of discharge pipe 40 thereby
reading on the drain channel includes a lower wall having an undercut to prevent water from running back
along a rear wall of the sink basin.

16. Regarding claim 9, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches a drip tray 11 having a removable grid 14
thereby reading on the escutcheon includes a moveable tray defining the drain channel, such that the
length of the drain channel is capable of being adjustable.

17. Claims 1, 2, 4, 8-12, 22, and 25-30 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over
FR2543426A3 (cited in IDS Espacenet translation), and in further view of Thomas (US 2011/0061754
cited in IDS).

18. Regarding claims 1, 2, 22, FR2543426A3 figures 1 and 2 teach a vessel rinsing apparatus

comprising:
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a mounting base (10 beverage counter) including an upper plate (11 drip tray) and a downwardly
extending mounting shank (22 central tubular body) defining an opening extending along a longitudinal
axis, the upper plate (11 drip tray) configured to be supported above an upper surface of a mounting deck,
and the mounting shank configured to extend through a mounting aperture formed within the mounting
deck;

a fluid discharge member (spray assembly shown in figure 1, 35 rinser) including a central body
supporting a plurality of nozzles (denoted by spray arrows) and a trigger (15 spider) extending outwardly
from the central body, the central body received within the opening of the mounting shank and movable
along the longitudinal axis;

an escutcheon (24 cylindrical shoulder) supported by the mounting base and including an
upwardly extending wall (wall forming 26 radial notches) and a drain channel (40 discharge pipe)
extending through the upwardly extending wall, wherein the upper plate (11 drip tray) of the mounting
base and the upwardly extending wall of the escutcheon define a drain bowl, the drain channel configured
to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl and a sink basin (13 bowl) supported by the
mounting deck; and

a removable plate (14 removable grid) supported by the trigger of the fluid discharge member.
[lines 45-60]

19. FR2543426A3 is silent to a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and
configured to move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of
nozzles.

20. Thomas is directed towards a spray and diverter wherein figures 1-4 teach a diverter valve 78 to
control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles.[0040-44]

21. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art before the effective filing date of the
present invention to provide a diverter valve as taught in Thomas in the vessel rinsing device of

FR2543426A3 to control the flow of water to the fluid discharge member.[0040]
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22. Regarding claims 4 and 27, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches a tightening nut (38) thereby reading
on an anti-rotation members supported by the fluid discharge member and the removable plate, the anti-
rotation members configured to prevent rotation of the removable plate about the longitudinal axis
relative to the fluid discharge member.

23. Regarding claims 8 and 25, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches a sloped potion of discharge pipe 40
thereby reading on the drain channel includes a lower wall having an undercut to prevent water from
running back along a rear wall of the sink basin.

24. Regarding claims 9 and 26, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches a drip tray 11 having a removable
grid 14 thereby reading on the escutcheon includes a moveable tray defining the drain channel, such that
the length of the drain channel is capable of being adjustable

25. Regarding claims 10 and 29, FR2543426A3 figure 1 suggests the trigger (15 spider) of the fluid
discharge member includes a plurality of arms extending radially outwardly from the central body of the
fluid discharge member.

26. Regarding claims 11 and 30, Thomas figure 1 teaches the fluid discharge member (42 sprayer) is
fluidly coupler to an outlet of a faucet mixing valve (12 diverter assembly).[0031]

27. Claims 3, 5, 7, 12-21, 23, and 28 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over
FR2543426A3 (cited in IDS Espacenet translation) and Thomas (US 2011/0061754 cited in IDS), and in
further view of Gonzalez (US 2017/0172369) and Meyer (US 6,612,507), as applied to claims 1 and 22
above.

28. Regarding claims 3 and 23, the vessel rinsing of FR2543426A3 in view of Thomas is silent to the
removable plate comprises one of a strainer including a base and a plurality of circumferentially spaced
drain openings, and an elastomeric brush including a plurality of upwardly extending cleaning projections
and a plurality of drain openings positioned intermediate adjacent ones of the cleaning projections.

29. Gonzalez is directed towards a glass rinser spin stop wherein figure 1 teaches a grid 110 having a

plurality of holes.[0003]
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30. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art before the effective filing date of the
present invention to provide a grid as taught in Gonzalez to allow the excess beverage to pass through.

31. Meyer is directed towards a sink water spraying apparatus wherein the cleaning attachment 100
shown in FIG. 6a includes a brush 106 having a plurality of diametrically arranged bristles.[col 4 lines 55-
67]

32. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art before the effective filing date of the
present invention to provide a brush as taught in Meyer for cleaning glasses or other containers having a
tubular configuration.

33. Regarding claim 3, 19, and 28, Gonzalez teaches the hole in the drip tray may be configured to
engage the shank and prevent the shank from rotating when the nut is coupled to the second end of the
shank the glass rinser 140 is prevented from rotating.[ Abstract][0004-7]

34. Regarding claims 7 and 24, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches an o-ring (30) supported by the upper
plate of the mounting base and engaging the escutcheon.

35. Regarding claims 12, 13, and 14 FR2543426A3 figures 1 and 2 teach a vessel rinsing apparatus
comprising:

a mounting base (10 beverage counter) including an upper plate (11 drip tray) and a downwardly
extending mounting shank (22 central tubular body) defining an opening extending along a longitudinal
axis, the upper plate (11 drip tray) configured to be supported above an upper surface of a mounting deck,
and the mounting shank configured to extend through a mounting aperture formed within the mounting
deck;

a fluid discharge member (spray assembly shown in figure 1, 35 rinser) including a central body
supporting a plurality of nozzles (denoted by spray arrows) and a trigger (15 spider) extending outwardly
from the central body, the central body received within the opening of the mounting shank and movable
along the longitudinal axis;

an escutcheon (24 cylindrical shoulder) supported by the mounting base and including an

upwardly extending wall (wall forming 26 radial notches) and a drain channel (40 discharge pipe)
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extending through the upwardly extending wall, wherein the upper plate (11 drip tray) of the mounting
base and the upwardly extending wall of the escutcheon define a drain bowl, the drain channel configured
to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl and a sink basin (13 bowl) supported by the
mounting deck; and

a removable plate (14 removable grid) supported by the trigger of the fluid discharge member.
[lines 45-60]
36. FR2543426A3 is silent to a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and
configured to move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of
nozzles.
37. Thomas is directed towards a spray and diverter wherein figures 1-4 teach a diverter valve 78 to
control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles.[0040-44]
38. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art before the effective filing date of the
present invention to provide a diverter valve as taught in Thomas in the vessel rinsing device of
FR2543426A3 to control the flow of water to the fluid discharge member.[0040]
39. The vessel rinsing of FR2543426A3 in view of Thomas is silent to the removable plate comprises
one of a strainer including a base and a plurality of circumferentially spaced drain openings, and an
clastomeric brush including a plurality of upwardly extending cleaning projections and a plurality of drain
openings positioned intermediate adjacent ones of the cleaning projections.
40. Gonzalez is directed towards a glass rinser spin stop wherein figure 1 teaches a grid 110 having a
plurality of holes.[0003]
41. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art before the effective filing date of the
present invention to provide a grid as taught in Gonzalez to allow the excess beverage to pass through.
42. Meyer is directed towards a sink water spraying apparatus wherein the cleaning attachment 100
shown in FIG. 6a includes a brush 106 having a plurality of diametrically arranged bristles.[col 4 lines 55-

67]
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43. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art before the effective filing date of the
present invention to provide a brush as taught in Meyer for cleaning glasses or other containers having a
tubular configuration.
44. Regarding claim 15, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches an o-ring (30) supported by the upper plate
of the mounting base and engaging the escutcheon.
45. Regarding claim 16, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches a sloped potion of discharge pipe 40 thereby
reading on the drain channel includes a lower wall having an undercut to prevent water from running back
along a rear wall of the sink basin.
46. Regarding claim 17, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches a drip tray 11 having a removable grid 14
thereby reading on the escutcheon includes a moveable tray defining the drain channel, such that the
length of the drain channel is capable of being adjustable
47. Regarding claim 18, FR2543426A3 figure 1 teaches a tightening nut (38) thereby reading on an
anti-rotation members supported by the fluid discharge member and the removable plate, the anti-rotation
members configured to prevent rotation of the removable plate about the longitudinal axis relative to the
fluid discharge member.
48. Regarding claim 20, FR2543426A3 figure 1 suggests the trigger (15 spider) of the fluid discharge
member includes a plurality of arms extending radially outwardly from the central body of the fluid
discharge member.
49. Regarding claim 21, Thomas figure 1 teaches the fluid discharge member (42 sprayer) is fluidly
coupler to an outlet of a faucet mixing valve (12 diverter assembly).[0031]

Conclusion
50. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should
be directed to CRISTI J TATE-SIMS whose telephone number is (571)272-1722. The examiner can

normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm.
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Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using a
USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is encouraged to use
the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,
Michael Barr can be reached on 571-272-1414. The fax phone number for the organization where this
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see https://ppair-
my.uspto.gov/pair/PrivatePair. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-

9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

CRISTIJ. TATE-SIMS
Primary Examiner
Art Unit 1711

/CRISTIJ TATE-SIMS/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1711
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Information and Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently
https://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair. Prior to publication, such status information is confidential and may only
be obtained by applicant using the private side of PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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Attorney Docket Mo, DFC-8538-01-U8
FTOMAIART (55-12)

Approved for use through 1130/2020 OB 0651.0032
L% Patent and Trademark Office; 1.5, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under ths Paperwork Redustion Act of 1898, no persons ers required fo respond fo 8 coifection of information andass [ displays 2 valid OMB contol number,

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

Tie of | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS
nvention

As the below named inventor, | hereby daclare that,

This declaration |1 1pp attached application, or

is directed to.
16/131,035

United States applicstion or PCT intemational spplication number
September 14, 2018

filed on

The above-identified spplication was made or authorzed to be made by me.

i beliave that | am the oviginal inventor or an original joint inventor of 4 claimad invention in the application.

| hereby acknowledge that any willful fslse statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.8.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than fve (5) years, or both,

WARNING:

Palitioner/applicant is vautioned o avold submiliing personal Information in documaents filad in 3 patent application that may
pentribute to identity thefl, Persona! information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or oredit card numbers
{oiher than g chack or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is naver required by the USPTQO
to suppor @ petition or an application. 1 this type of personal information is inpluded in documents submilied to the USPTO,
pelitionersfapplicants should consider redacting such persona! information from the documents before subritting them o the
USPTD. Petitioner/spplicant is advised that the record of 2 patent application Is svaliable to the public efter publication of the
application {unless a non-publication requast in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) iz made in the application} or issuance of 2
patent. Furthermare, the record from an sbandoned application may also be available (o the public i the application is
referenced in g published application or an issued patent {ser 37 OFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained In the spplication fle and therefore arg not publicly avalleble.

LECAL NAME OF INVENTOR
: ol
fwventon Mark CIPRIANI Oate (Optional}

M/ 3
. ’ -
Bignature: /

&

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/SE/M4 or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive entity, must accampany this form or must have
been previously filed. Use sn additional PTOMAIAIGY form for each sdditional inventor.

This eollection of Information is mquired by 35 40.8.0 113 and 37 OFR 1 83 The information B requirsd fo obtain or relain 8 banefit by the public which Is to Ble {snd
by the USPTO © procass) an applicatinn, Coofidentinlity is governed by 38 U .6 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14, This coltection is eslimated (o take 1 minute to
compheis, nduding gathering, prepadng, and submitting the completed sgplication form to the USPTO. Thne wil vary depending upon the individual case. Any
crnmenta on the amount of e you require o complets this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sews 1o the Chief Infecmstion Officer, U 8.
Patent and Trademark Glfics, U 8. Geparment of Commers, 2.0, Box 1450, Alexandia, VA 33313414380, DO ROT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO
THIS ADDRESS SENDG TO: Commissionar for Patents, PO, Box 1450, Algzandria, VA 2231314580,

¥ you sieed assistance in compleling the form, cail 1-B0-PTR-9788 snd selsct eplion 2,
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Attorney Docket No. DFC-5358-41-US
PTOMIAOT {6412)
Asnproved for use throu 3) 113012020, OMB 0651-0032
U.E. Patent and Trademark Offi REMENT OF COMMERCE
Undar the Paperyork Reduction Act of 1895, no persans are required 1o respond ta a collection of irforrmation und valid OMB control number.

. DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76}

THeof | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS
fnvention

As the below named inventor, | hereby declare that:

This decl ion 17
This dectaration The allached application, or

ig directed o
— s : . 6/831.03
éﬁj United Stales application or PCT international application number 16/131.035
. September 14, 20
filad on September 14, 2018
The above-identifisd application was made or authorized to be made by me.
| believe that | am the origin rentor or an original joint inventor of 2 claimed invention in the application,

| hereby acknowledge that any williul false staiament made in this dectaration is punishable under 18 U.5.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five {5} years, or both.

WARNING:

Petitioner/applicant is cautionad to avoid submitting p»sraonai information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to sda ty theft. Personsi mr rmation such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
(f)?hm' thar a chocx or oredit card aﬁhoffzgtsm farm PTO-2038 submittad for payment purposes) is never required by the USFTG
to support 3 petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in dosuments submitied to the USPTO,
patitioners/applicants should consider redacting sush personat information from the documents before submitting them o the
USPTO. Petitionerfappficant is advised that the record of & aatml application is availabie o the public afier deV‘ahOH of the
application {uniess a hon~ paohoaum request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the appiication) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermors, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an et patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not relained in the application file and therefors are not publicly avaitable,

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

. |
feopmh TENTT SR 19 a1 1
ivenior: Snthony Joseph TENTLER Date (Opfional) ﬂ\ 1&o) 1§
! . N \\ et H Y
N e PP B
Signature: LGy T JoSE TR 1 LT \\,L,‘»\\

Note: An application data sheet (PTC/SB/4 o equivaient), including naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this form or must have
heen previausly filed. Use an adgditional PTO/AINDY form for 2ach addilional inventor,

Thig ¢ Huc‘.- n of information is required by 38 U8, ’| . formation is required ic abtain or retain a benefit by he public which is to file fand

on. Con -'ien Jnv«meu ny e 1.4, This o0 !Ke( tion is estimated o take 1 minite io
comp‘c.-ta inciuding ¢ 1g, and submi noleted ap; i '(J. < will vary depen upon the individual case, Any
comments on the amount of tme yois require (o complete this form and/or suggestions for redusing this burden, should be e Chiel information Officer, U.S,
Fatent and Trademark Office, U5, Deparimant of Commerce, 2,0, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLET FORMS T0
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1466.

JF you naed pesistance in completing the form, call 1-300-PTC-8189 and seiget option 2.
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' Attorney Decket No, SFC-5559-01-US
PTOMNIADT {08-12)

Approved for use tirpugh 112012020, OMB 0851-0052
1.5, Patent and Trademak Offise; U.3. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Redustion At of 1888, no persons sie.reguired to respond fo 8 colisction of information urless it displays » velld OB48 control number,

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63} FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

e A S i i el e i b

Titeof | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

Invention |

As the below named ventor, | hareby detiare that:

This declaration !} - ; i
s directad fo: The attached application, or .
16/131,035

Eﬂ@ Unlted States appik:&ﬁm or PCT intemational application number
September 14, 2018

filed on

The above-identified applicaiion was made or authofized fo be mads by me.

I belisve that | am the origital invenfor or an original joint inventer of a claimed invention in the application, i

{ hereby ackrowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001
by fine or imprisenment of niot maore than five (8) years, of kol

WARNING:

Petifionat/applicant is cautionad to avoid submitting persenal information In documents filed in a patent epplication 1t may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as sodial security numbers, bank docount numbers, or credit card rumbers
{other than & sheck or gredif card authorization form PT{-2038 submitted for payment purposes) ks never raquired by the USPTO
to pupport a pefition or an spplication. I this type of personal information is included in documents subritted to the USPTG,
petitonersiappiicants should consider redacting sugh personal information from the documents before submitting theim o the
USPTO. Petilionerapplicant is advised that the record of a patent application is avaliable to the public afier publication of the
application (unlesa & nor-publication request In compliance with 37 CFR 1.215(a) is mads in the applicalion) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermors, the record from an abandoned application may aiso be available to the public ifthe application is
referenced in a published application or an issusd patent {see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes sre not retained In the application file and therelfore are not pubiicly avallable.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

ety Jack William JUDGE Date Optiona 2 ?5”/ 15/2015
/ . 7
Signature: (,?; / //,3 /,i\ —
/LA AW

7
4
Male: An applig;fﬂ/ign daia‘smaé&%/ﬁﬁim or equivalent}, including nerning the entire invendlve antly, must accompany this form or musat have
been previousty flad. Use an addilonal PTOMMIAGT form for each addifional Inventor.

This soflaction of fafarmation s reruled by 35 U0, 118 and 37 SFR 1.63. The information ls sequired 1o oblain or relein & banefit by the public which ¥le file {and
by the ISPTC io.pmckss) anapplization, Confidertiallty s governed by 33 U.8.0. 122 and 37 CFR 111 and 1,14, This colieciion 1 estimated toteke 1 miuigte
complets, inclutiify gatheting, breparing, and submiting fie compléted spplicaion form Io the USPTO, Tims will vary depending upon the individual case. Ay
commants th 1 Smblint of lne you requims to complets this form andior suggestions fofsadiunng this burden, should ba sent the Chief information Officer, WS,
Patent ard Trademark Qfice, U.S. Depanment of Colmmeres, P.0, Box 1450, Moxandri, VA 223144450, DD NOTREEND FEES OR QOMPLETED FORMS YO
Ta%i&g‘sﬁE}RES& SENDTO: Commissianer for Patents, P.0. Box 1450, Alexundria, YA 223131450,

i you need assistance in completing tha form, ¢all 1-B00PTORIS8 end sviect opffon 2.
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Atterney Docket No. DFC-5558-01-U8
PTOMAAGT (8812

Appraved for use theough 113072020, OMB 08510032
U 8. Patent and Trademark (Hice, U.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under ths Papsrwork Reduction Act of 1595, no pessons gre required to respond to & caltection of infurmation unless i displays & valid OME contral numrst
4 DECLARATION {37 CFR 1.83) FOR UTILITY OR DESICN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76)

i des

| VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

Fitle of
fnvention

Ag the below namad inventor, | heraby declare that:

This declaration The sttached application, or

i5 dirented (o,
16/131,035

Eﬂ% United States application or PCT international application number

fied o September 14, 2018

The above-ddentified applivation was madde or suthorized 10 be made by me.

] belisve thal | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of & clgimed invention in the application.

I hereby acknowiedge that any wiliful alse statement mads in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C, 1001
by fine or imprizonmernt of not more than five (8] vears, or both,

WARNING:

Patitfonerfappiicsnt is cautioned to avoid submitiing persongl information in documenis filed in o palent applicstion that may
contribute fo Mentity theR, Personal information such as social securily numbers, bank account numbers, or oredif card numbers
{other than & check or cradit sand authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
to support a petition or an application. if this type of personal information is included In documeants submitled o the USPTO,
patitionersfapplicants should consider redacting such persons! information from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTC. Petitioner/applicant iz advised that the record of 8 palent application is available to the public after publication of the
application {unless g non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(z) is made in the application} or issuance of 8
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be avellable to the publin if the application is
referanced in a published application or an issusd patent (ses 37 OFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PY0-2038 submitied for payment purposes are nof retained in the application file and therefore are not  publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Thad I. EADS Date (Optional) ?/ f:;’”? ? /{/f

invenion P &3 < o
Slgnature: %Afiﬂ é/,, %Mf
d

4

Mote: An applicafon data sheel (PTOISBM4 or squivalent), including naming the entire inventive endity. must sccorpany {hs form or must have
been praviously fled, Use an additional PTO/RIANT form for each additionat inventor.

‘Tris collestion of infarmation is required by 35 U 8.0 135 and 37 OFR 1 8% The informstion is sequired to sbiain of retain 8 benafit by e publin which §s to fle {and
by tha USPTO to process) an application Confidentisiity is governed by 38 U & (. 122 and 37 CFR 1,11 and 1,34, This collection is estimated & taks 1 minuts 10
somplete, induding gathering, prepanng. and submitting the completed spplication form o e USPETO Time will vary depending vpon the individual case. Any
commants sn the amount of Hme you rsquine te complets this form andfor suggestions for reducing is burden, shiould be sent to the Ghisf information Officer, US,
Patent sng Trademark Office. U S Dapanment of Commercs, P.0. Box 1450, Mlexandra, VA 22313-1450 DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS 7O

THIS ADDRESS BEND T0: Commissloner for Patants, P.O. Box 1480, Alexandria, VA 223131450,
if you nead sssistancs in complating the ferm, cafl 1-800-PTO-8998 gnd select eplion 2
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Attorney Dacket No. BFC-3558-01-U8
PTOIMAI {16-12)

Approved for usa theough 1173072020, OMB 08510033
U § Patent and Trademark Office: U 5. DEPARTIMENT OF COMMERCE
Undar the Peperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persens are required to respand fo & collaction of idormation yniess & displays o valid NS control numbar,

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76}

Tige ot | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

invention

As the below named inventor, | hereby declare thal

This declaration 1 ‘“; s tbmtegrd arplietion
is directed to: The allached application, o ]

5
United States spplication or PCT international application number 16/131,033

September 14, 2018

filad on

The above-identified application was made or authorized {o be made by ma.

t belisve that | am the ordginal inventor or a0 orfgingt joint inverdor of & disimed invention in the application.

| hersby acknowledge thal any williul false statement made in this declaration s punishable under 18 U.8.C. 1001
by fing or imprisonment of not more than five (8} years, or both,

WARNING:

Patiioneranplicant is cautioned 1o avoid submutling personal information in documants filed in & patent application that may
contribute 1o ldentily thell, Personal information such as social seourity numbers, bank account numbers, or credit sard numbers
{other than a check or credit card authordzation form PTO-2038 submitiad for paymant purposes) is naver requirad by the USPTQ
{0 support a petition or an application. i this type of personal information is Indluded in decuments submitted o the USPTO,
petitlonars/applicants showld sonsider redacting such personal information from the documenis bafore subrmiiting them (o the
USPTO. Petiionar/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public sfter publication of the
application {unless 2 non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a} is made in the applicetion) or issuance of 3
gatent. Furthermors, the record from an abandoned spplication may 2lso be avaiiable to the public if the application is
raferenced in a2 published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card  autharization forms
FTO-2058 submitied for payment purposaes are not relained in the application fle and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL MAME OF INVENTOR

nventor: Michael S'ﬁ%{gg% ™ Z Date {Optioral) ;
o e
Signature: & @7 B o KE A
: Ly

! ¥
Note: An appiication data sheel (PTOISB/ 14 or sgquivalent), including naming the entire inveniive enfity, must accormpany this form of must have
been previously filed, Use an additional PTO/AIAINT form for each additional Inventor,

This colinction of infarmation s reguired by 35 U B0 115 and 37 CFR 1.83 The information is required tu obtain or relain & benefit by the public which i3 fo fils (and
by the USFTO b process) gn sppication. Confidentiaily is govamed by 38 U 5.0 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated tn take 1 minute o
comglete, Inguding gathenng. preparing. and submitiing the completed appfeation form t the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individom! casa. Any
camemants on the amount of lime you mauTe to complety this form andior suggestions for redusng this burden, should be sant to the Chief Information Officer, U 8
Patent and Trademark Office. U § Departmant of Commarce, B O Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 DO MOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMB TO
THIS aBDRESS SEND TO: Commizsionsr for Patonts, P.O. Box 1480, Alexandris, VA 223131458,

i you need assistnce in completing the fomn. oalf $.800-2 103188 and selact aplion 2.
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Tile of | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

invention

Az the below named inventor, | hereby declare that:

This declaration ! - -
‘ ] s gttached application, or
is directed to; | The attached applic

United Stales application or PCT international application number 16/13 1’633 ,

. September 14, 2018

The above-identified application was made or authorized 10 be made by me.

! pefieve that | am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

| hereby acknowledge that any willful faise statement mads in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5} years, or both,

WARNING:

Petitionarfapplicant is cautioned to aveid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Parsonal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbears, or credit card numbers
{other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
1o support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information s Included in documents submitted to the USPTO,
petiionars/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTO. Petitionarfapplicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 OFR 1.213{(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may aisc be available to the public if the application is
referenced in a published application or an issusd patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms
PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not refained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR
2 gy l; . f o ey
Inventor E‘{&a ua D beaoge Date (Optional) /0 -3/~ /&

X 7 s n
Signature: ///' <

Mote: An application data sheet (PTO/SB/M4 or equiuaieni}, including naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this form or must have
been previcusly filed. Use an additionsd PTOAIAINT form for each additional inventor.

This coliection of information is required by 35 L.6.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information iz required to obtain or retain & benefi{ by the pubiic which is 1o file (and
by the USPTO 1o process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 27 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated 1o take 1 minte to
compiete, including gathering, preparing, and submitling the completed application form fo the USPTO, Time will vary depending upon the individual case, Any
comments on the amount of time you require 1o complete this form andfor suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent end Trademeark Office, U.S. Depariment of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1480. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO

THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patenis, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223131450,
if you naed assistance in completing the form, call 1-8024 9 and gelect option 2. .
,@fji rﬁi@, TSR wiLson, Rotary Pubtic
{ ;&SEAL‘;} Shslhy County, State of indiana
\\,;;~ ﬁ/ My Cominission Expires January 24, 2025 .
o £ Ol o
M}‘:‘}h}"}i it
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PTOIAAICS {08412)
Approvad {or use Gwough Y1/30/2020, OME 08810032
(1.8, Patent and Trademark Office, 13.8. DEFARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under he Papswork Redustion Act of 1985, ne peraons are sequired o respond 16 o collection of Information unlass it displays 8 valid OMB conirel number,

DECLARATION {37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.78)

R i e

Tie of | VESSELL RINSING APPARATUS

Invantion

Az ihwe below named inventor, | hersby declsre thet

This declarstion [ P ——
is directed lo: L___j The atisched application, or

16/131,035

United States application or PCT international application number

Septernber 14, 2018

filed on

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

i betieve that | am the original inventor or an origine! joint invenior of a claimed invention in the application.

| hereby acknowledge that any williul false statement made in this declaration Is punishable under 18 USC 1001
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five {5} years, or both,

WARNING:

Petionsriapplicant is cautioned to avold submitling personal information in docwments filed In a patent application thal may
contributa to identity theRt. Parsonal information such a5 social secusily numbers, bank account numbers, of eredit card numbars
{other than a chack or cradil card authorization form PTO-2038 submitied for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO
{o support 3 pelition or an application. If this type of pemonal infonmation i incheded in dooumants submitled to the USPTO,
pelitionersiapplicants should consider redacting such personal Information fram the documents before submitting them (o the
USPTO. Peliionerapplicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available o the public afler publicstion of the
apglication (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 OFR 1.213{a) Is made in the application} or issuance ofa
patent. Furthermore, the record fom an abandoned application may s be available to the public i the application s
sefarenced In a published application or an issued palent {see 37 CFR 1.14). Cheoks and credit vard authorization forms
PTO-2058 submitted for pevment purposes are not relained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available,

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Inventor

Alej aﬂd% Lazarini Date {Opticral)

Signature: "%

LY ri

Note: An application »:ﬂesté;’{é;et (PTG% or squivalent), Including naming the entire Inventive entity, must accompany this form or must have
bean previcusly fled, Use an additional PTOAIAGT form for sach additional invanter.

This sollsction of infurmation % requlred by 35 1.5.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The Information 1 required to oblsin or refaln a benefil by tha public which ls o fife {and
by the USPTO o process) an sppll Confidentiglity s govemed by 35 LL.8.C. 122 and 37 OFR § 11 and 114 Thiz collection s extimated io take § minute to
complote, inciuding gathening, preparing, and submitting the completed application farm io the USPTO, Time will vary depending upan the individual case. Any
comments on the smount of fime you raquirs 1o somplaie this foon andfor sugpestions for reducing this burden, should be santic tha Chisf Information Officer, U 8,

Paient and Trademark Office, U 5. Dapardmeant of Commsres, PO, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 233131450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO

THIS ADDRESS. SEND T4 Commdsslonsy for Patents, P.O. Box 1458, Alexandria, VA 223131480,
# you neod gesiztance In compdating the form, calf $-800-PT0-188 and selest opion 2,
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PTOAINGY (0812
Approved for uss through 11302020, OMB 0651.0032
1 8. Palent nd Trsdemark Office; U.5. DEPARTRENT OF COMMERGE

Under the Paperwork Redudtion Act of 1995, no parsons e requited 1o respond to a collection of Infermation unlass i Stsplays & valid OMB contral aumber.

4 DECLARATION {37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA

VESSELL RINSING APPARATUS

S

Titla of
Invention

Az the below named inventor, | hereby declare that,

This dectaration T ‘ R
is dirsciad to; E_, the atlached application, or

16/131,035

i United States spplication or PCT international application number
eront

fied on September 14, 2018

The above-identified application was made or authorized 1o be made by me.

| believe that | am the wriginal inventor or an ariging joint inventor of & clalmed invention in the application,

| hereby acknowledgs that any willfu! false statement made In this declaration is punishable under 18 1L5.C. 1001
by fine or imprisooment of not moare than five (8) years, or both.

WARNING:

Petitionsdappticant is cautioned 10 aveoid submitting personal Infornation In documents filed in 8 patent application that may
contribute o idenditly theft. Personal information such as sodial securily numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers
{cther than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitled for payment purposas) is never required by the USPTO
io support 2 petition or an application. If s lype of personal information is included in documants submitted to the USPTO,
petitonersfapplicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them 1o the
USPTO. Peliioner/anciicent is advised that the recond of a patent application is avaliable to the public after publication of the
application {unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(=) is made in the application) or issuance of 2
patent. Furthermore, the record from an sbandoned application may also be available to the public f the application is
refarenced in a published application or an issued palent {see 37 CFR 1.14). Checls and cradit card suthorizalion forms
FTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained In the application Sle end thersfore are not publicly available,

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Date {Optinnal) ;

inventor

eros , o~
e

Note: An application data sheet (PTOSE/14 or equivalent), nchuding naming the entire invantive eniity, must accompany this form or must have
been praviously fited, Usa an additions) PTOAIAGT form for each additionat inventor.

i‘v‘ice Veros

Signature: _ e &

Thiz collection of infarmation 13 required by 35 US €. 115 and 37 OFR 183 The information is mquired to obigin or retain o bansfit by te publilc which is to fils (and
by the USPTO to process) an application. Sonfidentially Is governed by 35 US.C. 122 and 37 CFR 111 and 1.14. This collaction s estimated i take 1 minute fo
complata, induding gathering, prepsring. and submilfing the complatad applicatisn foom to the USPTO, Time will vary depanding upon the individual case. Any
somments on the amount of tme you requins o eompledy this form andlor suggestions for reducing this burden, should ba sent to the Ohiel information Olficer, 1.8,
Patent and Trademark Otfice, 1.8, Departmant of Commarce, B O, Box 1450, Alsxandriz, VA 22313-14850, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS 7O
THIS ADDRESS, SEND TO: Comunissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223134450

#f you nead assisfance In comploting o fosm, calf 1.800.-PT0-8185 anf selact oplion 2.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 35182478
Application Number: 16131035
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4854

Title of Invention:

VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Mark Cipriani

Customer Number:

79958

Filer:

Douglas Alan Yerkeson/Patsy Fonseca

Filer Authorized By:

Douglas Alan Yerkeson

Attorney Docket Number:

DFC-5558-01-US

Receipt Date: 19-FEB-2019
Filing Date: 14-SEP-2018
Time Stamp: 10:47:48

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document Document Description File Name File Size( B){tes)/ Multl- 'Pages
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
969231
1 Oath or Declaration filed 2019021 9—DFC._5558_01_ no 8
US_Declarations.pdf
baSb0601feb64babf5f891152619ef3fo4e4
bd7e
Warnings:
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Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes): 969231

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Doc code: IDS

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16131035
Filing Date 2018-09-14
First Named Inventor | Mark Cipriani

Art Unit

1711

Examiner Name

Michael E. Barr

Attorney Docket Number

DFC-5558-01-US

U.S.PATENTS

Cite
No

Examiner
Initial*

Patent Number

Kind
Code!

Issue Date

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button.

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Examiner| .. Publication Kind [ Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
- Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Code'| Date of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1 20080142095 2008-06-19 Van Der Linden

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button.

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Pages,Columns,Lines

Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind [ Publication ,T\anl]ii:r:tli)?‘tsi?;ze or where Relevant T5
Initial* No | Numberd Codez2| Code#| Date PP Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1 [
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS
. . Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite o : . i
Initials* | No (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS

publisher, city and/or country where published.
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Application Number 16131035
Filing Date 2018-09-14

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor | Mark Cipriani
Art Unit 1711

Examiner Name Michael E. Barr
Attorney Docket Number DFC-5558-01-US

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature Date Considered

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at wanw LIERETO GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 2 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here if
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 16131035

Filing Date 2018-09-14

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

First Named Inventor | Mark Cipriani

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Art Unit 1711

Examiner Name Michael E. Barr

Attorney Docket Number DFC-5558-01-US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
[] from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[ ] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

[] See attached certification statement.
[] The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

X A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature /Douglas A. Yerkeson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-01-29

Name/Print Douglas A. Yerkeson Registration Number 39882

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 34997063
Application Number: 16131035
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4854

Title of Invention:

VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Mark Cipriani

Customer Number:

79958

Filer:

Douglas Alan Yerkeson

Filer Authorized By:

Attorney Docket Number:

DFC-5558-01-US

Receipt Date: 29-JAN-2019
Filing Date: 14-SEP-2018
Time Stamp: 16:38:06

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
71354
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
1 IDS.pdf no 4
Form (5808) e2f682f5700c1 16e17c79bee6837d758d72

547ae
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Information:

This is not an USPTO supplied IDS fillable form

Total Files Size (in bytes): 71354

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NUMBER I FILING OR 371(C) DATE I FIRST NAMED APPLICANT I ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
16/131,035 09/14/2018 Mark Cipriani DFC-5558-01-US
CONFIRMATION NO. 4854

79958 POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER
Masco Corporation
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP IR O OTA
300 North Meridian Street 000000103421528
Suite 2700

Indianapolis, IN 46204
Date Mailed: 10/30/2018

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 10/25/2018.

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondence in this application will be mailed to the
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

Questions about the contents of this notice and the
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

Iyteferra/

page 1 of 1
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Do Coder PAL
Document Description; Power of Altornay

Under e Paperwoik Reducting Act of 1808, to parsung B reguisd M asspand © i! :f ¢ decum z_r m‘o mas:« W :$esﬂ & mspinys % v?ﬂ t (»!‘a‘ix o:?rfMF e 1:
¢
?{}Wﬁﬁ é’;’}?‘ ATTORNEY BY APP M{EANT
B

§ hereby ravoke aff previous powers of aftorney givan in the application identified in gither the altached transmittal letter or
the Doyes balow,

| Applivation Mumbes Filing Date

{Mote: The boxes shove may be et blank if information je provides on form PTO/AIABEAS

{ hereby aproint the Patent Frachtioner{s) associated with the following Custoroer Number as myfeur attomey{ss o agent{s, and
to transant all business in the United States Paterd and Trademark Dffice connaciad themwith for the application referenced in
ths attachad transmittal lstter (form PTUAIABZA) or identified abpugy s

OR

@3
i
it
X5

D i hereby appeint Practifionar{s) named in t%*vx attached list o FTO/AIAGEC) as myfour aliomey(s) or sgeni(s), and to fransact
all business i the Unted Stades Patant snd Trademar Office sunnactad thsrawith for the patent applivation referenced in the

A

aftached tranemital lntler Jom PTIVAIARZA) oy identified above. {MNote! Complete form PTOAIRGRZC)

Pleass recognize or changs the correspondence address for the applivation identified in the attached transmittal
leltor or the Doxes above I

The address asencialed with ihe shove-mentioned Custamer Number

OR .
D The address gssoociated with Customer Mumber: |
 OR : i
E:j Firrn o
e - I
Addresa
T § State B E e Zip
Country
Telephong | Erma i

Vam the Applivant 6f the Appheant is & judistio eniity, st the Applicant name it the box:

Delta Faucet Company

EH_,__J {rvanior o Joint Iaventor ille aptrenuied below)

Legal Represenistive of a Deveased of Legally Incapaciiated

frivanter (Tt not requires below]
Assighes or Parson to Whom the Inventor is Under an Obligation to Asaign {provide signet's e i applisant is & juristic entity}
1 i Parson Whn Gthatwise Shows Suflicieal Propristary Intaras! (e g petiv"i{m under 37 OFR H48{DH2) was gramed in the
application or s congurtanyly being fled with this document) ¢ \owds, signer’s ite it app-mant is a furistic entity}
SIGHATURE of Apglicant for Patent
The undersigned (whose 15 is suliplicd below) is autharized to act oo behadf of the applicant (8.0, whers the applicant 1§ a junialic sntity).

Signature . o § Diate (Optional) itss:cber 152078
Name } i
Title Vice Prasident - Della §\3’é icst-Company
NOTE: Sigralure - This for must ibes sige e by the applicant in acoordance with 37 CFR 1,33, Bee 27 CFR 1.4 for signalus :»qt srnRnis
and cedifications. ¥ more than.one applicant; use multiple fonms,
, fmma an Eni.io”'\iﬁll‘ti
This [

433,137 end 1,33 The svfoomation 1S raguired Io obiain o retain a benslt by the pubficwhich s to e {and by the

vgme'*}ec t),r RURENAIE 3 EIEE LR cofsotion westmated W ake 3 minules fo complete;

o el Ry tiﬂpvmdmo upan Hi igual AR8E ANy LOMMEBNts R thE amaunt
& 3 5 fser, U5, Palept and Tryds Lk

HIG SDDREST. SERD TO: Comnnissiones

Depanment of Tommercs, F.O0 E
for Patems, Q. Sox 1880, &S&f:andri:&( VA RZ3151488.

v e gssistanss i completing the Torm, Sall 1-800-PTC-Q783 and sefect option 2
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 34109257
Application Number: 16131035
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4854

Title of Invention:

VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Mark Cipriani

Customer Number:

79958

Filer:

Douglas Alan Yerkeson/Patsy Fonseca

Filer Authorized By:

Douglas Alan Yerkeson

Attorney Docket Number: DFC-5558-01-US
Receipt Date: 25-0CT-2018
Filing Date: 14-SEP-2018
Time Stamp: 08:18:18

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name . . .
Number u 'PH ! Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
812869
20181025_DFC-5558-01-
1 Power of Attorney - no 1
US_POApdf 722p531d54149e60b9belabd70c8f2dd400)

83674

Warnings:
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Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes): 812869

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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2PTO SB08/A

Substitute for form 1449/PTO Complete if Known
Application Number 16/131,035
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date September 14, 2018
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First Named Inventor Mark Cipriani
(Use as many sheets as necessary) Art Unit 1711
Examiner Name Not Assigned
Sheet | 1 | of | 1 Attorney Docket Number | DFC-5558-01-US
U.S. PATENT AND PATENT PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS
L e e B e R
AA | 708,844 09-1902 Sweeney
AB 737,247 08-1903 Kammerer
AC | 784,755 03-1905 Pein
2004/0168711 09-2004 Dickson, Jr. et al.
AE 8,646,476 02-2014 Thomas et al.
AF | 2018/0092505 04-2018 Simon
AG
AH
Al
Al
AK
AL
AM
AN
AO
AP
AQ
AR
AS
AT
AU
AV
AW
AX
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
e | e ] P | e | Gt |
(it known) - Figures Appear
AY BE896360 08-1983 | Vervenne & VanBell S A
AZ

Examiner Signature

Date Considered

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include
copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

US.120502240.01
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 34103312
Application Number: 16131035
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4854

Title of Invention:

VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Mark Cipriani

Customer Number:

79958

Filer:

Douglas Alan Yerkeson/Patsy Fonseca

Filer Authorized By:

Douglas Alan Yerkeson

Attorney Docket Number: DFC-5558-01-US
Receipt Date: 25-0CT-2018
Filing Date: 14-SEP-2018
Time Stamp: 08:07:08

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111{(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document Document Description File Name File Size( B){tes)/ Multl- 'Pages
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
66245
1 Foreign Reference DFC-5558-01- no 1
US_AbStraCt_Of_BE896360pdf 36cc4e9791101b4742a51e35a9b3c0e3971f

ccl1

Warnings:
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Information:

8296664
2 Foreign Reference DFC_5558_01_%Sf—BE896360A' no 12
p d776e984c06adbccd 2¢9120246a484b84ed
55389
Warnings:
Information:
49931
20181025_DF(C-5558-01-
3 Transmittal Letter US_LettertoPTOSubmittingIDS. no 1
pdf 6bc686c117146ec966a479760b37258das5b3|
0128c
Warnings:
Information:
160818
4 Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 20181025_DFC-5558-01- o 1
Form (5808) US_IDSpdf 74acba005a6118aa38a52bc97{716fe6a6f7
da01
Warnings:
Information:
This is not an USPTO supplied IDS fillable form
Total Files Size (in bytes): 8573658

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810}, a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.

Sanitary Ware - Ex. 1004 - Page 109




%&‘C&‘\\\\\\

Dralner for drinking glasses -is mounted in trough, and consists of central tube
with outer concentric slesve, and Inner control valve

Inventor{s}:

Applicant({s): VERVENNE & VAN BELL S A + (VERVENNE & VAN BELL
S.A)

Classification: - international: A47015/00; A47L15/16; BO8BY/34;

(IPC1-7). A47L

- cooperative: A4TL15/0065; BUBBS/34

Application BE19830210476 19830401

number:

Priority number{s): BE19830210476 19830401 ; BE18830896360 19830401

Abstract of BESSGISE {A)

The drinking-glass drainer is mounted in g trough inside a draining board, and has a
cross-piece at the top. The drainer consists of a ceniral twbular section inside which is
mounted the control for the rinsing waler. Cuiside the tubular section is mounted a
concentric sleeve. The top of the tubular section has a eylindrical shoulder (24) with
notches resting on the periphery of an oudiet hole in the trough. The bottom of the
concentric sleave has a side discharge pipe.
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ROYAUME DE BELGIQUE BREVET DINVENTION

. °
RN - & N B96. 360

MIMISTERE DES AFFAIRES ZCUONOMIQUES Classit. Internat.: ﬁgﬁg &

Mis en lecture I8: @.@ “ng i%g

Ls Minisive des Afialres Economigues,

Vu lg loi du 24 mai 1854 sur les brevets d'invention ;

VYu le procés-verbal dressé le 4 avril 1937 4 g hou5

au  Service de la Propriété industrielle:

ARRETE :

Article 1. — Il ext délivré @ 1p Sté dite : VERVENNE & VAN BELIER. Société
Anounyme ,

rue Pierrve Schlosser, 8«10, Bruxelles,

repr. par le Cabinet Bede & Bruxelles,

T.8-0

un brever Linvention powr: Rince-verres et plateau-égouttoir éguipé
dt'un tel rince-verres '

Brticle 2. — Ce brever lui est déliveé sans examen préglable, G ses risques el
périls, sans garantie soir de la réalité, de la nouveauwté ou du mérite de Pinvention, sou
de Pexactitude de la description, et sams préjudice du droit des tiers.

A présent arréié demeurera joint un des doubles de la spécification de Uinvention
{mémoire descriptif et éventugilement dessins) signés par Vintéressé et déposés & {appui
de sa demande de brever.

Bruxelles, le 29 avril 198 3
PAR DELEGATION SPQCU’!LE Jp—
# Direcheur Py f .

R. RAUX
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La Société dite : VERVENNE & VAN BELLE Société Anonvme

& B-1070 BRUXELLES ({Belgique)
Rince~verres et plateau-égouttoir éguipé d'un tel
rifnce-verres.
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La présente ‘invention concerne les rince~verres
et leur plateau-8goutioir utilisés particuliérement
pour les débits de boissons.

T

Les plateaux-&gouttoirs de ce genre sont géné-
ralement réalisés en t8le d'acier inoxydable vepliée sur
ses bords et comportent souvent un rince-verres placé dans une
cuvette. Celle-ci peut &tre emboutie dans la t8le méme, s0it rapportée
par soudure. Le rince-verres se compose d'un croisillion muni dans son
centre d'un giclaur relié 4 wne canalisation d'eau de vingage géné-
ralement réfrigérée.Lorsquion applique le bord supérieur d'un verre

retourné sur le croisillon, celui-ci se déplace 1égérement vers le

bas ouvrant ainsi le passage de 1l'eau de ringage vers le gicleur.

)

canisme de rince-verres actuellement

s

Les mé
sur le marché sont d'une hauteur telle qu'il est nécessaire
d'avoir une partie emboutie ou cuvette profonde débor-
dant largement en dessous de la face inférisure du
bord replié du platcau.

Cecl a comme conséguence néf
coupe importante, correspondant 3 la superficie totale
de la partie emboutie ou cuvette, do
dans la tablette du camptﬁir ce qui n'est pas t
acceptable et parfois difficile 3 réaliser.

Dtautre part, le m&canisme rvince-verres
actuel ne peut pas €tre monté plus haut &tant donné que
la partie supérieure ou croisillon ne peut pas dépasser
de la surface supérieure du platecau.

Un autre inconvénient de ces plateaux est que
la réalisation d'emboutissages profonds pose toujours

5
-

des problémes de fabrication et en particulier avec des

tGles en acier inoxydable.

Les plateaux-égouttoirs actusls sont munis
d'un &coulement de retour d'eau disposé latéralement
par rapport au raccordement du rince-verres. Dans le
fond des cuvettes, on prévoit donc deux orifices, un

pour le rince-verres et un pour 1l'écoulement , qui sont
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souvent prévus avec des logements circulaires en creux
destinés 3 recevoilr des joints d'@tanchéité. Il en

résulte que les liquides peuvent stagner dans
d

g d

]

la cuvette et qu'il est malaisé, sinon impossib)

o

la nettoyer convenablement.

Enfin tous les mécanismes actuellement sur le
marché présentent des fultes parasites de 1'eau de
ringage, ce qui entraine

- une consommation inutile d'eau

3t

10 - une consommation inutilie d'électricité 1l faut
savoir, en effet, que l'eau de vringage est généralement
réfrigérée par le matériel assurant la réfrigération

des boissons.

Les buts de la présente invention sont d'amé-

5
1
A,

15 liorey 1'hygiéne & 1l'emploi du rince-verres, de faci-

liter la fabrication du plateau~&gouttolir ainsi gue

le placement et l'entretien de 1'ensemble et enfin de

P

diminuer les pertes d'eau véfrigérée d'ol économie

5
i

d'eau et d'électricitéd a 1'emploi.

20 A cet effet, le rince~verres, objet de 1'inven-
tion, comprend essentiellement un corps tubulaire
central & 1'intérieur duquel est monté le mécanisme de

I'extérieur

55

commande du passage de 1'eau de rincage et

o+

duguel est montéd un manchon concentrique entre lequel

[gN]
w

et le corps tubulaire peuvent s'écouler les décharges
de liguides.
Un autre obijet de 1'invention est que 1'extré-

crieure du corps tubulaire est munie d'un

;5('\\

t cylindrique pour le maintien en position

by

é
33 centrale du corps tubulalre par vapport & l'crifice
d'écoulement central de la cuvette, cet épaulement
cylindrique &tant muni sur sa circonférence de plusieurs
entailles radiales permettant 1'écoulement des liguides
D'autres particularités et avantages de 1'in-

35 vention seront décrits ci-aprés i l'aide d'un exemple
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de réalisation non limitatif en se référant aux dessins
annexés dans lesquels

la figure 1 représente une vue en coupe partielle
de l'ensemble rvince-verres/plateau-&gouttoir suivant
lt'invention ;

la figure 2 est une vue partielle de dessus de
1'épaulement du corps tubulaire central.

Sur la figure 1 on a montré en 10 la tablerte
d'un comptoir de débit de boissons, en 11 le plateau-
égouttoir avec son rebord latéral 12 et une partie em-
boutie de forme conique ou cuvette 13. La périphérie de
la cuvette 13 est surmontée habituellement diune grille
amovible 14,

Au centre de la griile 14 et & un niveau légére-
ment plus bas de celle-ci, est disposé un croisillon
15 du genre connu en 501 qui est relié au mécanisme
de commande 20 du passage de 1'eau de vincgage du rince-
verres.

Conformément a 1'invention, ce mécanisme 20,
ggalement connu en soi, est logé a4 1'intérieur d4'un
corps tubulaire 22 dont l'extrémité supérieure est
pourvue d'un é&paulement cylindrique Z4. La périphérie
de cet Zpaulement 24 est munie d'entailles radiales 26
{figure 2) qui scont au nombre de quatre dans 1'exemple
illustré.

L'€paulement 24 prend appuil sur le bord de
ltorifice d'écoulement 16 de la cuvette 13. De préfé-

rence la lisiére bordant cet orifice 16 présentera

o
-
44

un léger bord vertical 17 afin de rigidifier la t
de permettre le centrage facile du corps tubulaire 212
et d'éviter les fuites par rejet d'eau en cas de dé€faut
d'étanchéité au joint 23 dont il sera question plus
loin dans la description.

L'intérieur du mécanisme 20 du rince-verres

peut &tre démonté 4 1'aide d'un &crou molleté I8 gui

Sanitary Ware - Ex. 1004 - Page 115



(¥ 2]

10

24
&

25

[N}
[¥x)

» o R 8 e « ® ® A4
e @ P DED 2 *ge s &
L3 @ owe ¥ 2 . % ° » 2
- s ] *® @ ® & ® ® Ld
L3 - R >R o« R @ @aw

sert également de déflecteur de 1'eau de rincage. Entre
1'€crou mollieté 28 et le corps tubulaire 22 est prévu
un joeint torique ou '0Y-ring 30. Entre une tige de poussée
372 et is corps 20 du mécanisme nce-verres, on préveit
€galement un joint torique 3

Cette tige 37 est déplacée vers le bas, comme
illustyéd en pointillé sur la figure 1, lorsqu'on appuie
15

AvVeC un verre sur le oisillon

)
4

et liheére le passage
de 1'eau de ringage.

Autour du corps tubulaire 22 est monté&, suivant
1*'invention, un manchon concentrique 36 § 1'aide d'un
écrou de serrage 38. Le bord supérieur du manchon 36
est muni d'une rainure concentrigue dans laquelle est

5

cgé le joint Z3. Par le serrage de 1'écrou 38, leg joint
es

[

<

™
i

€crasé entre le bord supérieur du manchon 36
me

D
ot
o
w
o

Jériphérie inférieure de 1l'orifice d'€coulement
a

1

—
N
[
6]

cuvette 13.

ol

Dans la parvrtie inférieure du manchon 36 est
prévu un tuyau d'évacuation latéral 40 des caux usées.
Ce tuyau est avantageusemsnt incling vers le bas pour
faciliter 1'écoulement et éviter la stagnation de
i'eau dans le fond du manchon 36,

Le mérite de la présente invention ré&side dans
ia combinaison de 1'écoulement avec 1'arvivée d'eau
dans un ensemble rince-verres compact dont la réduction
de taille a pu &tre obtenue par un arrangement original
des pidces constitutives tel gu'une partie du mécanisme
est incorporée dans 1l'espace réduit que constitue la
tubulure d'admission d'eau ainsi que par une étude
serrée des dimensions des piéces.

Les avantages propres au rince-verres selon
1'invention sont notamment
a) qu'il est démontable manuellement

pour démontage, inspection ou réparation, sans utili-

sation d'outils. L'é&crou molleté de grande dimension
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peut €tre facilement manceuvré & 1a main. A titre
accessoire, la dimension de 1'écrou est telle que le
démontage peut &tre effectué sans enlévement préalable
du croisillon;

5 b} qu'il est démontable par le haut :
c'est-~3d-dire par la partie facilement accessible du
plateau sans nécessiter une dépose de la canalisation

dfarrivée d'eau;

1]
L —

qu'il ne présente pas de pertes d'eau parasites

10 un 0" Tipg étanche la tige de poussée de sorte
gu'il n'y a pas dlautre consommation d'eau que celle
du gicleur supérieur.

A noter que ce ftacteur vient faciliter 1'utilisation

ie plateaux & cuvettes peu profondes : il n'y a pas
15 d'éclaboussures vers 1'utilisateur par ricochet des
projections d'eau parasites sur les parois de la
cuvette.
Les avantages propres 3 1'égouttoir, selon 1'in-
vention, sont que le comptoir ne doit plus &tre découpé
20 pour laisser passer la cuvette et gue son percage est
1imité au dégagement nécessaire au passage des tubulures
dlarrivée d'eau et d'écoulement, ce gul procure
- un gain de temps considérable au placement
- une réduction de la surface abimée du comptoir
25 - une réduction de 1’encombrement
- dans le cas de comptoirs Téfrigérés : une réduction
importante des pertes frigorifiques.
Les avantages propres & l'€coulement, dont
les piéces sont disposées de facgon concentrique sur la
30 tubulure d'arrivée d'eau du rince-verres, sont
a) amélioration de 1'Ecoulement des liquides, c'est-i-dire
facilité d'entretien et meilleure hygiéne. La dispo-
sition permet de réaliser une cuvette de forme coni-
que favorisant le drainage : une pente continue méne
35 les liquides jusque dans l'orifice d'é€coulement sans
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rencontrer d'aspérités ou surfaces plates permettant
une stagnation.

b} amélioration de 1’étanchéité : la suppression du
trou latéral d'dcoulement entraine évidemment une
réduction des possibilités de fuite. Du point de vue
esthétigue £galement, 1'aspect du plateau est sensi-
blement amélioré.

c) facilité de placement

a~

~ un seul trou, de diamétre rvéduit, est nécessaire
s

- -

! gain de temps et dégits limité

dlon au comptolr.

11 faut remarquer, & ce propos, que le dispositit
d'écoulement a la particularité d'avoir été
pour pouvoeir &tre introduit dans un trou de
@ 52 mm, ce diam&tre correspond au passage nécessalire
pour un tube de 1' 1/2", lequel se trouve &tre

celui généralement utilisé pour la fixation sur

ggouttoir des colonnes de tirage & débits multiples,

de sorte qué les professionnels disposent générale-

ment du matériel adéquat pour ce diamétre de per-

cage {emporte-piéce & boulon central). Ce percage

est donc trés aisé en comparaison des découpes

de grand diam&tre nécessaires au passage des
cuvettes profondes, rapportes {généralement @ 120)
ou embouties, gul elles, nécessitent pratiquement
PTfutilisation d'une scie.

~ un seul é&crou, facilement accessible, fixe 1'en-
semble rince-verres + &coulement : dans un dispo-
sitif A décharge latérale, l'une des conduites
géne l'accis 4 1'autre d'autant que 1'accés # la
face inférieure du comptoir est souvent malaisé
du fait de la présence de matériel frigorifique
ou de meubles de vangement.

- le raccord d'écoulement est orientable 3 3607 ce
qui facilite le raccordement du tube de décharge
en évitant coude ou pliage du tube souple.
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d} dans le cas de comptoirs réfrigérés, réduction
sensible des pertes frigorifiques : par la suppression
dfun trou et la facilité d'iscler 1'unique ouver-

ture circulaire.
Bien entendu diverses modifications peuvent &tre
apportées par 1'homme de 1'art au dispositif qui vient
d'8tre décrit uniquement 4 titre d'exemple non limitatif

sans sortir du cadre de 1l'invention.
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REVENDICATIONS

1. Rince~-verres desting 3 8tre montéd dans une

3

cuvette d'un plateau-Zgouttoir et muni 3 sa partie

supérieure d'un croisillon qui par son déplacement vers

W

le bhas provogue 1'ouverture du passage de 1'eau de

ringage au travers d'un gicleur central, caractérisé

en ce gu'il comprend essentiellement un corps tubulaire

central "{22) 34 1'intérieur duquel est monté le mécanisme

{20} de commande du passages de 1'eau de vingage et &

10 l'extérieur duquel est monté un manchon concentrique
{36} entre lequel et le corps tubulaire {22} peuvent
s'écouler les décharges de liquides.

2. Rince-verres suivant la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que l'extrémité supérieure du corps

15 tubulaire (22) est munie d'un épaulement cylindrique

{24} pouvant prendre appui sur la périphérie d'un

p

orifice d'écoulement {16) prévu dans la cuvette (13

Ay

4
!

d'un plateau-€gouttoir (11) et en ce quse la cirvrcont
gl

rence de 1'épaulement {Z4) est pourvue de plusieurs

20 entailles radiales (26) permettant 1'8coulement des
liquides.

3, Rince-verres suivant les revendi«

2, caractérisé en ce

P

i
ue le manchon concentrique {(38)
est monté sur le ¢ a

¢
Tps tubulaire ({22} 3 1%a:
8

an
0
"3
%@
"
o
=
o
“t
o
e
=)

o
25  &crou de serrage (38} lequel provoque 1°'
3
P

4
joint d'étanchéité (23} entre le bord supérieur du
manchon (36} et la périphérie inférieure de l'orifice
d*écoulement {16) de la cuvette (13).

4. Rince~-verres suivant les revendications 1 et

(WA}
fan]

2, caractérisé en ce que la partie inférieure du manchon
concentrique {36) est munie d'un tuyau d'évacuation
latéral (40) des eaux usées.

5. Rince~verres suivant les revendications 1 et

2, caractérisé en ce qu'on prévoit des joints toriques

Lk
93]

(O-ting) (30 et 34) respectivement d'une part entre un
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gcrou molleté (28) de montage du mécanisme rince-verres
et le corps tubulaive {22) et d'autre part entre une
tige de poussée (32) et le corps {20) du mécanisme de
commande du passage d'eau.

5. Plateau-égouttoir pour rince-verres suivant
la vevendication 1, caractérisé€ en ce qu'il comprend
une cuvette (13} de forme conigue dont la profondeur
totale ne dépasse pas la hauteur du rebord latéral (12}
du plateau (11).

sy

7. Plateau-€gouttoir suivant 1a revendication 6
caractérisé en ce qu'il présente au centre de la
cuvette (13) un seul orifice d'écoulement (16) des

eaux usées,

§. Plateau-égouttoir suivant la revendication 7
caractérisé en ce que la lisiére bordant 1'eorifice d'écou-
lement (16) des eaux usées présente un léger bord
vertical {17).

9. Ensemble rince-verres / plateau-égouttoir tel
que décrit ci-dessus et revendiqué par les revendications

1 4 8.

Bruxelles le @%EAVR,ﬁﬁg

Ppon.: La société dite
VERVENNE & VAN BELLE
Société Anonyme

Ppon.: CABINET BEDE,R.van Schoonbeek
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-
s
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Bruxelles, le 1 avril 1983
P.Pon. Vervenne & Van Belle 8.A.
P.Pon. CARINET mwcruw van Schoonbeek
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A proper domestic benefit claim must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim for
domestic benefit. See 37 CFR 1.76 and 1.78.

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None.

Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76.

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes
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Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 10/03/2018

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 16/131,035

Projected Publication Date: 03/19/2020
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
Title

VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS
Preliminary Class
134
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,

this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
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countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
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technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NUMBER I FILING OR 371(C) DATE I FIRST NAMED APPLICANT I ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
16/131,035 09/14/2018 Mark Cipriani DFC-5558-01-US
CONFIRMATION NO. 4854

79958 INFORMAL NOTICE
Masco Corporation
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP LRt T
300 North Meridian Street Lo0000Tv27572
Suite 2700

Indianapolis, IN 46204
Date Mailed: 10/04/2018

INFORMATIONAL NOTICE TO APPLICANT

Applicant is notified that the above-identified application contains the deficiencies noted below. No period for
reply is set forth in this notice for correction of these deficiencies. However, if a deficiency relates to the inventor's
oath or declaration, the applicant must file an oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, or a substitute
statement in compliance with 37 CFR 1.64, executed by or with respect to each actual inventor no later than the
expiration of the time period set in the "Notice of Allowability” to avoid abandonment. See 37 CFR 1.53(f).

The item(s) indicated below are also required and should be submitted with any reply to this notice to avoid
further processing delays.

+ A properly executed inventor's oath or declaration has not been received for the following inventor(s):
Mark Cipriani
Anthony Joseph Tentler
Jack William Judge
Thad J. Eads
Michael Scot Rosko
Raoul Labrie
Alejandra Lazarini
Michael J. Veros

Questions about the contents of this notice and the
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

/thadera/
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD

Application or Docket Number

Substitute for Form PTO-875 16/131,035
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($)
BASIC FEE
e .00 0) N/A N/A N/A N/A 300
SEARCH FEE
o o o N/A N/A N/A N/A 660
EXAMINATION FEE
N FEE N/A N/A N/A N/A 760
TOTAL CLAIMS ) *
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 30 minus 20= 10 OR |x 100 1000
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . *
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 3 minus 3 = x 460 0.00
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL TOTAL 2720
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
i Total . i = =
> a7 CF% ?.16(i)) Minus = OR X
a Independent * Minus | *** =
E (37 CFR 1.16(h) = OR |x
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
{Column 1) {Column 2) {Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
1N} Total * Minus * = =
= (37 CF% ?.16(i)) OR |x
% Independent * Minus | *** = = OR |x
L (37 CFR 1.16(h))
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".

*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

) ) Attorney Docket Number | DFC-5558-01-US
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

[ Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)

Inventor Information:

Remove
Inventor [1

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
[+ Ivlark Cipriani [+

Residence Information (Select One) e US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | famel State/Province | [N | Country of Residencé | Ps

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 4104 James Dean Drive

Address 2

City | Carmel State/Province | |IN
Postal Code 46033 Countryi | us

Remove
Inventor 2

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
| It\nthony Joseph Il'entler E

Re3|dence Information (Select One) (8 US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City IdefaII State/Province 'N Country of Residencé | [US

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 5302 E 500 N

Address 2

City | INindfaII State/Province | |IN

Postal Code 16076 Countryi | |US

Inventor 3

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
| Dack William Judge |

Residence Information (Select One) (@ US Residency Non US &aﬂdgg‘g Ware AﬁtweH‘%Mllltm Serwzc{q

EFS Web 2.2.13



PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Attorney Docket Number

DFC-5558-01-US

Application Number

Title of Invention

VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

City ‘ Indianapolis

State/Province | 'N_

Country of Residence

LS

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1

947 Pin Oak Court

Address 2

City | lndianapolis State/Province | |IN

Postal Code 46260 Countryi | |US

Inventor ¥

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
-] Jmad . Fads ]

Residence Information (Select One) (@ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | rbana State/Province | [N | Country of Residencd | s

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 3276 N 500 E

Address 2

City | Urbana State/Province | |IN

Postal Code 46990 Countryi | s

Inventor |5

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
v Ivlichael Scot Rosko v

Residence Information (Select One) (@ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | [ereenwood State/Province 'N Country of Residencd | US

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 120 Falkirk Court

Address 2

City | Greenwood State/Province | |IN

Postal Code 46143 Countryi | |us

Inventor |6

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

~| Raoul

| abrie

Residence Information (Select One) (®) US Residency

Non US Residency

Active US Military Service

Bhelbyville

Gity

State/Province

IN | countmyintRavidence x|
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PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | DFC-5558-01-US

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 P449 N. Richard Dr.

Address 2

City Shelbyville State/Province | |IN
Postal Code U6176 Countryi | |US

Inventor [7

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
z It\lejandra | azarini z

Residence Information (Select One) (@ US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | fcarmel State/Province 'N Country of Residencd | |US

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 h68 Arbor Dr.

Address 2

City | Carmel State/Province | |IN

Postal Code 46032 Countryi | s

Inventor 8

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
M Ivlichael . Veros M

Residence Information (Select One) (®) US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | [camel State/Province 'N Country of Residencd | [US

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 4595 Jason Street
Address 2
City Carmel State/Province | |IN
Postal Code 46033 Countryi | s
All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be A3
generated within this form by selecting the Add button.
Correspondence Information:
Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).
[ ] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.
Customer Number /9958 Sanitary Ware - Ex. 1004 - Page 132
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PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | DFC-5558-01-US

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —
Application Number

Title of Invention | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

Email Address Fnteas@faegrebd_com Add Email | |Remove Email

Application Information:

Title of the Invention VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

Attorney Docket Number| DFC-5558-01-US Small Entity Status Claimed [ |

Application Type Nonprovisional -
Subject Matter tility -
Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 12 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111(c) and 37 CFR 1.57{a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a).

Application number of the previcusly Filing date {YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country
filed application

Publication Information:
[ ] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Req uest Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under

35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One: e Customer Number US Patent Practitioner (O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)

Customer Number |79958
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PTO/AIA/M4 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Attorney Docket Number

DFC-5558-01-US

Application Number

Title of Invention | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate

National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.

When referring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number” field blank.

Prior Application Status

L4

Remove

Application Number

Continuity Type Prior Application Number

Filing or 371(c) Date
{YYYY-MM-DD)

v

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form
by selecting the Add button.

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.8.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When pricrity is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)I the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual
property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1).

Application Number

Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

Access Code (if applicable)

Remove

Add button.

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition

Applications

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March

[] 16, 2013.

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.

EFS Web 2.2.13

Sanitary Ware - Ex. 1004 - Page 134



PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

. Attorney Docket Number | DFC-5558-01-US
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property {IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office {(EPO) access to any search results from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate.

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX) - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPQ), the Japan Patent Office
{(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPQ), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of
China (SIPQO)}, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office
participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)

(1).

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 {opt-out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to
the instant application.

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant
[ ] application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with
any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent
[ ] application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant
application.
NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | DFC-5558-01-US

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

Applicant Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant {1

If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 {(assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be

identified in this section.

Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.5.C. 117 Joint Inventor

@ Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

vI

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. X

Organization Name Delta Faucet Company

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1 b5 East 111th Street

Address 2

City ndianapolis State/Province IN
Country | s Postal Code 16280
Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assighment recorded by the Office.
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PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.
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VESSEL RINSING APPARATUS

Background and Summary of the Disclosure

[0001] The present invention relates generally to a fluid dispensing system and, more
particularly, to a vessel rinsing apparatus for use with fluid vessels or receptacles, such as cups or
glasses.

[0002] The interior of glasses, cups, and other small vessels or containers are often
difficult to clean by removing dirt and debris after use. Conventional bottle brushes, sponges,
rags and other disposable materials are often used to clean such small vessels but may not be
effective, for example, as being incapable of fitting inside the vessel, and do not provide water
for rinsing. In addition, typical faucets lack directional pressurized water flow required to
adequately remove dirt and debris from extremities within the interiors of small vessels.

[0003] There remains a need for a vessel rinsing apparatus capable of being installed in a
standard countertop opening, or integrated as part of a faucet escutcheon, which allows for the
cleaning of small vessels, such as glasses and cups.

[0004] According to an illustrative embodiment of the present disclosure, a vessel rising
apparatus includes a mounting base having an upper coupler and a downwardly extending
mounting shank defining an opening extending along a longitudinal axis. The upper coupler is
configured to be supported above an upper surface of a mounting deck, and the mounting shank
is configured to extend through a mounting aperture formed within the mounting deck. A fluid
discharge member includes a central body supporting a plurality of nozzles and a trigger
extending outwardly from the central body. The central body is received with the opening of the
mounting shank and is moveable along the longitudinal axis. A valve shaft is operably coupled
to the fluid discharge member and is configured to move with the trigger to control water flow
through the central body to the plurality of nozzles. An escutcheon is supported by the upper
coupler of the mounting base and includes an upwardly extending wall defining a drain bowl,
and a drain channel extending through the upwardly extending wall. The drain channel is
configured to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl and a sink basin supported by

the mounting deck.
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[0005] According to another illustrative embodiment of the present disclosure, a vessel
rinsing apparatus includes a mounting base having a downwardly extending mounting shank
defining an opening extending along a longitudinal axis. The mounting shank is configured to
extend through a mounting aperture formed within a mounting deck. A fluid discharge member
includes a central body supporting a plurality of nozzles and a trigger extending outwardly from
the central body. The central body is received within the opening of the mounting shank and is
moveable along the longitudinal axis. A valve shaft is operably coupled to the fluid discharge
member and is configured to move with the trigger to control water flow through the central
body to the plurality of nozzles. A removable plate is supported by the trigger of the fluid
discharge member. The removable plate includes one of a strainer having a base and a plurality
circumferentially spaced drain openings, and an elastomeric brush having a plurality of upwardly
extending cleaning projections and a plurality of drain openings positioned intermediate adjacent
ones of the cleaning projections.
[0006] According to further illustrative embodiment of the present disclosure, a vessel
rinsing apparatus includes a mounting base having an upper plate and a downwardly extending
mounting shank defining an opening extending along a longitudinal axis, the upper plate
configured to be supported above an upper surface of the mounting deck, and the mounting
shank configured to extend through a mounting aperture formed within the mounting deck. A
fluid discharge member includes a central body supporting a plurality of nozzles and a trigger
extending outwardly from the central body. The central body is received within the opening of
the mounting shank and is moveable along the longitudinal axis. A valve shaft is operably
coupled to the fluid discharge member and is configured to move with the trigger to control
water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles. An escutcheon is supported by
the mounting base and includes an upwardly extending wall and a drain channel extending
through the upwardly extended wall, wherein the upper plate of the mounting face and the
upwardly extending wall of the escutcheon define a drain bowl. The drain channel is configured
to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl and a sink basin supported by the
mounting deck. A removable plate is supported by the trigger of the fluid discharge member.
[0007] Additional features and advantages of the present invention will become apparent

to those skilled in the art upon consideration of the following detailed description of the
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illustrative embodiment exemplifying the best mode of carrying out the invention as presently

perceived.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0008] The detailed description of the drawings particularly refers to the accompanying
figures in which:
[0009] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an illustrative vessel rinsing apparatus mounted to

a sink deck and fluidly coupled to a faucet;

[0010] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the vessel rinsing apparatus of FIG. 1;

[0011] FIG. 3 is a top exploded perspective view of the vessel rinsing apparatus of

FIG. 2;

[0012] FIG. 4 is a bottom exploded perspective view of the vessel rinsing apparatus of
FIG. 2;

[0013] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the vessel rinsing apparatus taken along line 5-

5 of FIG. 2, showing the discharge member in a closed position and a vessel shown in phantom;
[0014] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the vessel rinsing apparatus similar to FIG. 5,
showing the discharge member in an open position and a vessel shown in phantom;

[0015] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a first removable plate of the vessel rinsing
apparatus of FIG. 2 in the form of a strainer;

[0016] FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a second removable plate of the vessel rinsing
apparatus of FIG. 2 in the form of a cleaning brush, with a plurality of first cleaning projections;
[0017] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a third removable plate of the vessel rinsing
apparatus of FIG. 2 in the form of a cleaning brush, with a plurality of second cleaning
projections;

[0018] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a fluid discharge member of the vessel rinsing

apparatus of FIG. 2;

[0019] FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a valve shaft of the vessel rinsing apparatus of
FIG. 2;
[0020] FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view of the vessel rinsing apparatus taken along line

12-12 of FIG. 1, showing the drain channel in fluid communication with a sink basin;
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[0021] FIG. 13 is a perspective view of another illustrative embodiment vessel rinsing
apparatus; and
[0022] FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 5 of a further illustrative

embodiment vessel rinsing apparatus.

Detailed Description of the Drawings

[0023] For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the principles of the present
disclosure, reference will now be made to the embodiments illustrated in the drawings, which are
described herein. The embodiments disclosed herein are not intended to be exhaustive or to limit
the invention to the precise form disclosed. Rather, the embodiments are chosen and described
so that others skilled in the art may utilize their teachings. Therefore, no limitation of the scope
of the claimed invention is thereby intended. The present invention includes any alterations and
further modifications of the illustrated devices and described methods and further applications of
principles in the invention which would normally occur to one skilled in the art to which the
invention relates.

[0024] With reference initially to FIGS. 1 and 2, an illustrative vessel rinsing apparatus
10 is shown supported by a conventional mounting deck, such as a sink deck 12 supporting a
sink basin 14. A faucet 16 may be supported by the sink deck 12 for discharging water from a
water outlet 18 into the sink basin 14. The faucet 16 may be of conventional design, including a
delivery spout 20 defining the water outlet 18, and a manual mixing valve 22 for controlling
water flow from a hot water supply 24 and a cold water supply 26 to the water outlet 18. The
mixing valve 22 includes a valve handle 28 to control the flow rate and the temperature of water
delivered to the water outlet 18. A hot water supply tube 30 may fluidly couple the hot water
supply 24 to a first inlet of the mixing valve 22, and a cold water supply tube 32 may fluidly
couple the cold water supply 26 to a second inlet of the mixing valve 22. A mixed water outlet
tube 34 may fluidly couple an outlet of the mixing valve 22 a diverter valve 36.

[0025] The diverter valve 36 illustratively controls (e.g., toggles) water flow between the
outlet 18 of the delivery spout 20 and the vessel rinsing apparatus 10. An illustrative diverter
valve 36 is detailed in U.S. Patent 8,646,476, the disclosure of which is expressly incorporated
by herein by reference. A spout outlet tube 38 fluidly couples the diverter valve 36 to the outlet

18, while a dispenser tube 40 fluidly couples the diverter valve 36 to the vessel rinsing apparatus
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10. As such, the mixing valve 22 may be manipulated by the handle 28 to control the
temperature and flow rate of water delivered to the active outlet(s) selected by the diverter valve
36 (e.g., the delivery spout outlet 18 and the glass rinsing apparatus 10). The various water tubes
30, 32, 34, 38 and 40 may be formed of a flexible polymer, such as a cross-linked polyethylene
(PEX).
[0026] An escutcheon 42 may be positioned intermediate the sink deck 12 and the
delivery spout 20. A plurality of mounting apertures 44 may extend within the sink deck 12,
wherein at least some of the apertures 44a, 44b may be used to couple the faucet 16 to the sink
deck 12. In the illustrative embodiment, the glass rinsing apparatus 10 is fixed to the mounting
aperture 44c¢ that would conventionally support a kitchen side sprayer (not shown) adjacent the
sink basin 14. Such positioning facilitates draining of the vessel rinsing apparatus 10 into the
sink basin 14.
[0027] With reference to FIGS. 2-4, the illustrative vessel rinsing apparatus 10 includes a
mounting base 46 configured to be coupled to the sink deck 12. An escutcheon 48 illustratively
cooperates with the mounting base 46 to define a contoured drain receptacle or bowl 52 for the
collection and disposal of debris and wastewater. A fluid discharge member 54 is operably
coupled to the mounting base 46 and to a valve member 56. A trigger plate 58 is supported by
the fluid discharge member 54 and is configured to be engaged by a vessel 60 (e.g., a cup, glass
or other container) for activating water flow through the fluid discharge member 54 and into an
interior 62 of the vessel 60 (FIGS. 5 and 6).
[0028] The mounting base 46 illustratively includes an upper coupler, such as an upper
plate 64, and a downwardly extending mounting shank 66 defining an opening 67 extending
along a longitudinal axis 68. The upper plate 64 is configured to be supported above an upper
surface 69 of the sink deck 12 and illustratively comprises a disk 70 having a circular peripheral
edge 71. The mounting shank 66 is configured to extend through one of the mounting apertures
44¢ formed within the sink deck 12 and below a lower surface 72 of the sink deck 12. The
mounting shank 66 illustratively includes a stepped cylindrical tube 73 having upper external
threads 74 configured to threadably couple with a mounting nut 75 for securing the mounting
base 46 to the sink deck 12 (FIG. 1). Illustratively, the dispenser tube 40 is fluidly coupled to the
mounting shank 66 to provide water from a water supply (illustratively via the mixing valve 22

through the diverter valve 36). More particularly, the cylindrical tube 73 of the mounting shank
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66 illustratively includes lower external threads 76 configured to engage with a fitting 78 to
fluidly couple the dispenser tube 40 to the mounting shank 66 (FIG. 1).
[0029] With reference to FIGS. 3-6, the fluid discharge member 54 cooperates with the
mounting base 50 to deliver water from the dispenser tube 40. The fluid discharge member 54
illustratively includes a central body 80 defining a fluid passageway 82 and having a sprayface
83 supporting a plurality of nozzles 84 in fluid communication with the fluid passageway 82.
More particularly, the nozzles 84 may include a center nozzle 84a and a plurality of peripheral
nozzles 84b, 84c, 84d, 84e positioned radially outward from the center nozzle 84a. It should be
appreciated that the number and placement of the nozzles 84 may vary.
[0030] In one illustrative embodiment, the nozzles 84 may be oriented to direct water in
different desired positions within an interior 86 of the vessel 60, as represented by arrows 85 in
FIG. 6. For example, the center nozzle 84a may be configured to discharge water upwardly
parallel to the longitudinal axis 68. Illustratively, a first peripheral nozzle 84b may be oriented at
a first angle from the longitudinal axis 68 for directing water to a distal corner of a mug, a second
peripheral nozzle 84c may be oriented at a second angle from the longitudinal axis 68 for
directing water to a distal corner of a highball glass, a third peripheral nozzle 84d may be
oriented at a third angle from the longitudinal axis 68 for directing water to a distal corner of a
tumbler or pint glass, and a forth peripheral nozzle 84e may be oriented at a fourth angle from
the longitudinal axis 68 for directing water to a distal portion of a wine glass.
[0031] The central body 80 of the fluid discharge member 54 is slideably received within
the opening 67 of the mounting shank 66 such that it is moveable along the longitudinal axis 68.
More particularly, the fluid discharge member 54 is configured to move along the longitudinal
axis 68 between a raised (or rest) position (FIG. 5), and a lowered (or active) position (FIG. 6).
A spring 87 may cooperate with the mounting base 46 to bias the discharge member 54 to the
upper position. The fluid discharge member 54 may be restrained from rotating relative to the
mounting base 50. Illustratively, the central body 80 has an elongated cross section (e.g. oval)
thereby preventing rotation within the opening 67. Other rotatable couplers, such as a key
received within a keyway, may be substituted therefor.
[0032] A trigger 88 extends outwardly from the central body 80. The trigger 88
illustratively includes a plurality of radially outwardly extending arms or posts 90, each having a

first end 92 supported by the central body 80 and a freely supported second end 94.
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[0033] The valve member 56 illustratively comprises a valve pin or shaft 96 operably
coupled to the fluid discharge member 54 (e.g., via a threaded coupling 97), and is configured to
move with the trigger 88 to control water flow through the central body 80 to the plurality of
nozzles 84. More particularly, the valve shaft 96 illustratively includes a hollow body 98
defining a fluid passageway 102 in fluid communication with the fluid passageway 82 of the
central body 80 via radial openings 104. Upper and lower o-rings 106 and 108 are positioned
above and below openings 104, respectively. The valve member 56 may be a separate
component from the fluid discharge member 54, or formed integral therewith.
[0034] In the raised position as shown in FIG. 5, the valve shaft 96 blocks water flow
from the fluid source (e.g., the mixing valve 22) to the nozzles 84. More particularly, the o-ring
108 seals against a valve seat 109 to prevent water flow from opening 67 to the fluid passageway
102. In the lowered position as shown in FIG. 6, the valve shaft 96 provides fluid
communication between the fluid source and the nozzles 84. More particularly, a passageway
110 between the o-ring 108 and the valve seat 109 permits water flow therethrough from opening
67 to fluid passageway 102 through openings 104, and through the fluid passageway 82 to the
nozzles 84
[0035] The escutcheon 48 is supported by the mounting base 50 and illustratively
includes an upwardly extending wall 114 and a drain channel 116 extending through the
upwardly extending wall 114. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 12, the drain channel 116 is configured
to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl 52 and the sink basin 14 supported by
the sink deck 12. The upper plate 64 of the mounting base 50 and the upwardly extending wall
114 of the escutcheon 42 illustratively define the drain bowl 52. An o-ring 118 is illustratively
supported by the peripheral edge 71 of the upper plate 64 to releasably retain the escutcheon 48
to the mounting base 50. As such, the escutcheon 48 may be exchanged with other escutcheons
with different aesthetic shapes, finishes and/or drain channel 116 dimensions.
[0036] The drain channel 116 illustratively includes a lower wall 122 and opposing side
walls 124 and 126. A lip 127 and an associated undercut 128 formed in a lower surface of the
lower wall 122 prevents wastewater flowing through the drain channel 116 from running back
toward the rear wall 129 of the sink basin 14. More particularly, the undercut 128 cooperates

with the lip 127 to direct water downward.
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[0037] In an illustrative embodiment, the trigger plate 58 is removably supported by the
trigger 88 of the fluid discharge member 54 above the drain bowl 52. More particularly, the
removeable trigger plate 58 is illustratively supported by the arms 90 of the trigger 88.
Mlustratively, a retaining ring 130 concentrically receives and frictionally engages the body 80 to
releasably secure the trigger plate 58 to the fluid discharge member 54. The removable trigger
plates 58 can be cleaned, replaced and/or exchanged with other trigger plates 58 that may have
different cleaning benefits (e.g., characteristics of a brush or sponge).
[0038] Anti-rotation members may be configured to prevent rotation of the removeable
trigger plate 58 about the longitudinal axis 68 relative to the fluid discharge member 54. The
anti-rotation members may comprise a recess 132 supported by the fluid discharge member, and
cooperating tabs 134 supported by the removeable trigger plate 58.
[0039] With reference to FIG. 7, a first removeable trigger plate 58a may comprise a
strainer 136 including a base 138 and a plurality of circumferentially spaced drain openings 140
arranged in a plurality of radially spaced rows. As a rim 142 of the glass 60 contacts the upper
surface 144 of the strainer 136, a lower surface 146 of the strainer 136 engages the trigger 88
(FIGS. 5 and 6).
[0040] As shown in FIG. 8, a second removeable trigger plate S8b may comprise an
elastomeric brush 148 including a plurality of upwardly extending projections or pegs 150 and a
plurality of drain openings 152 positioned intermediate adjacent cleaning projections 150. The
rim 142 of the glass 60 is configured to be received between adjacent cleaning projections 150 to
assist in cleaning the inner and outer surfaces of the rim 142.
[0041] As shown in FIG. 9, a third removable trigger plate 58¢c may comprise an
elastomeric brush 154 similar to that shown in FIG. 8. More particularly, the brush 154 includes
a plurality of upwardly extending projections or bristles 156 and a plurality of drain openings
158 positioned intermediate adjacent cleaning projections 156.
[0042] A further illustrative embodiment vessel rinsing apparatus 210 is shown in FIG.
13 as including many of the same elements as the vessel rinsing apparatus 10 detailed above. As
such, in the following description, like components are identified with similar reference
numbers. The drain channel 216 of the vessel rinsing apparatus 210 includes a movable tray 218
supported by the upper wall 214 of the escutcheon 242. Move particularly, the movable tray 218
includes opposing side walls 244, 245 supported by a lower wall 248. The side walls 244, 245
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are slidably received within the upper wall 214 of the escutcheon 242, and the lower wall 248 is
slidably received within the upper plate 264 of the mounting base 246. As such, the relative
position of the drain channel 216 may be adjusted (as shown by arrows 266) to facilitate
wastewater discharge into the sink basin 14. More particularly, the removable tray 218
accommodates different dimensions between the mounting aperture 44¢ and the sink sink basin
14.
[0043] Another illustrative embodiment vessel rinsing apparatus 310 is shown in FIG. 14
as including many of the same elements as the vessel rinsing apparatus 10 detailed above. As
such, in the following description, like components are identified with similar reference
numbers. The vessel rinsing apparatus 310 includes a mounting base 346 including a mounting
shank 366 and an upper coupler 364. The escutcheon 348 illustratively includes a lower wall
362 and an upwardly extending wall 314 defining the drain bowl 52.
[0044] Although the invention has been described in detail with reference to certain
preferred embodiments, variations and modifications exist within the spirit and scope of the

invention as described and defined in the following claims.
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CLAIMS:

1. A vessel rinsing apparatus comprising:

a mounting base including an upper coupler and a downwardly extending
mounting shank defining an opening extending along a longitudinal axis, the upper coupler
configured to be supported above an upper surface of a mounting deck, and the mounting shank
configured to extend through a mounting aperture formed within the mounting deck;

a fluid discharge member including a central body supporting a plurality of
nozzles and a trigger extending outwardly from the central body, the central body received
within the opening of the mounting shank and movable along the longitudinal axis;

a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and configured to
move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles;
and

an escutcheon supported by the upper coupler of the mounting base and including
an upwardly extending wall defining a drain bowl, and a drain channel extending through the
upwardly extending wall, the drain channel configured to provide fluid communication between

the drain bowl and a sink basin supported by the mounting deck.

2. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a removable plate

supported by the trigger of the fluid discharge member.

3. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 2, wherein the removable plate comprises
one of a strainer including a base and a plurality of circumferentially spaced drain openings, and
an elastomeric brush including a plurality of upwardly extending cleaning projections and a

plurality of drain openings positioned intermediate adjacent ones of the cleaning projections.

4. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 2, further comprising anti-rotation members
supported by the fluid discharge member and the removable plate, the anti-rotation members
configured to prevent rotation of the removable plate about the longitudinal axis relative to the

fluid discharge member.

US.119679587.03
Sanitary Ware - Ex. 1004 - Page 150



DFC-5558-01-US
11

5. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 4, wherein the fluid discharge member is

restrained from rotating relative to the mounting base.

6. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the upper coupler of the
mounting base includes an upper plate, the upper plate and the upwardly extending wall of the

escutcheon defining the drain bowl.

7. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 6, further comprising an o-ring supported by

the upper plate of the mounting base and engaging the escutcheon.

8. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the drain channel includes a
lower wall having an undercut to prevent water from running back along a rear wall of the sink

basin.

0. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the escutcheon includes a

moveable tray defining the drain channel, such that the length of the drain channel is adjustable.

10.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the trigger of the fluid discharge
member includes a plurality of arms extending radially outwardly from the central body of the

fluid discharge member.

11. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the fluid discharge member is

fluidly coupled to an outlet of a faucet mixing valve.
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12. A vessel rinsing apparatus comprising:

a mounting base including a downwardly extending mounting shank defining an
opening extending along a longitudinal axis, the mounting shank configured to extend through a
mounting aperture formed within a mounting deck;

a fluid discharge member including a central body supporting a plurality of
nozzles and a trigger extending outwardly from the central body, the central body received
within the opening of the mounting shank and movable along the longitudinal axis;

a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and configured to
move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles;
and

a removable plate supported by the trigger of the fluid discharge member;

wherein the removable plate comprises one of a strainer including a base and a
plurality of circumferentially spaced drain openings, and an elastomeric brush including a
plurality of upwardly extending cleaning projections and a plurality of drain openings positioned

intermediate adjacent ones of the cleaning projections.

13.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, wherein the mounting base further
includes an upper coupler configured to be supported above an upper surface of a mounting

deck, the escutcheon being supported by the upper coupler of the mounting base.

14. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, further comprising an escutcheon
supported by the mounting base and including an upwardly extending wall and a drain channel
extending through the upwardly extending wall, wherein the upper plate of the mounting base
and the upwardly extending wall of the escutcheon define a drain bowl, the drain channel
configured to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl and a sink basin supported by

the mounting deck.

15. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 14, further comprising an o-ring supported

by the upper plate of the mounting base and engaging the escutcheon.
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16. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 14, wherein the drain channel includes a
lower wall having an undercut to prevent water from running back along a rear wall of the sink

basin.

17.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 14, wherein the escutcheon includes a

moveable tray defining the drain channel, such that the length of the drain channel is adjustable.

18.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, further comprising anti-rotation
members supported by the fluid discharge member and the removable plate, the anti-rotation
members configured to prevent rotation of the removable plate about the longitudinal axis

relative to the fluid discharge member.

19. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 18, wherein the fluid discharge member is

restrained from rotating relative to the mounting base.

20.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, wherein the trigger of the fluid
discharge member includes a plurality of arms extending radially outwardly from the central

body of the fluid discharge member.

21. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 12, wherein the fluid discharge member is

fluidly coupled to an outlet of a faucet mixing valve.
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22. A vessel rinsing apparatus comprising:

a mounting base including an upper plate and a downwardly extending mounting
shank defining an opening extending along a longitudinal axis, the upper plate configured to be
supported above an upper surface of a mounting deck, and the mounting shank configured to
extend through a mounting aperture formed within the mounting deck;

a fluid discharge member including a central body supporting a plurality of
nozzles and a trigger extending outwardly from the central body, the central body received
within the opening of the mounting shank and movable along the longitudinal axis;

a valve shaft operably coupled to the fluid discharge member and configured to
move with the trigger to control water flow through the central body to the plurality of nozzles;

an escutcheon supported by the mounting base and including an upwardly
extending wall and a drain channel extending through the upwardly extending wall, wherein the
upper plate of the mounting base and the upwardly extending wall of the escutcheon define a
drain bowl, the drain channel configured to provide fluid communication between the drain bowl
and a sink basin supported by the mounting deck; and

a removable plate supported by the trigger of the fluid discharge member.

23.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the removable plate comprises
one of a strainer including a base and a plurality of circumferentially spaced drain openings, and
an elastomeric brush including a plurality of upwardly extending cleaning projections and a

plurality of drain openings positioned intermediate adjacent ones of the cleaning projections.

24, The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 23, further comprising an o-ring supported

by the upper plate of the mounting base and engaging the escutcheon.

25.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the drain channel includes a
lower wall having an undercut to prevent water from running back along a rear wall of the sink

basin.

26.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the escutcheon includes a

moveable tray defining the drain channel, such that the length of the drain channel is adjustable.
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27.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, further comprising anti-rotation
members supported by the fluid discharge member and the removable plate, the anti-rotation
members configured to prevent rotation of the removable plate about the longitudinal axis

relative to the fluid discharge member.

28. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 27, wherein the fluid discharge member is

restrained from rotating relative to the mounting base.

29.  The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the trigger of the fluid
discharge member includes a plurality of arms extending radially outwardly from the central

body of the fluid discharge member.

30. The vessel rinsing apparatus of claim 22, wherein the fluid discharge member is

fluidly coupled to an outlet of a faucet mixing valve.
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Abstract of the Disclosure

A vessel rinsing apparatus including a mounting base, a fluid discharge member
including a plurality of nozzles, a valve member operably coupled to the fluid discharge member
and configured to control water flow through the nozzles, and an escutcheon supported by the

mounting base.
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