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COVID-19 Commercialization

Commercialization is the transition of COVID-19 medical countermeasures, including
vaccines, treatments, and test kits previously purchased by the U.S. Government
(USG), to more established standard pathways of procurement, distribution, and
payment by both public and private payers (i.e., the traditional health care
marketplace). Providing access to vaccines, treatments, and tests in the commercial
market is something that manufacturers, logistics companies, and payors do every
day, addressing a broad range of diseases and conditions.

Over the last year, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has
taken a series of actions to communicate to and engage with manufacturers,
distributors, payors, states and local jurisdictions, territories, and other stakeholders
to ensure a smooth transition of the purchase and distribution of the COVID-19
vaccine to the commercial market in the fall of 2023.

Vaccine ordering through USG processes will begin to phase out on August 3, with a
formal transition to the commercial market expected in mid-to-late September,
pending regulatory action by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and
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recommendation from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Our commitment to equity and access continues during this transition to the
commercial market, especially for the uninsured through the HHS Bridge Access
Program for Vaccines and Treatments </about/news/2023/04/18/fact-sheet-hhs-announces-hhs-

bridge-access-program-covid-19-vaccines-treatments-maintain-access-covid-19-care-uninsured.html>.

As we’ve made clear throughout this transition, nothing is immediately changing
with regard to the public’s access to vaccines. Everyone can still receive the COVID-19
vaccine at no-cost from their local provider or pharmacy, as has been the case for
some time. And anyone who is high-risk and hasn't already received the latest
vaccine should so as soon as possible to allow greater time to pass between receiving
the current and new versions of the vaccine. It is the safest way to protect yourself
from severe disease and hospitalization.

Resources

July 13,2023 CDC Release: CDC to Launch “Bridge Access Program” in Fall 2023
to Provide Free COVID-19 Vaccines to Uninsured and Underinsured Adults
</about/news/2023/07/13/cdc-launch-bridge-access-program-fall-2023-provide-free-covid-19-vaccines-

treatments-uninsured-underinsured-adults.html>

July 13,2023 CMS Administrator Brooks-LaSure Letter to Payors Regarding
Coverage of COVID-19 Vaccines Post Commercialization </about/news/2023/07/13/cms-
administrator-brooks-lasure-letter-to-payors-regarding-coverage-covid-19-vaccines-post-

commercialization.html>

July 13,2023 HHS Secretary Becerra Letter to COVID-19 Vaccine Manufacturers

</about/news/2023/07/13/letter-covid-19-vaccine-manufacturers.html>

July 5,2023 HHS Commercialization Transition Guide - PDF

<https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/hhs-commercialization-transition-guide-508.pdf>

End of the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE) Information </coronavirus/covid-
19-public-health-emergency/index.html>

BioNTech-Pfizer Exhibit 1171
BioNTech SE and Pfizer Inc. v. ModernaTX, Inc. IPR2023-01358 23
Page 2 of 3

https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/commercialization/index.html



8/23/24, 2:05 PM COVID-19 Commercialization | HHS.gov

Content created by Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs (ASPA)
Content last reviewed July 13,2023

BioNTech-Pfizer Exhibit 1171
BioNTech SE and Pfizer Inc. v. ModernaTX, Inc. IPR2023-01358 33
Page 3 of 3

https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/commercialization/index.html





