
periphery noun

pe·​riph·​ery  pə-ˈri-f(ə-)rē 

plural peripheries
Synonyms of periphery
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1 : the perimeter of a circle or other closed curve

also : the perimeter of a polygon

2 : the external boundary or surface of a body

3 a : the outward bounds of something as distinguished from its internal regions or
center : CONFINES

b : an area lying beyond the strict limits of a thing
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border borderline

bound boundary

brim circumference

compass confines

edge edging

end frame

fringe hem

margin perimeter

rim skirt

skirting verge

See all Synonyms & Antonyms in Thesaurus 

Recent Examples on the Web

the dogs are confined by an invisible electronic fence that runs along the periphery of
the yard

But while Hadid’s triangle top stood out for its nostalgic appeal, the style has lurked on
the fashion periphery in recent years as crop tops have remained a fixture.

Jacqui Palumbo, CNN, 24 July 2024

The mass splashes out toward the periphery, forming something concave—a parabola.

Emily Watlington, ARTnews.com, 22 July 2024

The Tortue Perpetual Calendar launched in 2010 measured a hefty 41.2mm in
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See all Example Sentences for periphery 

These examples are programmatically compiled from various online sources to illustrate current

usage of the word 'periphery.' Any opinions expressed in the examples do not represent those of

Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback about these examples.
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advisor?
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Etymology

Middle French peripherie, from Late Latin peripheria, from Greek periphereia, from
peripherein to carry around, from peri- + pherein to carry — more at BEAR

First Known Use

The Tortue Perpetual Calendar, launched in 2010, measured a hefty 41.2mm in
diameter and featured a combination leap year and month indicator at 12 o’clock, a

retrograde day indicator across the dial center, and a radial date indicator along the
dial periphery.

Oren Hartov, Robb Report, 15 July 2024

Even on the Nordic periphery, in the far north of the Atlantic, Iceland is benefiting from
a 49% increase in bookings this summer, according to Virtuoso.

Ryan Hogg, Fortune Europe, 6 July 2024
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circa 1568, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Time Traveler

The first known use of periphery was circa 1568

See more words from the same year

peripheral neuropathy
periphery
periphrase
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periphery noun
pe·​riph·​ery  pə-ˈrif-(ə-)rē 

plural peripheries

periphery noun
pe·​riph·​ery  pə-ˈrif-(ə-)rē 

plural peripheries

1 : the boundary or surface of a body or figure

2 : the outer or outermost part

1 : the outward bounds of something as distinguished from its internal regions or
center

2 : the regions (as the sense organs, the muscles, or the viscera) in which nerves
terminate
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