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exert {oneself) vigorously or to full capacity: Few mountain climbers
extended themselves-as those two have. b, To cause to move at full
Nlap. Used of a horse. 6. Chiefly British a. To appraise or assess; value.
o seize or make a levy on for the purpose of settling a debt. —intr.
o be or became lang, large, or comprehensive: influence that extended
1o other continents; tabls legs that extend by unscrewing. [Middle English
extenden < Old French extendre < Latin axtcudclm: €x-, ex- + tendere, to
qretchs see ten- in App. L] —ex-tend’a-billi-ty, ex-tend'ishiltisty
—ex-tend’asble, ex-tend’i:ble adj.
ex-tend-ed (ik-sten’did) adj. 1. Stretched or pulled out: an extended
elescope. 2, Continued for a long perlod of time; protracted: had an
extended vacation in the Alps, 3. Enlarged or broad in meaning, scope, or
nfluence: an extended sense of the word honest. —exstend/ed-ly ady.
extended family ». A family group that consists of parents, chil-
dren, and other relatives, often living in close proximity.
eg.tem:l-er (Ik-stén’dar) n. A substance added to another substance
1o modify, dilute, or add to it tloaf that contained ! as.an ex-
fender.
ex-tensi-ble (ik-stén’sa-bal) adj. 1. Capable of being extended or
rotruded: an extensible tongue; extensible tables. 2. Computers Of or
relating to a programming language or a system that can be modified by
changing or adding features. —exsten’sisbilfisty »,
ex-tenssile (ik-stén’sil) adj. Extensible,
ax-tenssion (ik-stén’shan) n. 1. The act of extending or the condition
of being extended: the extension of the subway inta the suburbs, 2. The
smount, degree, or range to which something extends or can extend: The
wire has an extension of 50 feet. 3a. The act of straightening or extend-
ing a limb, b. The position assumed by an'extended limb, 4. A length of
human or synthetic hair attached to the scalp or to strands of hair close
1o the scalp to add volume, length, or color. 5. Medicine The application
of traction to a fractured or dislocated limb to restore the normal posi-
tion. 6a. An addition that increases the area, influence, operation, or
contents of something: an extension for the vacuum cleaner; built a new
extension anto the hospital wing. b. An additional telephone connected
to a main line, 7a. An allowance of extra time, as for the repayment of a
debt. b. The period of this extra time: three months’ extension on the loan.
8, The property of an object by which it occupies space. 9a. A program
in a university, college, or school offering academic instruction to non-
traditional students, such as working adults, who cannot attend classes
at the usual place and time, b. A publicly funded program offering such
instruction along with information in agriculture, home economics, and
business. 10, Computers A set of characters that follow a filename and
are separated from it by a period, nsed to identify the kind of file: In most
‘operating systems, fil having the ion .EXE are executable files,
11. Logic The class of objects designated by a specific term or concept;
denotation. 12. Mathematics A set that includes a given and similar set
as a subset. [Middle English extensioun < Old French extension < Latin
extensia, exténsion- < exténsus, past participle of extendere, to extend; see
EXTEND.] —eX-ten’sion.al adj.
extension cord #. An insulated, flexible electric wire fitted with a
plug at one end and one or more outlets on the other, allowing one to plug
in devices whose cords are not long enough to reach a wall outlet.
ex-ten.si.ty (ik-stén’si-té) n., pl. -ties 1a. The quality of having ex-
tension or being extensive. b. A specific degree or range of extension, 2.
The attribute of sensation that enables one to perceive space or size.
ex-ten.sive (ik-sténfsiv) adj. 1. Large in extent, range, or amount. 2.
Of or relating to the cultivation of vast areas of land with a minimum of
labor or expense. —ex-ten/sive:ly adv. —ex-tenfsive.ness .
ex.ten.som.e.ter (¢k’stén-sém’i-tar) n. An instrument used
to measure minute deformations in a test specimen of a material.
[EXTENS(1ON) + —~METER.]
ex-ten.sor (ik-stén’sor) n. A muscle that extends or straightens a limb
or body part. [New Latin exténsor < Latin exténsus, past participle of
extendere, to stretch out; see EXTEND,]
ex-tent (ik-stént’) 1. 1a. The range, magnitude, or distance over which
athing extends: landowners unaware of the extent of their own holdings. b,
The degree to which a thing extends: prosecuted to the fullest extent of the
law. 2. An extensive space or area: an extent of desert. 3. Law a. In Great
Britain, a writ allowing a creditor 10 seize a debtor's property temporarily,
» The seizure in execution of such a writ. 4. Archaic An tor

extended | extirpate

an extended adjacent side. 2. Any of the four angles that do not include a
region of the space between two lines intersected by a transversal,
ex-te.ri-or-i-ty (ik-stir’é-6r/i-té, -6r/-) n. Outwardness; externality.
ex-te-ri-or.ize (ik-stir’é->-riz’) tr.v. -ized, -iz-ing, -izees 1. To turn
outward; externalize: They exteriorized their feelings of sympathy by erect-
ing monuments to the deceased. 2, Medicine To expose (an internal organ
or body part), as in surgery.

ex.ter-mi-nate (ik-star’ms-nat’) tr.v. -nat-ed, -nat.ing, -nates
To get rid of by destroying completely: exterminated the termites that were
weakening the wall. See Synonyms at annihilate. [Latin extermindre,
extermindt-, 1o drive out ; ex-, ex- + fermindre, to mark boundaries (<
terminus, boundary marker).] —ex-ter’mi-na’tion n. —ex-ter/mi.
na’tive, ex-ter’misnasto’ry (-ns-t6r’€) adj.

ex-ter-mi.na.tor (ik-str’/mo-na’tor) n. One that exterminates, es-
pecially one whose occupation is the extermination of vermin.
ex-tern or exsterne (&k/stirn’) n. A person associated with but not
officially residing in an institution, especially a nonresident physician on
ahhaspital staff. [Latin externus, external; see BXTERNAL] —eX/terns
ship’ n.

ex-ter.nal (ik-sttr/nal) adj. 1. Relating to, existing on, or connected
with the outside or an outer part; exterior. 2. Suitable for application to
the outside: external paints. 3. Existing independently of the mind. 4.
Acting or coming from the outside: external pressures. 5, OF or relating
chiefly to outward appearance; superficial: “An internal sense of righteous-
ness dwindles into an external concern for reputation” (AR, Gurney, Jr.). 6.
Of or relating to foreign affairs or foreign countries: the countrys minister
of external affairs. ¢ n. 1. An exterior part or surface. 2. externals a.
Outer circumstances. b. Outward appearances: was charming as far as
the externals went. [Middle English < Latin externus, outward < exter;
see eghs in App. L.] —ex-ter/nalsly adv.

external auditory canal . See ear canal.

external capsule 7. A thin layer of white substance in the brain that
separates the claustrum from the lentiform nucleus.
ex-ter-nal-com.bus.tion engine (ik-stir/nol-kom-biis/chon)
n. An engine, such as a steam engine, in which the fuel is burned outside
the engine cylinder.

external ear ». The outer portion of the ear including the auricle and
the passage leading to the eardrum. Also called outer ear.
ex-ter-nalsism (ik-stiir’ns-liz’om) n. Excessive concern with outer
circumstances or appearances. —eX-ter/nalsist n.

ex.ter-nal.i-ty (ek’stor-nal’i-té) n., pl. -ties 1a. The condition or
quality of being external or externalized. b. Something that is external.
2. A cost or benefit that affects people other than these involved in the
economic activity that produced it and that is not reflected in prices:
pollution and other negative externalities.

ex.ter-nal-ize (ik-stir’no-liz’) ir.v. -ized, -iz-ing, -iz-es 1a. To
make external. b, To manifest externally: “Marriage is a nice way to ex-
ternalize the private commitmients made between you" (Patti Davis). 2. To
attribute to outside causes. 3, To project or attribute (inner conflicts or
feelings) to external circumstances or causes. —exster’nalsi-za‘tion
(-li-za’shan) n.

external phase n. See dispersion medium.

external respiration n. The exchange of oxygen and carbon di-
oxide between the environment and respiratory organs such as gills or
lungs.

ex-ter-o.cep-tor (k’sta-rd-sép’tor) n. A sense organ, such as the
ear, that receives and responds to stimuli originating from outside the
body. [Latin exter, outside; see EXTERIOR + (RE)CEPTOR.] —ex’ter-0s
cep/tive adj.

exster.ri-to-ri.al (gks’tér-i-t6r/&-31) adj. Extraterritorial. —ex’ter»
risto’risaltisty (-al7i-te) n. —ex’tersristo’risalsly adv.

ex-tinct (ik-stingkt’) adj. 1. No longer existing or living: an extinct
species, See Synonyms at dead. 2. No longer burning or active: an extinct
voleano, 3. No longer in use: an extinet custom. [Middle English < Latin
exstinctus, past participle of exstinguere, to extinguish; see exrinGUIsH.]
ex.tinc.tion (ik-stingkfshon) n. 1a. The act of extinguishing, b. The
condition of being extinguished. 2. The fact of being extinct or the proc-
ess of becoming extingt: “The mast effective agent in the extinction of spe-
cies is the pressure of other species” (Alfred R. Wallace). 3. Psycholagy A

1

Valuation, as of land in Britain, especially for taxation. [Middle English
eXtente, assessment on land < Anglo-Nerman < feminine past participle
of extendre, to-extend < Latin extendere; see EXTEND]

eXsten.u.ate (ik-sienfyco-at’) trv, -at.ed, -at-ing, -ates 1. To
€isen or appear to lessen the seriousness or extent of (an offense, for
“xample), espectally by providing partial excuses; extenuqted his crime
4 part of his testimony. 2. Archaic a, To make thin or emaciated. b. To
Mitigate or lessen. €. To belittle; disp |Latin extenudre, extenuar-
€X-, eX- + fenudre, to make thin (< tenuis, thin; see ten- in App. I).]
—eXden’u.a'tive adj, & n. —exsten’usa’tor i —ex-ten/u-a-to’-
1Y (-2-161"€) adj,

@x-ten.u.a.tion (ik-stén’yso-afshan) n. 1. The act of extenuating
E;Jhc condition of being extenuated; partial justification. 2. A partial

“Use,
E"'t_e-ri-or (ik-stir’é-ar) adj. 1. Quter; external: the exterior door. 2.
f riginating or acting from the outside: exterior influences on the negotia-
. :rls. 3. Suitable for use outside: an exterior paint. % n. 1. A part ora
. tace that is owtsidle: the exterior of the house. 2, An external or outward
OPP‘lI‘nrance: a friendly exterior. 3. A representation in visual art of the
ﬂ:‘: Oors: The filim includes some striking exteriors. | Latin, comparative of
Cr. outward; see eghs in App. 1.] —ex-tefri-or:ly adv.
SXterior angle , 1. The angle between any side of a polygon and
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i ion or a loss in the strength or rate of a conditioned response when
the unconditioned stimulus or reinforcement is withheld. 4. Physiology
A gradual decrease in the excitability of a nerve to a previously adequate
stimulus, usually resulting in total loss of excitability. 5. Astronony The
dimming of celestial objects, usually measured in magnitudes, due to
scattering and absorption of their light as it passes through interstellar
dust clouds and the earth’s atmosphere.

ex.tinc.tive (ik-stingk’tiv) adj. Tending to extinguish or make ex-
tinct,

ex-tin-guish (ik-sting’gwish) tr.v. -guished, -guishsing, -guish-
es 1. To cause (a fire or light) to stop burning or shining; put out. 2.
To put an end to or make extinct; destroy: “Her death extinguished the
dream of family that was closest to his lieart” (Karen Lystra). See Syn-
onyms at annihilate. 3. Psychology To bring about the extinction of (a
conditioned response). [Latin exstinguere : ex-, intensive pref; see gx- +
stinguere, 1o quench; see steig- in App, L] —extin‘guish-a:ble adj.
—ex-tin’guishsment .

ex-tin.guish-er (ik-sting/gwi-shar) i One that extinguishes, espe-
clally: @, Any of various portable mechanical devices for spraying and
extinguishing & fire with chemicals. b. A small metal cone or cup on a
long handle, used for snuffing out candles; a snuffer.

ex-tirspate (ek’stor-pat’) v, -pated, -patsing, -pates 1a. To
destroy totally; kill off: an effort to reintroduce wildlife that had been ex-
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exterior angle
Angles 1,2, 7, and 8 are
exterior angles.
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