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infirmity ■ n. (rl. Infirmities) physical or mental 
weakness 

infix ■ v. /rn' t1 ks / 1 irnplam o r ,men 1irmly 1n 
something. 2 Gram~ insert (a formative clement) into 
tt1eboctyofaword . ■ 11./"mf1ks/Ulamma r aformativc 
clcmentinscrtedinaword 

- DElllVATlVES infixationn 
in flagrante delicto /m fla,9nrn1.e1 cli'l1klao, 

na_gra!lli/ ■ adv. in thevcryactofwrun~dom~, 
especiallyinanactofsexualmisconduct 

- ORIGIN L., 'in the heat of the crime' (lit. "inblazlng 
crime"). 

inflame • v. 1 intens ify or aggravate : high finei furtlier 
inflamed puhlic feding)·. > provoke (someone) to 
strongfeelings.2causeinflammationin.31itt!l<ll)'!ight 
upwithoraslfwith fl ames. 

- DllUVAT IV[S inflamern. 
inflammab le ■ adj. C3Sily set on fire. ■ n. a substance 

whichiseasi lysetonfire. 
- IHIUVATJV~S inflammability n. inflammableness~-

inflammably o,N 

.;eh~:i;~~~s ~~f~~r~'.r::~11:;:~:r::~~~~e~0~~n~~;h: 

~~:~ r;tiol~ :~::~a:::tlt~~~t~~:~~ (rather 
oegatiOn). and hE!re has the effoct of Intensifying the·' 
meaningo•fthe "wQrd i~ Engli1h: · · 

inflammation ■ n. a loca!i,:ed physica l condition in 
which part of the body becomes reddened, swo llen, 
hot,andoflenpainful , cspccially asarcactionlO 
injuryorinfeclion. 

inflammatory ■ adj. 1 t·elating to or Gtusing 
inflammation. 2 arousing or intended to arouse angry 
orviolentfeelings:/nflmnmatory/ang1111g,· 

inflatable ■ adj.capable of being innated. ■ n. a plastic 
orrubbcrobjectlhatmustbeinflatedbeforeuse. 

inflate ■ v. 1 expand or cause to cxpanU by filling with 
airorgas.Zinueasehyalargcorexcess iveamOLml 
► ! usu . as adj . in flated]exaggerate.3 bring about 
in!lationof(acurrcncy)orin(aneconomy} 

- IHORlVATIV~S inflatedly adv. inflater (also inflator) n. 
- ORtr.rN ME: from I.. inf/111·, inflare 'hlow into', from 

in· 'into' +//11rc'toblow'. 
inflation ■ n. 1 the act ion of inflating or the coni.l.ition 

or being inflated. 2 Eamornicsagencral increase in prices 
and fall in the purchasing valueofmoney.3Astroni;,my 
(insometheoriesofcosmology)averybriefexponen· 
lialcxpansionofthecarlyunivcrsc. interrupting the 
standard linear expansion 

- OER!Vi\TIVES inflationary adj. inflation ism n 
inflationistn.&adJ. 

inflect • v. 1 G,ammar change or be changed by inflection 
2 vary the imonationorpitchof(the voice),cspecially 
tocxprcssrnoodorfceling.3tei:hnic<llhcndor<leflect 
from a straightcourse,especial\yinwards 

- DERIVATIVES inflective adj 
- ORIGIN ME: from L. inf/ec:wre , from in· 'into'+ f/ectei·e 

'to bend' . 
inflection (chiefly Brit. abo inflexion) ■ n. 1 GtJmrrur a 

changeinlhcformofawont(typicallythccnding)to 
exprcs~ a grnmmMicHI func1ion or ~ltrihute suet, as 
tense,mood,pe rson, number.case, andgende r.2the 
modulat ionof intonatlonorp itch. 3 chid lyMatlie 111J11c1a 
changeofcurvaturefromconvextoconcavl!. 

- DFRIVAT IVES inflectional adj . inflectionillly ack 
inflettionless adj. 

inflection point ■ n. 1 {also point of inf lection) 
M,1them~tic1apoint of a curve a l whic h a change in the 
direct ion of curvature occurs. 2 chief~ US (in business) a 
time of significant change in a s ltuat ion: a turning 
point. 

in flexed ■ adj . tedlniral bent or curved inwardo. 
in flexible ■ adj. 1 unwilling to change: not able to be 

changedoradaptcd.2 not able to be bent;stiff 
- llF.R IVi\TlVES inf lexibility n. lnf lex ib ly adv. 
inflict ■ v. (often Infli ct something on) cause (some-

thing unplea~ant) to be suffered bys.omconeclse 
- IJEK IVATIVES inflictable adj. inf licter (also inflictor) n 

inflictionn 

infirmity l informal vote 

- ORIGIN C16 (i11 the sense '~ fll ict, trouble'): f rom! 
inflict·. infligcrc 'strike against'. 

in.flight ■ ~dj. occurring or provided <lunng an aircraft 
flight. 

inflorescence /.mfl:.i:'ns(a)ns, -Ila•/ ■ n. 6ot~ny 1 the 
rnmplcteflowcrhcadofaplant inrlod111gste lllS, 
su lks, br~cts, ~nd fluwer s. 2 the process of flowering . 

- OR IGIN C18: from mod . I.. injloreinmria, from late L. 
inflore,rere'wmeintollower·. 

inflow ■ n. 1 the action of flow ing or moving in.2th!' 
movementoragreatdealormoney.people,orthings 
inroaplacf' 

- llF.RIVATIVF,S inflowing n. /1, art; 
influence ■ n. 1 the capacity to have an effect on the 

cha ractet·orbehaviourofsomeoneor,orne lhing,or 
the effect itself. >apnsonurthingwithsucha 
capacity. 2 1hepowcrarisingoutofstatlls.contacts, or 
wea lth.3Phys..:1.archi ic electrica l ormagne1icinduct ion 
■ v. have an i11fluenceo11 

- PIIR/\SES under the influence,nformalaffooed by 
~lcoho! ic drink. 

- OEH.I VAT IVf.S lnfluenceableildj. influcncern 
-mut; 1NME{orig. inthesc11,e'i nflux·and, in 

aitrnlogy, '1 heflowinginore1.herna!fluid'):fromOFr., 
or from med. L. influemiu 'i11flow'. from L. inJfor:re, 
fromin· 'into " +-fluere·toflow·. 

influent /'rnflwnt/ ■ adj.flow i ng in. ■ n. a stream 
flowingirnoanothe rstrearnor lake. 

- ORIGIN ME: from L. infl11e111·. influcre 'flow in' 
influentia l ■ adj. h~ving great influence 
- 06RIVATIVESlnfluentia llyll(W. 
influenza ■ n. a hlghly contagious viral infection of th~ 

resp irarnrypassagcs causing rcver,scvere aching,and 
catarrh. 

- DERIVAT!VESinf lucn:l!al ad1 

The wordsinfh.1enza. in llucnco. and i11fluxare.dosely 
lin ked, alld~rivin9 ultimately from Latininfluere'flow 

~~:'~!iif!~e;~n,o;~g:.·~~!l{/::~:;::dt~0a asl~~~o1~~~~~ , . 
charactcranddestiny;thenotionofastr<1ipOwerwa1 
lhcu l,.im f~11cJ lu l'~ISUr>dl j.JUW~,. 111 .. lldl idrl wu,J ' 
for influence, influenza, ernlirilcedthevarlousscr,sc-s 
of its Eng lish counterpart, b1,tin addition, from tiie 
ootionthatthestarshadaninfluenceonhealt h.tool: 
<.rnthe«msc ",1noutbreakofancpidcmic'. ln•1743 'it 
was.ippliedspecifica llytoanepidemicoffluthat 
spread from Italy throughout Europe. and at this time 
thewordlnfluenzawas<1doptedinto£ngli1h. 

influx f'mtlAks/ ■ n. 1 ~n arriva l or entry of large 
numbersofpeop!eorth ings.2;mi nflowofwaterinto 
ariver,!ake.orthesea 

- ORHO!N C16 : from larc I.. in/luxrH. frmo influr,re (see 
INFLUENCE) . 

info ■ n. info.mal short for INFORMATION. 
infolding ■ n. «:dloicJI an inward fo ld 
- DERJV/\T!VES info lded J~ 

infomediary ■ n. an Jn1crrH'1 [Ompany th;,t gathers 
andlinksinformatlononr,articularsubjcctsonbehalf 
ofcornmercialorganii;at1m1s and theirpotential 
customers . 

infomercial /,mfa(o)"m <!:J'(a)I/ ■ n. ch,et~ N. Amer. :in 
adve rt is ing film which prnmotesaproductinan 
informativeamlsupposedlyobjcctivestyle. 

- OR IC.lN 19Sos: blend Of INFORMATION and COMMERCIAL. 
inform ■ v. 1 give information 10. 2 (inform on) give 

incriminntinginformat ionabout{somcone)tothe 
policcorothcrauthor ity. lgiveancssr11t ialor 
formativeprincip lr.orlfualityto:rdigio11i11fnnmevery 
as/)ecrvfrheirlives 

- OR IGIN ME cnformc. infonne 'give form to·. from OFr. 
enfou.rmer, from I.. informare 'shape. describe' 

informal ■ ~dj. 1 reloxed anJ u11offic ial; not formal 
2 ofor denoting the grammaucal strnctures, 
vocabulary,and idiom suitali le toeveryday language 
mdconvcrsationratherthanloofficial orformal 

- [)E!l.lVATIV~~ informa li ty n. informally ad, 
informa l vote ■ n, Aum,1./NZ an invalid 1•01c or voting 

papN 
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substantialism I suburb 

substantial ism ■ 11, Philo<.ophy the doctrine thar behind 
phenomena there arc sub,tantial realities 

- IJ~KIVATIVES substantia list n. & adj 
substantially ■ ;,dv. 1 to a great or signifinrnt e,ctent 

2 for the most part; essentially. 
substantiate /sab"stanf1c1t/ ■ v. prov ide cvidcn(c 10 

supportorprovethetruthof. 
- DfeRIV,\TIVfcS substantiation n. 
- ORIGIN CIT from med . L. subsrnmiat-, substrmtfore 

"givesubstancl'· 
substantive /'~11hsl(;i)nt1v, s;ib'stant1v/ ■ adj. 1 having a 

firm basis in reality and so important or meaningful. 
2 having a separate and indepentlentexiswnce. ► (ofa 
rnnk or appointment) permanent. ► (of an enactment, 
motion,orreso lution)made inducformas such;not 
amcndl'1Ll (nfl~w)definingr ights and duties.as 
opposed togivin~the)lrocedurnl rules by which those 
rights and duties arc cnfo rcetl.4 (ofa<lye) not 
needing a mordarn . ■ n.G ramm,1 1, da1.,,1a noun 

- Ul'!{IVATIVf,S substantival /·'1AIV(o)l/ <ldj. 
substan t ivelya<t, 

substation ■ n. 1 a set of equipment reducing the higl1 
voltage of electr ical power iransmissior110 thm 
sui1ablefors1Jpplyturnnsumers.2asubordinate 
polic~ ,rntlon or fire station. 3 N.Amff.a small local post 
office. 

subst ituent /Si)b'st1tJc>ant/ ■ n. Ch'-"""t'!" an atom or 
group ofa1omstaking the placeofanotherorocc11py 
inijaspecifiedpositioninamolecule. 

substitute ■ n. 1 a person or thing aning or serving in 
place ofanothcr.2 a sports player nominated as 
eligible to replace another after a match has begun. 
3 S.:011 Law a deputy. ■ v, 1 (usu. substitute something 
for) use,add,orservc in place of. ► (usu.substitute 
something with) replace with ano!her. ► Chemisiry 
replace (an ~IOm or .:rour in a molecule) with :mother. 
2 rep lare(asportsplayer)with asltbstitute dur ing a 
match. 

- DrRIVATIV[S substitutability n. substitutable itClj 
substitutiveil<lj 

-ORIGI N MF.(denotingadeputyordelegate):froml. 
srilinit1H·,rnb5/irncrc'put in place of'. 

Tradit iona!ly,theverbsubnituteis.followedbyfor. 
a11dmeans 'put(wrneoneor-something)inpli1ceof 
another·, asinshesubstitutedthef.ikevase for the, 
f('iJ/ one. Mon, rc,cently it has also been used with 
w ithorbytomean·replace(something}with 
something else', as ill jhewbsfituted therea/va~c 
with the fiJkeone . Tl,oughstill disapproved ofby 
lr.:rditionalist<,thismeisnowgelleri.1Jlyreg;ordedas 
partol1tandi.11dEnglish. 

subst itution ■ n, the actiorl or an instance of substi• 
tut ing someoncor ~omcthing 
DER IVATIVES substitut ional adj. substitutionary aq 

S substrate /'SAbs1re1t/ ■ n. 1 the surface or material on 
wh1chanorgan1sml1ves,grows . orfecds.2the 
suhstanceonwhkh anen1.ymcans.3asurfaceon 
which something i> deposited or inscr ibed, e.g. the 
silicon wafer u,ed to manufacture illtegratedcirrnits. 

- 01\J(.; IN C19: anglicized form of SUBSTRATUM . 

substratum /.<;11.b'strn:tarn, -'slrc1tam/ ■ n. (pl 
substrata) 1 ;m under lying layer or substance, ill 
p~rticula r a layer of rock or soi l beneatll the surface of 
the ground.2 a foundation or basis. 

substructure ■ n. an underlying or supporting 
s1ructure 

- r:tFRIVATIVF.Ssubstructural ad1 
subsume /sJb 'sju:m/ ■ ~-include or absorb in some• 

thillgelse . 
- DERIVATIVES subsumable adt. subsumption n 
- ORIGIN C16 ( in the sense ·~ubjuin, add'): from med. L. 

sul,rnmeni, from~,,,,. 'frum helow' + 5um~re 't;i\;e'. 
subsurface ■ n. the stratum or strata l;,e iuw the earth's 

surface. 
subsystem ■ n. a self co11t.1ined syste m wi1hin a large1 

syst em 
subtenilnt ■ n. a person who lea ses property from a 

t~nan r. 

M38 

- DERIVATIVES subtenancy n 
subtend /stib 'trnd/ ■ v. 1 GeomO!try (of a line, arc, etc) 

form(anallgle)ataparticularpointwhenstraigh1 
lines from itsexiremit i esmeet. ► (ofanangleor 
chor<l)haveboundini:linesorrioirnsthatmeetor 
coincidewithrhoseof (a!ineurarc).20otan,(ofa 
bract)extend under(a f\ower)so as tosupponor 
enfoldit. 

- OR IGIN C16: frum L. rnbtendere, from suh· 'un<lcr' + 
tenden 'stretch'. 

subterfuge /'Stibtafju:d3/ ■ n. a trick or deception used 
inordertoachieveone'sgoal 

- ORIGIN C16: from Fr., or from IMe L. mbte1fugi!m1 , 
froml.rnblcrfuf[cre'escapesecretly',frommbter• 
'beneath' +fugrre'f!ee'. 

subterminal ■ adj. t€choicill near the end of a chain or 
other structure 

subterranean /,Stibta'rem1an/ ■ adj. 1 exist ing, occur• 
ring,ortloneundertheeanh'ssurface.2secret. 

- DFRlVATIVES subterraneous 3dj. subterraneously ad'Y. 
- ORIGIN C17: from L. subterraneus (from sub- 'below' • 

terra·earth') + -AN 
subtext ■ n. an utiderlying theme ill a pi ece o( writ mg 

orspeech 
s ubtilize or subtilise f'sll.l1i111·t/ ■ v. archa,c make more 

subtle;refine. 
- DER IVATIVES subtil ization n 
subtitle ■ n.1 {subtitles) rnptions<lisplayed at the 

bottomofacinemaurtelevision screen that tr~nslate 
or transcribe the dialogue or na rrative. 2 a subord inate 
tit leofapublishcdworkorarticle. ■ v. provide with a 
Sllbtit!eorsubt itles 

subtle /'s11t(~)l/ ■ adj. (subtler, subtlest) 1 su delicate 
orpreciseastobedifficulttoanalyseordcscribc:11 
sulitledistinction. ► rnpable of making finedi s1 i11c• 
tions. ► delicately complex and understated:sub1/e 
/igh1ing. 2makinguscnf ckvera n<l indirect methods 
roachievesomethlng.3archakcra(ty;cunn!ng. 

- UEKI\IATIVES subtleness n. subtlety r,_ (pl . subtleties) 
s ubtly,xk 

- OR IGIN MF.: from 0Fr, 5util, from l. subtilis. 
subtonic ■ n. M111ic the note below the tonic, the 

seventhnoteofthediatonicscalcofanykey. 
subtopia ■ n. ~,i 1. unsightly, sprawling suburb,rn 

development. 
- nrcRIVAT1vrcs subtopian adj 
- ORIGIN 1950s: blend ofsueu11uand UTOPIA. 
subtotal ■ n. the total of one set ofa larger group of 

figures to be added. ■ v. (subtotals, subtotalling, 
subtotalled; US subtota ls, subtotaling, s ubtoto lcdJ 
a<ld (numbers) soastuobtaill a subLOtal. ■ adj. Mcdic~,e 
(ofaninjuryora surgical operation) partial; not tot.al 

subtract ■ v. take away (a number or amount) from 
an01hertocalculatethedifference. ► remove(apart 
ufsomething). 

- DEKIVAT IVES subtr,1cter (also sublri.ldor) n 
subtractionn subtractive adj 

- ORICJN Ct6 (~arlier (ME) a~ suhtrartiarr): from L 
rnbtrnct·,mbtralicrc'drawaway'. 

subtrahend J's11Mrnhrnrl/ ■ n. Mathematics a quantity or 
number tu be subtracted from another. 

~ ORJCIN C17: from L. ,ubrrahendus 'to be taken away", 
gerundive of subrrahere (see SUBTRACT) 

subtropics ■ pl.n. the regions adjacent 1011rbor<lcri[})l'. 
on the tropics 

- DERIVATIVES subtropical adj 
subtype ■ n. ~ seconda ry or subo1·dillate type 
Subud /sn'bu:tl/ ■ n. J movement based on a system of 

exercisesbywhichtheindividua\secks toapproacha 
stateofperfectio11throughd ivinepow('r 

- ORJ(; IN contr. of Javanese susi /a bwJhi dharma, from 
Sanskritrnsi/11 'goo<l disposition' ehuddhi'und,.;r• 
standing'+ dhr,n,w',eligiousduty'. 

subulate f"Su:bJolc1l, •bl/ ■ adj . Bot~O"/ & Zooloyy ~lender 
an<l tapering wapoint;awl ·shap~d. 

- ORIGIN C18: from l.. suhu /a 'awl'+ -An'. 
subunit ■ n. a disnnct (omponen! of something 
suburb ■ n. an outlying dis rri ct of~ city, especially J 




