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TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH RECORDS, which
are published throughout the year, consist of collec-
tions of papers on specific transportation modes and
subject areas. Each Record is classified according
to the subscriber category or categories covered
by the papers published in that volume. The views
expressed in papers published in the Transportation
Research Record series are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the spon-
soring committee(s), the Transportation Research
Board, the National Research Council, or the spon-
sors of TRB activities. The Transportation Research
Board does not endorse products or manufacturers;
trade and manufacturers' names may appear in a
Record paper only if they are considered essential.

PEER REVIEW OF PAPERS: All papers published in
the Transportation Research Record series have
been reviewed and accepted for publication through
the Transportation Research Board’'s peer review
process established according to procedures
approved by the Governing Board of the National
Research Council. Papers are refereed by the TRB
standing committees identified on page ii of each
Record. Reviewers are selected from among com-
mittee members and other outside experts. The
Transportation Research Board requires a minimum
of three reviews; a decision is based on reviewer com-
ments and resultant author revision. For details about
the peer review process, see the information on the
inside back cover.

THE TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH RECORD
PUBLICATION BOARD, comprising a cross section
of transportation disciplines and with equal represen-
tation from the academic and practitioner communi-
ties, assures that the quality of the Transportation
Research Record: Journal of the Transportation
Research Board and the TRB paper peer review
process is consistent with that of a peer-reviewed
scientific journal. Members from the academic com-
munity make decisions on granting tenure; all aca-
demic and practitioner members have authored
papers published in peer-reviewed journals and all
have participated in the TRB peer review process.

TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH BOARD PUBLI-
CATIONS may be ordered directly from the TRB Busi-
ness Office, through the Internet at www.TRB.org,
ar by annual subscription through organizational or
individual affiliation with TRB. Affiliates and library
subscribers are eligible for substantial discounts.
For further information, contact the Transporta-
tion Research Board Business Office, 500 Fifth
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001 (telephone
202-334-3213; fax 202-334-2519; or e-mail
TRBsales@nas.edu).

TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH RECORD PAPERS
ONLINE: The TRR Journal Online website provides
electronic access to the full text of papers that have
been published in the Transportation Research
Record series since 1986. The site is updated as
new Record papers become available. To search
abstracts and to find subscription and pricing infor-
mation, go to www.TRB.org,/TRROnline.
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Peer Review Process

The Transportation Research Record: Journal of the Transporta-
tion Research Board publishes approximately 25% of the more
than 3,000 papers that are peer reviewed each year. The mission of
the Transportation Research Board (TRB) is to disseminate research
results to the transportation community. The Record series contains
applied and theoretical research results as well as papers on research
implementation.

The TRB peer review process for the publication of papers allows a
minimum of 30 days for initial review and 60 days for rereview, to en-
sure that only the highest-quality papers are published. At least three
reviews must support a committee’s recommendation for publication.
The process also allows for scholarly discussion of any paper sched-
uled for publication, along with an author-prepared closure.

The basic elements of the rigorous peer review of papers submit-
ted to TRB for publication are described below.

Paper Submittal: June 1-August 1

Papers may be submitted to TRB at any time. However, most
authors use the TRB web-based electronic submission process avail-
able between June 1 and August 1, for publication in the following
year’s Record series.

Initial Review: August 15-November 15
TRB staff assigns each paper by technical content to a committee
that administers the peer review. The committee chair assigns at
least three knowledgeable reviewers to each paper. The initial re-
view is completed by mid-September.

By October 1, committee chairs make a preliminary recommenda-
tion, placing each paper in one of the following categories:

1. Publish as submitted or with minor revisions,
2. Publish pending author changes and rereview, or
3. Reject for publication.

By late October, TRB communicates the results of the initial
review to the corresponding author indicated on the paper submis-
sion form. Corresponding authors communicate the information to
coauthors. Authors of papers in Category 2 (above) must submit a
revised version addressing all reviewer comments and must include
a cover letter explaining how the concerns have been addressed.

Rereview: November 20-January 25

The committee chair reviews revised papers in Category 1 (above)
to ensure that the changes are made and sends the Category 2 revised
papers to the initial reviewers for rereview. After rereview, the chairs
make the final recommendation on papers in Categories | and 2. If
the paper has been revised to the committee’s satisfaction, the chair
will recommend publication. The chair communicates the results of
the rereview to the authors.

Discussion: February 1-May 1

Discussions may be submitted for papers that will be published.
TRB policy is to publish the paper, the discussion, and the author’s
closure in the same Record.

Many papers considered for publication in the Transpertation
Research Record are also considered for presentation at TRB meet-
ings. Individuals interested in submitting a discussion of any paper
presented at a TRB meeting must notify TRB no later than Febru-
ary 1. If the paper has been recommended for publication in the
Transportation Research Record, the discussion must be submitted
to TRB no later than May 1. A copy of this communication is sent
to the author and the committee chair.

The committee chair reviews the discussion for appropriateness
and asks the author to prepare a closure to be submitted to TRB by
June 1. The committee chair reviews the closure for appropriateness.
After the committee chair approves both discussion and closure, the
paper, the discussion, and the closure are included for publication
together in the same Record.

Final Manuscript Submittal: April 1

In early February, TRB requests a final manuscript for publication—
to be submitted by April 1—or informs the author that the paper has
not been accepted for publication. All accepted papers are published
by December 31.

Paper Awards: April to January

The TRB Executive Committee has authorized annual awards
sponsored by Groups in the Technical Activities Division for out-
standing published papers:

* Charley V. Wootan Award (Policy and Organization Group);

¢ Pyke Johnson Award (Planning and Environment Group);

« K. B. Woods Award (Design and Construction Group);

« Patricia F. Waller Award (Safety and System Users Group);

* D. Grant Mickle Award (Operations and Maintenance Group);
and

* John C. Vance Award (Legal Resources Group).

Other Groups also may nominate published papers for any of the
awards above. In addition, each Group may present a Fred Burggraf
Award to authors 35 years of age or younger.

Peer reviewers are asked to identify papers worthy of award con-
sideration. Each Group reviews all papers nominated for awards and

makes a recommenggti September 1. TRB notifies
winners of the a g ?
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