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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR APPLICATION
ATTESTATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Appl. No. 61/443,854 entitled “SYSTEM AND
METHOD FOR APPLICATION ATTESTATION;,” filed Feb.
17, 2011, which is incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

1. Field of the Disclosure

The present disclosure relates to the field of data center
virtualization and, more particularly, to a system and method
to provide attestation of applications at runtime.

2. Description of the Related Art

One recent trend in computing is the trend towards cloud
computing in which, for example, enterprise software is no
longer owned by the customer, but instead the Information
Technology infrastructure can be provided by a third party
and the software applications may be sold as service offer-
ings.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

The presently disclosed technology may be embodied as a
method, apparatus and/or system to discover one or more
applications and/or to attest for the applications on an instru-
mented target platform at runtime using or based on a plural-
ity of assertions (or statements).

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as a method, apparatus, and/or system for a plurality of ser-
vices that enable visibility, control, and/or compliance in a
cloud computing environment with dynamic application dis-
covery, identification, monitoring and/or attestation based on
a plurality of factors.

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as a further method, apparatus and/or system to establish
user-to-application connections based on dynamic attestation
ofapplications, and/or security controls provisioned based on
context-aware business logic instead of, for example, topol-
ogy based coordinates associated with encapsulation headers
in network packets.

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as a yet further method, apparatus and/or system to authorize
user-to-application transactions and/or data exchange in an
established connection, during the authentication phase
based on dynamic attestation of applications.

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as an additional method, apparatus and/or system for a runt-
ime monitor to inspect web and non-web applications (e.g.,
all web and non-web applications) running on the instru-
mented target platform. The system may include an attesta-
tion service (or broker) using an attestation server and con-
figured to generate application artifacts and/or to issue
application statements or claims. The application artifact may
represent an identified application instance (e.g., at runtime,
globally unique, opaquely and/or in a time-sensitive manner,
for example, using an application artifact having a specified
or predetermined lifetime) on an instrumented platform (such
as but not limited to a, Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a
tablet computing device, an iPhone ™, an iPod™, an iPad™,
a device operating the Android operating system (OS) from
Google Inc., a device running the Microsoft Windows®
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2

Mobile OS, a device running the Microsoft Windows® Phone
OS, a device running the Symbian OS, a device running the
webOS from Hewlett Packard, Inc., a mobile phone, a Black-
Berry® device, a smartphone, a hand held computer, a net-
book computer, a palmtop computer, a laptop computer, an
ultra-mobile PC, a portable gaming system, a gaming con-
sole, or another similar type of computing device having a
computer, microprocessor). The application statements may
include at least one statement (or claim) about an inspected
runtime execution context and/or an intelligence based secu-
rity context.

The runtime monitor may be configured to inspect the
execution context of the application after using a local attes-
tation process. The execution context of each respective
application may include associated files, processes, and/or
network epochs (e.g., socket events). The system may include
any type of identity provider configured to authenticate a user
to web or non-web applications (for example, client-server or
peer-to-peer applications) based on a request for attestation of
and a security context of a target application on a computing
platform (e.g., the instrumented target platform).

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as a method, apparatus and/or system that may include a
network access enforcer for controlling the authenticated
user’s physical access to the target application on the instru-
mented target platform, responsive to one or more issued
application statements (e.g., issued by the attestation service
or another entity).

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as another method, apparatus and/or system to include an
identity provider for controlling the authenticated user’s
authorization to commence transactions with a target appli-
cation on the instrumented target platform, responsive to one
or more issued application statements (e.g., issued by the
attestation service).

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
with an application artifact that may include at least a regis-
tered name (e.g., a registered globally unique security prin-
cipal name) for the running application instance (e.g., a user
program or a service program, among others). The attestation
service may be configured to generate an artifact based on a
runtime local execution context of the running application
instance on the instrumented target platform.

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
with one or more application statements or claims which may
include at least one of: (1) a registered name (e.g., a registered
globally unique security principal name) for the running
application instance; (2) a digitally signed certificate; (3)
creation and/or modification timestamps; (4) assertions of a
security context from a plurality of collaboration services; (5)
a list of active listening and/or open network ports (e.g.,
well-known and/or ephemeral); (6) network addresses used
by the application; (7) a product publisher; (8) a product
version; and/or (9) other runtime local execution context
information.

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
with one or more application statements or claims, which may
include attribute value assertions about an introspected secu-
rity context of one or more running applications. The intro-
spected security context may be received from one (e.g., any
one) of the plurality of collaboration services.

The presently disclosed technology may also be embodied
with a plurality of collaboration services which may include:
(1) an application whitelisting services (e.g., any application
whitelisting services); (2) a vulnerability assessment service;
(3) a patch management service; (4) an anti-virus service (5)
a predictive and behavioral analytics engine; (6) and orches-
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tration service; (7) a network intrusion detection or preven-
tion service; (8) an open flow switch controller; and/or (9) a
malware analysis system.

The presently disclosed technology may also be embodied
with: (1) an identity provider that may include a single sign-
on service or a brokered authentication service; (2) a network
access enforcer, which may include devices such as for
example network firewalls, load balancers, and/or VPN gate-
ways, and which may be configured as a policy enforcement
point to control access based on an application statement or
claim.

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as a method, apparatus and/or system for evaluating authen-
ticity of a web application (for example, a servlet in a con-
tainer element). The method may include requesting a runt-
ime application artifact for the web application from an
attestation service, and requesting, based on the application
artifact, an application statement from the attestation service.
The method may further include requesting from a plurality
of collaboration services, for example by the attestation ser-
vice, a context (e.g., an introspection based security context)
for the web application on the instrumented target platform.
The method may also include establishing a communication
channel (e.g., a secure communications channel) between the
instrumented target platform and the server providing attes-
tation service, and generating an application statement corre-
sponding to at least one component of the web application.
The method may include generating the statement about the
application components, based on a parent/child association
and/or a loader dependency, and transmitting the application
statement to an identity provider. The method may further
include generating a multi-factor confidence metric of the
web application to be included with and rendered natively by
a passive web client or browser.

The presently disclosed technology may be embodied as
another method, apparatus and/or system for evaluating
authenticity of a non-web client-server application and/or a
peer-to-peer application. The method may include requesting
an application artifact for the application from an attestation
service, for example, by a runtime monitor, and requesting an
application statement from the attestation service, for
example, by network access enforcer(s). The method may
further include requesting, by the attestation service from a
plurality of collaboration services, a context (e.g., an intro-
spection based security context) for the application on the
instrumented target platform. The method may also include
requesting a notification of or subscribing to a change (e.g.,
any change) in the execution context of the application on the
instrumented target platform. The method may additionally
include generating and publishing one or more application
statements or claims about (regarding) the application based
on at least one of a subscription request by a plurality of
identity providers and/or network access enforcers. The
method may further include receiving or generating, and pub-
lishing a multi-factor confidence metric of the application for
a physical or logical access control decision.

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as a method, apparatus and/or system for client-server and/or
peer-to-peer applications to evaluate the authenticity of peers
prior to commencing a transaction or data exchange (e.g., any
transaction or data exchange). The method may include a
client-server application and/or a peer-to-peer application
that may request an application artifact for each of the appli-
cations from an attestation service (or attestation server), and
further may request, based on an artifact exchange, one or
more application statements from the attestation service for
each peer application. The method may further include
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requesting, by the attestation service from a plurality of col-
laboration services, a context (e.g., an introspection based
security context) for these applications on the instrumented
target platforms. The method may further include a secure
exchange of the issued application artifacts between the
applications, and a verification process (such as a back-chan-
nel verification of the exchanged artifacts with the attestation
service). This method may further include requesting one or
more application statements, based on (or responsive to) the
exchanged application artifact, from the attestation service,
and determining by the peer applications, or by the network
access enforcer(s) receiving the one or more application state-
ments, responsive to receiving the application statements, the
authenticity of the other, or each application in the transac-
tion.

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as a method, apparatus and/or system for displaying and
continuously updating in real time or near real time (e.g.,
within a threshold period) the identity, attribution, and/or
attestation information of executing or running (e.g., all run-
ning) applications hosted in the private an/or public virtual
data centers in a cloud computing infrastructure. The method
may include displaying one or more classification based con-
fidence metrics and active listening and/or open network
ports (e.g., well known and ephemeral) assigned on a plural-
ity of instrumented target platforms.

The presently disclosed technology also may be embodied
as a method, apparatus and/or system for establishing access
control policies based on a user authentication method, a user
role, a dynamically discovered and attested application run-
ning on an instrumented target platform via subscription
based application statements from an attestation service. The
method may also include decoupling of the business logic
(role based access controls, authentication requirements, and/
or line of business applications, among others) from the net-
work topology based physical constraints in the network fab-
ric (e.g. IP addresses, MAC addresses, VLAN identifiers,
and/or subnet addresses, among others) and may include
context-aware logical attributes (user identity and/or applica-
tion identity among others) in policy grammar. The method
may further include establishing access control rules that may
leverage classification based dynamic confidence metrics,
which may be included in an application statement used for
authorization decisions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

The invention is best understood from the following
detailed description when read in connection with the accom-
panying drawings. According to common practice, various
features/elements of the drawings may not be drawn to scale.
Common numerical references represent like features/ele-
ments. The following figures are included in the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
system/architecture in accordance with various exemplary
embodiments;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a method of
monitoring and attesting applications in a cloud computing
environment in accordance with various exemplary embodi-
ments;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating another method
of' monitoring and attesting applications in the cloud comput-
ing environment in accordance with various exemplary
embodiments;
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FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating a further method
of' monitoring and attesting applications in a cloud computing
environment in accordance with various exemplary embodi-
ments;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a method of
monitoring and attesting a Simple Authentication and Secu-
rity Layer (SASL) enabled client and server application in
accordance with various exemplary embodiments;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
security administration console including an integrity dash-
board in accordance with various exemplary embodiments;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating another exem-
plary policy administration console including an authoriza-
tion dashboard in accordance with various exemplary
embodiments;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a method in accordance
with various exemplary embodiments of the presently dis-
closed technology;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method in accordance
with various exemplary embodiments of the presently dis-
closed technology;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a method in accordance
with various exemplary embodiments of the presently dis-
closed technology;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a method in accordance
with various exemplary embodiments of the presently dis-
closed technology;

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a method in accordance
with various exemplary embodiments of the presently dis-
closed technology; and

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a method in accordance
with various exemplary embodiments of the presently dis-
closed technology.

FIG. 14 is a diagram of an example computer system in
which embodiments can be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Although the invention is illustrated and described herein
with reference to specific embodiments, the invention is not
intended to be limited to the details shown. Rather, various
modifications may be made in the details within the scope and
range of equivalents of the claims and without departing from
the invention.

Many enterprises are moving there IT infrastructures to
cloud computing environments (e.g., in which third parties
may provide shared computing resources and applications
running on those resources are offered as services to a plural-
ity of customers) for various reasons including: (1) increased
computing power; (2) increased storage capacity, and/or (3)
increased network bandwidth, among others. Enterprise
applications and mission critical applications may be
executed in the cloud. Without adequate system and applica-
tion security, the cloud can compromise these applications
causing large financial losses. Data confidentiality, data integ-
rity and data availability can be maintained in the cloud com-
puting environment even when such applications may be
controlled by these third parties. For example, enterprises are
moving from self-managed on-premise data centers to ser-
vice-provider managed outsourced virtual data centers (e.g.,
the cloud computing environments). The cloud may enable
traditional information technology systems and applications
to transparently execute from these service-providers man-
aged outsourced virtual data centers. As newer technologies
emerge, the cloud infrastructure may evolve transparent to
and scalable with enterprise operations. Security in such envi-
ronments may be an emerging challenge.
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In certain exemplary embodiments, applications may be
secured by signing-on or authenticating applications onto the
network using an attestation process (e.g., via a single factor
or multi-factor attestation). In a multi-factor process, appli-
cations may be qualified based on at least two factors. A first
factor may identify one or more attributes of the application
(e.g., run time instance of the application) such as (1) a hash
of the application, as an application fingerprint, (2) other
applications/processes called by the application, (3) ports
used by the application, (4) computing, storage, and network
resource usage by the application, and/or (5) the platform
executing the application, among others. Such information
may be available locally (e.g., at the computing platform
running the application) in the current execution context. A
second factor may identify what is known about the applica-
tion based on the attributes of the application from security
intelligence external to the operating environment (e.g., a
third party (e.g., trusted third party) separate from the com-
puting platform running the application).

Applications that are hosted in self-managed and in-house
enterprise data centers may be gradually migrating to out-
sourced service provider managed virtual data centers in pri-
vate/public clouds. There may be a loss of visibility and direct
control from this migration. Various exemplary embodiments
include instrumentation to monitor the applications in pro-
cess to increase visibility and enable attestation of applica-
tions executing in the outsourced service provider managed
virtual data centers. As web and multi-tier applications pro-
liferate in the cloud, secure connectivity, based on certificates
issued by third party certificate authorities may be inadequate
for security and compliance because a significant number of
web-based threats originate from trusted web sites.

Generally, access control mechanisms are based on static
context and physical constraints rather than logical attributes
and dynamic local execution context and/or a holistic security
context (e.g., based on both local execution context as well as
security intelligence). Physical and logical access controls
based on user-to-application bindings, as an operative ele-
ment of business logic, and logical attributes in a virtualized
and fluid network may be used in a cloud computing environ-
ment (for the utility based infrastructure, platform and/or
software as a service model) to scale and/or be viable for
multi-tenancy or shared resources with deterministic confi-
dentiality between or among tenants.

The access control mechanism may include an instru-
mented target (hosting) computing platform, a policy state-
ment (e.g., grammar) based on a runtime base of the particular
application, a temporal and environmental context indepen-
dent of physical constraints or enforcement methods, an attes-
tation broker (service or server) for notifying interactive
users, network access enforcers and identity providers.

The confluence of single-sign-on (SSO) mechanisms and
multi-tier applications (for example, the web, application,
database tiers) may introduce higher risks of non-compliance
in outsourced multi-tenant cloud services infrastructures. In
the absence of reliable application attestation methods,
impersonation and delegation of user’s credentials may pose
serious security threats in, for example, multi-hop transitive
chain of services, for both intra-cloud and inter-cloud com-
puting environments, where inter-service transactions may be
based on implied trust.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
network 150 in accordance with various exemplary embodi-
ments.

Referring to FIG. 1, the exemplary network 150 may
include a runtime monitor 102 that may discover and identify
a web-based application 103 or non-web-based application
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104 that may be executing or running on a computing plat-
form (or an instrumented target platform) 100, an attestation
broker 109 that may receive a request to attest to the identify
of a running application and that may query one or more
collaboration services 110 to request a context (e.g., a secu-
rity context and/or an introspection based security context) of
the running application. The application may be an applica-
tion targeted for use by an access requestor 114 (e.g., another
computing platform) that may be operated by a user (or end-
user) 115 via, for example an active or passive client appli-
cation 116, that may desire an assurance or an attestation that
the application is appropriate to be used.

The attestation broker 109 (or the collaboration service
110) may be configured to generate application statements or
reports 117, which may include assertions about the running
target application, and may deliver the statements or reports
117 to the requestor, the third party, and/or end-user. The
platform 100 may include any computing device 101 and/or
virtual platform, for example, (e.g., a computer, microproces-
sor, Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), smartphone, notebook
computer, and/or a virtual server running on hardware,
among others). The computing device may include a micro-
processor 130 for execution, for example, of computing plat-
form software such as operating system software, applica-
tions, and runtime monitor software, among others and a
memory 140 for data, metadata, and software storage.

The attestation broker 109 may issue application artifacts
107 (e.g., that may maintain a record of the state of the
discovered or identified applications running on the instru-
mented platform 100) to the runtime monitor 102 for discov-
ered or identified applications running on the instrumented
platform 100. The runtime monitor 102 may use the applica-
tion artifacts 107 to generate attribute value assertions (e.g.,
assertions regarding one or more attribute values associated
with each respective running application) to describe the
application execution context 105 of the applications.

For example, the attestation service or apparatus may
include a processing unit 135 for: (1) receiving remote from
the computing platform 101, a runtime execution context 105
indicating attributes of the application at runtime, and a secu-
rity context 111 providing security information about the
application; (2) generating a report 117 indicating security
risks associated with the application based on the received
runtime execution context 105 and the received security con-
text 111, as an attestation result; and/or (3) sending the attes-
tation result associated with the application; and a memory
145 for storing the generated report.

As a second example, the runtime monitor or monitoring
apparatus may include: a processing unit 130 (e.g., a proces-
sor shared with the computing platform 101 or a separate
processor) for: (1) generating a runtime execution context
105 indicating attributes of the application at runtime; (2)
sending the runtime execution context 105 to the attestation
service or server 109; (3) receiving an application artifact 107
for tracking subsequent changes to the runtime execution
context 105; and/or (5) updating and sending using the appli-
cation artifact 107, the runtime execution context 105, as an
updated execution context, responsive to the attributes of the
application indicating a change; and a memory 140 for stor-
ing the application artifact 107.

The application artifact may include previous assertions or
may provide an identifier that associates the application to the
previous assertions. The application execution context 105
may include at least a base (or static), temporal (or dynamic)
and/or environmental aspects or attributes of the target appli-
cation. A requestor (for example, a network access enforcer
113, such as a network firewall, a load balancer, a VPN
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gateway, and/or an identity provider 112, such as an Security
Token Service (STS), Single Sign On (SSO) solution may
subscribe for application statements or reports 117 from the
attestation broker 109.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the generation of
attribute value assertions for the application execution con-
text 105 by the runtime monitor 102 on the instrumented
platform 100 may include, for example, the collection of file
hash digests and/or file attributes (e.g., file size, publisher
details, creation and/or modification timestamps, digital sign-
ings, and product versions) for loaded (e.g., all loaded and/or
in process) components of the running target application 103
or 104. The application execution context 105 may include
parent-child process associations and/or loader dependen-
cies, information about active listening and/or open network
ports that are well known or ephemeral. The application
execution context 105 may also include the executable file
binaries. The runtime monitor 102 may generate and report
the collection in a digitally-signed report to the attestation
broker 109 in an application execution context notification.

In certain exemplary embodiments, as an outcome of (or
based on) the evaluation of the running target application 103
or 104 on the target instrumented platform 100 using collabo-
ration services 110, the attestation broker 109 may issue
application statements or reports 117 via application state-
ment notification 118. The issued application statements or
reports 117 may be digitally-signed, and may include a name
of the application instance (e.g., a globally unique security
principal name of the application instance or other applica-
tion identifier), as its application identifier. The application
instance may be a user program or a service program. One
example of such a name may be “service/hostname@realm”.

The application statements or reports 117 may include
attribute value assertions that may describe the runtime
execution context 105 and application security context 111 of
the application instance on the instrumented platform 100, as
a machine identifier. The application identifier may be a pub-
lisher designated product name or a registered service prin-
ciple name in a services directory. The machine identifier may
be an IPv4/IPv6 address, a directory network services (DNS)
hostname, a MAC address, a serial number (e.g., an IT or
manufacturer issued serial number), an RFID, and/or other
device identifiers, among others. The attestation broker 109
may provide to the requestor 112, 113 or 114, a confidence
metric that may include one or more ratings (e.g., application
confidence ratings for the targeted application).

The confidence metric may, for example, be classified
based on: (1) the vulnerability of the application, (2) compli-
ance of the application, (3) referential integrity of the appli-
cation, and/or (4) patch level of the target application. These
ratings may be determined by the attestation broker 109 based
on communications or interactions with one or more of the
plurality of collaboration services 110. The confidence met-
rics may include a value for each classification and/or an
overall value, which is weighed by classification or averaged.
The weighing may be predetermined, preset or determined
based on user input. The confidence metrics may be a numeri-
cal representation of the evaluation of one or more of the
collaborative services 110.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the application state-
ments or reports 117 may be used by passive clients 116 (for
example, a web browser) to render an icon or other indicator
(either visual on the web page or audio indicator, for example,
an icon at the bottom of the web page). The indicator may be
an indicator (or an attestation) of the web application’s
authenticity to the user 115. For example, the user 115 may
click on the attestation icon to view web application specific
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information issued by the attestation broker 109 for the
accessed web application. The attestation broker 109 may be
athird party independent and trusted entity that provides such
attestation services. The user 115 may confirm that the appli-
cation attestation offered by the attestation broker 109 is
current (e.g., that the lifetime of the application attestation has
not expired).

The user 115 or access requestor 114 (e.g., the computing
platform of the user) may ascertain from the attestation broker
109 that the application statements or reports (or claims 117
represent a recently (e.g., a most recent) verified contextual
assessment of the accessed web application based on times-
tamps and/or message sequencing in the application state-
ments 117. The determination that the claims represent the
most recent verified contextual assessment may be based on
consolidating information collected via one or more of a
plurality of collaboration services 110.

The application statements or reports 117 may be received
and may be interpreted by one or more network access enforc-
ers 113 (e.g., network firewalls, load balancers, and/or VPN
gateways, among others), one or more identity providers 112
(e.g., STS, and/or SSO services, among others) and/or active
clients 116 (e.g., Simple Authentication and Security Layer
(SASL) enabled client-server and/or peer-to-peer applica-
tions, among others) to leverage contextual information about
the target application 103 or 104 on the instrumented platform
100.

The runtime monitor 102 may discover, may identify and
may track process starts (e.g., all process starts), process
terminations (e.g., all process terminations) and network
epochs (e.g., socket events) of applications on the operating
system 120 of the instrumented platform 100. The local
execution context of the running application may be deter-
mined at runtime and may be reported as attribute value
assertions over a communication channel 106 to the attesta-
tion broker service 109.

In certain exemplary embodiment, the communication
channel 106 may be a secure communication channel and/or
the communication may be secured via known encryption/
decryption methods. The attestation broker 109 may request
introspection based security context (for example, evalua-
tions and behavioral or predictive analytics based on historic
state information and measurements sampled over a period of
time using a variety of inspection methods) for the running
application on the instrumented platform 100 from one or
more of the plurality of collaboration services 110.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the collaboration ser-
vices 110 may perform just-in-time inspection (e.g., an
assessment scan) of the target application and platform 100.
The collaboration service 110 may lookup the most recent
inspection report based on, for example, an IT service man-
agement schedule and may return the requested attestations
pertaining to the application execution context 105 to the
requestor 112, 113 or 114 or the user 115.

The attestation broker 109 may generate and may return an
application artifact 107 for the running application 103 or 104
to the runtime monitor 102, as a reference for subsequent
execution context change notifications 207 (see FIG. 2) for
the applications. Changes (e.g., any changes) in the running
application’s local execution context 105 may trigger an
interaction with the attestation broker 109 (e.g., a communi-
cation by the runtime monitor 102 to the attestation broker
109) to reissue the application statements or reports 117 for
attestation of the targeted application having the changed
local execution context. For example, when the hash of the
targeted application changes or the file size of the targeted
application changes, an updated attestation may be initiated
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by the runtime monitor 102 and provided by the attestation
broker 109. The attestation broker 109 may query one or more
of the collaborative services 110 to determine the updated
application statement or report 118 associated with the
changed targeted application.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker
109 may provide a single confidence value that represents the
confidence (or risk) regarding the authenticity of the targeted
application or a confidence metrics of a plurality of values
based on different (e.g., independent) classifications. In other
exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker 109 may pro-
vide the confidence metrics and other information in a stan-
dard format such that the requestors 112, 113 and/or 114 or
the runtime monitor 102 may analyze various attributes of the
other information. For example, the runtime monitor 102 may
store or may have access to application attestation policies
and may compare the local execution context and application
statement or report 117 with the attestation policies to deter-
mine whether the targeted application is authenticated for use
by the requestor. The identity provider 112 may receive, for
example, a web redirect from web application 103 to perform
brokered authentication ceremonies to login a user (e.g., an
interactive user) 115.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the web application
103 may request via an application artifact request 106 an
application artifact 107 from the attestation broker 109. The
web application 103 may include the received application
artifact 107 in a web redirect to the identity provider 112. The
identity provider 112 may perform a back-channel query 118
to validate that the received application artifact 107 had been
issued by the attestation broker 109 to ascertain the authen-
ticity of the web application 103. The identity provider 112
may then receive application statements or reports 117 for the
web application 103. A visual, audio or programmatic indi-
cation of application attestation may be provided to the access
requestor 114 or user 115 via the access requestor 114.

The interactive user 115 or requestor 114 may receive a
visual or audio attestation of application authenticity, for
example, in the form of a visual indicator or an icon on the
login form. The attestation may be accepted or rejected before
proceeding with any transaction with the web application 103
or the attestation may be automatically accepted after a pre-
determined or user specified time period, if not rejected by the
user 115 or requestor 114.

A network access enforcer 113 may subscribe with the
attestation broker 109 for application statements or reports
117 and may discover a plurality of target applications 103 or
104 on a plurality of target machines or platforms 100. The
communication protocol for the communications 118
between the attestation broker 109 and the network access
enforcer 113 may be any standards based protocol and mes-
sage exchange data structures or schemas, such as for
example: (1) Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP); (2)
Representational State Transfer (REST); or (3) Trusted Com-
puting Group’s (TCG’s) Interface for Metadata Access Points
(IF-MAP) specification, among others.

The attestation broker 109 may publish notifications with
real time or near real-time application statements or reports
117 for the network access enforcer 113 to apply physical
access controls (e.g., controls to physically enable access to
or to block access to the targeted application). The determi-
nation to enable or disable physical access by the network
access enforcer 113 may be based on attribute value asser-
tions (e.g., in the transport layer) in application statements or
records 117. The attribute value assertions may include for
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example, static (e.g., well known) and/or dynamic (e.g.,
ephemeral) network ports assigned to the target application
103 or 104.

An active client application 116 and/or a server application
104 (e.g., using the Simple Authentication and Security layer
(SASL) protocol) may request and/or use the received appli-
cation statements or reports 117 programmatically for a
mutual attestation handshake. For example, using SASL pro-
tocol such a mutual attestation handshake may be defined by
an integrity exchange profile, before initiating an authentica-
tion handshake with proof of possession of credentials.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a method of
monitoring and attesting applications in a cloud computing
environment in accordance with various exemplary embodi-
ments.

Referring to FIG. 2, an exemplary network 250 may
include a runtime monitor 201, an instrumented target plat-
form 200, an attestation broker 202, a metadata database 210,
and/or a plurality of collaboration services 203.

The runtime monitor 201 may discover, may inspect, may
identify and/or may attest to the runtime execution of appli-
cations on the instrumented target platform 200. The attesta-
tion broker 202 may issue application artifacts 206 based on
a received application execution context (or application
execution context change notification) 207 for registered
application instances 204. Responsive to the request from the
runtime monitor 201, or an access requestor 114 or user 115,
the attestation broker (or attestation server) 202 may initiate a
query 205 of one or more of the plurality of collaboration
services (or collaboration servers) 203. The query 205 may
include a search for a security context (e.g., an introspection
based security context) for the target application.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the applications run-
ning on the instrumented target platform 200 may be verified
using one or more of the collaboration services 203 for iden-
tification, based on an application execution context received
from the runtime monitor 201 either directly or via the attes-
tation broker 202.

The runtime monitor 201 may inspect the execution con-
text of processes on the instrumented target platform 200 for
application epochs (e.g., process and/or socket events).
Responsive to or after detection of application process start, a
runtime application execution context (e.g., metadata) may
be generated. The metadata may include: (1) the file hash
digest, (2) file attributes (for example, the file size, the pub-
lisher details, the creation and/or the modification times-
tamps, the digital signing, and/or the product version) for
loaded components of the running target application, (3) par-
ent-child process associations, (4) loader dependencies, and/
or (5) information about active listening and/or open network
ports that may be well-known and/or ephemeral; and/or
executable file binaries. The running application may be reg-
istered 204 by providing the generated application execution
context to the attestation broker 202.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker
202 may verity the authenticity of the running application on
the instrumented target platform 200 with the query 205. The
query 205 that may include the metadata collected from the
runtime monitor 201 may be sent from the attestation broker
202 and received by one or more collaboration services 203.
The query 205 may request a security context for the running
application that may indicate the level of risk (of confidence)
associated with running the target application on the instru-
mented platform 200.

The attestation broker 202 may generate a dynamically
changing application artifact 206 which may be time sensitive
and may be globally unique. The application artifact 206 may
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be based on the received application execution context and
the attestation broker 202 may return the generated applica-
tion artifact to the runtime monitor 201. The runtime monitor
201 may inspect each of the running applications for state
changes including, for example, active listening and open
network ports (e.g., well-known and ephemeral) and/or ter-
minations of the applications. These inspections may occur,
for example, at the transport layer of the open systems inter-
connection (OSI) stack.

In certain exemplary embodiments, other types of state
changes may be inspected, such as elements related to the
execution context. Any contextual (state) changes may be
notified in real time or near real time by an application execu-
tion context change notification 207 from the runtime moni-
tor 201 to the attestation broker 202. The attestation broker
202 may store persistent and/or transient state information
(e.g., including metadata) in a local database or remote
repository 210, such as an I[F-MAP Server, for example) for
registered applications (e.g., each registered running applica-
tion) on one or more of the plurality of instrumented target
platforms 200.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating another method
of' monitoring and attesting applications in the cloud comput-
ing environment in accordance with various exemplary
embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 3, an exemplary network 350 may
include an interactive user 300, an instrumented target plat-
form 301, a web application 302, an identity provider 303, an
attestation broker 304 and collaboration services 305. The
web application 302 may interact with the attestation broker
304 for runtime multi-factor attestation of the web applica-
tion 302. The operational flow may enable a mechanism to
apply, for example, at a post-connect phase of a session for
authorization control on an intermediate node element in the
control path.

The interactive user 300 may establish a physical connec-
tion over a network and may initiate an application access
request 306 to commence or initiate a transaction with a web
application 302 hosted on the instrumented target platform
301.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the web application
302 may execute a code element (such as for example, a web
servlet or other processing element) that may generate a runt-
ime application execution context (e.g., metadata) and may
automatically initiate a query 307 to the attestation broker 304
by sending the generated metadata of the runtime application
execution context.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker
304, may verify the authenticity of the running web applica-
tion 302 on the instrumented target platform 301 by sending
a verification query 311 (e.g., real time or near-real time) of
the received metadata to one or more of the collaboration
services 305 and receiving from the queried collaboration
services 305 an application security context 312. The attes-
tation broker 304 may generate an application artifact 308 and
may send the application artifact to the web application 302.

The web application 302 may include (for example, may
embed, as a markup) the received application artifact 309 as
an assertion (e.g., in a security assertion markup language
(SAML or other common form of markup)) to the identity
provider 303 which may use back-channel communications
310 with the attestation broker 304 to verify the application
artifact 309.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker
(or attestation server) 304 may request a collaboration service
305 for an introspection based security context for the run-
ning application.
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In various exemplary embodiments, the identity provider
303 may initiate a direct interactive authentication sequence
with an interactive user 300 in the associated domain (e.g.,
realm). The login form (or web page) displayed to the user
300 may include an application attestation 313. The applica-
tion attestation 313 may be in any perceivable indicator
including an attestation icon for the accessed web application.
For example, the attestation icon may include information
about the web application 302, such as, for example, the
identity, the product version, the publisher, the modification
timestamp, and/or the confidence metrics. The user 300 may
determine whether the information including the confidence
metrics information is acceptable to continue with the trans-
action (e.g., to use of the running target application) and may
provide proof of possession of credentials 314 to authenticate
the user 300 to the identity provider 303.

Although user authentication is disclosed as occurring
after the determination whether to continue the transaction to
use the running application, it is contemplated that user
authentication may occur at any stage of the login process and
may occur prior to such a determination whether to use the
running application.

In certain exemplary embodiments, values associated with
the confidence metrics may be provided on a common scale
(e.g., ascale of 1 to 10) and may be presented to the user 300
with a common visual scheme such as green to indicate a low
risk for use of the target application, yellow to indicate a
intermediate risk for use of the target application, and red to
indicate a high risk for use of the target application.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the identity provider
303 may query 315 the attestation broker 304 to determine
whether access to the web application 302, based on an autho-
rization profile configured for the attestation broker 304, can
be granted for the authenticated user 300 to transact data
exchanges with the web application 302.

In various exemplary embodiments, the identity provider
303 may return standards based authentication, attribute and/
or authorization statements or reports 316 to the web appli-
cation 302. The web application 302 may selectively grant
access to the user 300 for the target application on the instru-
mented platform 301 or may selectively block access by the
user 300 to the target application on the instrumented plat-
form 301 based on the application statements or reports 316
received from the attestation broker 304 and pre-established
or system administrator established access or attestation poli-
cies.

The application statements or reports 316 may include, for
example, information about the user’s identity, one or more
authentication factors such as password, PIN, smart card,
among others, and preexisting roles in a user directory (for
example, Active Directory, among others), a role based man-
agement system (for example, Oracle or SAP, among others)
and/or a relational database (for example, MS-SQL, MySQL,
or Oracle DB, among others). Access may also be granted or
denied (blocked) based on a plurality of factors.

For example, the identity provider 303 may deny access to
an authenticated user 300 based on the level of concern (e.g.,
high) in the confidence metrics for a specific classification
(e.g., compliance). The level of concern for a classification of
the confidence metrics may be expressed in user-to-applica-
tion policy bindings provisioned for the attestation broker
304. The outcome of the policy decision logic, at or external
to the attestation broker 304, may be returned to the web
application 302, as one or more application statements or
reports.

The identity provider 303 may represent an intermediate
single sign-on (SSO) entity (or function) that may use identity
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stores (or caches) to manage passwords and may perform
authentication ceremonies on behalf of the user 300. The
authentication may be performed such that it is transparent to
the user 300.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating a further method
of'monitoring and attesting applications in a cloud computing
environment in accordance with various exemplary embodi-
ments.

Referring to FIG. 4, an exemplary network 450 may
include an instrumented target platform 400, a runtime moni-
tor 401, an attestation broker 402, collaboration services 403,
an interactive user 404, and/or a network access enforcer 405.
The user 404 may establish a physical connection over net-
work 450 and may initiate an application access request 411
to commence or initiate a transaction with a target application
hosted on the instrumented target platform 401.

Applications running on the instrumented target platform
400 may be inspected by the runtime monitor 401 for appli-
cation execution context and state changes. The operational
flow may be an exemplary mechanism to apply, during or at
the connection establishment phase of a session (e.g., an
Internet Protocol (IP) or non-IP session), authorization con-
trols at an intermediate system or apparatus in the data path.

The runtime monitor 401 may inspect the instrumented
target platform 400 for application epochs (e.g., process and/
or socket events). Responsive to detection of an application
process start by the run-time monitor 401, the runtime moni-
tor may generate a runtime application execution context
(e.g., metadata), which may include, for example, the file
hash digests and/or file attributes for loaded components of
the running target application. The running target application
may be registered by the runtime monitor 401 with the attes-
tation broker 402 via a start notification 406 and the runtime
application execution context (e.g., that may include the
metadata) may be sent by the runtime monitor 401 to the
attestation broker 402 via an application execution context
change notification 408. In certain exemplary embodiments,
the notifications 406 and 408 may occur together.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker
402 may verity the authenticity of the running application on
the instrumented target platform 400 with a real time or near
real time exchange 409 of the received metadata with one or
more collaboration services 403 and the return of the appli-
cation security context 410 based on the exchanged metadata.
The attestation broker 402 may also request on or more col-
laboration services 403 to perform a static, dynamic and/or
virtual execution analysis of the executable file binary, for
example, by a malware analysis system.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker
402 may remediate an instrumented target platform 400,
using manual or automated methods, in response to a
requested analysis performed by one or more collaboration
services 403.

The attestation broker 402 may generate a dynamic appli-
cation artifact (e.g., that may be globally unique and may be
time-sensitive) 407 and may issue the application artifact 407
to the runtime monitor 401. The runtime monitor 401 may
inspect running applications on the instrumented target plat-
form 400 for contextual (state) changes, including, for
example, active listening and/or open network ports, (e.g., at
the transport layer of the OSI stack), and terminations of
applications.

In certain exemplary embodiments, other types of state
changes may be inspected, such as elements related to the
execution context. Contextual (or state) changes 408 (e.g.,
any contextual changes) may be notified in real time or near
real time to the attestation broker 402. The attestation broker
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402 may store persistent and transient state information in a
local database or remote repository 210 (see FIG. 2) for
registered running applications on a plurality of instrumented
target platforms 400.

A network access enforcer 405 may register or subscribe
with the attestation broker 402 as a web service over a web
services protocol interface 412:413 for notifications (e.g.,
publications) of application statements or reports (e.g.,
claims) for running applications (e.g., all running applica-
tions) on a plurality of instrumented target platforms 400. The
attestation broker 402 may publish in real time or near real
time, up-to-date application statements or reports 413 to a
plurality of subscribers 405 or users 404. The application
statements or reports may include (1) an application identifier
such as a registered name (e.g., a globally unique service
principle name), (2) a machine identifier, (3) a product iden-
tifier, (4) a product version, (5) active listening and/or open
network ports, (6) network addresses used by the target appli-
cation, and/or (7) confidence metrics based on security con-
text assessments 410 performed by one or more collaboration
services 403. The confidence metrics may be based on: (1)
recent (e.g., the most recent) security context assessments
performed by one of the collaboration services 403, (2) cor-
related data from different collaboration services 403, and/or
(3) weighed averages associated with each security context
assessment, among others.

The network access enforcer 405 may query the attestation
broker 402 for user specific application bindings configured
for the attestation broker 402 to determine authorization con-
trols based on dynamic multi-factor application attestation,
and real time (or near real time) confidence metrics based on
the local execution context 408 and assessed security context
410. For example, the network access enforcer 405, such as a
virtual or physical network firewall appliance, may deny
access to an authenticated user based on the level of concern
(“high”) (for example, from a three level ranking system of
“high”, “medium” and “low”) in the confidence metrics for a
specific classification (e.g., patch level) as expressed in the
user-to-application policy bindings provisioned for the attes-
tation broker 402. Although a three level ranking system is
illustrated, it is contemplated that ranking systems with more
or less levels are possible.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a method of
monitoring and attesting a Simple Authentication and Secu-
rity Layer (SASL) enabled client and server application in
accordance with various exemplary embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 5, an exemplary network 550 may
include a client application 500, a server application 501, an
attestation broker 502, a collaboration service 503, and/or an
application programming interface (API) library 516.

Although a Simple Authentication Security Layer (SASL)
protocol is illustrated, it is contemplated that any application
layer protocol between client-server and peer-to-peer appli-
cations, or network security protocols, for example IPSec
Authenticated Internet Protocol (AuthIP) or Internet Key
Exchange (IKE), may be extended and/or used to provide the
functions of the client application 500 and the server appli-
cation 501.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the client application
501 and the server application 501 may be statically or
dynamically linked to the API library 516 (e.g., a Trust-as-a-
Service (TAAS) APl library). The API library 516 may imple-
ment a set of procedure calls for applications to exchange
messages (e.g., opaque and/or secure messages) with an attes-
tation service or broker 502 that may hide the implementation
details from the higher level application.
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Although one exemplary embodiment is illustrated for the
API library 516, it is contemplated that any application
framework may be extended to implement the set of proce-
dure calls provided by the API library 516.

The server application 501 may send a runtime server
application execution context 504, may request a server appli-
cation artifact 505, and may receive the server application
artifact 505 from the attestation service (e.g., the attestation
broker or the attestation server) 502. The application execu-
tion context 504 may include the file hash digests and file
attributes of components of the running server application
501 including parent-child process associations and loader
dependencies.

The client application 500 may establish a network con-
nection to the server application 501 and may initiate a profile
exchange for authentication.

Subsequent to completing an authentication exchange (for
example to authenticate the user associated with the client
application 500), the client application 500 may send a runt-
ime client application execution context 506 and may request
a client application artifact 507 from the attestation broker or
service or server 502. The client application execution con-
text 506 may include the file hash digests and file attributes of
components of the running client application 500 including
parent-child process associations and loader dependencies.
Responsive to or after receiving a client application artifact
507, the client application 500 may transmit the received
application artifact (indicated as 508) to the server application
501. The server application 501 may send the received client
application artifact 507 to the attestation server 502 for client
artifact validation 509 and may request a client application
statement or report 511 for the client application 500.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker
502 may initiate a request 520 for an introspection based
security context 510 for the client application 500 from one or
more of the collaboration services 503. The requested col-
laboration services 503 may collect and may generate the
client application security context 510 and may send the
client application security context 510 to the attestation bro-
ker502. The client application statement or report 511 may be
generated by the attestation broker 502 from the client appli-
cation security context 510 and may include assertions about
the runtime execution context 504 and intelligence based
security context 510 for the client application 500. Respon-
sive to receiving the client application statement or report 511
from the attestation server 502, the server application 501
may determine whether the attestation of the client applica-
tion 500 is adequate.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the confidence metrics
may be included in the client application statements or reports
511 and may be analyzed, for example by the server applica-
tion 501, to determine whether to transact data exchanges
with the client application 500.

Upon or after receiving the client application statements
511 and determining to transact data exchanges with the
client application 500, the server application 501 may trans-
mit the received server application artifact (indicated as 512)
to the client application 500. The client application 500 may
send the received server application artifact 512 to the attes-
tation server 502 for validation of the server artifact 513 and
may request an application statement or report 515 for the
server application 501.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker
502 may initiate a request 519 for an introspection based
security context 514 for the server application 501 from one
or more of the collaboration services 503. The requested
collaboration services 503 may collect and may generate the

IPR2023-01464

CrowdStrike EX1001 Page 21



US 8,327,441 B2

17

server application security context 514 and may send the
server application security context 514 to the attestation bro-
ker 502. The server application statement or report 515 gen-
erated by the attestation broker 502 may include assertions
about the runtime execution context and intelligence based
security context for the server application 501. Responsive to
or after receiving the server application statement or report
515 from the attestation broker or service 502, the client
application 500 may determine whether the attestation of the
server application 501 is adequate. In certain exemplary
embodiments, the confidence metrics included in the server
application statement may be analyzed, for example by the
client application, to determine whether to transact data
exchanges with the server application 501.

Although confidence metrics included in the application
statements may be analyzed by the requesting application, in
certain exemplary embodiments, the API library 516 may
provide standard and/or custom pluggable filters to normalize
the classifications based confidence metrics such that a stan-
dard rating scale may be provided to each requesting appli-
cation and the requesting application may predetermine set-
tings for denying access to an application with a particular
rating exceeding a risk threshold and/or granting access to the
application with the particular rating equal to or not-exceed-
ing the risk threshold. In certain exemplary embodiments,
application at or near the risk threshold may be temporarily
denied access pending further analysis based on additional
collaborative services 503 or based on user of system admin-
istrator input granting or denying such access.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
security administration console 650 including an integrity
dashboard 600 in accordance with various exemplary
embodiments of the invention.

Referring to FIG. 6, the exemplary security administration
console 650 may visually display the integrity dashboard or
display window 600. The integrity dashboard or display win-
dow 600 may include information fields including a dash-
board clock 601, discovered and identified applications 602,
service realms 603, instrumented target platforms 604, prod-
uct vendors 605, product versions 606, active network service
ports 607, and confidence metrics 608.

The information fields may be displayed and/or updated in
real time or near real time. For example, the identified and
attested application 602 running on the instrumented target
platform 604, service realms 603, product vendors 605, prod-
uct versions 606, current classifications based confidence
metrics 608 and currently active network service ports 607 for
the application may be displayed on an integrity dashboard
600 in near real time as indicated by the dashboard clock 601.
The dashboard 600 may include administrative controls (not
shown) to create filters for perspective views, and issue secu-
rity alerts based on a plurality of defined criteria and/or pro-
vide companion reporting services.

Although the integrity dashboard is shown with specific
information fields and in a particular arrangement, it is con-
templated that other information fields and arrangements are
possible. For example, additional attributes included in the
application statements or reports or other network manage-
ment information available from network management sys-
tems may also be displayed.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating another exem-
plary policy administration console 750 including an autho-
rization dashboard 700 in accordance with various exemplary
embodiments of the invention.

Referring to FIG. 7, the authorization dashboard or con-
trols window 700 may include information fields provisioned
and parsed by for example a cloud client (or tenant) 701 and
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may include users 702, roles 703, authentication realms 704,
authentication types 705, instrumented service hosts (or tar-
get platforms) 706, service realms 707, identified and attested
applications 708, product versions 709 and/or product ven-
dors 710.

The authorization dashboard 700 for each cloud client 701
may include a plurality of policy components (or rules) for
defining a policy (or rule set) for the user 702, a plurality of
users, roles 703 or a plurality of roles and an attested appli-
cation instance 707:708. The dashboard 700 may include
administrative controls (not shown) to create filters for per-
spective views, and issue security alerts based on a plurality
of defined criteria and/or provide companion reporting ser-
vices. The filters may enable, for example, filtering of an
authenticated user by an authentication type (or authentica-
tion method) 705 for a runtime access control decision. Each
row of the illustrated authorization dashboard 700 includes
information fields (e.g., contents) that may represent (or cor-
respond to) a statement of policy created by the system
administrator for the cloud client 701.

In certain exemplary embodiments, federation of services
across different hosting realms may be displayed such that a
user authenticated in one authentication domain (or realm)
may be provisioned with policy based access to an application
hosted in a different target services domain (or realm).

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation broker
102, for example, may be configured to service requests for
application artifacts and application statements across a plu-
rality of hosting realms.

Although the integrity and authorization dashboard is
shown with specific information fields and in a particular
arrangement, it is contemplated that other information fields
and arrangements are possible and that these dashboards may
be parsed using any one of the information fields to generate
a different perspective view.

The access control policies created by the system admin-
istrator of the cloud client using the authorization dashboard
(or console) may be based on runtime context-aware logical
attributes pertaining to an attested running application
instance such that the contextual information for the attesta-
tion may include the runtime local execution context and an
introspected security context. There are no physical con-
straints wherein rules may require network topology based
static attributes, including at least one of: an IPv4/IPv6
address, a port number, a MAC address, a network identifier,
a subnet, a VLAN identifier, or combinations or variants
thereof.

Although various embodiments have been described in
terms of creating context-aware policies in a cloud environ-
ment, it is not limited thereto. The methods may be carried
out, for example, between any numbers of computer systems
maintaining secure transactions among themselves.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a method 800 in accor-
dance with various exemplary embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 8, the method 800 may provide an attes-
tation service or broker 109 for an application at runtime
executing on a computing platform 101 using an attestation
server 109. At block 810, the attestation server 109 remote
from the computing platform 101 may receive: (1) a runtime
execution context 105 indicating attributes of the application
at runtime, and (2) a security context 111 providing security
information about the application. At block 820, the attesta-
tion server 109 may generate a report 117 indicating security
risks associated with the application based on the received
runtime execution context 105 and the received security con-
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text 111, as an attestation result. At block 830, the attestation
server 109 may send the attestation result associated with the
application.

In certain exemplary embodiments, at block 830, the attes-
tation server 109 may also send an automated remediation
request to a collaboration service 110 (for example, an
orchestration service) to initiate operations on an instru-
mented platform 100 (for example, to reimage, snapshot or
quarantine the instrumented platform) based on the attesta-
tion result associated with one or more applications (103,
104).

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation server
109 may generate an application artifact 108 as a reference for
changes in a subsequent execution context 105 and may send
the generated application artifact 108 such that subsequent
changes to the runtime execution context 105 are tracked
based on the generated application artifact 108.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation results
and the application artifact 108 may be digitally signed.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the received security
context 111 may be an introspective security context and the
attestation server 109 may generate one or more security
assertions that pertain to the received runtime execution con-
text 105 and the received introspective security context 111.

In certain exemplary embodiments, a user’s transaction
with the application may be controlled by applying a set of
authorization rules in accordance with the attestation results.
In these and other exemplary embodiments, a user’s network
access to the application may be controlled based on the set of
authorization rules and the attestation results.

In certain exemplary embodiments, confidence metrics in
the attestation results may be provided which indicate a level
of' security risk by different classifications such that a restric-
tion on a user’s transaction with the application may be
applied based on the level of security risk indicated by the
confidence metrics in the attestation results.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the restriction on the
user’s transaction may include the application of routing
decisions and the redirection of the user to an alternate com-
puter platform.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method 900 in accor-
dance with various exemplary embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 9, the method 900 may provide an attes-
tation service for an application at runtime executing on a
computing platform 101 using a runtime monitor 102. At
block 910, the runtime monitor 102 at the computing platform
101 may generate a runtime execution context 105 indicating
attributes of the application at runtime. At block 920, the
runtime monitor 102 may send the runtime execution context
105 to the attestation server 109. At block 930, the runtime
monitor may receive an application artifact 107 for tracking
subsequent changes to the runtime execution context 105. At
block 940, the runtime monitor 102 using an application
artifact 107 may update and may send the runtime execution
context 105, as an updated execution context, responsive to
the attributes of the application indicating a change.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the generation of the
runtime execution context 105 may include the runtime moni-
tor 102 inspecting running application processes on the com-
puting platform 101 and generating metadata that includes at
least a local runtime execution context.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a method 1000 in accor-
dance with various exemplary embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 10, the method 1000 may provide mutual
attestation for first and second interrelated applications 500
and 501 at runtime using an attestation server 502. The first
application 500 may run on a first computing platform 530
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and the second application 501 may run on a second comput-
ing platform 531. At block 1010, the attestation server 502
remote from the first and second computing platforms 530
and 531 may receive a first runtime execution context 506 of
the first application 500 indicating attributes of the first appli-
cation 500 at runtime and a second runtime execution context
504 of the second application 501 indicating attributes of the
second application 501 at runtime. At block 1020, the attes-
tation server 502 may generate: (1) a first report 515 indicat-
ing security risks associated with the first application 500
based on the received first runtime execution context 506, as
afirst attestation result; and (2) a second report 511 indicating
security risks associated with the second application 501
based on the received second runtime execution context 504,
as a second attestation result. At block 1030, the attestation
server 502 may send the first attestation result associated with
the first application 500 to the second computing platform
531 and the second attestation result associated with the sec-
ond application 501 to the first computing platform 530 for
mutual attestation.

In certain exemplary embodiments, a web browser may
render an icon indicating that the first attestation result has
been sent and responsive to user selection of the icon, may
render the attestation result about the first application which
is a web application accessed via the web browser.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation server
502 may generate a first application artifact 507 as a reference
for changes in a subsequent execution context of the first
application 500 and a second application artifact 505 as a
reference for changes in a subsequent execution context of the
second application 501; and may send the generated applica-
tion artifacts 507 and 505 such that subsequent changes to the
first and second runtime execution contexts 506 and 504 may
betracked in the first and second interrelated applications 500
and 501 based on the generated first and second application
artifacts 507 and 505, respectively.

In certain exemplary embodiments, access by a requestor,
for example a user 115, to the first application 500 may be
controlled based on the first attestation results and indepen-
dently based on the second attestation results.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a method of providing
attestation of a running application in accordance with vari-
ous exemplary embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 11, the method 1100 may provide attes-
tation of a running application (e.g., web or non-web appli-
cations). At block 1110, the attestation server 402 may regis-
ter subscriptions for a plurality of subscribers 412 or users
300 for context change notifications 408 of the running appli-
cation. At block 1120, the attestation service or server 402
may generate assertions about the running application. At
block 1130, the attestation service or server 402 may send to
the plurality of subscribers 412 or users 300, the assertions of
the running application in response to reception of the context
change notification 408. The assertions may include at least
confidence metrics indicating a level of security risk of the
running application.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a method 1200 in accor-
dance with various exemplary embodiments.

Referring to FI1G. 12, the method 1200 may provide mutual
attestation of applications in client-server or peer-to-peer
transactions using an attestation server. At block 1210, the
attestation server 502 may generate (1) a first application
artifact 507 for tracking changes in a runtime execution con-
text 506 associated with a client 530 in the client-server
transaction, and (2) a second application artifact 505 associ-
ated with a server 531 in the client-server transaction. At
block 1220, the attestation server 502 may send the first
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application artifact 507 to the client 530 and the second appli-
cation artifact 505 to the server 531. At block 1230, the first
and second application artifacts 507 and 505 may be
exchanged such that the client 530 and the server 531 each
have the first and second application artifacts 507 and 505 to
mutually track changes in runtime execution contexts 506 and
504 associated with the client 530 and the server 531 for client
server transactions.

Although a client-server transaction between a client and a
server is shown, it is contemplated that mutual attestation may
be provided by an attestation server between first and second
peers or among first, second and/or further peers in a peer-to-
peer environment.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a method 1300 in accor-
dance with various exemplary embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 13, the method 1300 may provide mutual
attestation of applications in client-server or peer-to-peer
transactions using an attestation server. At block 1310, the
attestation server 502 may generate and send a first applica-
tion artifact 507. At block 1320, the attestation server 502
may receive and validate from a server 531 in the client-server
transaction, the first application artifact 507 sent by the attes-
tation server 502 to a client 530 in a client server transaction.
At block 1330, the attestation server 502 may generate and
send application statements 511 and 515 to the client 530 and
the server 531 about interrelated applications 500 and 501
used in the client-server transaction. For example, the sending
of'the application statements 511 and 515 to the client 530 and
the server 531 may include: sending by the attestation server
502: (1) the application statement 511 regarding a client
application 500 of the interrelated applications 500:501 to the
server 531 of the client-server transaction and the application
statement 515 regarding a server application 501 of the inter-
related applications 500:501 to the client 530 of the client-
server transaction.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation server
502 may generate and send a second application artifact 505,
may receive the second application artifact 505 from a client
530 in the client server transaction and may validate the
second application artifact 505 sent by the attestation server
502 to a server 531 in a client server transaction.

In certain exemplary embodiments, a method of providing
attestation services for applications at runtime may include
one or more of the following steps: hosting, by an instru-
mented target platform, a target user or service program;
generating, by an application attestation service: (1) a glo-
bally unique, opaque, time-sensitive application artifact; and
(2) at least one application statement including a plurality of
assertions pertaining to an inspection based runtime local
execution context and an introspection based security con-
text; inspecting, by a runtime monitor, running application
processes on the instrumented target platform; generating, by
the runtime monitor, metadata that includes at least the runt-
ime local execution context; authenticating, by an identity
provider, a user to a web application; providing an attestation
of'the local execution and introspected security context of the
web application based on a web services request; controlling,
by a network access enforcer, access of an authenticated user
to a target application using a subscription based application
attestation service; and/or providing, by a collaboration ser-
vice, the introspected based security context for the target
application running on the instrumented target platform.

In certain exemplary embodiments, a method for providing
attestation of the authenticity of a running web application or
web servlet may include one or more of the following steps:
requesting an application artifact for a running web applica-
tion or servlet instance; establishing a secure channel
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between the web server and the attestation server; generating
at least one hash file digest corresponding to the execution
context of the web application or servlet instance; determin-
ing at least one file attribute corresponding to at least one
element or the execution context of the web application or
web servlet instance; sending an application report to an
identity provider; generating assertions based on a received
security context and a received local execution context; trans-
mitting confidence metrics in the report to the identity pro-
vider; and/or providing attestation of the running web appli-
cation or web servlet as a digital icon for rendering by a web
browser.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the attestation may be
provided prior to (1) commencing any data exchange in an
established connection with a user; and/or (2) establishing a
network connection with a user.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the rendering of attes-
tation information about a web application to be accessed
may be responsive to user input.

In certain exemplary embodiments, a system for continu-
ously monitoring running applications hosted on self-man-
aged and on-premise, or on outsourced service provider man-
aged infrastructure may include one or more of the following:
an instrumented target platform for hosting a target user or
service program; an application attestation service for gener-
ating a globally unique, opaque, and time-sensitive applica-
tion artifact and application statements including a plurality
of assertions pertaining to inspection based runtime local
execution context and introspection based security context; a
runtime monitor for discovering, identifying and inspecting
running application processes on the instrumented target plat-
form and for generating metadata that includes at least the
runtime local execution context; a collaboration service to
provide introspected security context for a target application
running on the instrumented target platform; and/or a graphi-
cal user interface for: (1) requesting and receiving dynamic
assertions from a metadata repository of the attestation ser-
vice, the dynamic assertions pertaining to the local execution
context the introspected security context of running applica-
tion instances on instrumented target platforms; (2) for con-
tinuously displaying the dynamic assertions to a system
administrator; and for provisioning and dispatching alerts
based on the dynamic assertions and predefined criteria.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the network access
enforcer may subscribe for and receives dynamic application
statements from the attestation service to analyze the contex-
tual assertions and to determine whether an authenticated
user is permitted or denied network access to an attested
application instance.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the graphical user
interface may display the applications running on instru-
mented target platform on a client specific dashboard or por-
tal, and may present for each associated application execution
context at least one of: (1) a service hostname; (2) a service
realm; (3) a service principal name; (4) a product version; (5)
product vendor; (6) one or more classifications based confi-
dence metrics; or (7) an active network service port.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the identity provider
may query for dynamic application statements from the attes-
tation server to analyze the contextual assertions and to deter-
mine whether an authenticated user is permitted or denied
authorization to transact data exchanges with an attested
application instance in an established connection.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the network access
enforcer may analyze classifications based confidence met-
rics included in received dynamic application statements,
based on a subscription, from the attestation service to deter-
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mine whether an authenticated user is permitted or denied
network access to an attested application instance.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the identity provider
may analyze classifications based confidence metrics
included in received dynamic application statements, based
on a subscription, from the attestation service to determine
whether an authenticated user is permitted or denied autho-
rization to transact data exchanges with an attested applica-
tion instance in an established connection.

In certain exemplary embodiments, a method for creating
context-aware policies for network connections or data
exchange transactions between authenticated users and
attested running applications hosted on self-managed and
on-premise, or on outsourced service provider managed
infrastructures may include one or more of the following
steps: hosting, by an instrumented target platform, a target
user or service program; generating, by an application attes-
tation service, a globally unique, opaque, and time-sensitive
application artifact and application statements comprising of
a plurality of assertions pertaining to inspection based runt-
ime local execution context and introspection based security
context; discovering, identifying and inspecting, by a runtime
monitor, running application processes on the instrumented
target platform generate, by a runtime monitor, metadata that
includes at least the runtime local execution context; authen-
ticating, by an identity provider, a user to a web application
based on a web services request to provide attestation of the
local execution and introspected security context of the web
application; controlling, by a network access enforcer, access
of an authenticated user to a target application using the
application attestation service that is subscription based; pro-
viding, by a collaboration service, an introspected security
context for the target application running on the instrumented
target platform; and/or creating, using a graphical user inter-
face, access control rules for users annotated by a distin-
guished name in a user directory or database, and applications
annotated by a registered globally unique security principal
name.

In certain exemplary embodiments, context-aware access
control policies may be created that stipulate acceptable
thresholds for authorizations on the basis of dynamic classi-
fications based confidence metrics.

Although exemplary embodiments have been described in
terms of a computing device or instrumented platform, it is
contemplated that it may be implemented in software on
microprocessors/general purpose computers such as the com-
puter system 1400 illustrated in FIG. 14. In various embodi-
ments, one or more of the functions of the various compo-
nents may be implemented in software that controls a
computing device, such as computer system 1400, which is
described below with reference to FIG. 14.

Aspects of the present invention shown in FIGS. 1-13, or
any part(s) or function(s) thereof, may be implemented using
hardware, software modules, firmware, non-transitory com-
puter readable media having instructions stored thereon, or a
combination thereof and may be implemented in one or more
computer systems or other processing systems.

FIG. 14 illustrates an example computer system 1400 in
which embodiments of the present invention, or portions
thereof, may be implemented as computer-readable code. For
example, network systems 150, 250, 340, 450 and 550 of
FIGS. 1-5, can be implemented in computer system 1400
using hardware, software, firmware, non-transitory computer
readable media having instructions stored thereon, or a com-
bination thereof and may be implemented in one or more
computer systems or other processing systems. Hardware,
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software, or any combination of such may embody any of the
modules and components used to implement the network
systems of FIGS. 1-5.

If programmable logic is used, such logic may execute on
a commercially available processing platform or a special
purpose device. One of ordinary skill in the art may appreciate
that embodiments of the disclosed subject matter can be prac-
ticed with various computer system configurations, including
multi-core multiprocessor systems, minicomputers, main-
frame computers, computers linked or clustered with distrib-
uted functions, as well as pervasive or miniature computers
that may be embedded into virtually any device.

For instance, at least one processor device and a memory
may be used to implement the above described embodiments.
A processor device may be a single processor, a plurality of
processors, or combinations thereof. Processor devices may
have one or more processor “cores.”

Various embodiments of the invention are described in
terms of this example computer system 1400. After reading
this description, it will become apparent to a person skilled in
the relevant art how to implement the invention using other
computer systems and/or computer architectures. Although
operations may be described as a sequential process, some of
the operations may in fact be performed in parallel, concur-
rently, and/or in a distributed environment, and with program
code stored locally or remotely for access by single or multi-
processor machines. In addition, in some embodiments the
order of operations may be rearranged without departing
from the spirit of the disclosed subject matter.

Processor device 1404 may be a special purpose or a gen-
eral purpose processor device. As will be appreciated by
persons skilled in the relevant art, processor device 1404 may
also be a single processor in a multi-core/multiprocessor sys-
tem, such system operating alone, or in a cluster of computing
devices operating in a cluster or server farm. Processor device
1404 is connected to a communication infrastructure 1406,
for example, a bus, message queue, network, or multi-core
message-passing scheme.

Computer system 1400 also includes a main memory 1408,
for example, random access memory (RAM), and may also
include a secondary memory 1410. Secondary memory 1410
may include, for example, a hard disk drive 1412, removable
storage drive 1414. Removable storage drive 1414 may com-
prise a floppy disk drive, a magnetic tape drive, an optical disk
drive, a flash memory, or the like.

The removable storage drive 1414 reads from and/or writes
to a removable storage unit 1418 in a well known manner.
Removable storage unit 1418 may comprise a floppy disk,
magnetic tape, optical disk, etc. which is read by and written
to by removable storage drive 1414. As will be appreciated by
persons skilled in the relevant art, removable storage unit
1418 includes a non-transitory computer usable storage
medium having stored therein computer software and/or data.

In alternative implementations, secondary memory 1410
may include other similar means for allowing computer pro-
grams or other instructions to be loaded into computer system
1400. Such means may include, for example, a removable
storage unit 1422 and an interface 1420. Examples of such
means may include a program cartridge and cartridge inter-
face (such as that found in video game devices), a removable
memory chip (such as an EPROM, or PROM) and associated
socket, and other removable storage units 1422 and interfaces
1420 which allow software and data to be transferred from the
removable storage unit 1422 to computer system 1400.

Computer system 1400 may also include a communica-
tions interface 1424. Communications interface 1424 allows
software and data to be transferred between computer system
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1400 and external devices. Communications interface 1424
may include a modem, a network interface (such as an Eth-
ernet card), acommunications port, a PCMCIA slot and card,
or the like. Software and data transferred via communications
interface 1424 may be in the form of signals, which may be
electronic, electromagnetic, optical, or other signals capable
of being received by communications interface 1424. These
signals may be provided to communications interface 1424
via a communications path 1426. Communications path 1426
carries signals and may be implemented using wire or cable,
fiber optics, a phone line, a cellular phone link, an RF link or
other communications channels.

In this document, the terms “computer program medium,”
“non-transitory computer readable medium,” and “computer
usable medium” are used to generally refer to media such as
removable storage unit 1418, removable storage unit 1422,
and a hard disk installed in hard disk drive 1412. Signals
carried over communications path 1426 can also embody the
logic described herein. Computer program medium and com-
puterusable medium can also refer to memories, such as main
memory 1408 and secondary memory 1410, which can be
memory semiconductors (e.g. DRAMs, etc.). These com-
puter program products are means for providing software to
computer system 1400.

Computer programs (also called computer control logic)
are stored in main memory 1408 and/or secondary memory
1410. Computer programs may also be received via commu-
nications interface 1424. Such computer programs, when
executed, enable computer system 1400 to implement the
present invention as discussed herein. In particular, the com-
puter programs, when executed, enable processor device
1404 to implement the processes of the present invention,
such as the stages in the methods illustrated by the flowcharts
800, 900, 1000, 1100, 1200 and 1300 of FIGS. 8-13, dis-
cussed above. Accordingly, such computer programs repre-
sent controllers of the computer system 1400. Where the
invention is implemented using software, the software may be
stored in a computer program product and loaded into com-
puter system 1400 using removable storage drive 1414, inter-
face 1420, and hard disk drive 1412, or communications
interface 1424.

Embodiments of the invention also may be directed to
computer program products comprising software stored on
any computer useable medium. Such software, when
executed in one or more data processing device, causes a data
processing device(s) to operate as described herein. Embodi-
ments of the invention employ any computer useable or read-
able medium. Examples of computer useable mediums
include, but are not limited to, primary storage devices (e.g.,
any type of random access memory), secondary storage
devices (e.g., hard drives, floppy disks, CD ROMS, ZIP disks,
tapes, magnetic storage devices, and optical storage devices,
MEMS, nanotechnological storage device, etc.), and commu-
nication mediums (e.g., wired and wireless communications
networks, local area networks, wide area networks, intranets,
etc.).

It is to be appreciated that the Detailed Description section,
and not the Summary and Abstract sections, is intended to be
used to interpret the claims. The Summary and Abstract sec-
tions may set forth one or more but not all exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention as contemplated by the inven-
tor(s), and thus, are not intended to limit the present invention
and the appended claims in any way.

Embodiments of the present invention have been described
above with the aid of functional building blocks illustrating
the implementation of specified functions and relationships
thereof. The boundaries of these functional building blocks
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have been arbitrarily defined herein for the convenience of the
description. Alternate boundaries can be defined so long as
the specified functions and relationships thereof are appro-
priately performed.

The foregoing description of the specific embodiments will
so fully reveal the general nature of the invention that others
can, by applying knowledge within the skill of the art, readily
modify and/or adapt for various applications such specific
embodiments, without undue experimentation, without
departing from the general concept of the present invention.
Therefore, such adaptations and modifications are intended to
be within the meaning and range of equivalents of the dis-
closed embodiments, based on the teaching and guidance
presented herein. It is to be understood that the phraseology or
terminology herein is for the purpose of description and not of
limitation, such that the terminology or phraseology of the
present specification is to be interpreted by the skilled artisan
in light of the teachings and guidance.

Although the invention is illustrated and described herein
with reference to specific embodiments, the invention is not
intended to be limited to the details shown. Rather, various
modifications may be made in the details within the scope and
range equivalents of the claims and without departing from
the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of providing an attestation service for an
application at runtime executing on a computing platform
using an attestation server, comprising:

receiving, by the attestation server remote from the com-

puting platform:

a runtime execution context indicating attributes of the
application at runtime, wherein the attributes com-
prise one or more executable file binaries of the appli-
cation and loaded components of the application; and

a security context providing security information about
the application, wherein the security information
comprises an execution analysis of the one or more
executable file binaries and the loaded components;

generating, by the attestation server, a report indicating

security risks associated with the application based on
the received runtime execution context and the received
security context, as an attestation result; and

sending, by the attestation server, the attestation result

associated with the application.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

generating, by the attestation server, an application artifact

as a reference for changes in a subsequent execution

context; and

sending the generated application artifact such that subse-

quent changes to the runtime execution context are

tracked based on the generated application artifact.

3. The method according to claim 2, further comprising
digitally signing the attestation results,

wherein the attributes further comprise parent-child pro-

cess associations of the application.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the received security
context is an introspective security context, and wherein the
execution analysis is a static, dynamic, or virtual analysis of
the one or more executable file binaries and the loaded com-
ponents.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the generating of the
report indicating security risks associated with the applica-
tion includes generating, by the attestation server, one or
more security assertions that pertain to the received runtime
execution context and the received introspective security con-
text.
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6. The method according to claim 1, further comprising sending, by the attestation server:
authenticating the application using a plurality of collabora- an application statement regarding a client application
tion services. of the interrelated applications to the server of the

7. The method according to claim 1, further comprising client-server transaction and the application state-
controlling a user’s transaction with the application by apply- 5 ment regarding a server application of the interrelated
ing a set of authorization rules in accordance with the attes- applications to the client of the client-server transac-
tation results. tion; or

8. The method according to claim 1, further comprising an application statement regarding a first peer applica-
controlling a user’s network access to the application by tion of the interrelated applications to the second peer
applying a set of authorization rules in accordance with the 10 of the peer-to-peer transaction and the application
attestation results. statement regarding a second peer application of the

9. The method according to claim 1, further comprising interrelated applications to the first peer of the peer-
providing confidence metrics in the attestation results indi- to-peer transaction; and
cating a level of security risk by different classifications such determining, based at least in part upon the sent appli-
that a restriction on a user’s transaction with the application 15 cation statements, whether or not to exchange data
are applied based on the level of security risk indicated by the with associated applications.
confidence metrics in the attestation results. 16. The computer readable medium of claim 15, wherein:

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the applica- generating the application statements comprises including
tion of the restriction on the user’s transaction includes apply- confidence metrics and contextual assertions in the
ing the restriction on the user’s network access to the appli- 20 application statements; and
cation. determining includes:

11. The method according to claim 1, wherein the applica- comparing respective confidence metrics to a set of
tion of the restriction on the user’s transaction includes apply- rules; and
ing routing decisions and redirecting the user to an alternate determining whether or not to exchange data based on
computer platform. 25 the comparison.

12. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 17. A method for providing attestation of the authenticity
controlling, by a network access enforcer, access of a user to of'a running web application or web servlet using an attesta-
the application based on the attestation result. tion server, comprising:

13. A non-transitory computer readable medium having requesting an application artifact that is a dynamic, opaque
instructions stored thereon that, if executed by a computing 30 reference to a running web application or servlet
device, cause the computing device to perform operations for instance;
providing mutual attestation of applications in client-server establishing a secure channel between the web server and
or peer-to-peer transactions using an attestation server, the the attestation server;
operations comprising: generating at least one digital signature corresponding to

generating and sending, by the attestation server, a first 35 the execution context of the web application or servlet

application artifact that dynamically and opaquely iden- instance;

tifies: determining at least one parent-child process association

an instance of a first application; and corresponding to the execution context of the web appli-

a record of a current execution state of the first applica- cation or web servlet instance;

tion; 40  sending an application report to an identity provider;

receiving and validating, by the attestation server, from a generating assertions based on a received security context

server in the client server transaction or from a first peer and a received local execution context;

in the peer-to-peer transaction, the first application arti- transmitting confidence metrics in the report to the identity

fact sent by the attestation server to a client in a client provider; and

server transaction or to a second peer in the peer-to-peer 45  providing attestation of the running web application or web

transaction; servlet as a digital icon for rendering by a web browser.
generating and sending application statements to the client 18. The method according to claim 17, wherein the provid-

and the server or the first and second peers about inter- ing is prior to commencing any data exchange in an estab-

related applications used in the client-server or peer-to- lished connection with a user.

peer transactions. 50 19.The method according to claim 17, wherein the provid-

14. The computer readable medium of claim 13, the opera- ing is prior to establishing a network connection with a user.
tions further comprising: 20. The method according to claim 19, further comprising

generating and sending, by the attestation server, a second rendering attestation information about the web application

application artifact that dynamically and opaquely iden- to be accessed responsive to user input.

tifies: 55 21. A system for continuously monitoring running appli-

an instance of a second application; and cations hosted on self-managed and on-premise, or on out-

arecord of a current execution state of the second appli- sourced service provider managed infrastructure comprising:
cation; an instrumented target platform for hosting target, running

receiving and validating, by the attestation server, from a applications;

client in the client server transaction or from a second 60  an application attestation service for:

peer in the peer-to-peer transaction, the second applica- generating globally unique, opaque, and time-sensitive

tion artifact sent by the attestation server to a server in a application artifacts identifying records of current

client server transaction or to a first peer in the peer-to- execution states and application statements for the

peer transaction. target, running applications including a plurality of

15. The computer readable medium of claim 14, wherein: 65 assertions pertaining to inspection based runtime

sending the application statements comprises the follow- local execution context and introspection based secu-

ing operations: rity context; and
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remediating the instrumented target platform, wherein
the remediating includes one or more of: a reimage, a
snapshot, or a quarantine of the instrumented target
platform;
a runtime monitor for;
discovering, identifying and inspecting running applica-
tion processes on the instrumented target platform,
wherein the discovering includes analysis of execut-
able file binaries of the target, running applications;
and
generating metadata that includes at least the runtime
local execution context;
a collaboration service configured to:
provide introspected security context for the target, run-
ning applications on the instrumented target platform;
and
analyze executable file binaries for the target application
running on the instrumented target platform; and
a graphical user interface configured to:
request and receive dynamic assertions from a metadata
repository of the attestation service, the dynamic
assertions pertaining to the local execution context or
the introspected security context of running applica-
tion instances on the instrumented target platform;
continuously display the dynamic assertions; and
provision and dispatch alerts based on the dynamic
assertions and predefined criteria.
22. The system according to claim 21, further comprising a
network access enforcer configured to:
subscribe to and receive dynamic application statements
including contextual assertions from an attestation ser-
vice;
analyze the contextual assertions; and
determine whether or not an authenticated user is permitted
to access an attested application instance via a network.
23. The system according to claim 21, wherein the graphi-
cal user interface is further configured to:

—
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display the applications running on the instrumented target
platform in a client specific dashboard or portal, and
present, for each associated application execution context,
at least one of:
a service hostname;
a service realm;
a service principal name;
a product version;
a product vendor;
one or more classification-based confidence metrics;
an active network service port; or
executable file binaries.
24. The system according to claim 21, further comprising
an identity provider configured to:
query for dynamic application statements from the attesta-
tion server including contextual assertions;
analyze the contextual assertions; and
determine whether or not an authenticated user is autho-
rized to exchange data with an attested application
instance via an established connection.
25. The system according to claim 21, further comprising a
network access enforcer configured to:
analyze classifications based confidence metrics included
in received dynamic application statements, based on a
subscription, from an attestation service; and
determine whether or not an authenticated user is permitted
to access an attested application instance via a network.
26. The system according to claim 21, further comprising
an identity provider configured to:
analyze classification-based confidence metrics included
in received dynamic application statements, based on a
subscription, from an attestation service; and
determine whether or not an authenticated user is autho-
rized to exchange data with an attested application
instance via an established connection.
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