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&b SHOWTIME: Amy Dafoe of Havelock showing Dalock Rose July 14th 2015 at the East Central Junior Show at Orono Fairgrounds. This is
Amy’s first year showing. She belongs to the Hastings County Stirling -Tweed Dairy 4-H club. CidbCALIBER: Griffin Kuntz, 3, son of Steve and
Terri-Ann Kuntz, visits his grandparent’s farm (Paul and Donna Kuntz) near Mildmay on summer holidays and is always greeted by Caliber. —id
PREPPING: Ava Whitton will be two years old in October. She already comes to work with her Mom Mary Whitton every day at her grandparent’s
dairy farm, Clarkview Holsteins, owned and operated by Brent and Katrien Clark, near Beaverton. Prepping the 15 bottles for baby calves is
one of her favourite jobs. Her father Dennis Whitton works as service manager at Green Tractors in Omemee. Ava is the third generation to work

at Clarkview Holsteins.

Send us your scenes from the farm with detailed descriptions: ontariofarmer.farmseen@sunmedia.ca (high-resolution images)

“NOW, that looks like a happily married
couple,”

remarked the husband.
“Don’t be too sure, my dear.” replied his wife.

“They're probably saying the same thing
about us.”

A MAN took four tires to a friend's garage
sale and was asking $30 apiece. He needed
to leave for a few minutes, so he asked the
friend to watch them for him.

“Sure,” he said, “but if someone offers less,
how low are you willing to go?”

“Try for more, but | will accept $15,” the man

When he returned, the tires were gone.

"How much did you get for them?” he
asked excitedly.

“Fifteen dollars each.”
“Who bought them?”
"I did!"
TAILENDER on page 31B

DEPENDABLE OPERATION.

RELIABLE RESULTS.

By combining our patented true mechanical depth control with an industry exclusive floating and oscillating
front hitch system, the Penta 300 series cultivator provides even and precise tillage depth across uneven
terrain — providing the consistency you require through the entire field.

Contact your local Penta Tillage dealer for more details.

*Offers are available on select new Penta Tillag

placed are subject to change without notice at any time. Offers subject to availability
and may be discontinued at any time. Valid at participating Penta Tillage dealers only.

Some restrictions may apply.

Manufactured in
Ontario
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A certain degree of latitu

In the early 1970s my mom
convinced my dad to take a
trip to the far reaches of Ontar-
i0’s north. I went along, taking
the TransCanada to the City of
Cochrane on the upper side of
the Temiskaming northern
farming region, there to take a
five-hour train ride to
Moosonee, Ontario’s most
northerly city. There is no high-
way to get there except in
winter.

I don’t remember much about
it, but looking at a map a few
years ago, | was surprised to
learn that I had been to the very
foot of James Bay. Moosonee
is a city alongside a Cree reser-
vation called Moose Factory,
which together have about
3000 people and to this day,
have not a single paved street.

A couple of weeks ago, we
took a five-day mini vacation
to retrace the steps of the 1970s
trip, and really, not much has
changed. Same train even,
which was borrowed from its

Uh, | was told, the
49th parallel marks
the border, not the
42nd. That is why
there is a marker.
Have you seen other
markers for any
other latitude line?

night job of transporting wiz-
ards to Hogwarts.

As we drove the highway
toward Cochrane, in the real
north, the farmland became
sparser and sparser and tougher
and tougher. We passed a high-
way monument that told us that
this was the continental divide,
that all waters from this point
on flowed toward the Arctic
Ocean. That just makes you
want to put on thick socks.

We passed a large beef herd
on pasture, and I was com-
pelled to make a statement that
is probably the dumbest thing

Bird fiu recovery to take up

he lowa egg industry

won’t be back to full pro-
duction for a year to 18 months,
says the Jowa Poultry Associa-
tion about the avian influenza
toll this spring.

About 30 million hens were
lost, 40 per cent of the state’s
flock.

Wisconsin lifted its final six
quarantine zones this week, so
those farms in Barron and Jef-

ferson counties are set to
repopulate.

Minnesota had more than
100 farms hit this past spring.
Nearly 40 of them have been
repopulated and 37 more have
achieved regulatory standards
they need in order to follow
suit. Minnesota lost about five
million turkeys and four mil-
lion egg-laying hens.

It is probably not over yet.

ever said on matters of
geography.

“This farmer,” I said pomp-
ously, “is probably on the most
northerly edge of the grow
zone. The only thing that can
grow here is pasture and short-
season grains. He is probably
the most northern farmer in all
of Canada.”

A few miles on, we came to
another roadside marker, mak-
ing note of the 49th parallel of
latitude. “That shows how high
we are,” I said, “The 42nd par-
allel marks the divide between
Canada and the U.S.! We are
so far porth, we should be look-
ing for polar bears.”

Uh, I was told, the 49th par-
allel marks the border, not the
42nd. That is why there is a
marker. Have you seen other
markers for any other latitude
line?

It is true. The Cochrane farm
may have been north for
Ontario (and not really, as it
turned out) but the simple geo-

to 18 months

Animal health experts
believe high-pathogenic
strains of avian influenza
may return as early as this
fall as wild bird migrations
resume.

Canadians remain vigilant
after losing flocks in the Fra-
ser Valley of British Colum-
bia around Christmas time
and three flocks in Oxford
County, Ont., this spring.

Merger leads to layoffs at Kraft-Heinz

irst came the merger
between Kraft and Heinz.
Now come 2,500 layoffs, 700
of them at Kraft Foods head
office in Chicago.
Those offices will move
from the suburbs to smaller

space in the downtown.

The new owners — Berkshire
Hathaway and 3G Group —
said after they bought both
companies that they aim to
reduce costs by $1.5 billion by
the end of 2017.

Another 150 will be cut
when a new $114-million hot
dog plant for Oscar Mayer
opens in Columbia, Missouri.

Heinz closed its ketchup
plant in Leamington a couple
of years ago.

v

graphical fact is that ALL of
the Canadian Prairies, that
huge bread basket for the
world, was further north than
we were at that time. That
farmer may well have been in
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BY PAUL MAHON
Publisher and editor-in-chief,
Ontario Farmer Publications
paul.mahon@sunmedia.ca

the bottom 50 per cent of farms
in the country by latitude.

We forget. in the balmy bor-
der afterthought that is south-
ern Ontario, that this country is
the truth north after all.

SERVING THE
INDUSTRY 20 YEARS

BBER SCRAPERS

VISIT US ONLINE TO SEE

OF PRODUCTS
www.menschmfg.com
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EXPERIENCE
THE ADVANTAGE

MERIDIAN

STANDARD FEATURES

= Powder Coat Paint Finish
Interior and Exterior
m Telescopic Ladder
m 25" Spring Loaded Vented Lid
m 24" Clearance Under Bottom Slide %
m Rack & Pinion Slide Gate |

Canadian
Built

USED FEED TANKS
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1 - 4 ton Side Draw Feed Tank Side Draw Tank
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Clarence & Arlene Pronk
7818 Wellington Rd. Arthur, ON

SAVE $150.00. REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 18, 2015

PROGRAM

I Took the Next Step!

ADVANCED
FARM MANAGEMENT

TAKE THE NEXT STEP TO IMPROVING YOUR FARM MANAGEMENT.

Register by October 31st, 2015 for 5 one-day sessions starting
November, 2015. Sessions available at St. Jacobs, North Gower

and London, Ontario locations.

For more information and easy online registration visit

advancedfarmmanagement.ca

“The marketing strategies I learned in this course helped
me land more retail channels for my mushroom business.”

- Murry Good

=
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One acre of corn sacrificed for a place of baseball dreams

Oxford County cash cropper Mike Van Boekel built his diamond, just like the guy in the movie

.4] '_

BY IAN CUMMING

The writer lives in Glengarmy County
Blengarryfarms@sympatico.ca

ctor Kevin Costner and

Oxford county cash crop-
per Mike Van Boekel certainly
don’t look alike.

But they both built a base-
ball Field of Dreams on their
farmland, were once there was
corn. Costner in a movie with
that title, Van Boekel for real.

About 10 miles north of
Woodstock, between Innerkip
and Tavistock, with a 200-cow
robot dairy farm across the
road, the president of Jersey
Canada two farms over, is an
unlikely location for a ball dia-
mond, where four youths

under 14 years old have played,
developing into Canadian ball
playing champions this year.

They played and played and
got better and better, night
after night “until they couldn’t
see any more,” over the past
half decade, said Van Boekel.
“Those hundreds of hours hav-
ing fun were great practice. It’s
open to any kid that wants to
play.”

Van Boekel's cash crop and

CH ‘96 JD 9600
UX667412 -
3524hrs, 2097 SER. PRWD,
Chopper, 20ft. Unl Auger, Hyd.

_Fore & Aft, Bin Ext.

$47,500 8

(CH) Chatham

519-352-9480
1-888-311-2555

- GH'‘02,JD 9650STS .
UA697185
2637hrs, 2005 SEP, 2WD,
Contour Master, 20ft. Unl Auger,
Hyd. Fore & Aft

($112,500 J

CH 90 JD 9500 UAG38476 2816hrs, 1542 SEP, PRWD, Bin Ext, Crary Double Chalf Spreader
€0 ‘91 JD 9500 UAB41573 6151hrs, 4132 SEP, PRWD, Chopper, 235hp
€0 92 JD 9500 UAG46059 3984hrs, 2840 SEP, 2WD, Chopper, 176t Unl Auger, Hyd. Fore & AR, Harvestrak MONitor, 235hp .............
€0 /09 JD 9570STS UA730483 959hrs, 632 SEP, 20D, Contour Master, Xenon Lighting, 21,50, Unl AUGEF s
©0 00 JD 9650STS UAGB6417 2000hrs, 1600 SEP, PRWD, Chopper, 20ft. Uni Auger, Level Land
€0 ‘00 JD 9650STS UABB5570 351 5hrs, 2258 SEP, 2WD, Chopper, Contour Master, 20ft Unl Auger, 20.8R-38 DUaIS ...
€O 01 JD 9650STS UX692408 3150hrs, 2213 SEP, 2WD, Contour Master, Greenstar Yield, Maurer Bin Ext, 20ft, Unl auger ..
€O 00 JD 9650W UAB85482 4530hrs, 3192 SEP, PRWD, Chopper, 20/t Unl Auger, AWS Fan, Maurer Bit EXt ..o
CO '04 JD 9760STS UAT06959 1857hrs, 1273 SEP, 2WD, Contour Master, 22.5f. Ul Auger, 520/85R42 Duals

CH ‘07 JD 9760STS UU721839 1924hrs, 1336 SEP, 2WD, Prem Cab, Contour Master, Hyd. Fore & Aft, 22.5%t Unl Auger ......
€O 01 CIH 2388 UA269102 3324hrs, 2399 SEP, PRWD, Singles

| COMBINE PLATFORMS & CORN AND ROW CROP HEADERS _ |
CH “11 JD 622F UX740236 One PCE Spare Knife, Stripper Extension, Auger w/Full Width Fingers
CH *12 JD 635FD UX745426 One PCE Spare Knife
€0 *12 JD 640FD UA746263 One PCE Spare knife
CH "14 JD 640FD UAT66119 Poly Tine Pickup Reel, Dual Knife Drive
€0 ‘00 JD 930F UA686969 HH Sensing & Contour Master, Spind Backshafts/Universal, Fore & Aft Reel
CH 13 JD 608C UA756617 30" Row Spacing, Stalkmaster - Chopping, Temp Corrosion Protection
CH '14 JD 608C UA766117 30" Row Spacing, Stalkmaster - Chopping, Autotrac Rowsense Sensors
€0 13 JD 616C UA755252 30" Row Spacing, Non Stalkmaster, Autotrac Rowsense Sensors
CH JD 643 UAT28255 30" Row Spacing, w/Poly Snouts
CH ‘01 JD 893 UX696386 30" Row Spacing, Hyd. Deck Plates, Straight Fluted Row Units

CO.‘09 JD 9770STS
UA732942
* " 1756hrs, 1057 SEP, 2WD, Conftour
Master, Xenon Lighting, Hyd.
Fore & Aft, Prem Cab

EBEED

CH 13 JD S550 UA755208 204hrs; 130 SER, 2WD, Choppér, Prem Cab, HID Lights; Autotrac, 28126 FS.
CH 14 JD 8650 UA765030 100hrs, S_iJSE'P;PHWD, Prem Cab, HID Lights, Autotrac, 3Spd Elec. Shift ..
CO '12 JD 5660 UA747255 529hrs, 345 SEP, 2WD, Chopper, Prem Cab, HID Lights, Autqtrac, 28L-26
€0 '12 JD S660 UX746650 5%hrs, 401 SEP, PRWD, Chopper, Prem Cab, HID Lights, Autotrac, 35pd EJeC. SHft suumssmmmmmamsens
_ €0 '12 JD 5660 UA746013 805hrs, 409 SEP. PRWD; Prem Cab, HID Lights, Autotrac, 22.5ft. Unl Auger, 520/85R38 Duals ...
CH ‘12 JD 8660 UX746517 1008hrs; 704 SER, PRWD, Chopper, Prem Cab, HID Lights, Autotrac, 35pd Elec. Shift ...
CH '13 JD SB60 UA755933 450tirs, 298 SEP, PRWD; Pram Gab; HID Lights, Autotrac, 6.9M Unl Auger, 520/85R42 DUBIS ....ovvrve
CH 13 JD SBEO U)(TSSQSS 491hrs, 345 SEP, PRWD, Chopper, Prem Cab, HID Ughfs, Autotrac, 520/85R42 Duals ........eveve
CH 14 JD $660'UA765921 1?éhrs. 117 SEP, 2WD, Chopper, Prem Cab, HID Lights, Autotrac w/Harv Monitor, Pro Drive ........
CH 12 JD S670 UXM&IBBS 782hrs, 511 SEP, PRWD, Prem Cab, HID Lights, Autotrac, 3Spd Elec. Shift, 520/85R42 Duals ...
CH “13 JD $670 UX757153 480hrs, 326 SEP, Prem Cab, HID Uéhls‘_ Autotrac, Pro Drive w/Harvestsmart, 7.9M Unl Auger
CH *13 JD S670 UATS7451 612hrs, 419 SER, 2WD; Chopper, Prem Cab; HID Li.ghts. Jliuiutrac, 6.9M Unl Auger, 28L-26...........
CH *13 JD $670 UX757152 755hrs, 568 SEP, PRWD, Chopper, Prem Cab, HID Lights, Pro Drive, 7.9M Unl Auger .....
CH 12 JD $680 UAT46571 1078hrs, 641 SEP, 2WD, Spreader, Prem Cab, HID Lights, Autotrac w/Harv Monitor
C0 “13 JD $680 UAT57512 716hrs, 442 SEP, 2WD, Prem Cab, HID Lights, Autotrac, Pro Drive, 7.9M Unl AUGEr .....c.u
CO0 ‘14 JD $690 UA765546 517hrs, 321 SEP, PRWD, Spreader, Autotrac, Pro Drive, 7.9M Unl Auger, 520/85R42 Duals ......
CH ‘79 JD 6620 UA354725 2773hrs, 2WD, Chopper, w/216 Platform Seliing ‘AS IS’

i
CO ‘04 JD 9860STS
UA706300
4350hrs, 3700 SEP, PRWD,
Chopper, Contour Master, 22.5ft,
Unl Auger, Hyd. Fore & Aft

B

$269,500
$315,000
$289,500
.5209,500

.$379,500

$79,500

$31,000

$73,000

§79,500

$95,000

$15,500
$§73,000

§85,000
$119,800

$8,500

$26,000

www.mcgrails.com

(CO) Comber

519-687-6662
1-877-603-6441

hog operation is on one side of
the ball field, the United
Church on the other, right at
the four corners.

A tough-looking motorcycle
gang once congregated at the
church yard, throttling their
bikes, doing their best to look
evil, when Mike's dad Gerry of
horse racing fame, once own-
ing a racer with Peter Heffer-
ing, stopped at the road and
summoned several of the bik-
ers over.

“You're too early,” Gerry told
them. “Church isn’t until
Sunday.”

Van Boekel, who also has a
full-time off-farm job as long
time elected union leader down
at the car plant, was a pretty
good ball player in hisday. The
lass he married across the
county from Oxford Centre,
Jennifer Hampson, had a dad
Bill, who loved and played the
game for a long time as well.

Bill, my best friend, shared a
lot in thousands of phone calls,
and when Mike — called the
DC by Bill — short for Dutch
Catholic, started seriously

sniffing around his dairy farm,-

there was a wariness in his
voice onhow this would mesh
with the Church of England
upbringing of his oldest, beau-
tiful daughter.

Then one night came the
excited call. “The DC is a hell
of a ball player, he got a home
run tonight when we were all at

his game to watch.”

From then on Bill and his
wife Betty not only approved,
they gushed. So much so that
the wedding 18 years ago was
at the Catholic church.

The years passed and Mike
and Jennifer, have three chil-
dren. The two boys, Jacob and
Greg, due to a combination of
genetics and encouragement,
have developed into great ball
players.

In April 2010 Mike seeded
the ball field, putting the foul
lines 160 feet deep. They also
got some team benches and a
back screen.

That summer real magnetic
bases, a home plate and a pitch-
ing rubber appeared on their
porch with a note “for the
kids.” To this day they don’t
know who left them there.

The local ballpark also
donated an old limer, enabling
them to mark the lines:=*:

In 2012 the field was
expanded with the foul lines
now at 200 feet deep. In 2013 a
home run fence was put in.

This spring the infield was
dug outgravelled-and bleach-
ers were added to accommo-
date the crowds for the many .
exhibition games, several
league games and the constant
gathering of youths just having
fun, said Van Boekel. A few
businesses now have advertise-
ments hanging on the home
run fence.

Keep It Clean - Cereals launched

Cereals Canada is proud to
announce the launch of
the Keep It Clean — Cereals
campaign. “There is a growing
focus, both within Canada as
well as in key export markets,
on grain safety”, noted Cam
Dahl, President of Cereals
Canada. “Canadian farmers
consistently deliver high qual-
ity safe food to consumers
around the world. There are a
few steps that producers can
take to ensure that Canada pre-
serves and builds on this brand
reputation.” Keep it Clean —
Cereals is an informational
campaign aimed at reminding
producers about the best man-
agement practices needed to
preserve Canada’s place in
world markets.

Key focal points for the cam-
paign include:

* Knowing the market impli-
cation of all crop production
products;

* Always following the label
when applying crop produc-
tion products; and

* Following best practices to
avoid mycotoxin growth.

“Harvest is a critically
important time for these issues.
Now is the time when produc-
ers are making decisions on
pre-harvest applications and
storage. Care and attention
during fall will make a differ-
ence when it comes time to
market Canada’s grain.”

Keep it Clean — Cereals
builds upon ongoing efforts by
the Canola Council of
Canada.

“Rather than creating a
stand-alone but similar brand,
Cereals Canada has worked
with the Canola Council of
Canada to present a consistent
message to producers across
commodities”, continued
Dahl. “Cereals Canada thanks
the Canola Council for their
openness to the idea of a single
platform for these key mes-
sages. This is an example of
industry cooperation that ben-
efits every part of the value
chain,” concluded Dahl.
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About 10 miles north of Woodstock, between Innerkip and Tavistock, with a 200-cow robot dairy farm across the road, the president of Jersey
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Canada two farms over, is an unlikely location for a ball diamond, where four youths under 14 years old have played, developing into Canadian ball

playing champions this year.

They are still seeking an old-
fashioned, metal score board,
“the kind you used to see in
every town,” said Van Boekel.
“The kids say they want lights,
but dad wants a beer tent,” he
quipped.

One evening in late July,
when he and his family were
horsing around on the field,
an older stranger walked out
of Van Boekel’s corn field
wearing a baseball uniform.

Van Boekel was perplexed
as this person stood silently
looking into the corn field,
than another older ball player
came oul, then another, he
said.

“All of a sudden two ball
teams of young players, fol-
lowed by their parents and
grandparents came out of the
corn,” said Van Boekel. A
ball game ensued, followed
by a BBQ.

They not only recreated

Olymel will
meet with
workers union

lymel has finally

agreed to negotiate
with workers’ union follow-
ing the closing of its hog
slaughter plant at St-Val-
erien and St-Simon shut in
2007.

Olymel said it will not
appeal the decision of the
Superior Court of Quebec
dismissing the company’s
request to review an arbitra-
tor’s decision on union
grievances linked to the
closing the plant.

Judge Jean-Francois Buf-
foni dismissed the compa-
ny's review request in
September and now Olymel
now says it is open to hold
talks to reach a compensa-
tion settlement that would
“satisfy both parties” cover-
ing the period between
April 20 and Oct. 16, 2007.

that heartfelt scene from the
movie Field of Dreams, “but
they gave us a sign, Van
Boekel’s Field Of Dreams,”
he said.

[n early August at the

Canadian baseball champi-

onships in Saskatchewan for

boys under 14, Jacob and
Greg played on the elite gold
medal team. One a pitcher,
the other a catcher.

Their cousin Andrew Van
Boekel and nearby friend
Kyle Pullen, both always on
this ball field, played for the
silver medal team.

They had never built the

Ontario
Federation of
Agriculture

field to mould Canadian
champions but rather, “we
thought playing with their
friends and getting dirty was
more important than one acre
of corn,” said Van Boekel.

Federal election

TALKING ABOUT

AGRICULTURE
WITH CANDIDATES

Here are the issues and opportunities the OFA is talking about with
federal candidates in the weeks leading up to the October 19 election.
We want to be sure politicians appreciate and understand the importance
of our industry, including its contributions to the national economy.

v/ Risk Management Programs — We want the next federal government
to work together with the province to improve RMP programs, including
Production Insurance, Agri-Invest and Agri-Stability.

v/ Infrastructure Support — We are asking the next federal government
to increase transfers to rural municipal infrastructure to boost economic
development and competitiveness on farms and in rural communities.

v Agricultural Research — We need the next federal government to
continue to support publicly-funded agricultural research in Canada.

We all have an important role to play, advocating for issues that impact
our farm businesses. And there are many federal programs and regulations
that impact the way we farm in Ontario. Let’s use the federal election to
get agriculture on the table as we talk with local MP candidates.

OFA: Advocating for Ontario agriculture.

www.ofa.on.ca | Twitter: @OntarioFarms @OFABenefits | YouTube.com/OntarioFarms | Facebook.com/OntarioFarms

Get farm news updates at ONTARIOFARMER.COM

I e Tuesday, August 18, 2015
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Won the battle! Lost the war??

Dear editor:

This letter is in response to Mr. Szabo’s vic-
tory speech in a recent Ontario Farmer. I do
congratulate Szabo and the Ontario Beekeep-
ers Association, as a very small organization,
in their ability to align with a couple of large,
well-funded, anti-modern agriculture environ-
mental groups and overwhelm our urban-
based, anti-agriculture provincial government
into banning neonics.

[ personally consider the new legislation as
a ban because in my opinion the process set
out in the regulations is not realistic or work-
able. To analyze 4 million acres of Ontario
corn and soybean acres in the fall to accurately
predict soil insect pressure the following
spring is at best an educated guess. The cost
and liability associated with the process is
huge.

Iam a Certified Crop Advisor and have over
30 years experience in agri-business, primarily
assisting crop producers with their cropping
plans and crop input supplies. I consider the
ongoing insistence that crop farmers are only
using these products because the ‘big bad
chemical companies’ tell them that they need
too an insult to the professionalism of the vast
majority of our crop farmers. Producing corn
and soybeans in Ontario is a low margin busi-
ness. Our producers and their suppliers care-
fully plan their input programs including pest
control. I have worked with a lot of growers
and have yet to find one that puts on a pesticide
just because he can or someone told him he
should.

Szabo suggests in his article that GFO is
“threatening” that farmers will use pesticides
more harmful to bees. That is not a threat but

just areality! Farmers have lost the use of neo-
nics so will have no choice but to revert to
using older foliar applied insecticides. Be care-
ful what you wish for!

He seems surprised that crop farmers have
become very “cautious” about working with
bee producers to allow them to place hives on
their properties, etc.! I am surprised any of
them allow you to use their properties!! This
political fiasco is going to cause corn and soy-
bean farmers a considerable hardship —
reduced yields and increased costs.

Ontario farmers have also made huge
advances over the last several years in moving
to reduced tillage systems and use of cover
crops. These practices have huge value in the
climate change issue, soil health and reduced
soil loss. One of the tools that has made the
adaption of these practices possible was the
use of effective soil insect control as the
increased crop residue and cooler soils in these
systems encourage more soil insect activity.

With the loss of neonics many of these grow-
ers will quickly revert back to high tillage, low
residue systems. Actually a little ironic that the
same government that was so quick to ban neo-
nics has climate change as one of its major
platforms.

Szabo suggests that it’s time to move on and
getalong! It is very unfortunate that OBA and
some other ag organizations didn’t take that
approach a couple of years ago when the issue
first appeared. Unfortunately all of agriculture
including beekeepers are losing substantially
with the new regulations. The only winner is a
provincial government that is getting lots of
‘brownie points’ with its urban supporters.
Les Nichols

The weather in July matches the 10-year average

Dear editor:

The average temperature for July was 20.9
degrees which is the same as the 10-year
average. Rainfall continued the wet trend
established in June with 130 mm or 5.1
inches. Ormstown has now received three
months’ worth of rain in only two months.
All the crops appear to enjoy the combination

of normal temperature and abundant rainfall
as the growth has been phenomenal. Some
fields of soybeans are as tall as the fence
pickets. Heat units were 784 for the month,
which is 10 below normal and 1848 since
May 9 which is 79 above the 10-year
average.

Peter Finlayson, Ormstown
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Grain farmers more
thoughtful than portrayed

Dear editor:

Tibor Szabo writes a fine and
friendly letter; maybe the first olive
branch in what has deteriorated into
an acrimonious debate.

However his content and that of the
Ministry of Environment and Cli-
mate Change lack acknowledgement
of some important elements of this
situation.

First neither of the ‘anti-neonic’
proponents recognize nor acknowl-
edge the thoughtfulness of grain pro-
ducers. Do they think that farmers
simply want to enrich the coffers of
ag chem manufacturers and blindly
buy and use their products? Sec-
ondly, neither seems to recognize the
difficulty of forecasting pest attacks.
The Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) program being offered by the
provincial government is a good step
but will it decisively tell the grower,
“yes - this field needs treatment, this
one does not”?

A few decades ago, well before Bt

corn, Pickseed introduced a high
vielding grain hybrid to the Mani-
toba market; come July these fields
(and others) were attacked by corn
borer at rates exceeding 20/stalk - a
pest never seen at damaging levels
before.

The Environment Minister needs to
recognize that farmers farm for profit
and invest in crop inputs to assure prof-
its (oh and by the way, pay their share
of taxes on those profits).

There are better ways to meet the
needs of both parties. North America’s
largest potato producer based in Min-
nesota recently introduced a Pollinator
Protection Plan. A suggestion to
Ontario Ag Minister that such an ini-
tiative may work in Ontario still awaits
an answer.

It is discouraging to think that
Ontario farmers need to take their
government to court when opportu-
nities for a dialogue-based solution
to this issue is well worth exploring.
Martin C. Pick, Cavan

Corn foliage needs protection after tasselling

Dear editor:

Further to your article ‘As disease
levels build, so do fungicide recom-
mendations’, July 28th edition, per-
haps your readers would find my
observations interesting.

“All Roundup Ready products are
prone to Northern Leaf Blight”, a
conclusion I came to after seeing
fungicide response when applied to
the leading two corn seed company
products in high yield farm field
trials.

The reality today is corn foliage
should be protected after tasselling,
if you have the other production
components in place. Fields lacking
fertility will never enable a corn
crop to achieve the top yields.

Drowned-out areas don’t warrant
treatment, especially if yield is your
only criteria. The protectant fungi-
cides have to be delivered down into
the entire upper canopy, using drop
nozzles. Better foliage coverage
means better protection. Use more
than minimum water rates.

The ideal time to treat the crop is
before disease has had a chance to
progress. Waiting until a scout tells
you to spray is mostly late advice.
Planning ahead allows the fungicide
applicator to include your best fields
in their schedule, and the fungicide
products to be in place at your local
suppliers warehouse.

Keith McKell, SoilSmith Ltd.,

London

Talking about agriculture
with federal candidates

Don McCabe, President,
Ontario Federation of Agriculture

Canadians are heading to the polls this
fall to elect federal Members of Parlia-
ment, since the Prime Minister dropped
the writ recently. The Ontario Federa-
tion of Agriculture (OFA) is taking the
opportunity to talk with federal candi-
dates about the issues and opportunities
in the Ontario agriculture industry.

There are many federal programs and
regulations that impact the way we farm
and operate our farm business in
Ontario. For example, the current Grow-
ing Forward 2 program is 60% funded
from the federal level in cost share with
the province on numerous programs.
Agriculture and AgriFood Canada,
Fisheries and Oceans, Natural Resources
Canada, Health Canada, Environment
Canada, Revenue Canada and others are
all federal departments that have a regu-
latory effect on Ontario farm
businesses.

As farmers we need to talk to MP can-
didates around the province and through
county and regional federations about
the issues facing agriculture. We want to
be sure politicians appreciate and under-
stand the importance of our industry,
and the contributions we make to the
national economy. The next federal gov-
ernment needs to be aware of and imple-
ment an agenda that works for Ontario’s
farming and food sector.

There are three main issues in need of
focus at a federal level. We’ll be looking
for every opportunity to talk with federal
candidates over the coming weeks about
risk management programs, infrastruc-
ture support and agricultural research.

As candidates meet and greet voters
and debate the issues we want to be sure
that agriculture gets top billing. When
we talk about risk management, our
overall goal is to have the federal gov-
ernment work together with the province
to improve risk management programs

including Production Insurance, Agri-
Invest and Agri-Stability. Volatility in
the market place combined with cur-
rency fluctuation and reduced coverage
under current federal risk management
programs needs to be addressed.

Infrastructure is the backbone of com-
munities across Canada. We'll be advo-
cating the need for the next federal
government to increase transfers to rural
municipal infrastructure. Municipalities
need more support to facilitate farm
competitiveness and rural economic
development. Rural Ontario needs solid
transportation, internet and natural gas
infrastructure to grow our businesses
and our communities.

Our agriculture sector across the
country depends on a steady stream of
new research to support sustainable,
innovative improvements in agriculture.
Continued cuts in federal spending have
seen agriculture research centres close,
and fewer Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada research positions. OFA needs
the federal government to support pub-
licly-funded agriculture research in Can-
ada with a continuum of support from
basic to commercialization. Today’s
innovations keep Canadian agriculture
strong. With broken links in the chain,
future opportunities to meet tomorrow’s
challenges will not come from Canadian
sourced achievement.

Ontario agriculture contributes
$13.7 billion to the annual GDP and
$3.9 billion in government tax reve-
nues ($2.1 billion to the federal gov-
ernment). And 1 in 8 Canadian jobs
comes from agriculture and food. All
of these major economic impacts come
from Ontario farm sector production
and it’s important all federal candi-
dates understand the importance of
providing national solutions to Ontario
agriculture issues.

We all have an important role to
play, advocating for issues that impact
our farm businesses.

j—

Secrecy leaves TPP with a huge credibility gap

—_—

. BY ALEX BINKLEY
The writer is a veteran national
affairs reporter based in Ottawa
alex.binkley@sympatico.ca

As details dribble out about
the proposed Trans-
Pacific Partnership trade deal
that foundered in Maui in early
August, the more the Harper
government’s fetish for secrecy
is apt to come back to haunt it.

So far the government has
been fortunate that the deal has
not attracted any public atten-
tion in the Oct. 19 election

other than NDP trade critic
Don Davies’ sharp criticism of
the government for keeping
Canadians in the dark about
what’s in the 29 chapters of the
deal. The government gets
away with vague promises of
increased access to a market of
800 million and 40% of the
world trade while being silent
on the price tag for Canada.
We've known for a long
time that dairy and poultry
supply management would
take a hit. Since then the
price tag has been steadily
escalating to include what’s
left of the auto industry, the
CBC, Canada Post, any pos-
sibility of a national pharma-

care program or better access
to generic drugs. The latest
release centers on Internet
services and intellectual
property protection. Other
damaging details could well
be flushed out in the coming
weeks.

Wickileaks has been
releasing details of the ear-
lier negotiations and now a
U.S. non-governmental orga-
nization, Knowledge Ecol-
ogy International, has
provided a May 11 version of
the TPP, which shows many
issues were far from agree-
ment by the 12 would-be sig-
natory nations. Much of the
time between then and Maui

was taken up in U.S.-Japan
bilateral talks that left the
issues of the other countries
on the backburner.

Then there was the Globe
and Mail story about busi-
ness groups being told by a
senior Harper aide to be
ready to cheer loudly about
the TPP deal to drown out
the complaints from the
dairy farmers. The Globe
doesn’t seem to have learned
poultry producers are also
involved. One might expect
our business leaders to be
more interested in finding
out how the trade agreement
would affect them than being
government cheerleaders.

The concept of freer trade
among Pacific Rim countries
sounds good. But the deter-
mination of the United States
and Japan to stack the deck in
their favour compared to the
other 10 countries doesn’t
auger well for anyone other
than some large multination-
als that don’t want to be both-
ered with pesky national
rules and standards.

If the TPP is to come
together, then a deal has to be
reached before the end of Sep-
tember. It still could happen.
We should be learning about
what's at stake in the deal in a
more forthright manner than
from leaks to newspapers.

NUHN15000022658
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Farming: A picture in a thousand words

Anna Preston is 19 and lives
outside of Guelph. Her father
works for a poultry farmer, but
he’s also done beef and sheep.
She wrote this essay for friends
and family - it is exactly 1000
words - and they urged her to
send it in for a broader
audience

Farming n: the practice of
agriculture

That is the dictionary
definition.

But beyond those few words
lies a whole other world.

A world of dirt and weather
and growing things.

A world of family and his-
tory and the lay of the land.

A world of heartbreak and

satisfaction.

A world where life and death
are so continually present that
we know what they mean.

A world of blood, sweat,
tears, and laughter.

The truthis, it’s a way of life.

It’s the time we spend in our
tractor seats squinting into the
sun or driving by the high
beams, pulling whatever it
may be: hay cutter, plow, baler,
or manure spreader.

It’s the physical labour:
pitching hay, carrying buckets,
pushing wheelbarrows, load-
ing (or unloading) feedbags,
doing a posting trot for twenty
minutes without stirrups.

It’s the number crunching:
with your calculator late in the
evening at the kitchen table, or
lounging against the barn dur-
ing your lunch break with your
smartphone.

It’s the smells you recognize:
pig manure, fresh hay, horse;
and the sounds: the bawl of a
calf, the clucking of a chicken,
the gobble of a turkey, and the
mewing of kittens.

It’s how you look at the
prices in the grocery store and
know what they really mean.

Farming...

It’s a young couple watching
their first lamb be born.

It’s a white-haired gentle-
man recalling the bulls he'd
seen.

It’s a girl dumping her
wheelbarrow, and pausing to
watch the yearlings play in the
corral.

It’s a square-baling team
working like a sweat oiled
machine, as clouds loom
behind them.

It’s a sister pulling weeds
and telling stories.

It’s the dinner table talk that
consists of loaders, ear tags,
and ‘stemmy’ hay.

It’s the tired cheer from a
dozen throats as the flames are

finally doused and the barn’s.

still there.

It’s the squeal of a child as a
lamb’s searching mouth finds
the bottle.

It’s the kids absorbed in the
tractor ads.

It’s leaving a now contented
mother and baby and stepping
outside in time to watch the
sun rise.

It’s standing in a dark, warm
barn, surrounded by contented
noises, knowing your job is
done for the day.

Farming...

But it’s other things too.

It’s standing in the barn,
hearing the rain on the roof,
and looking out at your just-
raked hay field.

It’s the way you set your
face when you pull out one,

~ two, three, four lambs; one of

them alive.

It’s your dad, taking his
gun and going out to do what
he knows he’s gotta do, even
if she was his first heifer.

It’s Great-Grandfather’s

Farmall giving one last gasp.

It’s planting your soy beans
and getting no rain.

It’s planting your wheat
and getting nothing but.

It’s Barn 6, where the birds
are all dying.

It’s stepping out of the
storm cellar, and hearing
your son ask, “What hap-
pened to the barn?”

It’s the echo of the auction-
eer’s gavel, mixing with the
sound of hail.

It’s the moment when you
pull out the mail and find
what you're dreading.

It’s the mangled calf’s body
on the wrong side of the
fence.

It’s the look on the vet’s
face, as he sets the hoof
down.

It’s the man who watches
the sun rise and whispers,
“God. Please send rain.”

Farming...

It’s dirt under your finger-

nails and callouses on your
palms.

It’s mucky rubber boots on
the mat and bare feet on the
driveway.

It’s sweat dribbling down
your neck and clouds of
breath hanging in the air.

It’s hay dust dancing in the
sun beams and rain pounding
on the tin roof.

It’s a quick breakfast and a
weary supper.

It’s a boy’s first tractor ride
and Grandpa’s hair-raising
adventures.

It’s manure piles and glis-
tening hides.

It’s a roosting hen and a
galloping horse.

It’s rippling green corn
fields and carrets fresh out of
the dirt.

It’s a hayloft warm with
fresh bales and the ring of a
hammer across the yard.

It’s squishy cow pies and
stubborn stones.

It’s a cloud of dust and the

rumble of a thousand hooves.

Farming...

It’s hay dust plastered on
sweaty skin.

It’s the icicles in your beard
melting in the warmth of the
barn.

It's your brother, peering
out from under the hay cutter,
with greasy hands and a spot
on his nose, and calling for
the 3/4 socket.

It’s the lambs who think
your hair is edible.

It’s “Knee high by the first
of July’.

It’s losing your cell phone
in the straw chopper.

It’s a chicken undoing your
laces, while you try not to
drop any eggs.

It’s stepping in a fresh
green cow-pie, and going
down laughing! ,

It’s horse breath on your
cheek.

It’s cobwebs and dust and
smells that aren’t so nice,
until you lose them.

It’s the swallows swooping
in and out through the stable
windows.

It’s tallying up the poults
and finding you're 30 short,
so you each grab 5 and jump
in the back of the truck to
take them down the road
where they belong.

It’s standing, watching
your dad and the vet through
the fence, fists clenched,
fighting for every breath of
your own, willing the new-
born to live.

It’s the fear from a cloud of
smoke billowing above the
trees, The wheat field!

It’s three days straight of
rain, and zero complaints.

It’s the bowed heads and
circle.of hands.at the supper
table.

Farming...

It’s in the roar of a corn
dryer and the hushed awe of
a new born foal,

It’s in the laughter of chil-
dren and the tears of grown
men.

It’s in Grandma’s stories
and in our children’s
fingers.

It’s in the barn and the
field, in a shovel and a fork.

It’s in the cattle and the
corn, in the goats and the
grain.

It’s in the past and the pres-
ent and the future.

Farming. ..

It is the oldest and, I think,
the noblest way of making a
living there is.

Farmers feed families, so
thank God for farmers!

- Anna Preston, Guelph

NUHN15000022659
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What we have learned from
the neonic fiasco in Ontario |

Dear editor:

The recent decision by the Ontario govern-
ment to critically restrict usage of neonicotinoid
seed treatments for corn and soybeans, despite
limited scientific support, has been a real eye
opener for Ontario farmers. This column is
about broader implications for Ontario
agriculture.

Message One: The Ontario political land-
scape has changed dramatically, permanently
and not favourably for rural residents and
Jarmers

The neonic decision can be linked directly to
the 2014 vote when, for the first time in history,
Ontario elected a majority government contain-
ing almost no rural legislators.

The message was clear to politicians and citi-
zens alike: Electoral success in Ontario means
catering primarily — maybe exclusively - to the
wants of the urban population, not those of the
15 per cent who are rural, and especially not
those of farmers and their families who repre-
‘ sent but 1.4 per cent of Ontarians. In the future,
; our political significance will decline further.

Message Two: To be heard, rural and farm
issues must be portrayed in a context important
to urbanites

As farmers, we love to emphasize our high
efficiency, technical sophistication and impor-
tance to the economy, but the average urbanite
really doesn’t care.

Urbanites know that they need farmers for
food, but mostly don't see this as an issue. (They
also need oil companies for gasoline.) Grocery
shelves are always full, and price and quality -
not source - are what matters most — notwith-
standing the present public profile of local food.

Urban families are concerned with food
safety, health, risk avoidance and how to make
scarce dollars go farther. But concerned about
food supply? Not so much.

Public distrust of both big business and big
government is part of the dynamic and that
increasingly includes big agriculture/farming
—especially if there is any perceived threat to
the environment.

Very importantly, politicians respond to what
they hear from their constituents and those con-
stituents are urban. To be heard, farmers must
present their issues in ways important to those
urban constituents rather than just to farmers
themselves.

Message Three: Science is of declining
importance in political decision making

Most farmers assume science is basic for
decisions about technology including its safety
for usage. Canadian farmers have looked at
Europe where regulatory decisions are made
increasingly by politicians in defiance of good
science. We thought this wouldn’t happen here.
We thought wrong.

The ban on lawn pesticide usage imposed in
Ontario in 2009 was a sign of things to come.
The science was unambiguous: if used as
directed, lawn pesticides represent no threat to
human health and almost none to the environ-
ment. But Ontario politicians listened instead
to anti-pesticide and fringe health groups and
their chemophobic messages.

It was a clear signal of growing distrust of
both science and scientists by both the public

and politicians. The recent Ontario policy deci-
sion on neonicotinoids, made in response to
NGO eftorts, is a further step down this road.

The bottom line is that farmers can no longer
rely on scientific principles and the scientific
approach as the foundation for regulatory policy
setting in Ontario.

Message Four: We must respond to critical
issues at the beginning, not when they
become an avalanche

With neonics, grain farmers and the agri-
business community seriously underesti-
mated the appeal of the message carried by
anti-pesticide NGOs and a few media-savvy
individuals in the Ontario Bee Association.

The activists developed slick messages,
staged media events, built public support,
lobbied urban-based politicians, brought in
sympathetic ‘scientific experts’, even pur-
chased ads on Toronto subways. Activists
redefined farmers as bee killers rather than
food producers.

When agriculture finally responded by try-
ing to tell ‘the full story’, it was too late. The
public was already convinced (falsely, in my
view) that honey bee numbers are plunging
and that farmer-applied neonic insecticides
are the dominant reason.

Agriculture did react with measures to
reduce neonic-laden dust emissions. In early
2015 the Grain Farmers of Ontario produced
a credible plan for enhancing the well-being
of pollinators. But it was all too late.

Once the public forms an opinion, rightly
or wrongly, no amount of advertising or mes-
saging can cause reversal. You can’t stop an
avalanche when it is half-way down the
mountain.

In my view. the neonic issue is probably
beyond saving for Ontario corn and soybean
growers (and for many beekeepers also con-
cerned about what replaces neonies). It is
time to focus on what’s next. Activist cam-
paigns are well underway on other agricul-
tural practices including use of other
pesticides (glyphosate), genetic modified
(GM) crops. fertilizer usage, livestock anti-
biotics — and more.

I am especially concerned about GM crops.
Polls show public attitudes to GM technology
are becoming more negative, even as the sci-
ence in support of benefits and safety
becomes stronger. Sort of like neonics two
years ago.

Each negative column, letter to the editor
orother media feature needs a response con-
taining documented facts while emphasizing
what’s important to urbanites. We need to
better use trustworthy ‘experts’, especially
those who can communicate, to counter those
provided by activist groups.

We need to get more consumers to under-
stand that accomplishments of modern agri-
culture mean important benefits for them —an
abundant and diverse food supply, of ever-
improving quality and safety, representing a
declining share of family disposable income,
and grown on a shrinking farmland base.

It’s a new reality for Ontario farmers. If we
are going to be politically significant in the
years ahead, we must think and communicate
different.

Terry Daynard, Guelph
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CIH Farmall 1204, MFD cab, duals, ‘13, w/CIH L-745 OA ldr

warranty till December 2015.... et PO
CIH Max 110 Pro, MFD, cab, semi pishiﬂ 2000 hrs ...$59,000
CIH Farmall 85U, MFD, cab w/ L740 MSL loader only iﬁﬂﬂ hfS .‘........‘,COming
CIH JX80, 2WD, cab, 2 remotes, 16.9x30" tIeS ............coooevcicsinicers 322,900

CIH C30, 2WD, ROPS, 74 hp, shuttle trans, 540/1000 PT0...
CIH 885, 2WD, cab, 2 speed, 18.4x30" tires, 540/1000 PTO

Ford 4600, diesel, 2WD, 52 hp ; Coming
Ford 4000 gas, p/steering, 1 remote, SHarp..........cuwervee REDUCED $4,900
JD 1070, MFD compact w/ turf tires $8,900
JD 2355N, 2WD, ROPS w/ 521 loader $12,900

NH TNS5F 80hp, MFD, orchard w/cab, air, hyd. shuttle, 3 remotés .......... $14,900
Case 40XT skid steer 1dr w/ cab enclosure, 1835 hrs ......ccovmrscin$16,500

Komaisu PC18 MR3, mini excav. w/ROPS, canopy, 2008, only 575 hrs .. §19,500

CIH AF8230, 4WD combine w/ 620x42” duals, loaded, 1040 sep hrs........ Just In
CIH AF8120, 4WD combine w/ 620x42" duals, loaded, 1385 sep hrs....... Justin
CIH AFX8010, 4WD Combine w/620x42" duals, 2200 Sep ArS .....ccceccvcicce. POR
CIH AFX7010, 4WD, Combine w/ duals, 2008, full AFS/GPS, loaded.......$186,500
CIH 2366, 4WD, Axle Flow Combine... e $89,000
(2) CIH 2162, 35 ft Fiex Draper Head.... BAaE ... $52,500
CIH 1084, 8 row wide cornhead, recent new spmnkets & chalns ..$14,500
CIH 8312 12’ center pivot disc, mower cond|t|oner................,‘..,......,...$9;4Illl
CIH RB454 round baler.... ....519,900
Hesston 845, 45’ ruund baier ...57,400

CIH 8750 forage harvester, haynead 2 HW cornhead 3 RN curnhead .$9,900
CIH 500T, 25’ air drill w/ mounted tank, 7.5” Spacing ..........................POA
Bush Hog 2610L, 10’ flex wing rotary mower w/laminated tires,
pull type $6,900
Bush Hog 3210, 10’ offset, pull type rotary mower, HD gear boxes .$5,900
Perfect DR440, 3pth orchard mower w/2 outside swing wings........$5,800

OQUGHTY

2173 #3 Hwy. E. Jarvis

519-587-CASE (2273)
Fax: 519-587-2270

ILLIAMSON cro. www.dwgroup.ca

CASE il

© 2008 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved.

Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. AGRICULTURE

CNH Capital is a trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

< o Tuesday, August 18, 2015 — Get farm news updates at ONTARIOFARMER.COM
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Custom Premixes & Minerals

S.M.L

Bulk Rail Transfer
SHAKESPEARE MiLLS INC.
YES we make
Vitamin Mineral Premixes.
Your Formula or Ours.
Your Spec’s or Ours.

Bulk - Bag - Totes

Competitive Pricing

WHY DON'T You PUT UP THAT

TooL ORGANIZER | BOUGHT You

So THAT THIS PLACE ISN'T
SucH A MEss P

Contamination Free
Preumatic

Find i on
A Conveying System
Call Us @ 1-800-268-6325

smipx.co
Jeff Sparling— jsparii
Mark Wey—mwey@

Since 1981!

Ismipx.com
ipx.com

Your Hydro Bill This Corfii

We Offer Solutions For:

+ Peak Shaving * Natural Gas/Propane

* Co-Gen Applications Generator Systems

+ Prime Power Applications * Diesel Generator Systems
Ir'"‘l(.')onsulif::ﬁons."'-

e
ity \ 2477

= Dairy goat COP study does not
e reflect this farmer’s reality

Free

SOMMER

+ GENERATOR SYSTEMS 5 for further details 1-800-690-2396

For More Information Gontact ... husky@huskyfarm.ca

KlCommifted To Quality You Can Depend On

=
) ecess

e o

-—

-

24 foot 3 point Hitch Mounted
PLA497 Lagoon pump

New

Oil Bath Gear Box
8 or 10 Inch Discharge

Optional Pipe Cart Available

Husky Farm Equipment Ltd.
Alma, ON. (519) 846-5329 1-800-349-1122
www.huskyfarm.ca

TS1190811

GT0Z ‘ST 1sn8ny ‘Aepsany

- INOD"HIIYV0IYVLNO 1e Sdlepdn smau wiey 199

b
et

Mixers
Are Our

= ' Specialty
' - 4

BR{OODIE

AG & INDUSTRIAL INC.
Nirw DUNDEF, ONTARID
wwwbrodieagandindustrial.ca

* 2015 Faresin 2800 Ecomode Self Loader ... JUSTIN

» 2014 Faresin 17004 Ecomode Seff Loading . 4 Wheel steer e
» 2016 Supreme 400 —.........eoereoorer LUNTS COMIN. #2015 Penta G020SD.... e L UNITS COMING
* 2015 Supreme 800T .. — JUSTIN  « 2015 Penta 3020VS ... — L
s NS Spreme L. JUSTIN

* 2015 Supreme 00T - ot dual comveyor..

LPUIERT [ L) ——— L T S . CONING
.

..COMING
2015 Supreme 700T.... COMING
* 2015 Supreme 5007 QIBM"@G
#2013 Supreme 9007 ... JUSTIN L
2005 Supreme TOOT . ST 2015 Penta 502080 .. . COMING

* 2011 Penta 1120HD Truckmount.

« Supreme 605 Truckmoant. st *2008 Penta S0200....

o 2015 SECUE 1070 _auNmscowws ¢ Penta 3600 .. vith 2 SPEEDS
» 2015 SEGUE 2520.... 20NmSCOMING  + Penta 3000 COMING
* 2015 SEBUE 2310 2 UNITS COMING * 2015 Vertablend 5500........ - JUSTIN
» 2007 Kuh Euromic| . o JUSTIN #2007 laylor 3575.. - JUSTIN
» Kuhn Knight 5185............ - greatshape .......... COMING ~ * Jalor 1350....csecs - JUSTIN
« Replacement VERTICAL AUGERS........ CALLFOR PRICING = Lucknow 575 4 Auger Tailer Mier... - STIN
» Replacement KNIVES {various modeks] ..... CALL FOR PRICING © 2005 Lucknow 2160 ... .COMING

* 2013 NDE 26%6.....e...

Derek & Al
519.242.4147

P cumaw

Dear editor:

I am writing in response to a letter that was
printed August 4th, written by Kevin
D’Hondt, which was titled “Maybe goats not
such a good idea’.

In this letter D'Hondt discusses the Cost of
Production (COP) survey from Ontario Goat.
Specifically, D'Hondt describes that his per-
spective of starting a potential dairy goat
enterprise was greatly influenced by the COP
survey. D'Hondt’s letter is an excellent exam-
ple of how inaccurate information is trou-
bling to the goat industry.

I have personally milked goats for the last
15 years and therefore I consider myself a vet-
eran in the goat industry. Two years ago all
Ontario goat farmers were asked to vote
either for or against the need for Ontario
Goat. I voted against the need for Ontario
Goat, and at that time I was not sure if I made
the right decision.

Now, after viewing the COP survey I find
that [ am disappointed with how Ontario
Goat is representing our industry. I believe
that Ontario Goat should be very careful with
over-pricing our products because we are not
protected by any form of production
control.

The dairy goat COP survey can create a lot
of misunderstanding about the value of the
dairy goat industry, which in turn brings
down the value of existing dairy goat farms,
and makes our supporting financial institu-
tions very nervous. Worst of all, the Ontario
Goat COP survey could make potential dairy
goat entrepreneurs confused about whether
or not they should be a part of the goat
industry.

Existing dairy goat farmers currently pay a
hefty mandatory fee to support Ontario Goat,
and in return Ontario Goat informs potential
goat farmers about our industry. Personally,

I advise potential goat farmers to talk directly
with members of the Ontario Dairy Goat
Cooperative (ODGC) who are pleased to pro-
vide genuine information about the
industry.

Moreover, it would be especially wise for
potential goat farmers to discuss the goat
industry with longstanding members of
ODGC who have already proven that they are
successful in the dairy goat industry. The
ODGC has turned the goat industry around
and provides dairy producers and processors
with tremendous opportunity to be
successful.

With this in mind, [ would like to give my
advice to potential goat farmers, which is
backed-up by 15 years of experience, and
more importantly it’s free of charge!

I want people to know the truth about what
my goats have done for me within the last 15
years. My dairy goat farm has provided me
and my family with three meals a day, and all
the comforts of the middle-class lifestyle we
wanted even with high debt-loads. My goat
farm has provided my daughters with cars to
drive and plenty of gas to keep filling their
tanks. Our goat farm has put my four daugh-
ters through college and university, and has
provided me and my wife with our retirement
fund.

I believe it is important to note that all of this
was achieved with a liter price that was half of
what the COP survey came up with. In addition,
I accomplished all of this without an off-farm
job to support the family. Altogether, I believe
my experience and advice is more valuable to
potential goat farmers then the numbers in the
COP, which I believe to be out of line.

Lastly, I will quote D’Hondt, “time is a pre-
cious commodity” and to that I say, don’t
waste it. Start milking goats!

Antoon Romme, Norwich

Another deal with a country that does not play fair?

Dear editor:

The US demands Canada eliminate our
supply management system for dairy and
poultry producers if we want to be part of the
P.PTA.

If we do, can we depend on the US to begin
playing by the rules? Their Country of Origin
Labeling legislation protects their beef and
hog farmers from Mexican and Canadian
exports. This costs Mexican and Canadian

farmers billions of dollars every year. The US
has been dragged before the appeal court set
up to adjudicate such matter and declared
guilty five times. The US continues to enforce
its COOL legislation and thumb its nose at
trading partners.

If the US refuses to play by the existing
rules why would Canada agree to impose new
rules on Canadian farmers?

Gordon Hill, Varna
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47047 Buis Line | Aylmer, ON
N5H2R6

Come Tour the Facilities!

(4
¢ Farm Open from 10AM until 3PM
e |unch will be provided

¢ Vermeer Forage Equipment on display

Sun-North

SYSTEMS LTD.

LELY CENTER WOODSTOCK

A |
m ESTWIND

1-877-LELYCOW (545-9269)
» Local: 519-602-6737 »

——ENTERPRISES LTD—
www.lelycenterwoodstock.com Dave Waud
BERT VAN MAREN (519) 537-0340
dwaud@sunnorth.com

& the following businesses:
DAIRY LANE ®

4
Agromart
GCROUP.
CONGMTUI.ATIONS TO !'HE luli MHILV!
N m ”m'””:“ ”Nm“ BELMT

519-537-0900
westwind@execulink.com

Ventilation System Includes:

Rollover & Roll-up Curtains w/ Premium TriStar Control
Altra-Air Fans w/ Harminus ABB Drives

| sCIFORM

-t

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT

Buikding o expanding your hom or mamire dorage! Need an
upelate 16 your existing Notrien Masagemen! P of Stradegy

LET US GIVE YOU A QUOTE TODAY.

MY ITE WATER THOULIS -
5’6‘2 Farm Supply inc. —
Office: (519)-348-1121 ia
ol | Jason Sutherland Py bl Rie, 51580 College Line
Ul Info@dairylane.ca 519-666-1404 Phane: 518-844-1650 S Bm?ta:;g Faoc(519)-348-0030 Phone. 519,52 1.6868 Aylmer, Ontario N5H 2R3

Cell. 519-858-2772
Fax: 519-644-1785

¥

www.dairylane.ca Fax 519.7652411 slormi@eastlinkca

- cropauest@quadro.net il & -

1-800-361-2303 Belmont, ON NOL 1B0

Melbourne: 877.605.7488  Ayimer: 519.773.2740 oat deiiieas ) '."f.‘." .
Plant Manager & b 5
Aylmer, Simcoe, Titsonburg R | %} : / VAN GORP DRAINAGE
John Van DeHoef West Administration Office ' f ENGUNE AND EXCAVATING
‘,pi‘:'o CELL: 519.200.6592 Dufferin Concreta i RIEIESs oA A subsidiary of Van Gorp Farm Drainage Ltd.
john@miasales.com F.O. Box 1360 t AlRle John Van Gor,
Kitchener, Ontario, N2G 4H8 ‘ G e 1 ;??oglm:er:ial Rcapd
For All Your Grain Handiing, Electrical & Barn Equipment Needs fferi kbl RR.2 Springfield, ON NOL 2J0
mh:mw zue;:cn m‘::-'::! Ey'étr ugiﬁ!\n jD:Ljennings@mlc\m‘mm ® ® Telephone 519-765-4445 Cell 519-521-9445
3 Fax 866 503-2219 @, O ® . Fax 519-765-4730
www.mfasales.com www.holcim.ca

vangorpdrainage@amtelecom.net

GCG DIAMOND PATTERN
> ; RBC Royal Bank 50465 Lyans Line Springheld, ON NOL 210 GROOVED FLOORS
wwwfkcoating.ca =l ) . L] c F
Cell: 519-630-3639 | Specialized financial advice to help your 7 L Ny I i "
1-888-828-3783 agribusiness succeed. -3 ' = Concrete Grooving Specialists
RBC Rayal Bank® has a dedicated team of account managers, specializing in NEW & EXISTING DAIRY BARNS
financial senvices for agriculture. FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
To start a conversation with an agriculture specialist today, visit RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL -AGRICULTURAL - NETWORK CABLING
. . . | rbcroyalbank.comjagrieutture or call 1-800 ROYAL® 2-0. 2
'- =, Jonathan VanDyk ' GRANDVIEW
B ~—_— e ik Moo Bh ] jonathan@totalelectric.ca  519.630.7889 CONCRETE Toll Free:
519-421-2591 Advice you can bank on wwwitotalelectric.ca GROOVING 1-888-447-6684
vaen coatings fo protect your invesiments. ING: - Y.

e : = — |Roos Seven Hills RONTIERfib
3UlS BULLD©Z0MNE |customWork _—, 519 688 8188 FRONEIEE fhaen
SELF LOADING MOTOR SCRAPER ;

and BULLDOZING Stan Hemphill

stan. h@frontierfibers.com

== e Tuesday, August 18, 2015 — Get farm news updates at ONTARIOFARMER.COM

JOHN BUIS
4969 Imperial Road order: 716.278,2000 ext.4
Aylmer, ON R.R. #2 Burgessville mobile: 289.969.5168
N5H 2R2 . AcoNs : il
° 519:773-8268 — ‘:,n%?;a?guaﬂmnq“ﬂd wih g) 4 124 2703 highly absorbent | lime injected | animal bedding
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519-338-5751
6470-8th line,
Harriston, ON
used TRACTORS
Agco RT100A, 2006, 5780 hrs, 38hp, S0km/hr, CVT, Sisu, 050 Idr. Micheins, fully serviced .............. $61,900
Agrolux 70, 2004, 62hp, 5656hrs, 4WD, Raps, 0720 ldr. mech. Shuttle .. 817,500
Agrotron 90 MK3, 03, 82hp, 2990hrs, cab, 4wd, 0960 Idr, 40kmvhr, SBFMZH hmz roof, SHAHP ..... 847,500

Valtra 6850, 2005, MFD, cab, lﬂUhp 36FX36R w,'pwr shuttle, 055 Idr. 6350hrs.....

DZ Agmtrnn MEHJ, 2009, 28!]Dhrs‘ 24Fx24R wipwr. shuttie. 50kmfhr. 31 gal. hyd. Stoll FZ 50 Idr,

suspended, hi viz roof $76,900
Agrotron M640, 2012, 1050 hrs, 24Fx24R wipwr. shuttle, 50km/hr suspended, 31 gal. hyd ... $103,500
CIH 5230, 1996, 90hp, cab, 2WD, 6365 hrs, 18.4R38 on bar axle. Very Shaml.........cc.co.cvvciec.... $24,900
Consignment, Agrofarm 410, 2009, 4WD, cab, Idr. 70hp, 4 spd PTO, 40Fx40R w/pwr shuttle.. $53,500
Demo Agrotron TTV610, 2014, 135hrs, 170hrs, 50kmv/hr, Vario, suspended, air & hyd. trailer brakes,
I-Monitor, 31 gal/min hyd. 540/65R28: 580/70R38, 730KG frt. WHS. .ovvccrecvermnrserssrsennnne $132,900
Demo Agrotron TTV7210, 2014, 180hp, 270hrs, 50kmv/hr, Vario, suspended, hyd. trailer brake, 31 gal
hyd. Built-in WAAS auto-steer, (Topcon) IS0 I-Monitor, 540R34 fronts: 650R42 rears, w/650R42 axle
duals, frt. weights, Reduced $207,900
DZ Agroplus 87, 4WD, Rops, 610 hrs, 75hp, p/shuttle, 30RX30R trans, 3 remotes, Stoll ldr ....... $42,500
DZ 135 MK3 125hp, 50km/hr, suspended, 40Fx40R w/creeper & pwr. shuttle, 6030hrs,

4 remotes, frt. hitch & PTO et ....... Reduced $56,700
DZ Agrotron TTV430, 490 hrs, 120 hp, 31 gal/min. hyd, 50km/hr. Vario trans .......... Reduced $107,500

Farmall 95C, 2010, 6310 hrs, 16Fx16R w/pwr shuttle, 540 PTO, 2 remotes ............ Reduced $27,500
MF 4255, 1999, 80 hp, 6390hrs, 4wd, cab, Idr, 2 remotes, 54011000 PTO. ..ccccvvvevccennrnne.. 523,900
MF 5445, 2008, 70hp, 2625hrs, 4wd, cab, Q940 Idr, Dyna 4 w/pwr. shuttle,

new Firestone Radials, twin hyd. pump. $66,900
NH 7635, 2WD, cab, 540/1000, 3 remotes, 2400 hrs, 16.9R38 on new rear rims..........REDUCED $21,900

Valtra T191, 2009, 6400 hrs, 190 hp, 50km/hr, fri. axle & cab susp. reverse station.....
White 6105, 4Wd, cab, 7600hrs, 36Rx36R, 3 remotes, S40/1000 PTO......oovvvsvevverisns

used TILLAGE & PLANTING
Amazone Catros 6001, 2008, 6m width, 3 pt. hiich rubber rollers
Amazone 5501T Cadros, 2010, 5.5m working width, trailed, rubDEr PACKET ... vcmcvinsd
IH 510 Drill, 18 run 7" spacing, grain, dry fertilizer, and grass seed, hyd. lift. track erasers .

JD 1000 Cult, 27', hyd. fold and lift, “C"shank, walking tandems on Dase ..............cuwcvvevnee $3,600
KVLD BB115-8, 5 furrow plow, hyd. vari-width, wear parts in good condition, field ready ......... $15,900
KVLD CLC 350, chisel plow, 3 pt. hitch, 12 shank, 10" knock on sweeps, levelling

hammow &olling cage. New!. $13,500
KV PG115-8, 2010, 6 furrow, roll-over, hyd. vari-width, coulters, Serial #784.............. REDUCED $44,500
KV PG115, 2009, 6F roll-over, hyd. vari-wdth, coulters heavy springs, Ser. #738 ......... REDUCED $41,900

KVLD 74000, 4m Trailed Qualidisc, 2 pt hook up, Acti-Pack Roller, 200L Air Seeder. Demao/Rental Machine..... $54,250

MF 820 Disc, 22' Finishing disc, 9.5" blade spacing, scrapers, some new bearings ................$4,900
Tye No-Till Drill, 15" on coulter cart, fill auger and markers $15,900
White 549 Plow, 4 furrow by 18", coulters, spring reset, coverboards. Field ready. ............vveo-... $3,395

used HAY EQUIPMENT
NH 648 Round Baler, 4x5, Silage Special, bale kicker, 68 pickup, 1 new belt. Clean & field ready $9,950

NH 1411,2001, 10'4" cutting width, rubber roll cond, IEft 10nGUE ..........cccovrovcicirorcmninncrer. 571,995
Bauman 5910, 9' trailed, PTO driven fluffer, excellent shape §3,995
CIH RBX462, round baler, 4x6, 2005, twine & net, 9300 bales, acid system..............cccceeece.. §11,900

Gehl 2580 Round baler, 8055 bales, twine, wice pickup, monitor W/driving armoWs.........msene $9,900

JD 435, round baler, twine tie, narrow pickup $4,900
JD 956 Moco, 2012, 14.5' cutting width, centre pivo, 2 pt. hookup, impeller. Nice..................... $28,900
JD5828S round baler, Silage Special, net wrap, 14 knife roto-cut, 72" pICk Up. ... $22,900
Kuhn FC 313 mower cond, 3pt. hitch, hyd. susp, 10" cut width, ting €ond.........ccceremversesseer $10,900
KV TA4040, 13 ft disc mower tine conditioner........... $27,900
KV TA4062C, 20 ft. mower with merger $12,900
KVLD TA3532F, 10.5 front mower w/stael tine conditioner, inc. “A” Frame.... e 510,900
MF 116 Forage Wagon, (Badger) 16" box, roof, 3 beaters, left side discharge, dnul]le reanh gear.............. $2,495
Vicon 633 Rake, twin rotor, centre delivery only, 20.5' working width. 11 arms/rotor ........... ,.,.,.$10,9|)|]
MISCELLANEQUS
3PT Counter Weight, 800Ibs special design allows for PTO & drawbar ... ... $1,200
Bale Rack 8.5x30", expanded mesh floor on 18 fon tdm Horst gear, lights, brakes, winches, rear hitch, efc....... $11,500

Consignment 8' Buhler Grader Blade, 3 pt hitch, hyd. angle and filt. Lightly used ................... $2,500
Consignment Smyth 90-PT, 90° pull type snowblower, with 20" side extension, cable rotator wicyl. fixed hood. ... $3,495
Demo NC 13M, 12 ton vert. btr man sprd, sgle axle, slurry gat, hyd brakes, LED lights...............$43,000
HLA attach, great variety of forks, spears, buckets, atc “BRAND NEW™ ........ Call For Price On Specific Model
HLA 4200, snow blade, 9x15', individual endwings, Euro G-Tach, “NEW".......
KVLD TL3450 Geospread, 3 pt. fertilizer spreader, 3450L capacity, IS0 operated, scale, tarp,
section control option. Demo $19,900
KVLD Xtrac €50, 5000L, 90, 14.9R46, susp. axle, brakes SUOLPM pump,|SO ready, New!.........
Lucknow $100 snowblower, single auger, 100", 540 RPM, fixed deflector, cable rotator....
MK 5000 gravity Box, 610 bu, 20T gear, hyd. brakes, tarp, lights, loaded, NEWL............
MK 6500 gravity Box, 745 bu, 24T gear w/new tires & hyd. Brakes, tarp, lights etc. NEWL.........
Viking 3812 snowblace, 12x38", high plastic MB, new cut. edge, curb edges, skidshoes..............

DEUTZ J‘\ FAHR _{'}1 Kverneland

www.mintoag.com

| THOUGHT HE
CAME TO
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So |

THATS RIGHT
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COUNT THE

It all goes back to public sector wages

Dear editor:

[ don’t think the supply-man-
aged sectors should gloat about
not needing subsidies like
other agricultural sectors. The
government put subsidies in
place for the same reason that
the government instituted sup-
ply management. The govern-
ment put these programs in
place because some 50 some
years ago the public and civil
servants were getting 20 to 30
percent pay increases.

These pay increases raised
the cost of production and
each farmer had to do more to
compensate for the cost
increases. This led to a severe
drop in commodity prices.
Low prices force more farm-
ers to drop out of production.
Supply management and sub-
sidies were put in place to try
and keep as many farmers in
the industry as possible.

The public and civil ser-
vants and politicians are

still taking unchecked pay
increases. Supply manage-
ment’s cost of production
price increases and the sub-
sidies for the other agricul-
ture sectors somewhat help
farmers catch up to the cost
increases.

The public and civil servants
unchecked pay raises are
responsible for the constant
shrinking number of farmers
left in each sector.

Larry Biesinger, Listowel

A rebuttal on bee comments

Dear editor:

This letter is in response to
the letter submitted by Tibor
Szabo on August 4, “Let’s
move on and get along”.

Grain Farmers of Ontario
has never threatened to use
pesticides more harmful to
bees. Left without the option
of using neonicotinoid-treated
seed due to the recent regula-
tions surrounding the use of
the product, many farmers will
be forced to use far more det-
rimental products like foliar
sprays that are arguably more
harmful to the environment
and farmers.

Grain Farmers of Ontario is
simply looking out for the
well-being of its farmer mem-
bers. Advising members to
seek legal advice when bees
are housed on their property
ensures their own protection:
many grain farmers and bee-
keepers have expressed con-
cern over the return to foliar
sprays, and it is important the
beekeeper assumes responsi-
bility for the hive.

Mr. Szabo also refers to the
Canadian Association of Pro-

fessional Apiculturists
report, where Canadian hon-
eybee losses for the winter of
2014/2015 were reported.
What Mr. Szabo neglects to
mention is that this number is
significantly lower than the
58 per cent Ontario losses
reported in the winter of
2013/2014; this year’s num-
bers are one-fifth lower. This
is largely due to the immense
efforts farmers put in to min-
imize pollinator exposure to
dust when planting corn and
soybeans by using the Flu-
ency Agent as well as dust
deflectors.

There have been recent
claims that European canola
planted without neonicoti-
noids have higher yields than
previous years when crops
were planted with neonicoti-
noids. However, canola har-
vest in the European Union
has just begun, and it’s too
early to be making these pre-
dictions. In addition, produc-
tion totals do not include
fields completely destroyed
due to high insect pressures.
Extremely favourable

weather conditions that have
not been experienced in the
EU in recent years can largely
be attributed to whatever
increases being reported.
COLOSS, a global honey
bee research organization
located in Switzerland just
released a study that looks
at the over wintering bee
deaths in the EU from last
year and two years ago. The
study found that the overall
proportion of colonies lost
was estimated as 17.4 per
cent, twice that of the previ-
ous winter. This also corre-
lates with the 2013 ban of
neonicotinoids imposed on
European farmers; now,
two years later, bee mortal-
ity has not decreased.
Grain Farmers of Ontario
recognizes the importance
of working together with
other farmers, but it is
important to do so in a way
that is not harmful or detri-
mental to the well-being of
its own farmers.
Mark Huston
Vice Chair, Grain Farmers
of Ontario
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dVE ITIOIE on big-time power and ability.
Get incredible savings on the toughest John Deere machines around and
stay more productive in the fleld. =

0% APR for 60 months -o:- HUGE Retail Bonuses'

5E Series 3-Cylinder
Utility Tractors (45-75 hp*)

+2.9-L, 3-cylinder PowerTech™
engine with turbocharger

*9F/3R transmission with in-line
shifting

+ 2WD or 4WD models available

$5,000

retail bonus'

v
{

5E Series Utility
Tractors (85-100 hp*)

» John Deere PowerTech™ diesel
engine with IT4 emissions
compliance

- Cab or open-station
configuration available

«Standard 12F/12R PowrReverser™
Transmission and MFWD

$2,500

retail bonus'

9
B

6D Series Utility Tractors
*Reliable 4.5L John Deere
PowerTech™ engine

«NEW 12F/12R or 24F/12R
PowrReverser™ transmissions

«Cab or open-station configuration
available

= 2WD or 4WD models available

$3,750

retail bonus'

6M/6R Series Utility 1
Tractors (105-130 hp?)

+ Cab or open-station configuration
available

+Standard 21-GPM pressure-
compensated hydraulics; 30-CGPM
pressure-flow compensated
system available

+ Choose from a range of available
transmissions

$7,500

retail bonus!

Huron Tractor

HuronTractor.com

Fulline Farm & Garden

FullineFarm.com

Premier Equipment

PremierEquipment.ca

Hutchinson Farm Supply

HutchinsonFarmSupply.com

McGrail Farm Equipment

McGrails.com

Green Tractors

GreenTractors.ca

Podolinsky Equipment

Podolinsky.com

Green Tech

GreenTech.ca

1Offer valid from August 5, 2015 until October 30, 2015. Get $5,000; $2.500; $3,750; 57,500 off the agreed upon purchase price of a new John Deere SE {3 Cylinder Open Operator Station models anly) Series Utility Tractor; John Deere SE (4 Cylinder) Utility Tractor; John Deere 60 Series Utility
Tractar: John Deere 6M Series Tractor [with 105-130 hp) OR 0% purchase financing for 5 years, Offer limited to commercial use only. Down payment may be required. Representative Amount Financed: $40,000; $50,000; $50.000; $100,000, at 0% APR, semi-annual payment is $4,000; $5,000;
$5,000; $10,000 for 5 years, total obligation is $40,000; $50,000; $50,000; $100,000, cost of borrowing is $0. Semi-annual payments/cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed/down payment. MSRP cash price based on highest priced product in series: $46,241; $67,099;
$98,793: $119.932 (with selection of cash rebate offer, $41,241; $64,509; $95,043; $112,432) includes $50 documentation fee]. Cost of borrowing based on Representative Amount Financed not MSRP cash price, Taxes, set-up, delivery, freight, preparation chargesand a $50 documentation fee
will apply. Minimum finance amount may be required; representative amount does not guarantee of fer applies. The charge for amaunts past due is 24% per annum Dealers are free to set individual prices. Additional dealer fees may apply. Financing on approved John Deere Financial credit only.
See dealer for details. Limited time offer, which may not be combined with other offers. Discounts or other incentives may be available for cash purchases. By selecting the purchase financing offer. consumers may be forgoing such discounts and incentives which may resultina higher effective
interest rate. *Manufacturer's estimate of pawer (150} per 97/68/EC

LOUOULLILISA Y
Egquipment Ltd.

FARM SUPPLY

|_,"-:_| HuroN TRACTOR HUTCHINSON ‘

e —
| GREENTECHAM

FARM & GARDEN BQUIPMENT

Premier ECrezm

Equipment Ltd

JOHN DEERE

=g Tuesday, August 18, 2015 — Get farm news updates at ONTARIOFARMER.COM
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Prison farm

Three Kingston candi-
dates all pledge to do
something about reviv-
ing the local prison farm

BY SUZANNE ATKINSON
The writer farms near Warkworth
zan@xplornet.com

l< ingston - It may be old
ews in the rest of the |

country, but in Kingston with
an election underway, there is
support by all three main-
stream candidates for the res-
urrection in some form of this
city’s prison farm.

CPC candidate Andy
Brooke, a former RCMP offi-

cer who investigated crimes

within penitentiary walls, is so
convinced that a farm program
1s beneficial, that he purchased
a $300 Prison Farm co-op
share, and says he would lobby
within caucus for the revised
farm program.

Liberal candidate Mark Ger-
retsen, a former city mayor,
says his party has committed to
the prison farm and the policy
put forward by former MP Ted
Hsu which would see a 50-cow
herd re-established at the farm,
now known as Collins Bay
minimum, and producing arti-
san cheese.

And the NDP’s Daniel Beals
says the farm should be resur-
rected, beginning with the
chickens because they’re “eas-
ier than the cows, but the cows
could come back in the
long-term.”

Beals and Gerretsen joined
60 prison farm supporters last
Monday as the commurtity
here marked the fifth anni-
versary of the day more than
100 cows were trucked off to
a sale barn.

Much has changed here in
the intervening years with a
new prison building gracing
what was once a hay field, a
new community plan propos-
ing a housing complex for
farmland which is rented to
nearby farmers, and the
inmates themselves learning
skills - in a dry cleaning plant.

Every Monday night; and
they haven’t missed one in five
years, a core group of five vol-
unteers shows up to spend the
7 to 8 p.m. hour protesting the
closure; no matter the weather.
They bring signs and cowbells,
wear cow spotted overalls and
wave as motorists pass by:
horns honking generously,

Urban vegetable farmers Tim and Tracy Lyon protested at the prison farm rallies in 2010 and returned with their
two children last week for the fifth anniversary vigil.

always, they say, in support.

That 14-year-old girl, who
eventually went to jail with
other protesters, then
became a celebrity for her
stand, proudly told Ontario
Farmer that “it’s something
I believe in.”

“I vote every chance I get,”
the now university student, who
can’t be named, explained.

“I would do it again in a
heartbeat.””

Beals too was around then,
going to Parliament with the
core prison farm committee
made up mostly of National
Farmers Union members, and
being frustrated at the closure.

“What I would hope for is a
full consultation with the com-
munity,” Beals says as he visits
with protesters.

Brooke says he told the
Prison Farm co-operative “that
they needed a new business
model.

“Clearly the model that was
in place wasn’t working,” he
told Ontario Farmer, acknowl-
edging that “this issue has a
particular resonance.”

“Tt cuts across all party
lines.”

He admits that during his
investigative work he never had
occasion to “come in contact
with the prison farm.”

Brooke wasn’t in atten-
dance at the rally, but he did
tell Ontario Farmer in a tele-
phone interview that he
would “be quite prepared to
advocate,” for the new prison
farm business model, devel-
oped by the Co-Op.

Co-op member Dianne

60 prison farm supporters rallied last Monday as the community marked the fifth

anniversary of the day more than 100 cows were trucked off to a sale barn.

Dowling says the co-op has not
developed any plan beyond its
continued housing of the
descendants of 31 cows pur-
chased at a local sale after the
closing, with the plan to sell
them back to CSC when what-
ever party is in charge, re-es-
tablishes the prison farm
program.

A letter to the Pen Farm
co-op by public safety and
national security critic Wayne
Easter, commits to building a
“new facility...to produce arti-
san cheese.

“Based on the initial finan-
cial assessment it is our intent
as a future Liberal Government

to support the re-opening of
this facility.”

Dowling allows that the
prison farm closure might
not resonate on the national
scene.

But here where farmland
is at a premium, it joins the
litany of misdeeds perpe-
trated by the Conservatives
on this once-Conservative
strong community.

Hsu too is on hand, having
decided that one HoC term
was enough for him, but
going out having costed out
the Prison Farm artisanal
cheese program, demonstrat-
ing why he once got the nod

from his elected colleagues as
the “MP who best represents
his constituents.”

Brooke admits the race for
the Kingston and the Islands
seat will be tight.

“I am entirely focused on
local.” he says. “1 won't hesitate
to advocate for any issue that is
locally important.” He
acknowledges that all the can-
didates are singing from the
same choir book when it comes
to the prison farm.

The question he says is one
of representation.

“Who will be best situated to
plead their case in a caucus
setting?”’

NUHN15000022665

Exhibit 2070
Bazooka v. Nuhn - IPR2024-00004
Page 14 of 80



Wayne Lawrence, chair of the three-day Canadian National Junior Limousin Show

SRk T

Showing industry optimism
along with the cattle

Youth travelled to
Stratford recently to take
part in the Canadian
National Junior
Limousin Show

BY BOB REID
The writer lives near Bright
farmhouse@cwisp.ca

Hopc. springs eternal
among youth but even
more so among young beef
farmers in the current mar-
ket upswing.

Fifty plus of those youth
travelled to Stratford
recently to take part in the
Canadian National Junior
Limousin Show.

While older, long estab-
lished beef farmers are see-
ing record high prices for
beef as an opportune time to
exit the industry, youngsters
with an interest in cattle are
feeling encouraged to con-
tinue that interest, said
Wayne Lawrence, chair of

the three-day event.

Whatever the future holds
for youth participants — aged
four to 21 — Lawrence believes
they will be developing life
skills simply by participating.
Besides preparing and show-
ing various classes of cattle,
there were opportunities to
participate in public speaking,
team judging, marketing, pho-
tography and art.

“For some of the shy kids it
often brings them out of their
shell by the time it is (show) all
over,” said Lawrence.

The National Limousin
Show alternates between
four provinces — Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba
and Ontario — where most
of the cattle are located.
However participants this
year are attending from
British Columbia and Nova
Scotia as well.

It is the first time the show
has been held in Stratford. The
previous time in Ontario the
show was hosted in Oran-

geville with it scheduled for

Alberta in 2016.
While aggressive adver-
tising by Black Angus cattle

associations have increased
retail sales of beef for that
breed, Limousin cattle con-
tinue to enjoy success in
selling breeding bulls for
crosshreeding purposes,
said Lawrence.

The double-muscled
breed provides carcasses
that are sought by packing
plants for their high dress-
ing percentage.

To differentiate the breed the
identification ear tags required
by the Canadian Inspection
Food Agency (CFIA) are now
pink on the back.

Lawrence had purchased
Limousin bulls to use on his
herd of commercial cattle for
30 years before establishing a
purebred herd of Limousin
six years ago. He now keeps
30 brood cows on his farm
near Durham.

A daughter and a son and
daughter-in-law all participate
in raising Limousin cattle, rep-
resenting the next generation
of beef farmers.

The Canadian Limousin
Association annual meeting is
held in conjunction with the
Junior Show each year.

CAS$H » CAS$H » CASH
FIELDS FOR FISH WORM PICKING
DAIRY FARMERS AND

HOG FARMERS
WE NEED YOUR HAYFIELDS, PASTURES

.« ALFALFA HAYFIELDS
We pay top money per acre

o HAYFIELDS WITH MIXED GRASSES
Earn top dollar

F{ * OUR STAFF IS VERY PROFESSIONAL AND WELL SUPERVISED
« IN BUSINESS FOR OVER 50 YEARS, FULLY INSURED
&1 * MANY SATISFIED FARMERS — REFERENCES ON REQUEST

FOR THE BEST PAID FIELDS IN SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO, CALL JOE AT:

NATIONAL BAIT INC. | (gp5) 278-0180

45 L
945 LAKESHORE ROAD EAST Fax: (905) 278-0209

MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO L5E 1E4

Committed To Quality You Can Depend On
For More Information Contact ... husky@huskyfarm.ca

1/4 Inch Steel
Inside Coating
Even Spread Pattern

Full Light Kit Standard
30.5 Alliance Radials Available

Husky Farm Equipment Ltd.
Alma, ON. (519) 846-5329 1-800-349-1122
www.huskyfarm.ca

e FW

Som;%«a? :jm:ﬂl_ﬂ"m!a.._..mu“]“lllllll\‘
A CE s Cani

Delivery Available
Stratford 1-800-265-8579
Woodstock 1-800-265-1901
Brantford  1-800-265-0780
STEEL SALES Guelph 1-888-654-6444

Orangeville 1-800-608-1438

huntersteel.ca

N E E SOLAR TRACKER

) MAINTENANCE

¢ Full Solar Tracker
Maintenance

e We Stock DEGER
Parts

¢ On Farm
” Service 24/7

Annual maintenance program available with reduced
labour rates. Established Electrical Contractor

BNEWTON

ELECTRIC LTD.

LINDSAY, ON /25525356,

NUHN15000022666
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Manufacturer of':

Complete stabling for dairy, beef, hogs,

horses, goats and sheep.
THE MSD PRO FREE STALL

* Most Valuable Free Stall which
is adjustable in width and
height.

* Lower mounting pipe to avoid
the cows of walking through
the Free Stalls.

* Only 1 post needed per 2 stalls.

*» Stronger construction with
every stall mounted to the floor = Y
for a longer lasting durability. _ﬂdtw

yMSD

MICHAEL'S STABLING DEVELOPMENTS

Call for your local dealer today
Hwy. 6 Williamsford, ON
Phone/Fax:
1-519-794-3933

Website: www.sgate.ca

—

TS 1207785

Email: mpyfferoen@sympatico.ca

For More Information Contact ... husky@huskyfarm.ca

KlCommitfed To Quality You Can Depend On

O ears”

1/4 Inch Steel
Inside Coating
Injectors Optional
Full Light Kit Standard
30.5 Alliance Radials Available

Husky Farm Equipment Ltd.
Alma, ON. (519) 846-5329 1-800-349-1122
o= wwhuskyfam ca

151190809
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Case-1H Steiger 350, 2013, RC, Case-IH 8230, ‘14, lux cab,
pto $229,900 magna cut $359,000

USED TRACTORS

CIH Magnum 315 12, RC duals $213,300 Kubota B1750HST, 1989, 60" mower,
JD 6605 '98, 2wd, Cab ... ... $22,900 CIH Magnum 315 "11, 620 duals..

CIH Farmall 95 straddle wf’\dr.‘ ....$38,800 CIH Magnum 260 '12, 750hrs................. $179,000
Kubota MB030DT, rops, no load $14,900 CIH Puma 170CVT, 13 ldr rdy.... . §134,900

COMBINES
0% FINANCING AVAILABLE 0AC, CALL FOR DETAILS

Gleaner Super 77 '11, 4wd, 965 hrs... $229,500  CIH 8010, 06, 4wd, singles ..

CIH 9120, 2009, duals, dwd ... ..$239,000 CIH 7230 '13 4wd, duals

CIH 7088, '09, 4wd, duals .5194.900 CIH 8230 '12, 4wd, duals.....

JD 97508TS, 03 2WD, duals, clean $94,500 CIH 8010 '06, dwd, dis low hrs..

JD 9660STS, 04, 4wd, dis, recond....... $139,500  CIH 7010 °08, dwd, 2040 eng hrs.......

CIH 2162, 35 ft flex draper, ‘08 $56,900 CIH 2020-30ft "10 Crary air reel ...
Geringhoff RD1230 '09, chopping $69,900 JD 630F '08 hydraflex ...

CIH 2162 40ft flex draper, dbl drive .......$74,900 JD 635F '05 hydraflex
CIH 2062-36ft 06 fiex draper .. saasuu JD 1293 12R 30" corn head ...

USED MISGELLANEOI.IS

Salford 870 disc, 30ft HD, '03 $24,500 Hardi ESC500, 45ft hyd fold....

Salford 9809 disc ripper, 9 shk .......$19,550  White 272 disc, Snftsﬁ,
GIH 870 *12, 14ft disc ripper.............$56,900  Grt Plains 1510 no till drill wicaddy.....$32,900
Hardi HCG50 sprayer 60" hyd fold... 312 500 JD 1209 9ft, moco, '81... 52,900
JD 637 disc, 2000, 26ft 7 ... CIH 600 forage blower []3

VANDENBRINK

Farm Equipment Inc.

519-775-2601 Fax: 519-775-2460
7565 QUAKER RD., SPARTA, ON
E-mail: sales@vfeinc.com Website: www.vfeinc.com
Open Mon to Fri 8am - 5pm; Sat 8am to 12 Noon

CASE I
' AGRICULTURE]

; 32! B,IIII

%2008 CNH America LLC. Al rights reserved.

Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC,
CNH Capital is a trademark of CNH America LLC.
www.caselh.com

TALES OF COLOUR AND VARIETY FROM THE FARM NEIGHBOURHOOD OF ONTARIO
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Fast Eddy and his rlg arrive

WINPT |

BY TOM VAN DUSEN
The writer lives in Russel County
tomvandusen99@yahoo.com

Russell - For Fast Eddy Dos-
taler, his first look at
Ontario was an eye-opener...he
couldn’t believe it wasn’t wall-
to-wall urban sprawl.

Trotting along at 5-7 km an
hour pushing a jogging stroller,
about 6,000 km into his ‘There
and Back Journey’ for charity,
has given Ed a close-to-the-
ground view of the landscape.

Coming from Kamloops, BC,
west of the country’s famed
breadbasket, he was surprised at
the fields of Ontario corn and
beans as far as the eye could see.
It was the first time he’d ven-
tured beyond Saskatchewan.

‘Back home, we're taught that
Ontario would starve without
the west,” Ed says during a four-
day pit stop in Russell where he
has relatives. “That doesn’t seem
to be true.”

It was in Kamloops in March
that Fast Eddy, 26, launched his
ambitious journey, alone and on
foot, to raise funds for the Alzheim-
er’s Society and the Canadian
Breast Cancer Foundation.

. ¢ Aformer sprinter turned ultra-

marathon runner, Eddy has
adopted the two causes in ques-
tion to satisfy commitments he
made to a dying professor and to
his grandmother who he watched
suffer through Alzheimer’s.

The stroller Eddy pushes holds
the essentials: Tent, sleeping bag,
stove, utensils, tools, clothes
including extra shoes, food and
laptop, for a total of 110 pounds.
Unfortunately, he says, because
he’s pushing the stroller, he must
give up the arm-pumping action
that normally accentuates run-
ning; he could move along three
times as fast without it.

He prefers running at night
when its cooler and traffic is
reduced. His official vehicle, the

jogging stroller, is emblazoned

with “Fast Eddy” across the
front. He refers to the vehicle asa
“she” and occasionally gives her
a friendly pat of encouragement.

He claims he’s not attempting
to cross the country to the east-
ern tip of Newfoundland and
return to BC through a frigid
Canadian winter to prove some-
thing to himself. Other than
pride and stubbornness, it’s all
about the causes.

Charity runner Eddy Dostaler: “Back home, we're taught
that Ontario would starve without the west,” he says
during a four-day pit stop in Russell where he has
relatives. “That doesn’t seem to be true.” He'is doing a-
cross-Canada charity run for the Alzheimer’s Society and
the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation

By cross-Canada charity tour
standards, Ed’s goal is:modest.

He hopes to raise a'total of *

$800,000°to be distribiited
regionally to his dual causes;
about $5,000 has been col-
lected. Donations can be made
at www.fasteddycanada.com.

Blaming in part disinterest on
the part of the news media, he’s
disappointed at the amount
raised so far. Understandably,
he allows, the media has become
Jaded after about 50 cross-Can-
ada runs completed since Terry
Fox’s famous feat in 1980.

He hopes his attempt will
have become better known on
the return trip and, as a result,
he’ll be able to realize his finan-
cial goal. It’ll mark the first
time, Ed claims, that a nation-
wide trek such as his will include
a continuous return trip.

Fox has been an inspiration
for Ed. He refers regularly to a
copy of “Terry Fox: His Story”
which he appreciates particu-
larly for the parts about soldier-
ing on under adversity.

The Man in Motion, Rick
Hansen, has also provided kind
words, including cautioning
Eddy not to let anyone else set
his schedule: “He told me that
I'm the only one who knows
what I'm going through.”

As the man behind the stroller
says, he isn’t crossing this vast
land from one end to another
Justonce; he’s going as far as he
can go east and all the way back
west again. That’s 21,585 km
there and back. Estimating it’ll
take him another nine months to
get back home, he’s convinced

he can do it.

“It’s just aquestion of time,”
he says. *“You put one foot in
front of the other until you get it
done... even if it takes a little
longer than expected:See you
back in Russell in December.”

Ed is‘a cousin of Russell resi-
dent Des Korotash who, with
wife Chris, picked him up out-
side Carleton Place so he could
enjoy some downtime and take
in some National Capital attrac-
tions. The Korotashs returned
him to his spot on the road
Aug.12; he jogged through
Ottawa, exiting at the east end,
heading down the highway
towards Hawkesbury and across
the bridge to Grenville, Que.

So far, Eddy has burned
through five pairs of shoes. Fortu-
nately, one of his sponsors is Hoka
One One running shoes which has
provided 29 pairs based on a for-
mula of about 500-700 km a pair;
however, Ed has been getting
about 1,000 km a pair.

He expects the entire adven-
ture will cost about $30,000,
including standard food items
such as sandwiches and jerky.
While the camps out part of the
time, he also stays in motels
along the route.

For the most part, Ed’s fellow
Canadians have treated him well,
Yes, there have been some nega-
tive experiences, including one
time when a bottle was thrown at
his stroller. Another time, a car
clipped the stroller and kept on
rolling, even though the passenger
side mirror was broken.

The female driver was busy
applying makeup, Ed recalls.
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Get a look at the new Gleaner
while they're still standing still.

GLEANER /S88B SFS S8B
OPTIMUM HARVESTING PERFORMANCE

No other combine design puts more of its rated horsepower to the processor than a Gleaner. And no other combine has the
same systems for delivering remarkable grain quality and low losses. The new S8 Super Series delivers unmatched harvesting
performance.

leanercombines.com

(8}
o

4

MT 545B

CHALLENGER ‘
MF 8660

MFD., 1200hrs, 250 HP, great
condition, 40 k, cab susp,
like new rubber

HESSTON
| 4910
CHALLENGER

MF 7475
KUHN
FC353 GC
MF 7475
MASSEY
* FERGUSON 5460

MFD, 1l}m}n“

CIH MX270
FERGUSON
GC2400

FENDT 718

| CHALLENGER
MT5258
MASSEY

=
S

MED, B00fr,Dise,
3 excellent condition : i 4 N, DGt 9
T- THAMESVILLE o 1-INWOOD o W-WYOMING «E-ESSEX oL - LONDON
519-692-3853 519-844-2871 519-845-3346 519-723-2858 519-652-1552
4 n m TAG : http://facebook.com/advantagefarmequipment [}
WHERE SERVICE COUN https://twitter.com/AdvantageFarm
FARM EGUIPMENT LTD www.advantage-equip.com

Z=&5 e Tuesday, August 18, 2015 — Get farm news updates at ONTARIOFARMER.COM
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Markus Redmond (226) 919-8692
Rob Warwick (519)-450-9364

09% for 4

financing years

CAN-EAST

EQUIPMIENT LIMITED

Quality used pull- type sprayers, several to choose from!
See complete inventory at Www,can-eastequipment.com

HA CM4400—2006 Hardi CM
4400, 90° Boom, 1200gal Tank, 463
Pump, 540 PTO, Stearable Axel, HC

HA CM1200— 2002 HARDI CM
1200, CHEM EDUCT, 90' BOOM,
320/90R46, 463 PUMP, HAND RINSE

DE 1100—DEMCO CONQUEST
1100, 100' BOOM, TRIPLET NOZZLE
BODY, RINSE TANK, RAVEN RATE

5500 Controller Force Boom, CONTROL, 320 ROW CROP TIRES MUSTANG 3500 RATE CN
320/90R46 Tires
$29,000 CAD $17,325 CAD $23,000 CAD

HA NAV3000—2014 HA NAV
3000, 800 GAL POLY TANK, 2" RELOAD
CHEM INDUCTOR, 90° BOOM, 20" SPAC-
ING, TRIPLET NOZZLE BODY, HT5500
RAT CONTROL, 320/90R46 TIRES

MS 3850— MSR3850, 12.4R38
Tires, 60° Hyd Fold Boom, 3 Section
4 Way Nozzle Boddies, 540 PTO,
Eductor Fresh Water, Foam, MT3405
Rate Cntr AT WINCHESTER 06/23

$10,300 CAD

SK TR — 1000 GAL. POLY TANK, 100/
BOOM, 5 SECTION BOOM, MT3504F
RATE CONTROLLER, 12.4R38 ROW
CROP TIRES, FRESH WATER TANK,
CHEM INDUCTOR, CENTRIFUGAL HYD

PUMP  $8 000 CAD

www.can-eastequipment.com

$45,000 CAD

i = e s
Nh BC&UTO haler hyd. tension, hyd Salfum I5100 independent Series, 12'

A FTSAD tHOAaw B, R kup, hyd to th or without throw demo, 24" blades on 5" spamng hyd rear
picku ngue, with or wi er,
kernal processor, 29P head ..........§21,000 beand row sinck. Tt e

USED TRACTORS

NH T6.175 350 hrs., Rent Return,Warranty.............. $89,900 Landoll 7410-14VT demo 14’ vertical tillage ... ...$29,900
NH T6.330, 1450 hrs., 480/80R50 duals . $152,500  -andoll 5211-15 NT Drill dry fert., marker . Demo
NH T8.300, 250hp, Lease Return 500 h $169,900 Lenbalf REA0:42 dlee. e R0
.300, , Le: [EJo— l

Py Lt o Landoll 6230-21 diSc................ oo New
NH T7.250, MFD, duals, 200 hp..............Demo...$135,000 |00 o o6 gise e
NH T7.210, 165 hp, cab susp.......................New §124,000 Landoll 2211-09 DCD ........... . New
NH T7060, 180 PTO hp, 1300 hrs....cccovvveveernee....$119,900  Landoll 2410-724 Weather proofer ... New

-GreatPiains12058F-600SOL D o———
Salford 9205 in line ripper, 3pN oo ;
Salford 450-25 S-tire cult., 4" spacing, COMbi................
Horst 205 wagon,30” flat rack, as new ............... ... $5,760
Great Plains 1510HD no-till drill, grass, monitor, CPH . Coming

NH T5.105 cab, loader, demo .......c.ccccovvvvvcivenveniinniennn. Gall
NH Workmaster 65, MFD, 30 hrs, Rops .................... $24,500
JD 3320 4x4, cab, 108N .....c.overcremrrrrecerensseciee.. $29,900

ASV PT70 3500 hrs, cab, heat/air ........ ..$33,500  JD 726-35 Mulch FINISNEr......ccooooooevcecieeecnerrennnennn. $24,900
Bobeat T190, 1800 hrs., cab/air .. ...$39,500  Stan Hay 3 row vacuum planter, corn, beets, pumpkins, etc..... $6,500
Terex TL120 loader, hydro, 2yd ........... .. New  NHFP240 298 head, metal alert, processor.............. $21,000
NH BO5C [0ader Backhog ... NEW CIH 110-35 Crumbler also avail ......ccecevverneiecnnncne. $12, 750
Terex TCA8 excavator 275 his., ¢ab, thum.............$59,000  Case 870 ecolo-tiger, 7 Shank... - Gall

NH L220 Skid Steer 2013, 0 BOPS .....loccvennvcrennn. $24,500 5

) ‘ NH 1432 dischine 13" cut, flail coo....coovvvisevreesrenrrernee . $12,750
NH L218 Skid steer, new, cab, heat..........cccocooremeiemrncenen. Gall NH 688 baler. 5'%6', net, wide p/u . ...$8.905
NH L220 skid steer, new, hand/0ot, €ab.........eewweee. CaIL - pace 14 8360 haybine, on centre pivot hitch, hyd. drive... $6,500
NH 66" preperator landscape rake............cveeeeereo. $4,900 Landpride RC3510, HD rotary cutter 10°

FARM EQuUIP. LTD.  TOll Free 1-877-808—8388 L AGRICULTURE 4
297 Thompson Rd., WATERFORD e sales@halnor.com www.halnor.com

Case IH 1190 haybine, 9'..

VW News

CWB, G3 finalize

commercialization
deal for former board

BY HARRY SIEMENS
Ontario Farmer

griculture Minister
Gerry Ritz announced
recently it’s a done deal: the
Canadian Wheat Board has
finalized the commercializa-
tion deal with G3 Global
Grain Group and has become
a fully private and global
competitor in the Canadian
grain sector. This follows the
planned investment deal
announced in April 2015.
The commercialization of
CWB is part of the federal
government’s broader mod-
ernization of Canada’s grain
sector to stimulate investment
and create jobs and economic
growth for farmers and Cana-
dians. It includes an aggres-
sive trade and market access
agenda, grain transportation
and supply chain improve-
ments and investments in sci-
ence and research.
On April 15, the Govern-
ment of Canada announced

approval of a deal reached
between the CWB and G3
Global Grain Group, which

included a G3 investment of

$250 million in the CWB, sub-
ject to closing adjustments.

* 70% of western Canadian
grain exports flow through the
west coast.

* G3 Global Holdings, an
affiliate of G3 Global Grain
Group, is also examining the
feasibility of developing a
new port facility in Vancou-
ver that would greatly
increase Canada’s export
capacity. This would be the
first new port facility for
grain in Canada’s busiest port
in nearly 50 years.

“Canada’s farmers depend
on an efficient gateway to get
their top quality products to
the world. Today, we see how
Marketing Freedom contin-
ues to open the way for
investments in the grain
industry leading to jobs and
growth for farmers and
Canadians,” says Ritz.

Smithfield loses
money raising pigs

mithfield Foods Ltd., the
largest hog producer out-
side of China, lost $90 million
in the most recent three-month
financial quarter.
But it made $79 million
more than a year ago in its
packaged meats division.

When everything is added
up, the company’s second-
quarter profits declined by 27
per cent to $104 million.

Sales were down by eight per
cent to $3.49 billion.

Smithfield is now owned by
WH Group Ltd. of China.

Company; and

By Order of the Board
Helen ]. Johns
Board Chair

NORTH WATERLOO

FARMERS MUTUAL INSURANCE

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING
OF MUTUAL POLICYHOLDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that a Special Meeting of Mutual
Policyholders of North Waterloo Farmers Mutual Insurance
Company will be held on August 27, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. at the
Waterloo Inn Conference Hotel, 475 King Street North,
Waterloo, Ontario N2J 2Z5 for the purpose of:

(1) consideringaspecial resolution for theamalgamation
of the Company with the Oxford Mutual Insurance

(2) transacting such other business as may properly be
brought before the Meeting.

&
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Corn futures dropping back again

Corn futures prices
increased about $0.90 per
bushel from mid-June to mid-
July, says University of Illinois
ag economist Darrel Good.
The increase was driven by a
combination of a smaller-than-
expected USDA estimate of
June 1 stocks and production
concerns stemming from
record June rainfall in much of
the eastern Corn Belt.

But, he says, over the past
two weeks, futures prices have
declined nearly $0.65 per
bushel as production concerns
have subsided. Expectations
are for corn supplies to remain
in surplus during the 2015-16
marketing year. Prices, then,
will remain at the current low
level unless there is some evi-
dence that the supply and
demand balance is potentially
much tighter than currently
expected, he says.

A slightly tighter supply and
demand balance for the 2015-
16 corn marketing year could
be generated by a smaller car-
ryover of old crop corn than
currently projected. Based on
the current pace of ethanol
production, for example, the
use of corn for ethanol produc-
tion during the current market-
ing year (ending Aug.t 31)
could be about 10 million
bushels more than the current
USDA projection of 5.2 billion
bushels, Good says.

Similarly, exports could be
slightly larger than the projec-
tion of 1.85 billion bushels if
Census Bureau export esti-
mates for June, July, and
August exceed the USDA
export inspection estimates as
was the case in the first nine
months of the marketing year.
However, for carryover stocks
to be lower than the current
projection of 1.79 billion bush-
els by enough to meaningfully
alter the 2015-16 supply and
demand balance would require
larger than expected feed and
residual use of corn during the
final quarter of the marketing
year, he says.

The USDAs projection of
5.3 billion bushels of feed and
residual use for the year
implies fourth quarter use of
522 million bushels. That is
111 million bushels more than
use of a year ago and the larg-
est fourth quarter use since
2009. Use is expected to
exceed that of a year ago due
to an increase in pork and
broiler production and small
increases in the number of
dairy cows and the number of
beef cattle on feed. The num-
ber of layers has been sharply
reduced due to bird flu, Fourth

Cow Planet Ltd. |

Embrace natural for a bright future!

The most obvious opportunity for a tighter corn supply
and demand corn balance during the year ahead would
come from a smaller than expected harvest.

quarter feed and residual use
will be revealed with the esti-
mate of Sept. 1 stocks of old
crop corn to be released on
September 30 and a surprise is
always possible.

A tighter supply and demand
balance could also result from
larger than expected consump-
tion during the year ahead,
Good says. Such a develop-
ment would obviously take
time to unfold, but opportuni-
ties for consumption to exceed
the current projection appear to
be limited. The USDA cur-
rently projects 2015-16 market-
ing year exports at 1.875 billion
bushels, 25 million more than
projected for the current year.
However, interest in U.S. corn
is currently limited by abun-
dant supplies of low-priced
South American corn. As of
July 16, the USDA reported
that only 152 million bushels of
U.S. corn had been sold for
export during the upcoming
marketing year. On the same
date last year, outstanding sales
of new crop corn totaled 232
million bushels.

Corn used for ethanol pro-
duction is projected to
increase by 25 million bushels
during the upcoming market-
ing year. The expected
increase in ethanol production
and corn consumption reflects
expectations for growth in
domestic gasoline consump-
tion. Growth beyond that,
however, will be limited by
the 10 percent ethanol blend
wall and the very slow pace of
growth in the consumption of
higher ethanol blends. In addi-
tion, ethanol exports are
already large so that growth
potential is likely limited.

The USDA projects feed
and residual use of corn to
decline by 25 million bushels
during the year ahead. Con-
sumption should be sup-
ported at a relatively high
level due to larger livestock
inventories. However, hog
producers have indicated that

they will reduce the number
of sows farrowed during the
last half of 2015 and growth
in the other animal sectors
will likely be very modest.

The most obvious opportu-
nity for a tighter corn supply
and demand corn balance dur-
ing the year ahead would come
from a smaller than expected
harvest. The USDA’s Crop
Production report to be
released on August 12 will
contain the first survey-based
yield and production forecasts
for the 2015 crop. Expecta-
tions for the U.S. average yield
projection are in a wide range,
but have generally increased
over the past two weeks as
weather conditions have
become less stressful and as
crop condition ratings have
stabilized at a high level. The
average yield expectation
appears to be near 165 bushels,
1.8 bushels less than projected
in the July 10 USDA WASDE
report. The August production
forecast will also reflect the
estimate of harvested acreage,
but a large change from the
June acreage forecast is not
expected. Based on the projec-
tion of 81.1 million acres har-
vested for grain, a yield of 165
bushels would result in a crop
of 13.38 billion bushels, about
150 million bushels less than
projected in the July WASDE
report. Still, if 2015-16 mar-
keting year consumption is
near the current USDA projec-
tion of 13.735 billion bushels,
year-ending stocks would be
abundant at about 1.45 billion
bushels. On the other hand, a
yield forecast of 161 bushels or
less would likely be sufficient
to push prices back to the mid-
July highs.

Recent corn price declines
indicate that the market is
removing the production risk
premium from the price
structure in anticipation of
another year of surplus. The
question is whether that
removal is premature.

Do you want a healthy herd with low SCC, good
fertility and good milk production, worry free?

I the answer is yes, then let Cow Planet Ltd. provide you with 100%
organic and completely digestible minerals, that drastically improves the
rumen health and immune system. And many more improvements that

right now you can only dream of. Simple and effective!!!
Visit: cowplanet.ca and
call 519-274-0981

= FEATURES:
i o Simple rear gravity dump design
o Compact Body: 7'4” wide x 10'4” long x 82" tall

» Solid welded, graphite coated interior 5

* Inside safety grille & front mul'mted safety rung ladder

222 ¥
Bushel

R

CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER
(519)
238-2301

Hwy. 21 North of Grand Bend, R.R.#1, Dashwood, Ont.
www.marketfarmequipment.com

For All Your Specialized Design

and Bulk Storage Needs

f\l

e T ———

_
SiITHSTEEL

F A B R I C AT

® Quality products tailored to
your specifications

® Smooth wall construction for
total clean out

@ Easy setup with no outside
contractor required

@ Side draw cone available
@ Paint any Colour

Call Brenda Today-519-356-2802 or blong@smithsteel.ca
£ w www.smithsteel.ca

Trait Stewardship Responsibilities Notice to Farmers

Mansanto Company is a member of Excellence Through Stawardship® (ETS]. Monsanta products are commercizlized in accordance
with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, and in compliance with Mansanta's Policy for Commercialization of Biotechnalogy-Derived
Plant Products in Commodity Crops. Commercialized products have been approved for impart it key export markets with functioning
regulatory systems. Any crop or material produced from this product can anty be axported to, of used, peocessed or sold in countries where all
recessary regulatory approvals heve been granted. it is a violation of national and intematioaal law 1o move material containing biotech traits
acrass baundaties inta nations where impart ks not permitted, Growers should talk to their grain handier o product purchaser ta confim their
buying position for this product. Excelience Through Stewardship™ is 2 registered trademark of Excellence Through Stewardshi.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Roundup Ready™ crops contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphasate,
the active ingredient in Roundisp® brand agricuttural herbicides. Roundup™ brand agricultural herbicides will kill crops that are not tolerant
to glyphosate. Acceleron® seed treatment technology for canola contains the active ingredients difenoconazole, metalant [M and § isomess)
Hlugicuonil and thiamethaxam. Acceleron™ seed treatment technology for canola plus Vibrance™ is a combination of two separate individually-
registered products, which tagather contain the active ingredients difenaconazole, metataxyt (M and 5 isomers], fludinxanil, thizmethoxam,
and sedaxane. Accelerod® seed treatment technalogy for coen (fungicides and insecticide] is a combination of four separate individually-
registered products, which together contain the active ingredients metalayl, triflaxystrabin, ipconazole, and clothianidin. Acceleron™ seed
treatment technalogy for com [fungicides onty) is a combination of three separate indvidually-registered products. which together cantaln

the active ingredients metalaxyl, triflaxystiobin and ipconazole. Acceleron™ seed treatment technology for corn with Ponche™MoTivo™
ftungicides, insecticide and nematicide] is a combination of fiv separate individually-registered products, which together contain the active
ingredients metalany, trifioxystrobin, Ipconazole, clothianidin and Bacilus firmus strain |-1582. Heceleron® seed treatment technology for
sayheans (fungicites and insecticide] is a combination of four separate indnidually registered products, which together contain the active
ingredients fluxapyroxad, pyraclostrobin, metataryl and imidacloprid. Acoeleron®™ seed teeztment technology for saybeans [fungicides caly] is
a combination of thiee separate indidually registered products, which together contain the active ingredients flusapyroxad, pyraclostiabin
and metalanyl. Acceleron and Design®, Acceleron®, DEKALR and Design™, DEKALE®, Genuity and Design®. Genuity™, JumpStan®, A1
Complete and Design®, 1B Complete®, Roundup Ready I Technalogy and Design®, Raundup Ready 1 ¥ield™®, Roundup Ready™, Roundup
Transorh®, Reundup WeatherMAX®, Roundup®, SmartStax and Design®, SmartStax™, Transorb™ VT Dauble PRO%, and VT Triple PRO™ are
registered trademarks of Mansanto Technology der license. Vibrance™ and Fortenza™ are registered trademarks of 2 Syngenta
geoup company. LibertyLink® and the Water Droplet Design are trademarks of Bayer, Used under license. Berculex™ is 2 fegistered tragemark
of Dow AgraSciences LLE. Used under license. Pani and Votiva™ are trademarks of Bayer. Used under license, All other irademarks are the

property of their respective ownars

LIBERTY
LINK W

Get farm news updates at ONTARIOFARMER.COM
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¥%Dryland farming

The Central Arizona Project is a 336-mile long transport system that supplies the state with water from the Colorado River - irrigation is the
backbone of Arizona agriculture.

An arid land where every flush and gulp counts

Agriculture is Arizona’s largest water user,
accounting for 73 per cent of usage in 2013

BY LILIAN SCHAER
The writer is a freelance
Jjournalist based in Arkell

Irecently had the chance to
spend a few days in Arizona,
including a day touring farms.
Yes, Arizona in July is hot, hot,
hot — 43C in mid-afternoon
hot.

It’s also dry and water is a top
of mind issue with all farmers
we met. What struck me as
interesting is that everyone we
spoke to was quick to point out
that although water is a pre-
cious and limited resource,
Arizona was not at the same
level of crisis as neighbouring
California, or even in a water
crisis at all for that matter.

Pepper farmer Rob Knorr,
for example, told us that
although they track water usage
like financial statements on
their 3,000 farm south of Phoe-
nix, they have enough water for
what they want to grow. Their

challenge was figuring out new
ways to stretch their water allo-
cations further, through tools
like sub-surface drip irrigation,
so they could boost their yields
and extend their irrigation
season. :

Large livestock operations
like mega-dairy Shamrock
Farms, where they milk 10,000
cows, and Pinal Feeding Com-
pany’s feedlot (population
48,500 head of Holstein steers)
pull most of their water from
the ground, using wells that are
up to 1,600 feet deep. Neither
seemed overly concerned about
a possible lack of water during
our tours there.

The key to Arizona’s water
situation seems to lie with the
foresight that led to the con-
struction of the Central Ari-
zona Project (CAP) in the late
1960s, the introduction of the
Groundwater Management Act
in 1980, and the creation of the
Arizona Water Banking
Authority in 1996.

CAP is a 336-mile long sys-
tem of aqueducts, tunnels,
pumping plants, and pipelines
that brings about 1.5 million

acre-feet of water from the Col-
orado River and Lake Havasu
to southern Arizona, where
more than 80 per cent of the
state’s population lives.

“Arizona has over 40 years
of water re-use and reclaim his-
tory,” says Thomas Buschatzke,
Director of the Arizona Depart-
ment of Water Resources, who
spoke at a panel discussion on
water issues. “With the Ground
Water Management Act of
1980, for example, we became
one of the first states to prevent
over-mining of ground water.”

The Act introduced manda-
tory water conservation for
agriculture, industry, and
municipal users, and through
the Water Banking Authority,
Arizona stores about 9 million
acre-feet of water — its way of
ensuring it claims its total
annual Colorado River alloca-
tion even if it it’s not needed
right away.

And Arizona’s efforts seem
to be paying off, at least accord-
ing to Buschatzke. Despite a
six-fold increase in the state
population and a 19-fold
increase in Gross Domestic
Income, Arizona’s water use
has actually decreased slightly
— falling from 7.1 million acre-
feet in 1957 to 7 million acre-

It’s that large water footprint that has
made the industry a target despite
widespread efforts by farmers and

rural dwellers to manage water
responsibly and reduce use - right
down to no-flush urinals in rural areas.

feetin 2013.

But there are challenges too.
The state population is still
increasing, and once water lev-
els in Lake Mead in nearby
Nevada drop below elevation
(1,075 ft.), automatic use reduc-
tions will kick in, meaning
Arizona will lose 320,000 acre
feet of water, said Buschatzke.

Half of that loss will directly
affect farming through cut
backs to the Central Arizona
Project, the backbone of agri-
cultural irrigation in the state,
and the other half will result in
decreases in underground
water storage.

Agriculture is Arizona’s larg-
est water user, accounting for
73 per cent of usage in 2013.

It’s that large water footprint
that has made the industry a
target despite widespread
efforts by farmers and rural
dwellers to manage water

responsibly and reduce use —
right down to no-flush urinals
in rural areas.

Bas Aja, executive vice presi-
dent of the Arizona Cattle
Growers’ Association, says
infrastructure will need more
focus in the future in Arizona,
and that should include tools
that are currently not well
accepted by the public, such as
dams and the use of treated
waste water.

“We should be using every
tool we have, and not eliminate
tools in the water continuum
right out of the box,” he says,
stating that continuing the col-
lective process of water deci-
sion-making is important.

“We don’t let anyone muscle
anyone over water. It’s a grudg-
ing consensus process, it’s hard
and time-consuming but that’s
why we've been successful,” he
adds.
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Filling a fresh jalapeno market niche

“We count the minutes
from the field to cooling
because this extends the
shelf life. In the
morning, peppers come
off the field at 85F but
they’re 100F by lunch
time; we can cool to 36F
in five hours.”

The writer is a freelance
Jjournalist based in Arkell

f you've ever had Pace-

branded salsa, there’s a good
chance the jalapenos in it came
from Knorr Farms in Mari-
copa. Arizona.

Thanks to a deal they made
with a New Mexico processor
to supply America’s largest the best workers can pick 60 to
salsa maker more than 15 years 80 buckets a day.
ago, they’ve cornered the fresh ~ “We count the minutes from
jalapeno market in a crucial the field to cooling because this
harvest window gap. extends the shelf life. In the

Jalapenos ready for harvest

Harvest ends in Mexico in
May, and starts in California and
New Mexico in August; Arizona
growers can fill that June-July
gap with fresh jalapenos. And
when they prune their plants
down at the end of July, they can

morning, peppers come off the
field at 85F but they’re 100F by
lunch time; we can cool to 36F
in five hours,” explains Knorr.

The Knorrs also grow cot-
ton, wheat, beans, peas, corn
for silage. green chillies, mel-

getasecond harvestto marketin  ons and an experimental crop
October and November. called guayule (pronounced
“David Pace wants a fresh why-yoo-lee), a possible natu-
jalapeno in every jar of salsa. ral rubber alternative to latex.
In June and July, and October-  In a state as dry as Arizona,
November, 85 per cent of the almost every Knorr farming
fresh jalapeno for salsa comes decision ultimately comes back
from this farm,” Rob Knorr to water.
told members of the American ~ “As long as we have water,
Agricultural Editors’ Associa- we can grow almost anything,”
tion touring his farm last month Knorr believes. “We track
as part of their annual confer- water like financial statements,
ence. “Thave 2016 contracts for down to the inch.”
one-hour delivery windowslots ~ Knorr’s father and grandfa-
already signed and we haven’t ther, attracted by a long growing
even planted the seeds yet.” season, grandfathered water
Most jalapenos the Knorrs rights and close proximity to a
grow are non-hot varieties, and major metropolitan area, started
each plant is hand-harvested buying farm land in Arizona in
three times during June and July. 1994, and Knorr himself moved
That’s because processors want  to the state to run the new fam-
all stems and crowns — their ily farming operation south of
woody textures pose a potential - Phoenix in 1997.
choking hazard in the salsa —  His brother still farms in North
removed so peppers arrive atthe  Dakota, growing 5,000 acres of
plant ready for dicing. wheat, corn, sunflowers, canola,
That’s not a process thatcanbe  and dry edible beans.
done mechanically, makinglabour ~ The Central Arizona Project,
an ongoing challenge for Knorr, a system of canals that brings
who hires a labour contractor out water from the Colorado River
of Texas to bring in harvest crews  and Lake Havasu, is the lifeline
of migrant workers. of Arizona agriculture, where
Due to the heat, they start at irrigation is vital to supplement
day break (about 4:30 am) and the meager annual rainfall.

work until 2 pm, earning $2

. Traditionally, Arizona farmers

Irrigation infrastructure at Knorr Farms

Crews harvesting peppers in Arizona

tion to water their crops, but
Knorr is transitioning his land to
a sub-surface drip system, which
he says has made all the differ-
ence in stretching their water
resources and increasing yields.
“This is the most efficient
type of system that works eco-
nomically in our fields,” he
explains. “‘For example, 85 per
cent of the roots in a trans-
planted jalapeno plant are in the
top.12 inches of soil. We now
lay down permanent drip irriga-
tion at eight inches whereas
before we used to water six feet
down using flood irrigation.”
His first drip irrigation sys-

tem was installed on 45 acres in

1.000 acres. The goal is to even-
tually have the entire farm con-
verted, but at $2,000 to $2,500
per acre to install, it’s a gradual
process. The benefits are paying
off, though, both in reduced
inputs and better productivity.
“We've seen a 50 per cent
decrease in fertilizer costs and
a 40 per cent increase in jalap-
eno pepper productivity from
dripirrigation,” he says, adding
that he can now add liquid-
based fertilizer directly the
plants’ root systems.
. Under his water allocation,

* . Knorr is allowed 4.5 acre feet

ing it in a more targeted man-
ner so he’s now able to plant
crops in March and water them
until October, instead of having
to stop in August when his
water allocation was used up.

Knorr says their goal is to get
10 years out of the drip tape
and 30 to 50 years otit of the
remaining infrastructure,
although this will depend on
how well they maintain their
walter quality.

Gophers are their biggest
problem, biting holes into the
plastie tape underground to get
at the'water, followed by coy-

of water per acre per year. With otes;that find the field valves

the sub-surface drip system,

per bucket of picked jalapenos; have used furrow or flood irriga-

2000; today, that has reached _he’s using less water and apply-

andripoff the plastic spaghetti
“lines for adrink. -
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W News

BY IAN CUMMING
Ontario Farmer

he dairy herds at Alfred
and Kemptville Colleges
will be sold by the end of
August, said DFO board mem-
ber Nick Thurler recently.
A potential organic buyer had

until August 12th to finalize an
offer for the Alfred herd, while
the Kemptville herd is slated to
leave the new, robot facilities at
the end of the month.

A decision on what to do
with the research quota from
both facilities, owned by the

ire destroyed a barn near
Dorking Tuesday, killing
110 veal calves.

It was a “ball of flames,”
said one fireman.

Rick Richardson, the fire
chief of Mapleton Fire Rescue,
said the firefighters were
called around 1:15 p.m and on
arrival found the barn fully
engulfed. It’s on on Wellington
Road 10 just north of Welling-
ton Road 86.

“It was a ball of flames when
we got there,” said Richardson,
There were four departments
on the scene, including fire-
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Eastern dairy
herds will be sold

DFO, will be made after the
herds are dispersed. “Then
we’ll have to do something
about it.”

While controversial, the
only place for Ontario research
milk quota to go is to the new
dairy facilities that the govern-
ment, university, DFO and
other major contributors built
at Elora.

Thurler and a number of
eastern dairy producers had
donated and fundraised to
build the new facility at Kemp-
tville College, which will now
sit empty.

Fire destroys barn
with 110 veal calves

fighters from Drayton
and Moorefield which are part
of Mapleton Fire Rescue, as
well as Palmerston and Mil-
verton. Over all 45 firefighters
and 12 vehicles were on site.

“We concentrated on cool-
ing down the exposures, the
gas tank, the propane tank
and outer building to contain it
and we monitored that until the
smoke clamed down last night
about nine o'clock,” said Rich-
ardson to CBC news.

The fire started in the hay
loft and then spread to the
lower level.
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GEA Farm Technologies
WestfaliaSurge

(519)423-9119

* Reduce Labour

« Increase Pregnancy Rates
« Decrease Days Open

» Neck or Leg Tag Availability
« Limit Hormone Needs

iPad Or Android Device

E-mail: performance@embrofarm.com

k<
CowScoutS
ACTIVITY MONITORING SYSTEM

 Readily Available Information Through iPhone,

Resulting In A Simple, Accurate & Flexible Heat
Detection Program To Fit Your Facility & Program

Call Performance Dairy Today!

= Neck Feed Monitoring
Component

« 247 Monitoring

« Tie-Stall Compatibility
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Researchers making plant propagation cheaper, quicker

Micro-propagation
involves developing
technology and
techniques to provide
disease-free plant
materials for Canadian
horticultural crops like
apples and hazelnuts

BY LILIAN SCHAER
The writer is a freelance
Jjournalist based in Arkell

Research is underway at
the University of Guelph

to speed up how quickly and
efficiently a plant can be
reproduced.

Dr. Praveen Saxena and Dr.
Max Jones of the Gosling
Research Institute for Plant
Preservation (GRIPP) are lead-
ing work in micro-propagation,
which involves developing tech-
nology and techniques to pro-
vide discase-free plant materials
for Canadian horticultural crops
like apples and hazelnuts.

“When we micro-propagate a
tree, we make a small piece of
tissue develop into a shoot, grow
roots, then grow it in the green-
house until it can ultimately be
sold as a tree or rootstock,”
explains Jones, adding that
Ontario apple farmers currently
use about one million rootstocks
—the base onto which apple trees
are grafted — per year, most of
which are imported from the
United States and Europe.

“The benefit of micro-prop-
agation is rapid multiplication

GLAS)|  Farmiand Health

Great Lakes Agricultural
Stewardship Initiative

comgeeEgBese B
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Dr. Max Jones: “The benefit of micro-propagation is rapid multiplication of disease-free plant material.”

of disease-free plant material.
With tissue culture technology.

_we can get five or six cycles of

trees in per year, which is much
faster than using traditional
methods,” he adds.

The GRIPP team, which also
includes research associate
Mukund Shukla, has just made
a successful pitch to the Univer-
sity of Guelph’s 2015 Gryphon’s
LAAIR (Leading to Acceler-
ated Adoption of Innovative
Research) program — a sort of
on-campus version of Dragon’s
Den — for funding to make the
micro-propagation quicker,
cheaper, and more practical.

They’re experimenting with
liquid instead of gel-based tissue
culture, which increases the vol-
ume of plants that can be pro-
duced. Conventional containers

“and a type of shelving unit that

rocks the containers holding the
tissue cultures are expensive -

Work with a
Certified Crop

Advisor!

TORR Y

Free assessments are available to farm

in the Lake Erie and Lake St. Clair watersheds and/or the Lake Huron southeast shores watershed

IF;> On_tério 5

2

Grassroots Innovation
Samer 1939

Contact us for more
“information

$20 per container and up to
$20,000 for a rocker system —
and not very user-friendly.

“The containers have a very
small opening that contami-
nate easily and they can’t be
put into the dishwasher, so you
have (o pay someone to scrub
everything because it all has to
be sterilized,” explains Jones.

VRE Greenhouse Systems of
Grassie ON js redesigning the
rocker system to be more dura-
ble. hold more plants, and be
about two thirds less expensive.

Jones and his colleagues are
working on revised container
prototypes that are fully open,
dishwasher compatible, and
can accept inserts that let plants
be immersed in different levels
of growing liquid.

Jones says they're currently
printing sample containers on a
3-D printer in the lab, which is
letting them perfect their design

Check-Up

———
businesses

Phone:
Email:
Web:

at a relatively low cost before
moving to producing samples
using injection molding tech-
nology, which is very expensive
when used in prototyping.

Harster Greenhouses in Dun-
das will begin testing the new
equipment this fall and provide
feedback to the GRIPP team on
how their prototypes perform
in 2 commiercial setting.

“The partnership with indus-

try is important because we
want to make sure what we're
developing will meet their
needs,” says Jones. “The long
term goal is for this technology
to meet our Canadian propaga-
tion needs and to give Canadian
growers an advantage by pro-
ducing disease-free plant stock
more quickly and efficiently.”
In Canada, micro-propagation
work is underway in apples and
in hazelnuts, where the focus is
on developing trees resistant to

|
226-706-8669

GLASI@ontariosoilcrop.org |
www.ontariosoilcrop.org i

Eastern Filbert Blight.

Internationally, the technol-
ogy has the largest application
for banana and sugar cane, but
could also be used in plant con-
servation to help re-establish
endangered plant species.

The Gryphon’s LAAIR pro-
gram is supported through
Growing Forward 2, a federal-
provincial-territorial initiative.

Start-up funds for the GRIPP
micro-propagation work were
provided through the Gosling
Foundation, an environmental
venture fund that identifies and
supports strategic start-ups,
leadership, collaboration and
partnerships.

This article is provided by
Aglnnovation Ontario, aproject
of the Agri-Technology Com-
mercialization Centre (ATCC).
The ATCC is funded by Grow-
ing Forward 2, a federal-pro-
vincial-territorial initiative.
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HEAVY DUTY HOOF TRIMMING TABLES

Now All Models Come With
Self Catch Head Gate.
Heavy Duty hydraulic hoof
trimming tables. Be ready for
|| your cows at the first sign of
| hoof problems. It just makes
sense to have one. We take
care of delivery to your door.
g Call 519 765 4230.
! 4 MODELS TO CHOOSE:
¢ PORTABLE
* STATIONARY
* 3-POINT HITCH
* SKID STEER MOUNT

Hydraulic Belly Lift, Self Catching
Head Gate and Rubber Mat on
Chute Table and Headboard.

WE DELIVER!

BERKELMAN s WELDING

RR 7, AYLMER, ONTARIO, CANADA NSH 2R6
(519) 765 4230 « 1 (877) 230-9993

: www.berkelmanswelding.on.ca

KLCommitted To Quality You Can Depend On
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Electric Pump
Fast
Efficient
Economical
5,7.5, 10 HP
4-14 ft Pit Depth

Husky Farm Equipment Ltd.

Alma, ON. (519) 846-5329 1-800-349-1122
www.huskyfarm.ca

TS1200722

STEEL OR FIBEHGLASS TANKS
RANGING FROM 1000 TO 25000 GAL.
Delivery Available - Call For Details

DEJONG & SONS LTD.

R.R. #5, Mitchell, Ontario NOK 1NO
Ph 518-348-0523 Fax 518-348-9434
dejongandsons @sympatico.ca

www.dejongandsons.ca

~ Newfor 2015
d.berm-nn

More Comfort
More Efficiency

J&SPans&Equipmem Saies

S Fourmiier 613

W Marketing

The ‘Girl’
Only!” Club

It’s a “club” created for farm wives who are not always in sync with farm activ-
ity; especially the marketing of cash crops

BY SUZANNE ATKINSON
The writer farms near Warkworth
zan@xplornet.com

( :ampbcllford - It’s the farm
risk management program

that could save more than your

farm.

“We are the risk managers,”
Maizeing Acres elevator co-
owner Donna Archer explains,
as she weaves experiences
from her own life into a ’Girls
Only!” boardroom discussion
of farm management and crop
marketing that is reaching far
beyond wheat, beans and corn,
with a clientele so green some
don’t know what crops they
SIOW.

“Men are the risk takers.”

Girls Only! was Archer’s
brainchild; a “club,” she’s cre-
ated for farm wives who are not
always in sync with farm activ-
ity; especially the marketing of
cash crops. “Nothing personal
leaves this room,” Archer says,
easily connecting with farm
women who run the gamut,
from not knowing how many
acres they farm, to the ladies
who regularly cross the weigh
scales driving a product-laden
transport.

Archer’s hope “is that this
will be a fun, informative
group that gives you the skills
and tools you are looking for to
assist you in your farming
operation.”

“What's lacking in the grain
industry is education,” Archer
says. “With all of the expertise
we have, there seems to be very
little actually helping you to
market.”

“There are ways to make our
farms more profitable. There
are a lot of things you can’t do;
but there are a few thing you
can do,” she said adding that
with a little forethought farm-
ers can be price setters rather
than price takers.

Ultimately it’s the tasks “that
fall on your shoulders,” that her
*Girls Only!” group will tackle.

These women; and they
range in age from early 20s to
mid-60s, don’t expect to be
taking over grain marketing.
But they do expect to gain a
better understanding of the
crop growing/marketing cycle.

“Matt could talk to me about
farming all day long but I don't
know anything to be able to
contribute to the conversation,”
says Girls Only! club member
Jenn Thrower.

It was concerns about her
own business, Archer said dur-
ing the introductory meeting,
which led to the formation of

NO BOYS
ALLOWED!

“Girls Only!

“That was a real eye opener
for me,” says Thrower. “T don’t
know anything. Matt picks out
the seed and tells me when
we're fertilizing. This is actu-
ally really good. Now I will
feel confident. And I would
feel like I could continue with
the farm if he got hurt or
something.”

*“I ask a lot of questions,” she
admits. “And it must drive Matt
up the wall.”

Thrower appreciates the
diversity of operations repre-
sented around the Girls Only!
table.

“I'minterested to know what
others are doing. We're all
doing something different but
we're all having the same
trouble.”

“I like having some older and
some younger.,” says Thrower.
“We all have a different per-
spective.” And she’s hoping to
learn how others cope; “what
they do for a living and how
they handle the stresses.”

Stress too is big on Archer’s
agenda.

She first broached the idea of
a marketing club for women at
the spring Maizeing Acres
Customer appreciation day.
Two months later she emailed
an invitation to the elevator’s
5,000 farm, customer base.

She anticipated a “wide vari-
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