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Limitation of Liability

‘While the Editor and Publisher of this book have made reasonable efforts to
ensure the accuracy and timeliness of the information contained herein, nei-
ther the Editor nor the Publisher shall have any liability with respect to loss or
damage caused or alleged to be caused by reliance on any information con-
tained herein.

Copyright © 1994 by International Business Machines Corporation. All rights
reserved. Printed in the United States of America. Except as permitted under
the United States Copyright Act of 1976, no part of this publication may be
reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a data
base or retrieval system, without the prior written permisssion of the pub-
lisher.

234567890 DOCDOC 9987654

ISBN 0-07-031488-8 (HC)
ISBN 0-07-031489-6 (PBK)

The sponsoring editor for this book was Daniel A. Gonneau and the
production supervisor was Thomas G. Kowalczyk.

Printed and bound by R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company.

Tenth Edition (August 1993)

This is a major revision of the IBM Dictionary of Computing, SC20-1699-8,
which is made obsolete by this edition. Changes are made periodically to the
information provided herein.

It is possible that this material may contain reference to, or information about,
IBM products (machines and programs), programming, or services that are
not announced in your country. Such references or information must not be
construed to mean that IBM intends to announce such IBM products, pro-
gramming, or services in your country. Comments may be addressed to IBM
Corporation, Department E37/656, P. O. Box 12195, Research Triangle Park,
NC 27709.

International Edition

Copyright © 1994 by International Business Machines Corporation. Exclusive
rights by McGraw-Hill, Inc. for manufacture and export. This book cannot be
re-exported from the country to which it is consigned by McGraw-Hill. The
International Edition is not available in North America.

When ordering this title, use ISBN 0-07-113383-6.

This book is printed on acid-free paper.
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ce-image processor (FIP) [273]

first failure data capture

image processor (FIP) A function-level
e of Subsystem Support Services that creates the
guration image for a finance industry system.

ce /O manager (FIOM) In the AS/400 AFP
am, a set of routines that can be used by an
lication program to do I/O operations on a finance
e that is configured as a non-intersystem commu-
ons function (non-ICF) device.

nce subsystem The SSP-ICF subsystem that
System/36 to communicate with the 3601 and
iFinance Conirollers and the 3694 Document

utton In the IBM LinkWay product, a type of
object that searches for a text string in the

xt-string In word processing, a function that
“point to be found within the text by entering
“unique characters identifying the desired

ping In the AIX Graphics Library (GL),
all'drawing commands to a rectangular region
0. Contrast with gross clipping.

n parallel processing Parallel processing in
arts"of -an operation are performed concur-
nirast with coarse-grain parallel processing.

ement analysis (FEA) In computer-aided
determination of the structural integrity of
cal part or physical construction under
athematical simulation of the part and its
nditions: (T)

machine A computer in which a set of
Tmine not only the set of outputs but also
al state of the computer, such as the
f data and instructions in main storage, in
timize: processing.  See also Turing
rsal Turing machine.

FIP Finance image processor.

fire To initiate the action specified by a rule when the
condition stated by the rule is satisfied. (T)

firmware (1) An ordered set of instructions and data
stored in a way that is functionally independent of
main storage; for example, microprograms stored in a
ROM. (T) (2) Deprecated term for microcode.

Note: The term “firmware” describes microcode in
read-only memory (ROM). At the time they are
coded, microinstructions are software. When they are
put into ROM they become part of the hardware
(microcode), or a combination of hardware and soft-
ware (microprograms). Usually, microcode is perma-
nent and cannot be modified by the user but there are
exceptions: See EPROM, PROM.

first-character forms control (FCFC) A method for
controlling the format of printed output. The first
character of each record determines the format.

first-come-first-served (FCFS) A queuing technique
in which the next item to be retricved is the item that
has been in the queue for the longest time. Contrast
with shortest-job-next.

first copy-out time In a document copying machine,
the time required between starting the copying process
and completely receiving the first copy in the delivery
tray. (T)

first draft In multimedia applications, a rough draft
of a complete script.

first element of chain Deprecated term for first RU
of chain.

first ended, first out (FEFO) A queuing scheme
whereby messages in a destination queue are sent to
the destination on a first ended, first out basis within
priority groups. That is, higher-priority messages are
sent before lower-priority messages; when two mes-
sages in a queue have equal priority, the one whose
final segment arrives at the queue earliest is sent first.
See Figure 63.

\First Out

first failure data capture A VTAM problem diag-
nosis aid that enables VTAM to identify certain

Last In/

Figure 63. First Ended, First Out
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