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57 ABSTRACT 
A concrete leveling machine is provided which propels 
itself over the surface of laid concrete and by use of 
rotating augers or oscillating stabilizers and a temper, 
levels and finishes the surface to a prescribed level and 
condition. A laser reference beam transmitted over the 
surface is detected by detectors attached to the leveling 
section of the machine and deviation of the level of the 
detectors from a reference level is adjusted so that the 
leveling section is also brought to a level required to 
produce the desired surface level. The machine is 
turned by a turntable integral with the main body which 
lifts the machine allowing it to turn by differential drive 
to its drive wheels. 

13 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

CONCRETELEVELING MACHINE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a machine for level 

ing the surface of large areas of concrete just after the 
concrete has been poured. 

2. Prior Art 
Generally in laying concrete, after the concrete has 

been poured the concrete surface must be leveled accu 
rately and the surface smoothed to give an attractive 
appearance. To obtain a smooth level surface with the 
concrete at a prescribed thickness, it is necessary to use 
a vibrator to compact the concrete and then level the 
surface of the concrete using a straight-edge and finally 
smooth the surface with a flat object to float the mortar 
to the surface. 

In carrying out the leveling operation the straight 
edge is positioned between several reference points and 
the surface level is corrected to coincide with the 
straight edge. This operation requires the reference 
points to first be accurately set and then requires labori 
ous filling and scraping of the concrete surface so that it 
coincides with the prescribed surface slope and level. 
Since the work is carried out by many persons the qual 
ity of the work is variable depending on the workers 
skill and the working conditions. Also since the workers 
must bend over for much of the work, they are sub 
jected to unreasonable discomfort. 

Further since the availability of skilled workers who 
can do this type of work is decreasing it is becoming 
more difficult every year to obtain suitable workers. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
solve the above problems by providing a mechanized 
concrete leveling machine which rides over the laid 
concrete surface being propelled along by a drive unit 

O 

15 

25 

35 

attached to a platform of the leveling machine and hav 
ing a leveling device attached behind the platform 
which can be inclined relative to the concrete surface. 
With a leveling machine constructed as above, 

wheels or tracks in the drive unit provide traction 
against the ground or reinforcing rods arranged in the 
laid concrete, and stabilizer tracks, lying on each side of 
the platform running parallel to the direction of motion, 
slide along the ground or reinforcing rods, to stabilize 
the leveling machine. 
An auger fitted to the leveling section of the machine 

scrapes the concrete surface, and by adjusting the posi 
tion and alignment of this auger the surface of the con 
crete can be gradually formed to the required level and 
slope with continuous movement of the machine over 
the surface of the laid concrete. Adjustment of the 
auger is governed by either a laser beam leveling system 
or other system which can detect deviation from a spec 
ified slope and level such as a gyroscopic device, spirit 
level device or inclinometer. To change the direction of 
the concrete leveling machine as it moves over the 
concrete surface, a differential drive is used to turn the 
wheels or tracks at different speeds, and to reduce the 
force required for turning, a lifting mechanism is used to 
raise the machine at he time of turning. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment of 
a concrete leveling machine of this invention. 
FIG. 2 is a schematic elevation view of the leveling 

machine of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a schematic plan view of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is an elevation view of one end of a support 

frame. 
FIG. 5 is a side view of the support frame of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 shows a path followed by the leveling ma 

chine of this invention as it levels an area of laid con 
Crete. 

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of a second embodi 
ment of the leveling machine of this invention including 
an auger and return flow auger. 
FIG. 8 shows a schematic plan view of the leveling 

machine of FIG. 7. 
FIG. 9 shows a schematic side view of FIG. 8 
FIG. 10 is a possible tamper drive cam. 
FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a third embodiment 

of the leveling machine of this invention. 
FIG. 12 shows the arrangement of zones on lateral 

and longitudinal attitude laser detectors. 
FIG. 13 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment 

of the leveling machine of this invention. 
FIG. 14 is a schematic side view of the leveling na 

chine of FIG. 13. 
FIG. 15 is a schematic plan view of FIG. 14. 
FIG. 16 is a side view of a direction change device of 

the fourth embodiment. 
FIG. 17 is a schematic plan view of FIG. 16. 
FIG. 18 shows details of the direction change device 

of FIG. 16. 
FIG. 19 is a view in the direction of A-A in FIG. 18. 
FIG. 20 is a schematic side view of a fifth embodi 

ment of the leveling machine of this invention. 
FIG. 21 is an end view of FIG. 20. 
FIG. 22(a)-(h) shows operating conditions of the fifth 

embodiment of this invention shown in FIG. 20. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

Various embodiments of the present invention will 
now be described with reference to the accompanying 
drawings in which the same reference numerals are 
used to designate like parts or elements in several differ 
ent views. 
FIG. 1 to FIG. 6 depict a first preferred embodiment 

of a concrete leveling machine of this invention. As 
shown in FIG. 1 the concrete leveling machine 1 is 
made up of a drive system 4 and a leveling unit 2 at 
tached to the rear of the drive system 4 (arrow Y1 
depicts the direction of travel of the leveling machine 
1). The drive system 4 is supported on a flat platform 3 
and has a pair of wheels 5 located on either side of the 
platform 3. These wheels 5 ride on reinforcing rod R 
buried in the concrete and by their rotation the platform 
3 is driven in the direction of the arrow Y1. Around the 
perimeter of each wheel 5 is a track 5b (made of a resil 
ient material such as rubber) with a pitch to coincide 
with the spacing of the reinforcing rod R, to provide 
grip with the reinforcing rod R. This grip is more 
clearly illustrated in FIG. 2 
The axles 5a of wheels 5 are rotatively fitted to wheel 

arms 6 and project out from the side of the wheel arm 6 
opposite to the wheel 5. To each respective protrusion 
is rigidly attached a pulley 7, and to each wheel arm 6 
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is attached a motor 8 fitted with a drive pulley 9 which 
is connected to the pulley 7 with a belt 10 to transmit 
drive from the notor 8 to the wheel 5. The forward end 
of each wheel arm 6 is attached to the platform 3 by 
means of a pin 11 so that it can swing about the pin 11 
relative to the platform 3, and the other end is attached 
to a damper frame 12 by means of damper 13. The 
dampers 13 are provided so that the wheels 5 can go up 
and down corresponding to a change in load on the 
wheels 5. The dampers 13 move to help keep the 
contact force of the wheels 5 with the reinforcing rod R 
constant. 

Also as shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, running along 
the under face of the support platform 3 in the support 
platform progress direction and on either side of the 
centerline, are provided two parallel stabilizers 14. 
These parallel stabilizers 14 spread the load of the level 
ing machine over a number of reinforcing rods R, de 
creasing the deformation of the reinforcing rods, and 
also keeping the leveling machine stable when it is mov 
ing. The lower surfaces of the stabilizers 14 are at ap 
proximately the same level as the bottom of the wheels 
5 as shown in FIG. 2 and the lengths are a little shorter 
than the platform 3. The material used for the surface of 
the tracks of the stabilizers 14 is one with a low coeffici 
ent of friction such as a high density type polyethylene 
etc. so that the force to drive the leveling machine is 
kept to a minimum. During drive the total weight of the 
machine is supported by a force W1 exerted on the 
wheels 5 and a force W2 exerted on the stabilizers 14 so 
that the friction force in the opposite direction to the 
motion of the stabilizers 14 is 8 x W2 where 8 is the 
coefficient of friction of the stabilizer track material. 
Mounted on the upper surface forward edge of the 

platform 3 is a generator 15 to provide electricity for 
the drive motors 8 and other equipment, and a control 
unit 16 for controlling the drive motors 8 and motor for 
adjusting the attitude of the leveling unit 2. Also there is 
a radio receiver 17 for remotely controlling the speed 
etc. The generator 15, control unit 16, and radio re 
ceiver 17 can be located at any suitable position on the 
platform 3, however to provide a balance with the lev 
eling unit 2 it is better if they are located towards the 
front of the platform 3. 
As shown in FIG. 1 the leveling unit 2 consists of a 

support frame 20, an attitude adjusting mechanism 21 
and a leveling section 22. The support frame 20 is ar 
ranged at the rear of the platform 3 and connects the 
leveling unit 2 to the platform 3. It is made up of two 
parallel upper and lower beams 18 connected together 
by support arms 19 with the bottom ends of the support 
arms 19 semi-rigidly connected to the platform 3 by 
shock dampers (not shown in the figure) to make the 
support frame 20 as one with the platform 3. 
One attitude adjusting mechanism 21 is attached to 

each end of the support frame 20 and the leveling sec 
tion 22 is connected to the attitude adjusting mechanism 
21 by a rod 24 arranged close to the support frame 20. 
By drive of an attitude control motor 23, the rod 24 is 
moved up and down, and leveling section 22 is inclined 
so the leveling surface agrees with the required top 
surface level of the concrete. 
This is more clearly shown in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 

showing one of the attitude control motors 23 provided 
at one end of the support frame 20 (the other end is not 
shown in the figure) and fixed to the support frame 20 
by motor bracket 25. The motor shaft is connected to a 
screw 26a of ball screw 26 which is rotatably fitted 
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4. 
inside the motor bracket 25. A ball screw nut 26b is 
connected to the end of the rod 24 by a pin 27 which 
allows rotatable movement about the axis of the pin 27 
but prevents the nut 26b from rotating with the screw 
26a. By the drive of the attitude control motor 23 the 
screw 26a is turned and the rod 24 is moved up and 
down depending on the drive direction. As shown in 
FIG. 1, a connecting bracket 28 attached to a leveler 
platform 31 is fixed near each end of the rod 24 so that 
the leveling section 22 moves up and down as one with 
the rod 24. Attached to the top of each connecting 
bracket 28 is a rod which supports a lateral attitude laser 
detector 29 used to detect a beam from a laser level (not 
shown) attached to a post or the ground to provide a 
reference bean. This reference beam is set to the de 
sired level for the surface of the concrete C1 and if the 
laser beam striking the lateral attitude laser detector 29 
moves from a central zone position on the lateral atti 
tude laser detector 29 then a revision signal is sent to the 
control unit 16 on the platform 3 to adjust the attitude of 
the leveling unit 2. This is done by operating the atti 
tude control motors 23 in accordance with the revision 
signal so that the ends of the rod 24 are raised or low 
ered individually s that the reference laser beam strikes 
the central zone of the lateral attitude laser detector 29. 
Accordingly the attitude of the leveling section 22, 
which is connected by connecting bracket 28 to the rod 
24, becomes that necessary to form the top surface of 
the concrete to the desired level. In trying to cancel the 
revision signal sent from the lateral attitude laser detec 
tor 29 to the control unit 16, the attitude control motors 
23 can operate to move the leveling section 22 as far as 
an upper or lower limit. Also it is possible to monitor 
the attitude condition of the leveling section 22 by hav 
ing a flashing drive condition indicator light which 
flashes dependingo the revision signal from the lateral 
attitude laser detector 29. 

Typically the leveling section 22 consists of the lev 
eler platform 31, the attitude adjusting mechanism 21, 
the rod 24, a leveling auger 32, a leveling blade 33 and 
a tamper 34 all attached in a direction transverse to the 
direction of movement of the leveling machine 1. The 
leveling auger 32 and the leveling blade 33 are provided 
to make the surface of the concrete flat and smooth. 
The leveling auger 32 is driven in the direction of an 
arrow Y2 in FIG. 1 by an auger motor 35 provided at 
each outer edge of the leveler platform 31 and con 
nected to the leveling auger 32 axle by a timing belt 36. 
The shape of the leveling auger 32 is shown in FIG. 3. 
It consists of a left and right hand screw connected 
together so that the right half (looking from the direc 
tion of motion of the leveling machine) has a left hand 
spiral and the left half has a right hand spiral so that by 
rotation of the leveling auger 32, concave or convex 
surfaces of the concrete C1 (see FIG. 2) are either filled 
in or scraped off respectively and the scraped off con 
crete is moved towards the center section (see FIG. 8 
with arrows Y3, Y4 indicating the direction of scrap 
ing). Further, since the optimum speed of the leveling 
auger 32 for leveling depends on the thickness and char 
acteristics of the concrete C1 (normal, lightweight, high 
strength, slump type, etc.), the rotational speed of the 

65 

leveling auger 32 is controlled to provide the optimum 
speed. Also the width of the leveling auger 32 is such 
that any tracks in the laid concrete from the wheels 5 
and the stabilizers 14 of the drive system 4 are removed. 
As shown in FIG. 2 the leveling blade 33 is provided 

behind and parallel to the leveling auger 32. This level 
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ing blade 33 further smooths the surface of the concrete 
C1 after it has been leveled by the leveling auger 32. 
The tamper 34 gives additional tamping to the concrete 
surface that has been leveled by the leveling auger 32 so 
as to settle the coarse aggregate in the concrete and 5 
allow mortar paste in the concrete C1 to float to the 
surface. It is of approximately the same width as the 
leveling auger 32 and is made of perforated steel plate ( 
sheet netting) with a perimeter of bent up flat plate for 
strength and to ensure flatness. The tamper 34 is sup- 10 
ported by two tamper support rods 38 attached to the 
leveler platform 31, and by these support rods 38, it is 
moved up and down relative to the leveler platform 31. 
Each support rod 38 is forced down with a spring 39 
fitted around it, and its upper end passes through the 15 
leveler platform 31 and is rotatably connected to a 
tamper drive arm 41 attached to a tamper actuator shaft 
40. The actuator shaft 40 lies parallel to the tamper 34 
and its ends are rotatably attached to the leveler plat 
form 31 by brackets 42. The dead weight of the tamper 20 
34 and the force of the spring 39 is transmitted through 
the tamper support rods 38 to the actuator shaft 40 
making it rotate in the direction of an arrow Y5 in FIG. 
1. 
A cam follower 43 is fixed to the central section of 25 

the actuator shaft 40, with its lower face 43a contacting 
an eccentric can 44 attached to the shaft of a tamper 
motor 37. By operation of the tamper motor 37, the 
actuator shaft 40 is made to rotate back and forth trans 
mitting this movement through tamper drive arms 41 to 30 
the tamper support rods 38 and finally to the tamper 34 
so that the tamper 34 shakes up and down and the sur 
face of the concrete C1 is tamped. 
The leveling operation with the leveling machine 

constructed as shown in FIG. 1 will be explained with 35 
reference to FIG. 6. First the leveler platform 31 is 
adjusted to its upper limit with the attitude control 
motors 23 of the attitude adjusting mechanism 21, then 
the leveling machine 1 is placed at starting point Pl with 
the wheels 5 and stabilizers 14 resting on the reinforcing 40 
rod R placed in the concrete C1. Then by the attitude 
control motors 23, the height of the lateral attitude laser 
detectors 29 is adjusted so that the laser beam from the 
reference laser attached to a pole or supported on the 
ground ( not shown in the figure) strikes the lateral 45 
attitude laser detectors 29 at a central zone position so 
that the attitude of the leveling section 22 is adjusted to 
the necessary level to provide the desired upper surface 
level of the concrete C1. Then the auger motor 35 and 
the tamper motor 37 are switched on to drive the level- 50 
ing auger 32 and the tamper 34 and the motors 8 are 
switched on to drive the wheels 5 to start the leveling 
operation. The wheels 5 are rotated in the same direc 
tion so that the leveling machine 1 moves along a 
straight path (movement is in direction of Y1 shown by 55 
the arrow in FIG. 6). As the leveling machine 1 moves 
along, the attitude control motors 23 are operated to 
adjust the attitude of the leveling section 22 to suit the 
required surface level. Accordingly, the concrete sur 
face is scraped by the leveling auger 32 and the leveling 60 
blade 33, and is smoothed by the tamper 34 so as to give 
the desired surface condition and level to the concrete. 
When the leveling machine 1 reaches the first turning 

point P2 it is turned through 90' by rotation of one 
wheel 5 with the other wheel 5 fixed. Then after over- 65 
lapping any areas where a track has been left, both 
wheels are rotated together so that the leveling machine 
1 moves to the second turning point P3. Then once 

6 
again the leveling machine 1 is turned through 90 by 
rotating only one wheel so as to face direction Y6 
shown in FIG. 6 and the leveling machine 1 repeats the . 
leveling operation over the concrete surface C1. By 
repeating this operation the level of the surface is 
brought to the required level. 
As explained above in the description of this pre 

ferred embodiment, the leveling section 22 including 
the leveling auger 32, the leveling blade 33 and the 
tamper 34 is driven along the surface of the laid con 
crete C1 by the drive system 4 and at this time the 
leveling section 22 attitude is adjusted to conform to the 
required concrete surface level by the attitude adjusting 
mechanism 21 so that the surface of the laid concrete C1 
is made to coincide point by point with the required 
level. Accordingly compared to the conventional level 
ing operation methods, the required manpower can be 
reduced, and also human error can be reduced and 
surface accuracy greatly improved. 
With this preferred embodiment the levelingauger 32 

in the leveling section 22 rotates to move all the excess 
concrete to the central section of the leveling auger 32 
so that there is no excess concrete discharged to the 
outside of the leveling machine 1. Consequently any 
outer concavities in the surface of the concrete may not 
be filled. To solve this problem is the purpose of a sec 
ond embodiment which will be explained with refer 
ence to FIG. 7 to FIG. 9. 
The second embodiment has a similar drive system 4 

to the first embodiment but the leveling section 22 is 
different. For simplicity components similar to the first 
embodiment are numbered with the same numbers. As 
shown in FIG. 7 to FIG.9 a concrete return flow auger 
51 is provided between the leveling auger 32 and level 
ing blade 33 of the leveling section 22. This return flow 
auger rotates in the same direction to the leveling auger 
32 but, as shown in FIG. 8, the screw directions of the 
right half and left half (looking from direction Y1 in 
FIG.7 to FIG.9) are opposite to the screw directions of 
the leveling auger 32, so that by rotating in the same 
direction as the leveling auger 32, the concrete is 
cleared away from the center section of the leveling 
auger 32 and transported to the outer ends (shown by 
arrows Y7 and Y8 in FIG. 9). As shown in FIG. 7, the 
return flow auger 51 is enclosed in a casing 52 and 
extends out with an upwards incline to each side from a 
central position behind the center of the leveling auger 
32 and at the same height as the leveling auger 32. It 
passes through the leveler platform 31 on each side of 
the center line and is driven by the return flow motors 
53, provided at both ends of the casing 52, in the same 
direction as the levelingauger 32. The rotation speed of 
the return flow motors 53 is controlled to control the 
return flow of the concrete from the return flow auger 
51. Underneath both ends of the casing 52 is an outlet 
(not shown in the figure) and the concrete transferred to 
both ends falls through this outlet into chutes 54 pro 
vided in the upper face of the leveler platform 31. The 
front ends of the chutes 54 extend along the top of the 
leveler platform 31 to a position at the ends of the level 
ing auger 32 and are bent to face down so that the dis 
charge location of the concrete from the chutes 54 lines 
up with the ends of the leveling auger 32. The return 
flow auger 51 has a thin screw section called a ribbon 
screw which mixes the concrete scraped to the center 
by the leveling auger 32 as it is transferred along, so that 
the body of the concrete is not separated out. 
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With this second embodiment, the concrete scraped 
away by the leveling auger 32 is fed back to the outer 
ends of the Ieveling auger 32 while being agitated, and 
is once again spread by the leveling auger 32, thereby 
improving the leveling effectiveness and surface condi 
tion, especially in the case of concrete with concave 
surface areas. This solves the problem with the previous 
embodiment where in the case of extreme concavities or 
concavities at the ends of the leveling auger 32, if the 
supply of concrete is not sufficient, these areas cannot 
be leveled. 

In the above embodiments, the drive system 4 uses 
wheels 5 for driving the machine over the surface of the 
concrete, however the leveling machine of this inven 
tion is not limited to this method of propulsion and it is 
possible to have various other methods such as for ex 
ample endless type tracks instead of wheels for driving 
the leveling machine. Also the arrangement and number 
of wheels 5 is not limited and the number of stabilizers 
14 can also be changed. Further it is not always neces 
sary to have a track 5b attached to the outer perimeter 
of wheel 5 and even a flat smooth surface is possible. 
Also the leveling section 22 is not limited to the leveling 
auger 32, the return flow auger 51, the leveling blade 33 
and the tamper 34 and other components can also be 
considered. 
With the tamper 34, the use of a cam and cam fol 

lower to produce the up and down movement is not the 
only way and other methods such as a direct drive 
actuator etc. can be used. Further when using a cam, the 
arrangement is not limited to that of an eccentric cam 44 
and can follower 43 of the above embodiment. For 
example as shown in FIG. 10, it is also possible to have 
a cam disc 61 attached to a shaft 37a of the tamper 
motor 37 (refer to FIG. 1 and FIG. 7), with the cam 
disc 61 formed with a contact surface and slot 61a. A 
can lever 62 is attached to the actuator shaft 40 and in 
this case, at the point when the can lever 62 falls into 
the slot 61a, the cam lever 62 becomes disconnected 
from the cam disc 61 so that the tamper 34 is impacted 
on the concrete surface under the force of the spring 39 
and the dead weight of the tamper 34, producing a . 
desirable tamping action. The tamping intensity can be 
changed by changing the spring force. 
However a problem with the leveling unit 2 of the 

leveling machine 1 is that the attitude of the leveling 
section 22 in a longitudinal plane cannot be adjusted and 
is affected by the attitude of the drive system 4 since it 
is fixedly connected to the platform 3 through rod 24. 
To enable the longitudinal attitude to be adjusted 

independent of the drive system 4 is the object of a third 
embodiment depicted in FIG. 11 and FIG. 12. In this 
embodiment the leveling section 22 is connected to the 
attitude adjusting mechanism 21 of the support frame 20 
through two rotatable couplings 101. These couplings 
connect a rotatable rod 102 to nuts 26b which are the 
same as in the first and second embodiments. These 
couplings 101 allow rotation of the rotatable rod 102 
about its axis and also allow rotation about the axis of 
the pins 27 which connect the couplings to the nuts 26b. 
However they prevent nuts 26b from rotating with the 
ball screws 26. Consequently the leveling section 22 is 
able tarotate about the axis of the rotatable rod 102 so 
thattle attitude in a longitudinal plane can be changed. 
To control this attitude change, a horizontal arm 103 is 
fixedly attached to a center area of the rotatable rod 102 
extending forward, and to the forward end of this arm 
103 is fixedly attached the bottom end of a vertical rod 
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8 
104 extending upwards. To the top of this vertical rod 
104 is attached a longitudinal attitude detector 105. The 
horizontal arm 103 passes between a fork 106 on the 
fork end of an approximately horizontal bar 107, the 
other end of which is attached to an actuator nut 108 
that moves up and down on a screw 109 connected to 
an actuator drive motor 110 of a longitudinal attitude 
control mechanism 111. By operation of the actuator 
drive motor 110 the vertical rod 104 can be raised or 
lowered thereby changing the height of the detector 
105 and also changing the longitudinal attitude of the 
leveling section 22. 
The actuator drive motor 110 is controlled by signals 

from the control unit 16 which are based on the position 
where the light beam strikes the longitudinal attitude 
laser detector 105 surface. As shown in FIG. 12 the 
vertical area of the laser detectors is divided into three 
zones; an upper zone D1, a central zone D2 and a lower 
zone D3. Depending on which zone the laser reference 
beam from a laser transmitter 112 (FIG. 11) strikes, the 
signal from the control unit 16 is changed to operate the 
actuator drive motor 110 to move the longitudinal atti 
tude laser detector 105 so that the laser beam strikes the 
central zone. In doing this the leveling section 22 incli 
nation is also changed so that the inclination conforms 
to the laser reference beam and is appropriate to give 
the desired slope of the concrete surface. 
With the invention constructed in this way the opera 

tion will be explained. To carry out leveling the leveling 
section 22 is first raised to an upper limit by operation of 
the attitude control motors 23 and actuator drive motor 
110. Then the laser reference beam is transmitted from 
laser transmitter 112 and the levels of each of the laser 
detectors 29 and 105 are adjusted by the corresponding 
motors until the beam strikes the respective detectors in 
the center area D2 (FIG. 12). By this operation the 
leveling section 22 is adjusted to be parallel to the de 
sired level. Then by operation of the leveling auger 32, 
the return flow auger 51 the and tamper 34, and the 
respective drive motors for the platform 3, the laid 
concrete C1 is first leveled to the correct thickness with 
the leveling auger 32 by scraping the concrete to the 
center area and carrying back any surplus with the 
return flow auger 51 and then the surface is leveled by 
the leveling blade 33 and smoothed and finished by the 
tamper 34 as with the second preferred embodiment. 
While this operation is being carried out the level of 

the leveling section 22 in the lateral and longitudinal 
planes is detected by the two lateral attitude laser detec 
tors 29 and the longitudinal attitude laser detector 105 
and adjusted by the attitude adjusting mechanism 21 
and the longitudinal attitude control mechanism 111. 
Accordingly, after leveling, the surface of the concrete 
C1, is compacted to the prescribed thickness and the 
upper surface finished to a level and smooth surface. 
The above is one example of a preferred construction 

however depending on design requirements etc., it is 
possible to change the specifications. For example in 
this example the construction consists of a longitudinal 
attitude laser detector 105 with laser transmitter 112 and 
the lateral laser detectors 29, however it is also possible 
to have an attitude detecting system using electrically 
or mechanically operated devices. Using electrical or 
mechanical devices has an advantage over a laser detec 
tor system in that it is not affected by obstructions to the 
laser beam. With the laser beam system of this embodi 
ment the lateral attitude laser detectors 29, and longitu 
dinal attitude laser detector 105, must be positioned so 
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that the laser beam L is received for all orientations of 
the leveling machine 1. Therefore there can be no obsta 
cles between the lateral attitude laser detectors 29, the 
longitudinal attitude detector 105 and the laser transmit 
ter 112. 
With the layout of the concrete leveling machine 1, 

care must be taken with positioning equipment espe 
cially around the longitudinal attitude laser detector 105 
in the central area of the platform 3, to ensure that 
equipment does not prevent the beam L. from striking 
the longitudinal laser detector 105. 

If an electrical or mechanical inclinometer is used 
instead of the longitudinal attitude laser detector 105, 
this will solve the problem of equipment obstruction of 
the laser bean. Then the lateral attitude laser detectors 
29 can be used to detect lateral attitude and provide the 
necessary signals to operate the lateral attitude adjust 
ment mechanism 21 to level the leveling section 22, and 
a longitudinal attitude inclinometer can be used to pro 
vide an output signal for longitudinal attitude control, 
so that automatic level control of the leveling section 22 
can be accurately and simply achieved. 
By moving the concrete leveling machine over the 

surface of the concrete to be leveled with the level 
detectors maintained at a desired level position set by 
the reference laser beam, the surface of the concrete is 
brought to the desired level with a minimum amount of 
labor and reference level preparation, and the resulting 
surface is one that conforms accurately to the specified 
surface level. 
A problem that still remains with the leveling ma 

chine however occurs when turning the machine as it 
moves over the concrete. Due to the resistance to turn 
ing imposed by the sideways drag of the stabilizers on 
the concrete and the adhesion of the concrete to the 
under surface of the drive platform, a relatively large 
force is required to turn the machine. 
There are various methods to turn the machine such 

as lifting it manually and turning it, or using a special 
stand which lifts the machine and turns it. The manual 
method is appropriate for small machines but for heavy 
machines this method is impractical as many workers 
would be required. The use of a turning device is suit 
able for large machines, however it must be positioned 
correctly so that the machine does not fall over when 
being turned. Also it usually includes a drive mecha 
nism to turn a cradle supporting the machine and is 
consequently complicated, so that in the environment of 
concrete laying operations, much preventative mainte 
nance is necessary. 
With the present invention, the force to turn the ma 

chine is supplied by the drive to one wheel with the 
other wheel locked. However this force acts on the 
reinforcing rod laid in the concrete and tends to dis 
place and distort the rod from its laid position in the 
concrete. Generally the location of the rod in the con 
crete is quite critical to the final strength of the concrete 
and so any disturbance to the location is undesirable. To 
reduce this loading on the reinforcing rod when turn 
ing, the machine needs to be lifted. Often this necessi 
tates stopping the leveling machine and manual lifting. 
It is therefore an object of a fifth embodiment to pro 
vide a mechanical lifting device to lift the concrete 
leveling machine when turning and thereby reduce the 
loading applied to the reinforcing rod laid in the con 
Crete. 

This direction changing device will be explained with 
reference to FIG. 13 to FIG. 19 in which components 
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10 
similar to the other embodiments are given the same 
item numbers. As shown in FIG. 13, the direction 
changing device 200 consists of the wheels 5 and the 
wheel arms 6 with motors 8 attached, and underneath at 
a position directly beneath the center of an imaginary 
line between the centers of both wheels 5, is a support 
structure 201 (FIG. 14). The motors 8 are fitted with 
drive pulleys 9 which are connected to pulleys 7 fixed 
to the wheel axles 5a by belts 10 so as to transmit drive 
in either direction from the notors 8 to the respective 
wheels. As shown in FIG. 16 and FIG. 17, the support 
structure 201 consists of an open outer ring 203 with 
ribs 204 arranged appropriately on its inner circumfer 
ence. This support structure 201 is rotatably connected 
in the center region, by means of a bearing 209, to a 
vertical screw shaft 206 which threads into a thrust 
sieeve 208 of a support structure actuator 205 attached 
to the upper face of a platform 207. The support struc 
ture 201 is moved up and down by rotation of the thrust 
sleeve 208 and can rotate independent of the platform 
207 by way of the bearing 209, but moves together with 
the screw shaft 206 in the axial direction. An angular 
rotation detector 210 shown in FIG. 18 and FIG. 19 
consists of a roller 211 in contact with a circular track 
plate 212 attached to the upper face of the support 
structure 201 with the axle of the angular rotation de 
tector rigidly attached to a support collar 213 fixed to 
the lower end of the screw shaft 206. A cylindrical 
section of the roller 211 is connected by a belt 214 to a 
pulley on a shaft 215a of a rotation detector 215. De 
pending on rotation of the screw shaft 206, the roller 
211 moves around the track plate 212 and its rotation is 
transmitted t the rotation detector 25 through the belt 
214. The rotation detector 215 produces an output sig 
nal proportional to the amount of rotation and this is 
sent to the control unit 16. The rotation detector can be 
of a standard type such as a rotary encoder etc. type of 
positional detector. With this device fitted to the level 
ing machine, when both wheels 5 are turned by motors 
8 together, the leveling machine 1 moves in the direc 
tion of arrow Y1 (FIG. 13) and the leveling section 22 
is inclined at the correct angle to obtain the desired 
level of the concrete surface, and by operation of the 
leveling machine over the surface the concrete C1 is 
leveled. When it is necessary to change the direction, at 
first the wheels 5 are stopped and then by operation of 
the support structure actuator 205 in FIG. 16 and FIG. 
17 the support structure 201 is lowered to close to the 
level of the lower face of the stabilizers 14 to contact 
the rod R. By this operation the load of the leveling 
machine 1 is shared by the support structure 201, the 
wheels 5 and the stabilizers 14. Then one wheel is 
turned in one direction and the other in the opposite 
direction by motors 8 and by this operation the leveling 
machine 1 turns about the axis of the screw shaft 206 
with support structure 201 remaining stationary. 
At this time the angle turned by the leveling machine 

is detected by the rotation detector 215 (FIG. 19) from 
signals produced by rotation of the roller 211 on the 
track plate 212, and sent to the control unit 16. When 
the turned angle equals a set angle, the control unit 16 
sends a command to stop the motors 8 and the wheels 
stop turning. The support structure actuator 205 then 
operates to lift the support structure 201 to an upper 
limit to complete the turning operation. At this time the 
surface of the concrete C1 is damaged by the wheels 5 
and the stabilizers 14, but after completion of the turn 

Topp & Screed Ex. 1007 - Page 018 
Topp & Screed S.A. v. Somero Enterprises, Inc. 

IPR2024-00051 - U.S. Patent No.  8,038,366



5,129,803 
11 

ing operation, it is repaired by the leveling section 22 so 
there is no problem. 
From the above it is obvious that little manual effort 

is required in changing direction of the leveling ma 
chine, and also the leveling section does not need to be 
stopped during the operation thereby increasing work 
efficiency. 
Also while turning, since the load of the leveling 

machine 1 is shared between the support structure 201, 
the wheels 5 and the stabilizers 14, the problem of bal 
ance is solved, and disarrangement of the reinforcing 
rods accompanying wheel reversal is reduced. Also 
since the support structure 201 does not need a drive to 
rotate it the mechanism is simple and accordingly main 
tenance is very easy to perform. 

This direction change device 200 is not limited to one 
using a pair of wheels, and it is also possible to have 2 
pairs or more wheels. Also when the wheels 5 are 
turned in opposite directions, this is achieved by the 
motors 8 turning either clockwise or counter clockwise, 
however it is possible to have a drive with a reversing 
gear etc. instead, to reverse the rotation of the wheels. 
Also various support structiures 201 of different shapes 
and with different attachment methods etc. can be con 
sidered. 

Also, although this embodiment it is especially for a 
direction changing device of a concrete leveling ma 
chine 1, the direction changing device is not limited to 
this application. For example it could be used for a 
device for placing concrete or some other device for 
concrete work. 
FIGS. 20 to FIG.22 depict a fifth preferred embodi 

ment of the concrete leveling machine of this invention. 
The feature of the invention is that another stabilizers 
216, 217, 218, and 219 are used instead of the stabilizer 
14 shown in FIG. 1. 
In FIG. 20 and FIG. 21, linear guides 220 comprise 

rails 221 extending along the longitudinal direction of 
the concrete leveling machine, and sliders 222 and 223 
slidably engaged to the rails 221 through a bearing or a 
cylindrical roller bearing. Such linear guides 220 are 
supported by a vertical motion driving unit 224. This 
vertical motion driving unit 224 is described later. 
The bottom of sliders 222 and 223 are fixedly at 

tached to the top of the stabilizers 216, 217, 218, and 
219, respectively. Thus, the stabilizers 216, 217,218, and 
219 are moved along the rails 221. 

In addition, each top of the sliders 223 has a bracket 
225, the mounting face of which is positioned on the 
longitudinal axis of the rail 221, while each top of the 
rails 221 near the sliders 222 has a bracket 226. A resil 
ient member is also arranged on each of rails 221 be 
tween bracket 225 and bracket 226. This resilient mem 
ber comprises a piston 227 and an air-spring portion 228, 
in which the end of piston 227 is fixedly attached to the 
bracket 225 and the end of the air-spring portion 228 is 
fixedly attached to the bracket 226. Thus, each of stabi 
lizers 216, 217, 218, and 219 is normally urged to the 
traveling direction shown by the arrow. 
The vertical motion driving unit 224 supports each of 

the linear guides 220 by levers 229 and levers 230. These 
levers 229 and levers 230 are penetrated through open 
ings formed on a platform 239, in which the levers 229 
and levers 230 are arranged in two rows on each side of 
the platform 239 as shown in FIG. 21. One of each of 
the ends of the levers 229 and levers 230 is pivoted to 
brackets 231 and brackets 232 by pivots 233 and pivots 
234, respectively, in which each of the brackets 231 is 
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fixedly attached to the front side of the rail 221, while 
each of the brackets 232 is fixedly attached to the rear 
side of the rail 221. The other each end portion of the 
levers 229 and levers 230 is pivoted to brackets 235 and 
brackets 236 by pivots 237 and pivots 238, respectively, 
in which each of the brackets 235 is fixedly attached to 
the front side of platform 239, while each of the brack 
ets 236 is fixedly attached to the rear side of the plat 
form 239. With the levers 229, each roller 240 is rotat 
ably attached to the further other end of the levers 229, 
respectively. 

In FIG. 21, each of rollers 240 corresponds to cams 
241, each rotation axis of which is fixedly attached to a 
camshaft 243 by penetrating the camshaft 243 into each 
central opening thereof. The camshaft 243 is rotatably 
supported by brackets 242, one pair of which pivotally 
supports both ends of the camshaft 243, and the other 
pair supports the inside of the camshaft 243 so that two 
cams 241 are supported between a pair of brackets 242 
at both end portions of the cam shaft 243. Each of 
brackets 242 is fixedly attached to the front near both 
sides of the platform 239. In the middle position of the 
can shaft 243, an electric motor 244 is mounted to ro 
tate the camshaft 243, with camshaft 243 being con 
nected to a rotating shaft of the electric motor 244. 
At the rear end of the device as shown in FIG. 20, the 

outer end of the levers 230 have one end of a spring 245 
attached, the other end of which is attached to a bracket 
246 to urge the outer ends of the levers 230 toward the 
rear side of the platform 239. 
Thus, the actuation of the electric motor 244 rotates 

the camshaft 243 to rock the levers 229 and 230 about 
the pivots 237 and 238, respectively, then the stabilizers 
216, 217, 218, and 219 move up and down. This move 
ment of the stabilizers 216, 217, 218, and 219 is described 
later because the movement is associated with the trav 
eling of the concrete leveling machine. 
The movement timing of the stabilizers 216, 217, 218, 

and 219 can be adjusted by the location of the concave 
portions of the respective cams 241. For example, in 
FIG. 21, each concave portion of the outer cams 241 is 
set in the same phase, and that of the inner cams 241 is 
180° out of phase with respect to the outer cams 241. 
Accordingly, when the stabilizers 216 and 219 move 
upward, the stabilizers 217 and 218 move downward, 
respectively, by rotating the cams 241. 

Next, the operation of the stabilizers 216, 217, 218, 
and 219 is described by reference to FIG. 22. This FIG. 
22 shows that the stabilizers 216 and 217 move up and 
down with the traveling of the concrete leveling ma 
chine. FIG. 22(a) shows that each of the stabilizers 216 
and 217 is positioned at the down-most position, that is, 
each bottom portion thereof is in contact with the rods 
R which are covered by the concrete C1. At this time, 
the stabilizer 216 is positioned at the rear-most end 
position with respect to the platform 239 and held 
against the resilient force of the air-spring portion 228, 
while the stabilizer 217 is positioned at the front-most 
end position and urged by the resilient force. 
By actuating the electric motor 244 with the traveling 

of the concrete leveling machine, the cam shaft 243 
rotates the cam 241 to move stabilizer 216 upward as 
shown in FIG. 22(b). In FIG. 22), stabilizer 216 then 
moves downward after reaching to the up-most position 
and moves forward along the traveling direction of the 
concrete leveling machine. In FIG. 22(d), the stabilizer 
216 moves to the down-most position to contact the 
rods R. At the same time, the stabilizer 216 is pushed to 
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the front-most end position by the resilient force of the 
air-spring portion 228, while the stabilizer 217 is posi 
tioned at the rear-most end position and held against the 
resilient force of the air-spring portion 228. In FIG. 
22(e), the platform 239 is positioned directly above the 
stabilizers 216 and 217 due to the concrete leveling 
machine traveling forward. 

In the above-described movement of the stabilizers 
216 and 217, both stabilizers 216 and 217 do not slide on 
he rods R because of the friction between the stabilizer 
216 or 217 and the rods R. Furthermore, the sliders 222 
and 223, fixed to each of stabilizers 216 and 217, slide on 
the rails 221 with the resilient movement of the pistons 
227 with respect to the traveling of the concrete level 
ing machine. 

In FIG. 22(f) and FIG. 22(g), the stabilizer 217 is 
moved upward by rotating the cam 241. The stabilizer 
217 then moves downward after reaching the up-most 
position and moves forward along the traveling direc 
tion of the concrete leveling machine so that the stabi 
lizer 216 moves up and down as shown in FIG. 22(b) 
and FIG. 22(c). In FIG. 22(h), the stabilizer 217 then 
contacts the rods R and is positioned at the front-most 
end position by the resilient force of the air-spring por 
tion 228, while the stabilizer 216 is positioned at the 
rear-most end position against the resilient force of the 
air-spring portion 228. In other words, the stabilizers 
216 and 217 return to the initial position as shown in 
FIG. 22(a). The above has been described for the stabi 
lizers 216 and 217, however, since the stabilizers 218 
and 219 nove similarly to the stabilizers 216 and 217, 
the description of their operation is omitted for the sake 
of simplicity. 

Accordingly, when the concrete leveling machine 
moves on the rods R in combination with the sliding 
novement between the rails 221, and the sliders 222 and 
223 fixed to the stabilizers 216, 217, 218, and 219, the 
stabilizers 216, 217, 218, and 219 do not slide on the rails 
221, so that the torque for rotating wheel 1 can be re 
duced in the traveling of the concrete leveling machine. 
Furthermore, to pass obstacles such as a conduit, a stud, 
and like, the concrete leveling machine can be steered 
so that the path of the stabilizers 216, 217, 218, and 219 
clears the obstacles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A concrete leveling machine for leveling a surface 

of laid concrete comprising: 
a leveling unit having an adjustable inclination, for 

leveling the surface of said laid concrete; 
a control means for adjusting the inclination of the 

leveling unit to a desired level for the surface of 
said laid concrete; 

a main platform; 
a plurality of wheels arranged on each side of a center 

line of said main platform; 
a wheel support to allow said wheels to move inde 
pendent of said main platform and maintain a con 
stant vertical load on said wheels; 

a drive motor and transmission for rotating each 
wheel so as to move said concrete leveling machine 
over the surface of said laid concrete while the 
leveling unit levels the surface of the concrete; and 

stabilizers connected to and arranged underneath said 
main platform and on each side of said center line 
of the main platform; 

wherein said main platform includes means for lifting 
said concrete leveling machine to facilitate turning 
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14 
said concrete leveling machine by differential rota 
tion of said wheels. 

2. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 1 
wherein a plurality of reinforcing rods are laid in the 
concrete, and said wheels have an outer track to grip 
the reinforcing rods. 

3. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 
wherein said lifting means comprises: 

a lifting platform which is supported so as to rotate 
independent of said main platform; and 

a lifting actuator which lowers and raises said lifting 
platform. 

4. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 1 
wherein the said leveling unit comprises: 

a first auger positioned transverse to a direction of 
motion of said concrete leveling machine; 

an auger motor for rotating said auger; and 
a tamper unit positioned behind said leveling unit; 
said auger comprises a left and a right hand screw 

connected together so that rotation of said auger 
by said auger motor moves concrete from outer 
ends of said auger to a central area thereof. 

5. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 4 
wherein said leveling unit further comprises: 

a return flow auger comprising a left hand return 
flow screw and a right hand return flow screw, 
both of the return flow screws being positioned 
behind the first auger; and 

first and second return flow auger motors respec 
tively connected to the left hand and right hand 
return screws, to rotate the return flow screws to 
move concrete from a central area of the return 
flow auger to a position in front of and near outer 
ends of said return flow auger. 

6. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 5 
wherein each of said return flow screws includes a strip 
of material to mix concrete as the concrete moves from 
the central area of said return flow auger screw to the 
outer ends thereof. 

7. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 1 
wherein: 

the leveling unit has an adjustable inclination in a 
longitudinal direction; 

the leveling unit includes a first, longitudinal attach 
ment means for controlling the longitudinal incli 
nation of the leveling unit; and 

said control means includes a longitudinal attitude 
laser detector connected to the leveling unit to 
detect the longitudinal inclination thereof. 

8. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 7 
wherein the leveling machine is supported for nove 
ment in a given direction, and the leveling unit is sup 
ported for rotation about an axis transverse to said given 
direction. 

9. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a plurality of additional stabilizers arranged along a 
traveling direction of said concrete leveling ma 
chine and supported to move backward and for 
ward along the traveling direction thereof; 

a vertical motion driving unit for moving said addi 
tional stabilizers up and down in combination with 
the backward and forward movement; and 

a resilient member for urging said additional stabiliz 
ers in the traveling direction of said concrete level 
ing machine, wherein at least one of said additional 
stabilizers supports the concrete leveling machine 
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as the concrete leveling machine noves down onto 
said laid concrete. 

10. A concrete leveling machine for leveling a surface 
of laid concrete comprising: 

a leveling unit having adjustable longitudinal and 5 
lateral attitudes, for leveling the surface of said laid 
concrete, and including 

i) first and second ends, each of said ends having an 
adjustable height, 

ii) first attachment means for adjusting said lateral 10 
attitude by adjustment of the height of each end of 
the leveling unit, and 

iii) a second longitudinal attachment means for con 
trolling the longitudinal attitude of the leveling 
unit, 

wherein the first attachment supports the leveling 
unit; 

a control means for adjusting the lateral and longitu 
dinal attitude of the leveling unit to a desired level 
for the surface of said laid concrete, and including 

i) a reference laser transmitter positioned near an area 
to be leveled, 

ii) a level laser detector connected to said leveling 
unit to detect any difference in level between said 
leveling unit and a level set by said laser transmit 
ter, 

iii) a first control unit to convert a signal from said 
level laser detector to an appropriate signal to op 
erate said first attachment means and to change the 
height of each end of said leveling unit to produce 
a desired surface level, 

iv) a longitudinal attitude laser detector connected to 
the leveling unit to detect the longitudinal attitude 
thereof, and 

v) a second control unit to convert a signal from said 
longitudinal attitude laser detector to an appropri 
ate signal to drive said second, longitudinal attach 
ment means to change the attitude of said leveling 
unit in a longitudinal plane; 

a main platform; 
a plurality of wheels arranged on each side of a center 

line of said main platform; 
a wheel support to allow said wheels to move inde 

pendent of said main platform and maintain a con 
stant vertical load on said wheels; 

a drive motor and transmission for rotating each 
wheel so as to move said concrete leveling machine 
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over the surface of said laid concrete while the 
leveling unit levels the surface of the concrete; and 

stabilizers connected to and arranged underneath said 
main platform and on each side of said center line 
of the main platform. 

11. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 
10, wherein said first attachment means includes a verti 
cal screw, a vertical screw driving actuator fixed to a 
side of said main platform, and a nut fixed to said level 
ing unit and threaded on said vertical screw, so that, by 
rotation of said vertical screw by said vertical screw 
driving actuator, the height of each end of said leveling 
unit can be changed. 

12. A concrete leveling machine according to claim 
10, wherein said second longitudinal attachment means 
includes a vertical screw, a vertical screw driving actu 
ator fixed to a side of said main platform, and a nut fixed 
to said leveling unit and threaded on said vertical screw, 
so that, by rotation of said vertical screw by said verti 
cal screw driving actuator the attitude of said leveling 
unit in a longitudinal plane can be changed. 

13. A concrete leveling machine for leveling a surface 
of concrete laid over a multitude of regularly spaced 
reinforcing rods, comprising: 
a leveling unit having an adjustable inclination, for 

leveling the surface of said laid concrete; 
a control means for adjusting the inclination of the 

leveling unit to a desired level for the surface of 
said laid concrete; 

a main platform; 
a plurality of wheel arranged on each side of a center 

line to said main platform; 
a wheel support to allow said wheels to move inde 

pendent of said main platform and maintain a con 
stant vertical load on said wheels; 

a drive motor and transmission for rotating each 
wheel so as to move said concrete leveling machine 
over the surface of said laid concrete while the 
leveling unit levels the surface of the concrete; and 

stabilizers connected to and arranged underneath said 
main platform and on each side of said center line 
of the main platform; 

wherein each of the wheels includes a multitude of 
peripheral, protruding teeth to grip the spaced 
reinforcing rods to facilitate rotating the wheels 
thereover, so that the wheels can rotate and run on 
the laid concrete. 

x x . . 
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corrected as shown below: 

Column l, line 68: "he" should read as --the-- 

Column 4 line 24 : "s" should read as -- so -- 

Column 4 line 36: "o" should read as --on-- 

Column 7 lines 3 & 5: "Ieveling" should read 
as --leveling-- 

Column lo line 34: "t" should read as -- to-- 

Column l3, line l. O: "he" should read as --the-- 

Column ls, line l6, Claim lO : "attachment 

supports" should read as --attachment means support-- 

Signed and Sealed this 
Fifth Day of October, 1993 

Attest: (a (eam 
BRUCE LEHMAN 

Attesting Officer Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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