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4

lateral - adjective

lat-er-al 'la-ta-ral «) also ‘'la-trel

Synonyms of lateral >

1 :oforrelating to the side
a lateral view

2 :situated on, directed toward, or coming from the side
the lateral branches of a tree

3 :extending from side to side
the lateral axis of an airplane

4 phonetics : produced with passage of breath around the side of a constriction

formed with the tongue
\\ is /ateral

adverb

lateral 20f3 noun

1 :abranch from the main part (as in an irrigation or electrical system)

2 :apassinfootball thrown parallel to the line of scrimmage or in a direction away
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: to throw a lateral

Ad removed. Details

Lateral shows up in all kinds of contexts. A lateral job change is one that keeps you
at about the same job level and salary. A coach might have special drills to improve
his players' lateral speed and agility. The British speak of "lateral thinking", thinking
that grabs ideas that may not seem to be relevant but turn out to work well—what
we might call "thinking outside the box". But we know /ateral best from football. A
lateral pass is a pass of the ball between teammates that usually goes to the side
and slightly backward from the direction in which they're advancing; unlike a
forward pass, a lateral may be made from any position, and any number may be
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Adjective

the lateral force of an earthquake

from the lateral view you can see how thick the wall really is

Recent Examples on the Web

Adjective
So offensive coordinator Mike Kafka seemingly was prevented from making a lateral
move to Seattle only to lose play-calling duties.

Pat Leonard, New York Daily News, 15 July 2024

That, as much as anything, would make the case for making lateral moves, late this
summer, if the Heat discovers no realistic way to augment its roster.

Barry Jackson, Miami Herald, 1 July 2024

Noun

The lateral is now scheduled to reopen during the week of September 9, according to
ODOT.
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before UAB put together a strong drive into Louisiana Tech territory that ended with

Williamson grabbing his second pick of the game and lateral it to Khalil Ladler for an
80-yard touchdown return.

Evan Dudley, a/, 1 Nov. 2020

By all accounts, there were no orders from Bill Belichick or Matt Patricia to lateral the
ball and try to create a scoring play.

Ben Volin, BostonGlobe.com, 22 Dec. 2022

See all Example Sentences for lateral

These examples are programmatically compiled from various online sources to illustrate current
usage of the word 'lateral." Any opinions expressed in the examples do not represent those of

Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback about these examples.
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TR TR

15th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Noun
1578, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Verb
1930, in the meaning defined above

Time Traveler

The first known use of /lateral was in the 15th century

See more words from the same century

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis lateral bud
lateral line lateral thinking
laterad

lateral

lateral bud
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lateral - adjective

lat-er-al 'lat-a-ral=) ) ‘la-tral

1 :oforrelating to the side : located on, directed toward, or coming from the side

2 :being a part of the boundary of a solid in geometry that is not a base or
completely included in a base
a lateral edge of a prism
a lateral face

-& adverb
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lateral adjective

lat-er-al 'lat-o-ral, 'la-tral «))

: of or relating to the side

especially, of a body part :lying at or extending toward the right or left side : lying
away from the median axis of the body

the lungs are lateral to the heart

the lateral branch of the axillary artery
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advanced search—ad free!

FORCEMOS EX. 2019, Pg. 8
Inergy v ForceMOS, IPR2024-00093

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lateral 8/13


http://www.nglish.com/spanish/lateral
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/lateral
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/lateral
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/lateral
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/lateral
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/lateral
https://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/331476/lateral
https://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/331476/lateral
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/subscriber/register/p1?refc=INLINE_DEF_MWU
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/

9/12/24, 4:35 PM Lateral Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

Merriam-
Webster

verb 3 Did you know? Synonyms Example Sentences Word History Phras

%Q
\ ebster J/

WORD OF THE DAY

4

fraternize @

See Definitions and Examples »

Get Word of the Day daily email!

Your email address

Plural and Possessive Names: A Guide

31 Useful Rhetorical Devices

FORCEMOS EX. 2019, Pg. 9
Inergy v ForceMOS, IPR2024-00093

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lateral 9/13


https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lateral?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=f&file=frater05
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/what-happens-to-names-when-we-make-them-plural-or-possessive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/rhetorical-devices-list-examples
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/more-commonly-misspelled-words
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/

9/12/24, 4:35 PM Lateral Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

Merriam-
Webster

verb 3 Did you know? Synonyms Example Sentences Word History Phras

>
ADRSETNIL LELLETS 111dl ATre nedrua Anyway

How to Use Accents and Diacritical Marks

( ]

8 Words for Lesser-Known Musical Instruments

It's a Scorcher! Words for the Summer Heat

7 Shakespearean Insults to Make Life More Interesting

FORCEMOS EX. 2019, Pg. 10
Inergy v ForceMOS, IPR2024-00093

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lateral 10/13


https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/more-commonly-misspelled-words
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/letters-that-are-not-seen-but-are-heard-in-words
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/how-to-use-and-understand-diacritics-diacritical-marks
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/obscure-musical-instrument-words
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/summer-words-for-hot-weather
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/shakespeare-insults
https://www.merriam-webster.com/

9/12/24, 4:35 PM Lateral Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

Merriam-
Webster

verb 3 Did you know? Synonyms Example Sentences Word History Phras

>
1U vWWOras IroIrm 1aylior SWwWiit S0r1gs (IvVierridir > versiorn)

9 Superb Owl Words

( See All ]

Quordle Blossom Word Game
Can you solve 4 words at once? Pick the best words!

FORCEMOS EX. 2019, Pg. 11
Inergy v ForceMOS, IPR2024-00093

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lateral 11/13


https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/taylor-swift-words
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/9-superb-owl-words
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/

9/12/24, 4:35 PM Lateral Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

Merriam-
Webster

verb 3 Did you know? Synonyms Example Sentences Word History Phras
>
Missing Lelter Farm Idioms Quiz
A daily crossword with a twist If you've got a pig in a poke - what
exactly is a...

Help | About Us | Advertising Info | Contact Us | Diversity | Privacy Policy |
Terms of Use

© 2024 Merriam-Webster, Incorporated

FORCEMOS EX. 2019, Pg. 12
Inergy v ForceMOS, IPR2024-00093

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lateral 12/13


https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/farm-words
https://www.merriam-webster.com/help
https://www.merriam-webster.com/help
https://www.merriam-webster.com/about-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/about-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/advertising
https://www.merriam-webster.com/advertising
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us
https://corporate.britannica.com/diversity
https://corporate.britannica.com/diversity
https://www.merriam-webster.com/privacy-policy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/privacy-policy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/terms-of-use
https://www.merriam-webster.com/

9/12/24, 4:35 PM Lateral Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

Merriam-
Webster

verb 3 Did you know? Synonyms Example Sentences Word History Phras

4

FORCEMOS EX. 2019, Pg. 13
Inergy v ForceMOS, IPR2024-00093

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lateral 13/13


https://www.merriam-webster.com/



