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Company Hopes Amphibian Unit Will Be Game "
Changer in Emergency Response NEE——

by BRIAN TROMPETER, Staff Writer Feb 9, 2012
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Forget laboriously maneuvering trailer-carried rescue boats onto launch ramps to get them in the water.

Officials from Gibbs Amphibians on Feb. 7 unveiled the Phibian, a 30-foot-long boat with retractable wheels Spain's flood-hit
that can be driven on roads at highway speeds and achieve 30 mph on water. Switching between those
vastly different operating areas takes less than 20 seconds.

“I know that the term ‘game-changing’ is extremely overused in connection with technology
announcements, but the Phibian here truly has potential to revolutionize commercial transport options,”
said Neil Jenkins, chairman of Gibbs Technologies. “It'll change - forever really - how local, regional and

national units of the government and [non-governmental organizations] approach emergency-response,
law-enforcement and rescue operations.”
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Company officials demonstrated the amphibious craft at Columbia Island Marina in Arlington, located within L S 20Ce s

view of the Pentagon. This was no coincidence, as the Phibian could be used for military applications as well
has transport, rescue and disaster-relief missions.

Operators guided the Phibian up and down the boat launch easily and took spectators, who signed waivers
first, out for brief cruises on the nearby Potomac River
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New Zealand entrepreneur Alan Gibbs founded the company in 1996 after having difficulties using boats in
a shallow harbor where the tide went out a long way, Jenkins said.

Gibbs searched in the United Kingdom and United States to obtain the right people and technologies, he
said.

“The team that's been assembled over 15 years encompasses the creativity of the Kiwis and the ingenuity of
the Brits and the industry of the USA,” Jenkins said.

The company, based in Auburn Hills, Mich., has spent more than $200 million developing its products,
dedicated more than 2 million hours’ worth of engineering time to those efforts and patented more than
100 inventions.
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Besides solving the technical challenges of high-speed amphibious craft, the company also faced the
discipline of turning them into real products, Jenkins said. Gibbs has produced eight distinctly different
products since the company’s founding, he said.

Recent natural disasters, such as Hurricane Katrina, the tsunami in Japan and flooding in Australia,
demonstrate the need for such vehicles, Jenkins said.

The Phibian, which is 8.3 feet wide and about 12 feet tall, is constructed largely from strong, lightweight
carbon fiber and can carry up to three crew members and 12 passengers. Only one person is needed to
operate the vehicle, which has a ground clearance of 14 inches, said Orest Ukrainsky, vice president of sales
and manufacturing-commercial.

While seemingly top-heavy to the casual observer, the vehicle is designed to be hard to capsize, he said. The
vehicle is propelled in the water by twin water jets and is designed to be effective in shallow depths, officials
said. The Phibian’s tires retract up out of the water to reduce drag.
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Besides drastically reducing the time needed to place the vehicle in the water, the Phibian eliminates the
need for separate boats and trailers, company officials said.

The Phibian on display was a prototype and company officials hope to begin production soon. Prices for the
vehicles, which can be customized for different users, will be set this summer, Ukrainsky said.

While the company will market the Phibian to emergency-response, law-enforcement and military clients,
the vehicle also could be ideal to transport equipment for offshore industry, he said.

A 20-foot-long amphibious vehicle, the Humdinga, also will be offered by Gibbs and is designed for
operations on rough terrain in remote locations, officials said.

Impressive as the Phibian’s demonstration was, another Gibbs product captured the fascination of civilians
present. The Aquada, which looks like a wide, tall, convertible sports car, can achieve 100 mph on land and
30 mph on water.

The vehicle, which draws allusions to the Roger Moore’s submersible Lotus Esprit in “The Spy Who Loved
Me,” has three seats in front, with the driver’s positioned in the middle for balance.

“It's probably the only vehicle with a bilge pump and a stereo system,” Ukrainsky said.

(Click on the video below for more on this story.)
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