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108 counter-free machine

counter-free machine A sequential machine that cannot count modulo any integer
greater than 1.

countermeasures set A complete electronic set specifically designed to provide fa-
cilities for intercepting and analyzing electromagnetic energy propagated by trans-

mitter and to provide a source of radio-frequency signals which deprive the enemy
of effective use of his electronic equipment.

counterpoise A system of wires or other conductors that is elevated above and in-

sulated from the ground to form a lower system of conductors for an antenna. Also
known as antenna counterpoise.

counter tube An electron tube having one signal-input electrode and 10 or more
output electrodes, with each input pulse serving to transfer conduction sequentially

to the next output electrode; beam-switching tubes and cold-cathode counter tubes
are examples.

counting circuit A circuit that counts pulses by frequency-dividing techniques, by
charging a capacitor in such a way as to produce a voltage proportional to the pulse
count, or by other means. Also known as counter circuit.

counting-down circuit See frequency divider.
counting rate-voltage characteristic See plateau characteristic.

couple 1. Two metals placed in contact, as in a thermocouple. 2. To connect two
circuits so signals are transferred from one to the other.

coupled circuits Two or more electric circuits so arranged that energy can transfer
electrically or magnetically from one to another.

coupled transistors Transistors connected in series by transformers or resistance-
capacitance networks, in much the same manner as electron tubes.

coupler A component used to transfer energy from one circuit to another.

coupling 1. A mutual relation between two circuits that permits energy transfer from
one to another, through a wire, resistor, transformer, capacitor, or other device.
2. A hardware device used to make a temporary connection between two wires.

coupling capacitor A capacitor used to block the flow of direct current while allowing
alternating or signal current to pass; widely used for joining two circuits or stages.
Also known as blocking capacitor; stopping capacitor.

coupling coefficient The ratio of the maximum change in energy of an electron

traversing an interaction space to the product of the peak alternating gap voltage
and the electronic charge. :

course programmer An item which initiates and processes signals in a manner to
establish a vehicle in which it is installed along one or more projected courses.

CPE See computer performance evaluation.

C power supply A device connected in the circuit between the cathode and grid of
a vacuum tube to apply grid bias.

CPU See central processing unit.
crash See abend.

crater lamp A glow-discharge tube used as a point source of light whose brightness

is proportional to the signal current sent through the tube; used for photographic
recording of facsimile signals.
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