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Could This New App, Debuting at Techshow, Become the
Uber of Law?

By Robert Ambrogi on March 15, 2016
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Debuting at ABA Techshow this week is a new iOS app that will allow consumers
to locate an available attorney and connect with him or her instantly by video, in
much the same way that someone can hail a ride on demand using the app Uber.

As of this writing, the app, which is tentatively named 1Law, was awaiting final
approval from Apple to be included in the app store. The app’s developer, A. Jason
Velez, hoped that the app would be available in the app store by the start of
Techshow.

I was able to see a beta version using TestFlight, Apple’s beta testing platform for
apps in development, and to talk about its development with Velez, a personal injury
lawyer in California whose firm also operates under the name 1Law.

“My app is in the on-demand service space, like Uber for lawyers,” says Velez.
“Touch the app and communicate with the attorney in real time, live.”

How it Works

When a consumer first installs the app, he or she is prompted to create a login and
simple profile, either by connecting to a social network such as Facebook or using an
email address.

Once the user logs in, the app shows a map of the user’s location. If a lawyer who is
part of the system is in the vicinity, the lawyer will show up as an icon depicting the
number one. Blue icons indicate lawyers who are available at that moment. Grey
icons indicate lawyers who are part of the system but not currently available.

Users can choose a particular area of law to narrow the displayed icons to only
lawyers who handle that area.

By clicking on the icon, the user sees the lawyer’s profile, describing the lawyer’s
practice. If the user wants to go forward and contact the lawyer, he or she taps the
call button under the profile.
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Jason Velez

A. Jason Velez is the founding partner and creator of
1LAW®, a culmination of his lifelong efforts to
provide compassionate, accessible legal services in
a modern environment. TLAW began as a thriving
practice based in his hometown of St. George, Utah,
and has since expanded to provide representation to
clients in Utah and Nevada, with offices in Arizona
and California on the horizon.

Velez is an alumnus of the University of California,
San Diego, and the University of Utah College of Law,
and was admitted to the Utah State Bar in 2001. He
also completed international studies at the
Universidad de Chile, where he expanded his
expertise in a range of international issues, ranging

. call

The lawyer sees the call coming in, displaying the caller’s name and profile. The

lawyer can either deny or accept the call. If the attorney accepts, the two are
connected into a video call. If the lawyer denies the call, the user can try a different
lawyer. (The app uses Twilio as its video platform.)

How Will it Be Used

“We believe this service has broad-based application to the legal aid societies as well
as a relationship development device for attorneys,” Velez says.

His plan is to develop a network of lawyers to participate in the service. Although he
was still working out the details when we spoke, he anticipated that he would offer
lawyers some period of a free trial and then charge on a subscription basis for their
participation.

He foresees the app being used to answer quick and simple legal questions at no
charge. The incentive for attorneys to participate is to establish relationships with
users that could then lead to fee-generating services and referrals.

He also sees the app as being useful to legal services organizations in providing
quick legal help and legal triage to low-income clients, especially those who may be
unable to get into an office for geographic or physical reasons.
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So could this app become the Uber of law? No doubt, access to on-demand legal
advice, especially at no cost, will be attractive to many consumers. The bigger
question will be whether attorneys will participate and to what extent. My guess is
they will and that the app will also find a place in the pro bono community.

Meanwhile, watch for it to appear in the app store. And if you are attending
Techshow, be sure to look for 1Law there.

Bob Ambrogi

Bob is a lawyer, veteran legal journalist, and award-winning
blogger and podcaster. In 2011, he was named to the inaugural
Fastcase 50, honoring “the law’s smartest, most courageous
innovators, techies, visionaries and leaders.” Earlier in his
career, he was editor-in-chief of several legal publications,
including The National Law Journal, and editorial director of
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ROBERT J. AMBROGI

Bob Ambrogi is a lawyer and journalist who has been writing and speaking about legal
technology and innovation for more than two decades. He writes the award-winning blog
LawsSites, is a columnist for Above the Law, hosts the podcast about legal innovation,
LawNext, and hosts the weekly legal tech journalists' roundtable, Legaltech Week.

Read More....
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Clio Goes All Out with Major Product Announcements, Including A Personal
Injury Add-On, E-Filing, and (Of Course) Generative Al

RIP Michael Mills, Legal Tech Visionary and Innovator

LawSites

By: Robert Ambrogi

Disclaimer | Privacy Policy

f ¥ in N

ABOUT LAW SITES
LawsSites is a blog covering legal technology and innovation. It is written by Robert Ambrogi, a
lawyer and journalist who has been writing and speaking about legal technology, legal practice
and legal ethics for more than two decades.
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