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> rson or thing, anguages having d
g:n ptewo Ty Gmmf ‘laltlfl_e plural number Zg thl;axl)l:xlg:lﬂ;gr' mt}re
pd 3 AWOE o) . 1 th s
|-ism (ploor’s liz'am) n. e quality o iti i
p']'f;rr:l or of existing in more than one partt?' nrrfsgr?)mglzﬂeol‘;otﬁ}:g
"ne person of more than one office or church benefice at the
o time 3 a) the existence within a nation or society of -
ame B in ethnic origin, cultural patterns, religion, or the ll: e
ae poli of favoring the preservation of such groups within .
ne) m;_tloﬂ or society 4 t{’hl‘lgs. t!'le theory that rea?ity is t:om‘3
of 8 cipl

of. DUALISM MONTSM pluraliston. o
< of. A —plu’ral| s
stances: L ealis”ti-cally adv. il 89
" ality (ploo ral’s t8) n., pl. -ties IME pluralite < MFr i
P(“i‘[r‘aplumlltasl 1 the congtlon of being plural or<numer")ol::;alzug
-+ number; multitude 3 a) the holding of two or more church
efices at the same time b) any of the benefices so held #4 the
 mber of votes in an election that the leading candidate obtains
aui e next highest candidate [if candidate A gets 65 votes, B
C gets 35, then A has a plurality of 25] 5 MAJORITY

, or sub-
—plu'ral-is’-tic

‘sense 1 x
.ize (ploor’s liz)) vt., vi. -ized', -iz"ing [Fr i
plu'aeI or become plural in form or number —glu’rall?zl:"rglgfle;]. 2
Wfralizer n. .
ol rally (ploor’a 1¢) adv. in the plural number or in a plural sense

pluralism / pneumectomy
f:{;zutos, wealth: see PLUTOC-
t]

1109

Plu-tus (ploot’ss) n. [L < Gr Ploutos <
RACY] Gr. Myth. the blind god of wea
plu-vial (ploo’vé ol) adj. [L pluvialis < pluvia, rain < IE *pleu-, to
flow, pour < base *pel-, to pour, fill > FULL', L pluere] 1 a) of or
having to do with rain b) having much rain 2 Geol. formed by the
action of rain
plu-vi-om-eter (pla'vé &m’st or) n. [< L pluvia, rain (see prec.) +
"METER] RAIN GAUGE —plu*-vio-met’ric (-o me’trik) adj. —plu"vi-
om’-etry n.
plu-vi-ose (ploo’vé os') adj. [L pluviosus < pluvia: see PLUVIAL]
characterized by much rain; rainy: also plu”vi-ous (-a8) —plu"vi-
os” ity (-#ss t&) n.
ply! (pli) vt. plied, ply”ing [ME plien < OFr plier < L plicare, to fold
<'IE base *plek-, to entwine > FLAX] [Now Rare] to bend, twist,
fold, or mold —vi. [Obs.] to bend or submit —n., pl. plies [MFr pli <
the v.] 1 a single thickness, fold, or layer, as of doubled cloth,
plywood, etc. 2 one of the twisted strands in rope, yarn, ete. 3a)
the state of being bent or twisted b) bias or inclination —adj.
having (a specifi number of) layers, thicknesses, or strands: usu-
ally in hyphenated compounds /three-ply]
ply? (pli) vt. plied, ply"ing [ME plien, aphetic for applien, APPLY]
1 to do work witi); wield or use (a tool, faculty, etc.), esp. with
energy 2 to work at (a trade) 3 to address (someone) urgently and
tly (with ti etc.) 4 to keep supplying (with gifts,

- (ploor’i, -0) [L < plus (gen. pluris), several: see P bi
%ﬂfa(pse'veralor!:kﬂ,wl e LUS]
.ax-ial (ploor'é ak’sé el) adj. [prec. + AXIAL] Bot. havi -
Pluﬂues; gpecif.,[}x‘awng ﬂovlvl‘e:ri c;n secondary shoots R
Jus) prep. [L, more < 'pléyos, compar. of *pelu-
plus (p1US) PEE 11”1 added to /2 plus 2 equals 4] zpifme'al;':ddi;
in addition to [salary plus bonus] 3 [Informal] with the addition of
[he returned wiser and plus $300/ —adj. 1 indicating or involving
addition (2 plus sif 2 positive [a plus quantity/ 3 somewhat
higher than [a grade of B plus] 4 involving extra gain or advan-
tage [plus sales, a plus factor/ 5 [Informall and more [she has
ality plus/ 6 Bot. designating one of two strains of certain
i and e which only mate with the opposite (minus) strain
g"‘[nslec. POSITIVE [the plus terminal] —adv., conj. ‘ormal] in
addition; moreover; and [we have the time, plus we have the
money] —., pl. plus’es or plus”ses, 1 a plus sign 2 an added or
fnvurab]cehquanmy ;)r t.hx'nit 3[ a p%mtwe ;;'uantity
lus ange, plus c'est la méme chose (plii sa shinzh’, plia
L se u‘;e:m shoz’) fl‘\', lit., the more it changes, the more it is ghe
same thing] the more thir ge, the more they stay the same
plus fours [orig. a tailoring term indicating an added four inches
of material for overlap below the knee] loose knickerbockers worn,
esp. formerly, for active sports
plush (plush) n. [Fr pluche < peluche < OFr peluchier, to pluck <
VL ‘p.&ccam‘ : see PLUCK] a fabric with a soft, thick, deep pile —
adj. 1 of or made of plush 2 [Informal] luxurious, as in furnish-

ings

plushy (plush’é) adj. plush’i-er, plush’i-est 1 of or like plush #2
[InfonuaY] luxurious; plush —plush’i-ly adv. —plush’i-ness n.
plus sign the sign (+) indicating addition or positive quantity
plus size any of a series of sizes in women’s garments for full

Plu-tarch (ploo’tark)) A.D. 46?-120% Gr. biographer & historian
plu-teus (ploot’é os) n., fl' -tei’ (") [ModL < L, shelf, backrest (<
IE *plouto-, structure of boards > ON fleythr, rafter): from bein,
shaped like a painter’s easell Zool. the free-swimming, ciliated,
larval stage of sea ins and brittle stars, characterized by elon-
gated, slender arms
Pluto (pl&t’s) n. [L < Gr Plouton < ploutos, wealth: see fol.l 1Gr.
& Rom. Myth. the god ruling over the lower world: also called
Hades by the Greeks and Dis or Orcus by the Romans 2 the small-
est planet of the solar system and the ninth in aver distance
from the sun: diameter, c. 2,270 km (c, 1,410 mi); period of revolu-
mc- 24859 earth years; period of rotation (retrograde), 6.39
days; one satellite; symbol, B
plutoc-racy (pl® tdk’ro sé) n.,
ploutos, wealth, akin to plein, to float, swim (< base *pel- >
FULLY) + kratein, to rule] 1 government by the wealthy 2 a group
of wealthy peopie who control or influence a government
pluto-crat (ploot’s krat) n. [< Gr ploutos, wealth (see prec.) +
CRAT] 1 a member of a wealthy ruling class 2 a person whose
wealth is the source of control or great influence —pluto-crat'ic
adj. —plu*to-crat’i-cally adv.
Ipilu-ton (ploo’tén’) n. Geol. a mass of intrusive igneous rock
lu-to-nian (ploo t6'né on) ad. [L Plutonius < Gr Ploutanios] of or
P uto or the infernal regions
u-tonic (ploo tan’ik) ad). [< L Pluto (gen. Plutonis) + -1l 1
PLUTONIAN 2 [p-] Geol. formed at great depth by intense heat and
Pressure: said of rock, esp. intrusive igneous rock, that is typically
ﬁp"l"amezmned and granitelike
Uto-nium (ploo t6'né om) n. [ModL, after PLUTO (planet) + -TUM:
SEABORG, E. MCMILLAN, A. C. Wahl

1. --cies IGr loutokratia <

ith q

food, drink, etc.) 5 to sail regularly back and forth across [boats

ply the channel/ —vi. 1 to keep busy or work (at something or with

a tool, etc.) 2 to travel regularly (between places): said of ships,

buses, etc. 3 [Old Poet.] to steer a course —SYN. HANDLE

.mouth (plim’sth) 1 seaport in Devonshire, SW England, on

e English Channel: county district pop. 243,000 2 [after the
English sea] town on the SE coast of Mass.: settled by the
Pilgrims (1620) as the 1lst per t colonial settlement (Ply-
mouth Colony) in New England: pop. 52,000

#Plymouth Rock! [after fol.] any of a breed of domestic chicken
with white or gray, barred plumage: formerly ;aised esp. for its
eggs and meat, now usually kept for crossbreeding .
Pl{mouth Rock? boulder at Plymouth, Mass., where the Pilgrims
who sailed on the Mayflower are said to have landed in 1620

+ woop'] a construction material

lued and pressed together, usually

ply-wood (pli'wood) n. [PLY!
made of thin layers of wood
with their grains at right es to one another
Plzei (pul’zen yo) city in W Czech Republic: pop. 172,000
pm abbrev. 1 phase modulation 2 postmortem: also p.m. 3 pre-
mium
Pm Chem. symbol for promethium
PM abbrev. 1 [L post meridiem] after noon: used to designate the
time from noon to midnight: also P.M. or p.m. or pm 2 Past Master
3 Paymaster 4 Police Magistrate 5 P ter 6 Prime M
7 Provost Marshal
PMG abbrev. 1 Paymaster General 2 Postmaster General
pmk abbrev. postmark
PMS abbrev. PREMENSTRUAL SYNDROME
P/N, PN, p/n, or pn abbrev. promissory note
pneulm- (noom, nydom) combining form PNEUMO-: used before a
vowe
pneuma (n%’me, ny3’-) n. [Gr < pnein, to breathe < IE echoic
base *pneu-, to wixeeze, breathe > OE fneosan, to SNEEZE] the soul
or spirit
pneu-matic (n% mat'ik, nydo-) adj.
tikos < pneuma, breath: see prec.] 1 of or containing wind, air, or
s 2 a) filled with compressed air [pneumatic tire] b) ‘worked
g compressed air [pneumatic dril] 3 [Informal] having a full,
shay eLZ' figure; often, specif., having large breasts: said of a woman
4 Theol, having to do with the spirit or soul 5 Zool. having hollows
filled with air, as certain bones in birds —pneu-mat’i-cally adv.
pneu-mat:ics (-iks) n. the branch of physics that deals with the
‘mechanical properties of air and other gases
pneumato- (n®'me t3, -ta; ny®’-; nd® mat’s, -9; nyoo-) I< Gr
pneuma (gen. pneumatos), air, spirit, breath < pnein: see PNE
combining /'orm 1 the presence of air or vapor [pneumatolysis] 2
breathing [pneumatometer] 3 spirit [pneumatology]
pneu-ma-tol-ogy (n&'ma til’s j&, nyd-) n. [prec. + -LOGY] Theol.
1 the study of spirits or spiritual phenomena 2 any doctrine on the
f-lollsl' Srmt —pneuma-to-log'ic (-t 14j’ik) adj. or pneuma-to-
-cal

[L ’pneumau:cl{s < Gr pneuma-

og

pneu-ma-toly-sis (-til’i sis) n. [ModL: see PNEUMATO- & -LysISs]
the process of rock alteration and mineral formation by the action
of gases emitted from solidifying igneous rocks —pneu”ma-to-
lyt'lc (-ta lit’ik) ad).

pneu-ma-tom-eter (n®'ma tim’st or, nyso™) n. Physiol. an
instrument for measuring the capacity or force of the lungs in
respiration

pneu')ma-t10- hore (n®’'me tb for, 3
nyd®-) n. ot. a porous, woody, specialized branch growin
upright into the air from the buried roots of certain swamg; t.reesg,

-to-; nydo’-; nd® mat’s-, -o-;

ve, and providing access to the atmosphere 2 Zool. a
cavity in siphonophore hydrozoans, serving

neu-mec-tomy (nd mek’te mé, ny-) n., pl. --mies th ical
premoval of all or part of a lung Tl

%0 named (1942) by G. T. M.
U917 3'& JW. Kennedy (1916-51), U.S, physicits ivho isolated 53 the

340), b next to n i as Pmta comes next to Nep-  polyp with & gas-fill
tune] a radioactive, metallic chemical el t, one of the acti- l;s Y oat for the colony
31“1:1 {o'ﬁ,d '5“ trace quantities, in pative uranium ores ancl pr(:)-

¢ by bombarding ) HEQthrqns: ; at. no.,
4 its most important is - 9)1%& ‘nuclear

odic table of elements in
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See the inside front cover for pronunciation information.
The symbol * is used to mark terms of American origin.





