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The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined under the

first inventor to file provisions of the AIA.

Election/Restrictions
Applicant’s election of claims 1-15 in the reply filed on 4/14/15 is acknowledged.
Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP

§ 818.03(a)). Claims 16-20 have been cancelled. Claims 1-15 remain in this application.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C.
102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the
statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art
relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(a)(1) the claimed invention was patented, described in a printed publication, or in public use, on sale or
otherwise available to the public before the effective filing date of the claimed invention.

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a)(1) as being anticipated by Kuroda et al.

(US 5,118,569), henceforth known as Kuroda.
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As seen at least in the embodiment of figure 18, Kuroda teaches the knitted component
formed of unitary knit construction (13) as claimed including a plurality of webbed (19) areas
that include a plurality of courses formed from a first yarn (14), the webbed areas configured to
move between a neutral position and an extended position, the webbed areas being biased to
move toward the neutral position, the webbed areas configured to stretch toward the extended
position in response to a force applied to the webbed areas (as is inherently well known knitted
loops allow for extension and recovery of the knit structure); and a plurality of tubular rib
structures (16) that are adjacent to the webbed areas, the tubular rib structures including a
plurality of courses formed from a second yarn (9a); wherein the plurality of tubular rib
structures comprise (i) two co- extensive and overlapping knit layers (17, 18) and (ii) a central
area that is generally unsecured to form a hollow between the two knit layers. Regarding claim
2, the knitted component is associated with a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction;
wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures extend along the
longitudinal direction, wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib
structures are spaced apart in the lateral direction, wherein the knitted component is configured
to stretch in the lateral direction between a neutral position and a stretched position, the knitted
component biased toward the neutral position. Regarding claim 3, the plurality of webbed areas
and the plurality of tubular rib structures are disposed in an alternating manner across the
majority of the knitted component. Regarding claim 4, the knitted component further comprises
a first portion and a second portion, wherein the first portion and the second portion include at
least one webbed area in common, and wherein the number of courses forming the at least one

webbed area of the first portion is less than the number of courses forming the at least one
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webbed area of the second portion. Regarding claim 5, at least one tubular rib structure of the
plurality of tubular rib structures includes a tensile element (5) disposed in the central unsecured
area within the hollow between the two knit layers. Regarding claim 6, the plurality of webbed
areas including at least a first webbed area and a second webbed area; the plurality of tubular rib
structures including at least a first rib tubular structure and a second tubular rib structure;
wherein the first tubular rib structure includes a first curved portion and a second curved portion,
wherein the first curved portion and the second curved portion are joined along a first edge, and
the first curved portion and the second curved portion are joined along a second edge; wherein
the first webbed area is adjacent to the first edge of the first tubular rib structure; wherein the
second webbed area is adjacent to the second edge of the first tubular rib structure; wherein the
second tubular rib structure includes a third curved portion and a fourth curved portion, wherein
the third curved portion and the fourth curved portion are joined along a third edge, and the third
curved portion and the fourth curved portion are joined along a fourth edge; and wherein the
second webbed area is adjacent to the third edge of the second tubular rib structure. Regarding
claim 7, wherein the plurality of webbed areas include one of a front jersey knit pattern and a

reverse jersey knit pattern.

Claims 1-4, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a)(1) as being anticipated by

Woolley et al. (US 3,307,379), henceforth known as Woolley.

As seen at least in figures 1 and 2, Woolley teaches the knitted component formed of

unitary knit construction (figure 2) as claimed including a plurality of webbed (W) areas that
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include a plurality of courses formed from a first yarn (e.g. wool), the webbed areas configured
to move between a neutral position and an extended position (as is inherently well known knitted
loops allow for extension and recovery of the knit structure), the webbed areas being biased to
move toward the neutral position, the webbed areas configured to stretch toward the extended
position in response to a force applied to the webbed areas; and a plurality of tubular rib
structures that are adjacent to the webbed areas, the tubular rib structures including a plurality of
courses formed from a second yarn (e.g. nylon); wherein the plurality of tubular rib structures
comprise (1) two co- extensive and overlapping knit layers (1, 2) and (ii) a central area that is
generally unsecured to form a hollow between the two knit layers. Regarding claim 2, the
knitted component is associated with a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction; wherein the
plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures extend along the longitudinal
direction, wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures are
spaced apart in the lateral direction, wherein the knitted component is configured to stretch in the
lateral direction between a neutral position and a stretched position, the knitted component
biased toward the neutral position. Regarding claim 3, the plurality of webbed areas and the
plurality of tubular rib structures are disposed in an alternating manner across the majority of the
knitted component. Regarding claim 4, the knitted component further comprises a first portion
and a second portion, wherein the first portion and the second portion include at least one
webbed area in common, and wherein the number of courses forming the at least one webbed
area of the first portion is less than the number of courses forming the at least one webbed area
of the second portion. Regarding claim 6, the plurality of webbed areas including at least a first

webbed area and a second webbed area; the plurality of tubular rib structures including at least a
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first rib tubular structure and a second tubular rib structure; wherein the first tubular rib structure
includes a first curved portion and a second curved portion, wherein the first curved portion and
the second curved portion are joined along a first edge, and the first curved portion and the
second curved portion are joined along a second edge; wherein the first webbed area is adjacent
to the first edge of the first tubular rib structure; wherein the second webbed area is adjacent to
the second edge of the first tubular rib structure; wherein the second tubular rib structure
includes a third curved portion and a fourth curved portion, wherein the third curved portion and
the fourth curved portion are joined along a third edge, and the third curved portion and the
fourth curved portion are joined along a fourth edge; and wherein the second webbed area is
adjacent to the third edge of the second tubular rib structure. Regarding claim 7, wherein the
plurality of webbed areas include one of a front jersey knit pattern and a reverse jersey knit

pattern as seen in figure 3.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all obviousness

rejections set forth in this Office action:

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed invention is not
identically disclosed as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the claimed
invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have been obvious
before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having ordinary skill in the art to
which the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be negated by the manner in which the
invention was made.

Claims 8-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Dua et al. (US

2010/0154256), henceforth known as Dua, in view of Woolley.
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Dua teaches the article of footwear (10) substantially as claimed including a sole (20);
and an upper (30) that is attached to the sole, the upper including a knitted component (40)
formed of unitary knit construction, the knitted component comprising a plurality of webbed
areas (portions between ribs 42) and a plurality of tubular rib structures (42), the plurality of
webbed areas inherently including a plurality of courses formed from a first yarn, the tubular rib
structures inherently including a plurality of courses formed from a yarn; the tubular rib
structures being disposed adjacent to the webbed areas; the plurality of tubular rib structures
comprising: (i) two co-extensive and overlapping knit layers and (ii) a central area that is
generally unsecured to form a hollow between the two knit layers, the webbed areas configured
to move between a neutral position and an extended position, the webbed areas being biased to
move toward the neutral position; and the webbed areas configured to stretch from the neutral
position to the extended position in response to a force applied to the webbed areas.. However,
while Dua generically sets forth the web and rib areas being knitted they do not expressly set
forth a specific second yarn. As previously noted Woolley teaches that tubular rib areas typically
include two yarns in the web and rib areas. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill
in the art before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to provide the rib/web section
of the unitary knit upper of Dua knitted as knitted with two yarns as shown by Kuroda in order to
provide different yarns with different characteristics on each of the inside and outside of the
upper such in order to optimize the comfort, warmth and durability of the knitted upper.
Regarding claim 9, the first yarn and the second yarn are different; and wherein at least one
course of one of the plurality of webbed areas formed with the first yarn is connected with at

least one course of one of the plurality of tubular rib structures formed with the second yarn.
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Regarding claim 10, as seen in the comparison of figures 2 and 3, the shoe of Dua includes a
vamp region and a medial side, wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular
rib structures disposed along the vamp region are aligned along a first orientation, and the
plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures disposed along the medial
side are aligned along a second orientation that is different from the first orientation. Regarding
claim 11, the upper further includes a heel region, and the plurality of webbed areas and the
plurality of tubular rib structures disposed along the heel region are aligned along a third
orientation that is different from the first orientation and the second orientation. Regarding claim
12, the knitted component further includes a throat portion, a throat opening, a lower region, a
first end, and a second end; wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib
structures of the lower region extend from the first end of the knitted component to the second
end of the knitted component; and wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of
tubular rib structures of the collar portion extend from the first end of the knitted component to
the area along the throat opening of the knitted component. Regarding claim 13, at least one of
the plurality of tubular rib structures of the lower region include a tensile element (43) disposed
in the central unsecured area within the hollow between the two knit layers. Regarding claim 14,
as seen in the embodiment of figure 7F, the plurality of webbed areas comprises a first webbed
area and a second webbed area; wherein the first webbed area has a first width, and the second
webbed area has a second width, the first width being less than the second width. Regarding
claim 15, the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures are disposed in

an alternating manner across the majority of the knitted component.
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Conclusion
The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's

disclosure.

Applicant is reminded that all business with the Patent and Trademark Office should be
transacted in writing. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on
the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to any alleged oral promise, stipulation,

or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 37 C.F.R. 1.2

Further it is noted that a complete response must satisfy the requirements of 37 C.F.R.
1.111, including:
-The reply must present arguments pointing out the specific distinctions believed to render the
claims, including any newly presented claims, patentable over any applied references.
-A general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically pointing
out how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not
comply with the requirements of this section.
-Moreover, The prompt development of a clear issue requires that the replies of the applicant
meet the objections to and rejections of the claims. Applicant should also specifically point out

the support for any amendments made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06, MPEP 714.02. The
"disclosure” includes the claims, the specification and the drawings.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to DANNY WORRELL whose telephone number is (571)272-4997.

The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY and WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY.
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Khoa Huynh can be reached on 571/272-4888. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at §66-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/DANNY WORRELL/
Primary Examiner

Art Unit 3765
Idw
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Serial No. 14/535,413 Case No. 15571-102

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims

in the application.

1. (Currently Amended) A-knitted-compenentformed-of-unitary-knit-constructionthe
knitted-component An article comprising:

a plurality of webbed areas that include a plurality of courses formed from a first
yarn, the webbed areas configured to move between a neutral position and an extended

position, the webbed areas being biased to move toward the neutral position;-the

a plurality of tubular b structures that are adjacent to the webbed areas, the

tubular sk structures including a plurality of coursesfermedfrom-a-second-yarn;

wherein at least one of the webbed areas or tubular structures is configured to

stretch to move the webbed areas to the extended position in response to a force

applied to the article

2. (Currently Amended) The knitted-compenent article of claim 1, wherein the
knitted-component article is associated with a longitudinal direction and a lateral
direction;

wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular fib structures
extend along the longitudinal direction,

wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular #ib structures
are spaced apart in the lateral direction, and

wherein the knitted-compeonent article is configured to stretch in the lateral
direction between a the neutral position and & the stretched position, the kritted
compenent article biased toward the neutral position.

-2.
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3. (Currently Amended) The knitted-component article of claim 2, wherein the
plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular b structures are disposed in an
alternating manner across the majority of the knitted-component article.

4. (Currently Amended) The knitted-component article of claim 1, wherein the
knitted-component article further comprises a first portion and a second portion, wherein
the first portion and the second portion include at least one webbed area in common,
and wherein the number of courses forming the at least one webbed area of the first
portion is less than the number of courses forming the at least one webbed area of the
second portion.

5. (Currently Amended) The knitted-component article of claim 1, wherein at least
one tubular #ib structure of the plurality of tubular #ib structures includes a tensile
element disposed in-the a central unsecured area within the hollow between the two knit

layers.

6. (Currently Amended) The knitted-compenent article of claim 1, further
comprising:

the plurality of webbed areas including at least a first webbed area and a second
webbed area;

the plurality of tubular #b structures including at least a first #b tubular structure
and a second tubular #b structure;

wherein the first tubular #b structure includes a first curved portion and a second
curved portion, wherein the first curved portion and the second curved portion are joined
along a first edge, and the first curved portion and the second curved portion are joined
along a second edge;

wherein the first webbed area is adjacent to the first edge of the first tubular b
structure;

wherein the second webbed area is adjacent to the second edge of the first
tubular fb structure;

-3-
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wherein the second tubular #b structure includes a third curved portion and a
fourth curved portion, wherein the third curved portion and the fourth curved portion are
joined along a third edge, and the third curved portion and the fourth curved portion are
joined along a fourth edge; and

wherein the second webbed area is adjacent to the third edge of the second

tubular #b structure.

7. (Currently Amended) The knitted-compenent article of claim 1, wherein the
plurality of webbed areas include one of a front jersey knit pattern and a reverse jersey
knit pattern.

8. (Currently Amended) An-article-of-footwearcomprising An upper comprising:

irg-a plurality of
webbed areas and a plurality of tubular rib structures, the plurality of webbed areas
including a plurality of courses formed from a first yarn-the-tubularrib-stractures
i eludi lraline of : 't I ;

the tubular rib structures being disposed adjacent to the webbed areas;

the webbed areas configured to move between a neutral position and an

extended position, the webbed areas being biased to move toward the neutral position;
and
at least one of the webbed areas_and the tubular rib structures configured to

stretch from the neutral position to the extended position in response to a force applied
to the webbed-areas upper.

-4 -
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9. (Currently Amended) The article-effootwear upper of claim 8,

wherein the tubular rib structures include a plurality of courses formed from a

second yarn,
wherein the first yarn and the second yarn are different; and

wherein at least one course of one of the plurality of webbed areas formed with
the first yarn is connected with at least one course of one of the plurality of tubular rib
structures formed with the second yarn.

10.  (Currently Amended) The article-effoetwear upper of claim 8, wherein the upper
further includes a vamp region and a medial side, wherein the plurality of webbed areas
and the plurality of tubular rib structures disposed along the vamp region are aligned
along a first orientation, and the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib
structures disposed along the medial side are aligned along a second orientation that is
different from the first orientation.

11.  (Currently Amended) The article-of-footwear upper of claim 10, wherein the upper
further includes a heel region, and the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of
tubular rib structures disposed along the heel region are aligned along a third orientation
that is different from the first orientation and the second orientation.

12.  (Currently Amended) The article-offootwear upper of claim 8, wherein the kritted
cempeonent upper further includes a throat portion, a throat opening, a lower region, a
first end, and a second end;

wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures of
the lower region extend from the first end of the knitted-ecompenent upper to the second
end of the knitted-component upper; and

wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures of
the collar portion extend from the first end of the knitted-compeonent upper to the area

along the throat opening of the knitted-compenent upper.

13.  (Currently Amended) The article-offootwear upper of claim 12, whereinatleast

he plurality of tubularrib-structuresof the lower region-include further comprising
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a tensile element disposed within at least one of the plurality of tubular rib structures ir

14.  (Currently Amended) The article-ofHoetwear upper of claim 8, wherein the
plurality of webbed areas comprises a first webbed area and a second webbed area;

wherein the first webbed area has a first width, and the second webbed area has
a second width, the first width being less than the second width.

15.  (Currently Amended) The article-effoetwear upper of claim 8, wherein the
plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures are disposed in an

alternating manner across the majority of the knitted-component upper.

16-20. (Cancelled)

21. (New) The article of claim 1, wherein the plurality of tubular structures comprise (i)
two co-extensive and overlapping knit layers and (ii) a central area that is generally

unsecured to form a hollow between two knit layers.
22. (New) The article of claim 1, wherein the article includes a knitted component, the
knitted component comprising the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular

structures.

23. (New) The article of claim 22, wherein the knitted component is formed of unitary

knit construction.
24. (New) The upper of claim 8, wherein the upper includes a knitted component, the
knitted component comprising the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular

rib structures.

25. (New) The upper of claim 24, wherein the knitted component is formed of unitary

knit construction.

-6 -
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Amendments to the Claims

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims
in the application.

1. (Currently Amended) An article comprising:
a plurality of webbed areas that include a plurality of courses formed from a first
yarn, the webbed areas having a front surface, the webbed areas configured to move

between a neutral position and an extended position, the webbed areas being biased to
move toward the neutral position and

a plurality of tubular structures that are adjacent to the webbed areas, the tubular
structures including a plurality of courses;

wherein at least one of the webbed areas or tubular structures is configured to
stretch to move the webbed areas to the extended position in response to a force
applied to the article

wherein in the neutral position, a first area of the front surface is hidden from

visual observation from a first viewing perspective, and

wherein in the extended position, the first area of the front surface is revealed for

visual observation from the first viewing perspective.

2. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1, wherein the article is associated
with a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction;

wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular structures
extend along the longitudinal direction,

wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular structures are
spaced apart in the lateral direction, and

wherein the article is configured to stretch in the lateral direction between the
neutral position and the stretched position, the article biased toward the neutral position.

3. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 2, wherein the plurality of webbed
areas and the plurality of tubular structures are disposed in an alternating manner

across the majority of the article.

-2.
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4. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1, wherein the article further
comprises a first portion and a second portion, wherein the first portion and the second
portion include at least one webbed area in common, and wherein the number of
courses forming the at least one webbed area of the first portion is less than the number

of courses forming the at least one webbed area of the second portion.

5. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1, wherein at least one tubular
structure of the plurality of tubular structures includes a tensile element disposed in a

central unsecured area within the hollow between the two knit layers.

6. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1, further comprising:

the plurality of webbed areas including at least a first webbed area and a second
webbed area;

the plurality of tubular structures including at least a first tubular structure and a
second tubular structure;

wherein the first tubular structure includes a first curved portion and a second
curved portion, wherein the first curved portion and the second curved portion are joined
along a first edge, and the first curved portion and the second curved portion are joined
along a second edge;

wherein the first webbed area is adjacent to the first edge of the first tubular
structure;

wherein the second webbed area is adjacent to the second edge of the first
tubular structure;

wherein the second tubular structure includes a third curved portion and a fourth
curved portion, wherein the third curved portion and the fourth curved portion are joined
along a third edge, and the third curved portion and the fourth curved portion are joined
along a fourth edge; and

wherein the second webbed area is adjacent to the third edge of the second

tubular structure.

7. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1, wherein the plurality of webbed

areas include one of a front jersey knit pattern and a reverse jersey knit pattern.
-3-
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8. (Currently Amended) An upper comprising:
a plurality of webbed areas and a plurality of tubular rib structures-the-pluratity-of

the plurality of webbed areas having a front side and a back side;

the tubular rib structures being disposed adjacent to the webbed areas;
the tubular rib structures having a first curved portion with a first curve length

extending from the front side of the webbed areas, and a second curved portion with a

second curve length extending from the back side of the webbed areas, the first curve

length being greater than the second curve length;

the webbed areas configured to move between a neutral position and an
extended position, the webbed areas being biased to move toward the neutral position;
and

at least one of the webbed areas and the tubular rib structures configured to
stretch from the neutral position to the extended position in response to a force applied

to the upper.

9. (Currently Amended) The upper of claim 8,
wherein the webbed areas include a plurality of courses formed from a first yarn,

wherein the tubular rib structures include a plurality of courses formed from a
second yarn,

wherein the first yarn and the second yarn are different; and

wherein at least one course of one of the plurality of webbed areas formed with
the first yarn is connected with at least one course of one of the plurality of tubular rib

structures formed with the second yarn.

10.  (Previously Presented) The upper of claim 8, wherein the upper further includes
a vamp region and a medial side, wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality
of tubular rib structures disposed along the vamp region are aligned along a first
orientation, and the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures
disposed along the medial side are aligned along a second orientation that is different

from the first orientation.

-4 -

Exhibit 2001 - Page 19 of 28



Serial No. 14/535,413 Case No. 15571-102 (140024US02)

11.  (Previously Presented) The upper of claim 10, wherein the upper further includes
a heel region, and the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures
disposed along the heel region are aligned along a third orientation that is different from
the first orientation and the second orientation.

12.  (Previously Presented) The upper of claim 8, wherein the upper further includes
a throat portion, a throat opening, a lower region, afirst end, and a second end;
wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures of
the lower region extend from the first end of the upper to the second end of the upper;
and
wherein the plurality of webbed areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures of
the collar portion extend from the first end of the upper to the area along the throat

opening of the upper.

13.  (Previously Presented) The upper of claim 12, further comprising a tensile
element disposed within at least one of the plurality of tubular rib structures.

14.  (Previously Presented) The upper of claim 8, wherein the plurality of webbed
areas comprises a first webbed area and a second webbed area;
wherein the first webbed area has a first width, and the second webbed area has

a second width, the first width being less than the second width.

15.  (Previously Presented) The upper of claim 8, wherein the plurality of webbed
areas and the plurality of tubular rib structures are disposed in an alternating manner

across the majority of the upper.
16-20. (Canceled)
21.  (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1, wherein the plurality of tubular

structures comprise (i) two co-extensive and overlapping knit layers and (ii) a central
area that is generally unsecured to form a hollow between two knit layers.

-5-
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22.  (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1, wherein the article includes a
knitted component, the knitted component comprising the plurality of webbed areas and
the plurality of tubular structures.

23.  (Previously Presented) The article of claim 22, wherein the knitted component is

formed of unitary knit construction.

24.  (Previously Presented) The upper of claim 8, wherein the upper includes a
knitted component, the knitted component comprising the plurality of webbed areas and
the plurality of tubular rib structures.

25.  (Canceled)

26.  (New) An article comprising:

a plurality of webbed areas having a front surface, the webbed areas configured
to move between a neutral position and an extended position, the webbed areas being
biased to move toward the neutral position, and

a plurality of tubular structures that are adjacent to the webbed areas, the tubular
structures;

wherein at least one of the webbed areas or tubular structures is configured to
stretch to move the webbed areas to the extended position in response to a force
applied to the article.

wherein in the neutral position, a first area of the front surface is hidden from
visual observation from a first viewing perspective, and

wherein in the extended position, the first area of the front surface is revealed for

visual observation from the first viewing perspective.

-6 -
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REMARKS
. STATUS OF THE APPLICATION

Claims 1-15, 21-24, and new claim 26 are pending. Claim 25 has been
cancelled in this response. No new matter has been introduced.

Applicants note that an Amendment was filed on October 20, 2015, which
addresses each of the rejections in the non-final Office Action dated July 20, 2015.
Applicants have filed the current Supplemental Response in response to an interview
with Examiner Worrell on November 3, 2015. In light of the interview summary below,
the applicants respectfully request allowance of each of the pending claims.

. INTERVIEW SUMMARY

Applicant wishes to thank Examiner Worrell for his courtesy in participating in a
telephone interview with the undersigned attorney on November 3, 2015. In the call, the
undersigned attorney and Examiner Worrell generally discussed Applicant’s pending
claims, particularly in light of the references Kuroda (U.S. 5,118,569), Wolley (U.S.
3,307,379), and Dua (U.S. 2010,0154256), which were cited in the non-final Office
Action of July 20, 2015.

No formal agreement was reached in the November 3, 2015 interview. However,

the following proposals were discussed and were favorably received by the Examiner:

Proposal 1: With respect to independent claim 1, it was proposed to include the
feature that the first area of the front surface is hidden from visual observation from a
first viewing perspective, and in the extended position, the first area of the front surface
is revealed for visual observation from the first viewing perspective. Claim 1 has been

amended to recite this feature. Support for this amendment can be found at least in

-7 -

Exhibit 2001 - Page 22 of 28



Serial No. 14/535,413 Case No. 15571-102 (140024US02)

paragraphs [0081] and [0106] and FIGS. 1-6 of the filed version of the application. Note
that new claim 26 also recites this feature.

Proposal 2: With respect to independent claim 8, include the feature that a first
curved portion with a first curve length extends from the front side of the webbed areas,
and a second curved portion with a second curve length extends from the back side of
the webbed areas, the first curve length being greater than the second curve length.
Independent claim 8 has been amended to recite this feature. Support can be found at

least in paragraph [0074] and FIGS. 1-7 of the filed version of the application.

Il CONCLUSION

In view of the foregoing remarks and amendments, Applicants respectfully submit
that the present application is in condition for allowance. If the Examiner has any
questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney at (312) 840-

3268.

DATED: November 12, 2015 Respectfully submitted,

[Christopher J. Gerardot/
Christopher J. Gerardot
Registration No. 73,644
Attorney for Applicant

BRINKS GILSON & LIONE
P.O. BOX 10395
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610
(312) 321-4200

-8-
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The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
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submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
14/535,413 MEIR, ADRIAN
: IH i i AlA (First Inventor to
Notice of Allowability Eﬁlﬂ?% ORRELL Q;:Sg"" File) Status
Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. [ This communication is responsive to amendment filed 11/12/15.
Oa declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2. [] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-15, 21-24 and 26. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent
Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information,
please see htlp://www,uskpto.gov/patenis/inil _svenis/ph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfecdback@usplo.aoy .

4. [] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)[d Al b)[] Some *c)[] None of the:
1. [] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [J CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

[ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. [] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [] Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. X Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. [] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date 2/17/16

3. [0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [ Other .

of Biological Material
4. [ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

/DANNY WORRELL/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20160221
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