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(ém-bam’) tr.v. -balmed, -balmeing, -balms 1. To treat

ohalm ith preservatives in order to prevent decay. 2. To protect

corpse) W " gblivion; preserve or fix: “A precedent embalms a princi-

om chang® ?n Disrael). 3. To impart fragrance to; perfume: Spicy

7 (Benlimllmed the air. [Middle English embaumen, from Old French

" Zn-, in; see BN-' + basme, balm; see BALM.] —emebalm/er
palm/ment 7. .

-bingk?) tr.v. -banked, -bankeing, -banks To con-
ort, or protect with an embankment. )
kement (ém-ban.gk'mapt) n. 1. The act of embanking, 2.
r stone built to hold back water or to support a road-

g bar‘Ca'de'ro (ém—bér'l@-dé.r’(?) ., p@. -ros California A pier,
¢ or landing place, especially on a river or.mland waterway. [Spal:x-
a;r:)m embarcat, to embark, from Old Spanish, from Medieval Latin
barcire. Se€ EMBARK.] i
sparego (ém-bir'gd) n., pl. -goes }1. A government order pro-
he movement of merchant ;hlps into or out of its ports. 2 A
hibs y a government on certain or all trade with a foreign nation.
oAl cohibition; a ban: an embargo on criticism. % tr.v. -goed, -goe
-goes To impose an embargo on. [Spanish, from embargar, to im-
ngs from Vulgar Latin *imbarricdre, to barricade : Latin in-, in; see EN—"
ae, ¢ Latin *barricare, to barricade (from *barrica, barrel, barrier,
*barra, bar, barrier).] .
mebark (gm-barl!) v -barked, -barkeing, -barks —. 1. To
) .+ to board a vessel or aircraft: stopped to embark passengers. 2. To
ausst (a person or persons) or invest (capital) in an enterprise. —inir.
- o go aboard a vessel or aircraft, as at the start of a journey, 2. To set
it on a venture; commence: embark ona wqud tour. [F{rench embarquer,
om Late Old French, probably from Medleval Latin imbarcare : Latin
in- + barca, boat.] —em’ bareka’tion, emebark/ment n.
sbarras River also Emebarrass River (im/br6) A river rising
eastern Tllinois and flowing about 298 km (185 mi) generally south
#id southeast to the Wabash River in southwest Indiana.
mebarerass (ém-birfas) ir.v. -rassed, -rasseing, -rassees 1. To
cause to feel self-conscious or ill at ease; disconcert: Meeting adults em-
rassed the shy child. 2. To involve in or hamper with financial diffi-
ulties. 3. To hinder with obstacles or difficulties; impede. 4. To com-
Hlcate. 5. To interfere with (a bodily function) or impede the function
£ (a body part). [French embarrasser; to encumber, hamper, from Span-
sh embarazar, from Italian imbarazzare, from imbarazzo, obstacle, ob-
truction, from imbarrare, to block, bar : in-, in (from Latin; see EN-') +
“bafra, bar (from Vulgar Latin *barra).] —emebar/rassedely adv.
mebar/rasseingely adv.

; .Synonyms embarrass, abash, chagrin, discomfit, disconcert, faze, rattle
These verbs mean to cause someone to feel self-conscious and uneasy:
- “were embarrassed by their child’s tantruny; felt abashed at the extravagant
. praise; will be chagrined if my confident prediction fails; was discomfited
bythe sudden personal question; was disconcerted by his brother’s sarcastic
remarks; refuses to be fazed by your objections; isn’t easily rattled before an
- audience.

= emebarerassement (¢m-bir’as-mont) n. 1. The act or an instance
" ‘of embarrassing. 2. The state of being embarrassed. 3. A source or cause
- of being embarrassed. 4. An overabundance: an embarrassment of choices
o atabuffet dinner; an embarrassment of riches.
Emsbarrass River (im/bro) Sec Embarras River.
emebasesage (sm/bo-sij) n. Archaic An embassy. [Middle English
- ambassage, office or function of an ambassador, possibly variant of anm-
-+ bussade, from Old French ambassade, ambaxade, from Old Spanish arm-
ada or Old Provencal ambaissada, both from Medieval Latin
autbactiata, from ambactia. See AMBASSADOR. ]
. emsbasesy (¢m/bo-sé) n., pl. -sies 1. A building containing the of-
V.flces of an ambassador and staff. 2. The position, function, or assign-
ment of an ambassador. 3. A mission to a foreign government headed
an ambassador. 4. A staff of diplomatic representatives headed by an
ambassador. [Variant of ambassy, office or function of an ambassador,
from obsolete French ambassée, from Medieval Latin ambactiata. See EM-
BASSAGE, ] .
emebatetie (ém-bdt’l) trv. ~tled, -tling, -tles 1. To prepare for
atge; atray. 2, To furnish with battlements for defense. [Middle English
:’"b“f“‘”eﬂ, from Old French embataillier : en-, in; see EN-' + bataillier,
0 battle (from bataille, battle; see BATTLE).]
:nm'ba:t'tled (ém-bat"ld) adj. 1. Prepared or fortified for battle or
ta?}:ged in battle: embattled troops; an embattled city. 2. Beset with at-
eme.fg criticism, or controversy: an embattled legislative minority.
Em-bat.ﬂe.ment (4m-b4t/l-mant, Im-) n. See battlement.
"RAY (¢ém-bat) tr.v. -bayed, <bayeing, -bays To put, shelter, or
eﬁkam noras if in a bay,
fo?;:bay‘merlt (ém-ba’mont) n. 1. A bay or baylike shape. 2. The
ation of a bay,
,ebT'sbed (Em»bédj) also imebed (im-) v -bededed, -bedsding,
‘“"fE'fufltr' 1. To fix firmly in a surrounding mass: embed a post in con-
ob " 3$ils embedded in shale. 2. To enclose snugly or firmly. 3. To cause
edin ::lmtegral part of a surrounding whole: “a minor accuracy embed-
a8y arger untruth” (Ian Jack). 4. Biology To enclose (a specimen) in
\inlt)rpo'?mg material before sectioning for microscopic examination.
\eml'b:dt;;cgm: embedded: The harpoon struck but did not embed.
o nt n.
mm;|€5|'!ish (8m-baltsh) tr.v. -lished, -lisheing, -lishees 1. To
eautiful, as by ornamentation; decorate, 2. To add ornamental or

embalm | embonpoint

fictitious details to: a fanciful account that embellishes the true story.
[Middle English embelishen, from Old French embellir, embelliss- : en-,
causative pref.; see EN-! + bel, beautiful (from Latin bellus; see deu-? in
Appendix I).] —emebel’lisheer n.

emebelelishement (¢m-b&lish-mant) # 1. The act of embellish-
ing or the state of being embellished. 2. Something that embellishes; a
decoration. 3. Music A note that embellishes a melody.

emeber (ém/bar) n. 1. A small, glowing piece of coal or wood, as in
a dying fire. 2. embers The smoldering coal or ash of a dying fire.
[Middle English embre, from Old English @merge.]

Emeber Day (ém/bar) n. A day reserved for prayer and fasting by
some Christian churches, observed on the Wednesday, Friday, and Satur-
day after the first Sunday of Lent, after Whitsunday, after September 14,
and after December 13, [Middle English ymer daye, from Old English
ymbrendeg 1 ymbryne, recurrence, course of time (ymbe, around; see
ambhi in Appendix I + ryne, a running; see rei- in Appendix I) + deg,
day; see DAY.]

emebezszle (m-béz/al) trv. -zled, -zling, -zles To take (money,
for example) for one’s own use in violation of a trust. [Middle English
embesilen, from Anglo-Norman enbesiler : Old French en-, intensive
pref.; see EN—' + Old French besillier, to ravage.] —emebez’zleement
n. —emebez/zler n.

emebiteter (¢m-bit’or) trv. -tered, -tersing, -ters 1. To make
bitter in flavor, 2. To arouse bitter feelings in: was embiitered by years of
unrewarded labor. —emebit/terement #.

emeblaze' (¢m-blaz’) tr.v. -blazed, -blazeing, -blazees 1. To set
on fire. 2. To cause to glow; light up.

emeblaze? (ém-blaz’) tr.v. -blazed, -blazeing, -blazees Archaic 1.
To emblazon. 2. To decorate lavishly.

emeblaezon (ém-bli’zon) .. -zoned, -zoneing, -zons 1a. To
adorn (a surface) richly with prominent markings: emblazon a doorway
with a coat of arms. b. To inscribe (a prominent marking) on a surface:
emblazon a cross on a banner. 2. To make resplendent with brilliant col-
ors. 3. To make illustrious; celebrate: emblazoning a heroine’s deeds in
song. —emebla’zoneer n. —emebla’zonement n.
emeblaezonery (¢m-blaz’on-ré) ., pl. -ries 1. The act or art of
emblazoning. 2. Colorful or prominent decoration, especially heraldic
decoration.

emeblem (ém’blom) #. 1. An object or a representation that func-
tions as a symbol. See synonyms at sign. 2. A distinctive badge, design,
or device: trucks marked with the blem; the emblem of the air
force. 3. An allegorical picture usually inscribed with a verse or motto
presenting a moral lesson. [Middle English, pictorial fable, from Latin
embléma, raised ornament, from Greek, embossed design, from embal-
lein, to insert, set in : en-, in; see EN-? + ballein, to throw; see g"ela- in
Appendix L]

emeblemeateic (ém’blo-mit’ik) or emeblemeateiecal (-i-kal)
adj. Of, relating to, or serving as an emblerm; symbolic. [French emblé-
matique, from Medieval Latin emblématicus, of an emblem, from Latin
emblema, emblemat-, emblem. See EMBLEM.] —em’blemeat/iecalely
adv.

emeblemeasctize (m-blém/o-tiz’) also emeblemeize (8m’blo-
miz’) tr.v. -tized, -tizeing, -tizees also -ized, -izeing, -izees To rep-
resent with or as if with an emblem; symbolize.

emebleements (¢ém’blo-monts) pln. The crops or products of the
land legally belonging to a tenant. [From Middle English emblaiment,
from Old French emblaement, from emblaer, to sow with grain, from Me-
dieval Latin imbladdre : Latin in-, in; see EN—' + Medieval Latin bladum,
bladium, grain (of Germanic origin; see bhel-® in Appendix I).]
emeblemeize (¢m/blo-miz’) v. Variant of emblematize.
emebodeiement (ém-bdd’é-mont, im-) #. 1: The act of embody-
ing or the state of being embodied. 2. One that embodies: “The flag is
the embodiment, not of sentiment, but of history” (Woodrow Wilson).
emebodey (ém-bodfé) irv. -bodsied, -bodeysing, -bodeies 1.
To give a bodily fori to; incarnate. 2. To represent in bodily or material
form: “As John Adams embodied the old style, Andrew Jackson embodied
the new” (Richard Hofstadter). 3. To make part of a system or whole;
incorporate: laws that embody a people’s values.

emeboldeen (¢m-bol’don) tr.v. -ened, -eneing, -ens To foster
boldness or courage in; encourage. See synonyms at encourage.
emeboclecetoemy (¢m/bs-l¢k/to-me) n., pl. -mies Surgical re-
moval of an embolus. [EMBOL(US) + ~ECTOMY.]

emeboeli (ém’bo-li’) n. Plural of embolus.

emeboleic (ém-bsl/ik) adj. 1. Pathology Of, relating to, or caused by
an embolus or embolism. 2. Embryology Of or relating to emboly.
emebocelism (ém/bo-liz'om) # 1. Obstruction or occlusion of a
blood vessel by an embolus, 2. An embolus. [Middle English embolisme,
insertion of one or more days in a calendar, from Late Latin embolisnus,
from Greek embolismos, from emballein, to insert. See EMBLEM.] —em’~
boelis’mic adj.

emeboelus (¢m/bo-los) ., pl. -li (-i’) A mass, such as an air bubble,
a detached blood clot, or a foreign body, that travels through the blood-
stream and lodges so as to obstruct or occlude a blood vessel. [Latin,
piston of a pump, from Greek embolos, stopper, plug, from emballein, to
insert. See EMBLEM. ]

emeboely (ém/bs-1¢) n., pl. -lies The formation of a gastrula from
a blastula by invagination, [Greek embole, insertion, from emballein, to
insert. See EMBLEM. ]

emebonepoint (ix’bén-pwin’) #n. The condition of being plump;
stoutness. [French, from en bon point, in good condition : en, in (from
Latin in; see IN-2) + bon, good (from Old French; see BOON?) + point,
situation, condition; see POINT.]
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