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I, Mikel T. Strom, declare: 

1. I am a Research Specialist at Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. I hold a 

bachelor’s degree in English from Bridgewater State University, which I earned in 

1997, and a master’s degree in Library and Information Sciences from Simmons 

College, which I earned in 1998. I have been employed at Wolf Greenfield as a 

Research Specialist since 2017. I am familiar with standard library practices, 

including the OCLC (formerly, Online Computer Library Center) WorldCat 

catalog and FirstSearch search tool. I am over the age of 18 and otherwise 

competent to make this declaration. 

2. WorldCat is OCLC's public, online catalog of books and other 

materials held by libraries worldwide. FirstSearch is an online search tool provided 

by OCLC, which permits researchers to search various online databases, including 

OCLC's public WorldCat database. FirstSearch permits researchers to obtain 

additional information about WorldCat entries, including their dates of entry. 

FirstSearch and WorldCat have operated since at least 1999, and I have experience 

using FirstSearch and WorldCat. 

3. On October 18, 2023, I searched WorldCat, available at 

https://www.worldcat.org/, for "stereospecificity alpha-ketoglutarate dioxygenase". 

The search returned three hits, including the WorldCat page for Ruth Elizabeth 

Saari, Substrate Specificity and Spectroscopic Properties of 2,4-
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Dichlorophenoxyacetic Acid/α-Ketoglutarate Dioxygenase, Doctoral Thesis, Mich. 

State Univ. (July 6, 1998), which I refer to as "Saari 1998." EX1057-1058 are true 

and correct copies of that WorldCat search and the WorldCat entry for Saari 1998. 

4. Also on October 18, 2023, I used FirstSearch to retrieve the 

FirstSearch page for the Saari 1998 WorldCat entry. EX1059 is a true and correct 

copy of FirstSearch page for the Saari 1998 WorldCat entry. EX1060 is a true and 

correct copy of Saari 1998, which I downloaded using a link provided by that 

webpage. 

5. The FirstSearch webpage for Saari 1998 lists a "Date of Entry" of 

"19990421," which indicates that the WebCat database indexed Saari 1998 no later 

than April 21, 1999. 

6. In signing this Declaration, I understand that the Declaration will be 

filed as evidence in a contested case before the Patent Trial and Appeal Board of 

the United States Patent and Trademark Office. I acknowledge that I may be 

subject to cross-examination in this case and that cross-examination will take place 

within the United States. If cross-examination is required of me, I will appear for 

cross-examination within the United States during the time allotted for cross-

examination. 

 

  



I understand and have been warned that willful false statements and the like 

are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both (18 U.S.C. § 1001). I declare that 

all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements 

made on information and belief are believed to be true, and further, that these 

statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 

so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under § 1001 of title 18 

of the United States Code. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated: ~ D ~ ( ~~ Z~ 

Mikel T. Strom 

3 




