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1
IDENTIFICATION DEVICE AND METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an identification device and
method. Particularly, the present invention is directed to an
improved radio frequency identification tag that may be read
by both optical and electromagnetic means for identifying
objects.

2. Description of Related Art

A variety of identification devices are known in the art for
identifying objects by using optical means or electromagnetic
means. For example, bar codes have existed for many decades
wherein an optically readable bar code is provided that may
contain information in machine readable format. When such
a bar code is optically scanned by a scanner, this information
may be read.

Likewise, radio frequency identification (“RFID”) systems
have also existed for quite some time and are widely used. In
such devices, a resonant circuit is provided that may detect
and transmit electromagnetic radiation containing identifica-
tion information.

Electronic identification such as RFID systems typically
comprise two devices which are configured to communicate
with one another. Preferred configurations of the electronic
identification systems are operable to provide such commu-
nications via a wireless medium. For example, such a system
may include an interrogator and a remote transponder, such as
atagorcard. Such systems are described, for example, in U.S.
Pat. No. 6,356,764, which is incorporated by reference herein
in its entirety.

Such communication systems may be used in various
applications such as identification applications. The interro-
gator is configured to output a polling or interrogation signal
which may comprise a radio frequency signal including a
predefined interrogation code using which the interrogator
may address remote transponders. The remote transponders
of such a communication system are operable to transmit an
identification signal responsive to receiving an appropriate
polling or interrogation signal.

More specifically, the appropriate transponders are config-
ured to recognize the predefined code. The transponders
receiving the code may subsequently output a particular iden-
tification signal which is associated with the transmitting
transponder. Following transmission of the polling signal, the
interrogator is configured to receive the identification signals
enabling detection of the presence of corresponding tran-
sponders.

Such communication systems are useable in identification
applications such as inventory or other object monitoring. For
example, a remote identification device may be attached to an
object of interest. Responsive to receiving the appropriate
polling signal, the identification device is equipped to output
an identification signal. Generating the identification signal
indicates the presence or location of the identification device
and the article or object attached thereto.

Such conventional methods and systems generally have
been considered satisfactory for their intended purpose. How-
ever, many applications are well suited for use with a combi-
nation of the bar code and RFID systems. For example, RFID
tags on groups of objects, such as saleable goods, that are
stored on pallets as the pallets are brought into and move
through a warehouse or stocking department may be used to
efficiently track inventory, while bar codes on each individual
item may be used in the purchase of each object by a con-
sumer.
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Accordingly, there is a strong need for methods and sys-
tems that can efficiently utilize the bar code and RFID sys-
tems in conjunction with one another. Although solutions to
this problem have been developed, such as by placing indi-
vidual separately manufactured bar codes and RFID tags on
such objects, this results in more expense and complication
than using only one such identification system. Moreover,
while a bar code can usually be printed, manufacture of RFID
tags generally involves a separate manufacturing operation,
and subsequent steps of applying the RFID tag to a substrate,
and then eventually to the object that is to be tracked. Thus,
there still remains a continued need in the art for a system that
can efficiently utilize the bar code and RFID systems in
conjunction with one another. The present invention provides
a solution for these problems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The purpose and advantages of the present invention will
be set forth in the description that follows, as well as will be
learned by practice of the invention. Additional advantages of
the invention will be realized and attained by the methods and
systems particularly pointed out in the written description and
claims hereof, as well as from the appended drawings.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of the invention, as embodied herein and
broadly described, the invention includes a device for con-
taining information. The device includes a pattern adapted
and configured to be read optically by a reader to obtain
information. The pattern is formed at least in part by electri-
cally conductive material. The device further includes a reso-
nant circuit configured to resonate at a resonant frequency,
wherein the resonant circuit is formed at least in part from at
least some of the electrically conductive material of the pat-
tern.

In accordance with a further aspect, the device may include
aplurality of conductive members and is adapted and config-
ured to be read optically by a bar code reader. The plurality of
parallel conductive members may be formed in a serpentine
pattern or a continuous winding pattern, among others. The
resonant circuit may also be configured to act as a dipole.
Each of the conductive members may be connected by a
straight conductor at an end of each of the conductive mem-
bers. If desired, the plurality of conductive members may be
arranged into a two-dimensional bar code pattern.

In accordance with another aspect, an identification tag
including a device made in accordance with the invention is
provided. The tag may be configured to receive a first elec-
tromagnetic wave at the resonant frequency, and transmit a
second electromagnetic wave in response to the first electro-
magnetic wave. The identification tag may also be configured
to transmit unique identification information in the second
electromagnetic wave. Additionally or alternatively, the sec-
ond electromagnetic wave may include a backscattered signal
by disturbing the first electromagnetic wave as distinguished
from actively transmitting a separate signal.

In accordance with a further aspect of the invention, the
conductive portion of the pattern may be formed from metal,
such as a metallic wire or sheet. The device may additionally
or alternatively include a substrate, wherein the pattern is
formed by printing a conductive material onto the substrate,
such as by using a laser printer or inkjet printer. Moreover, if
desired, additional portions of the resonant circuit may be
formed on the substrate by printing techniques.

In accordance with still another aspect of the invention, the
pattern may include a first layer disposed the substrate, the
first layer including an initial pattern, the initial pattern
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including conductive material. As such, the first layer can be
disposed on the substrate directly such that it is in contact with
the material, or on a layer of a different material over the
substrate. A second layer may be disposed on the first layer,
the second layer including dielectric material. A third layer
may be further disposed on the second layer, the third layer
including a terminal pattern configured and adapted to be read
optically by a reader to obtain information, wherein the ter-
minal pattern includes conductive material, and wherein the
initial pattern and the terminal pattern are in operative com-
munication with each other.

In accordance with another embodiment, an article of
manufacture is provided including an object to be sold and a
device as described herein disposed on the object. The object
to be sold may be a product contained inside protective pack-
aging.

In accordance with another aspect, the invention also pro-
vides a method such as for forming an exemplary embodi-
ment of a device as described herein. The method includes the
steps of providing a substrate, forming a pattern capable of
being read optically by a reader to obtain information on the
substrate, the pattern formed at least in part by conductive
material, and forming other portions of a resonant circuit
configured to resonate at a resonant frequency, the resonant
circuit formed at least in part from the electrically conductive
material of the pattern.

In further accordance with the method of the invention, the
pattern forming step may include forming a plurality of par-
allel conductive members, the plurality of conductive mem-
bers configured and adapted to be read by a bar code reader.
The plurality of parallel conductive members can be formed
into a variety of patterns. The conductive portion of the pat-
tern can be formed, for example, from a metallic portion, or
by printing a conductive material onto the substrate using a
variety of printing techniques. Additional portions of the
resonant circuit may also be formed by printing conductive
material on the substrate. The pattern forming step can
include forming alternating layers of conductive and dielec-
tric material on top of one another. The device may be formed
on a printer having a first printing head configured and
adapted to deposit conductive material, and a second printing
head configured and adapted to deposit dielectric material.
Moreover, a high speed offset printing press can also be used
to make a device in accordance with the invention. In accor-
dance with this embodiment, a plurality of printing stations
may be provided adapted and configured to deposit conduc-
tive or dielectric material on the substrate. In accordance with
one embodiment, a digital printing press can be used.

In accordance with still another aspect of the invention, a
machine readable program containing instructions for con-
trolling a system for forming a pattern of conductive material
on a substrate is provided. The system includes a substrate
and a printer capable of printing material on the substrate. The
program includes means for instructing the printer to print a
pattern on the substrate, the pattern adapted and configured to
be read optically by a reader to obtain information, wherein
the pattern includes conductive material.

In accordance with a further aspect of the invention, the
machine readable program may further include means for
instructing the printer to print a plurality of parallel conduc-
tive members in the portion of the pattern that is read opti-
cally. The plurality of parallel conductive members may be
printed in a variety of patterns. Means can be further provided
for instructing the printer to print further portions of a reso-
nant circuit on the substrate. Means can also be provided for
constructing a pattern having multiple interleaved layers of
conductive and dielectric material as described herein. More-
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over, it is possible to have consecutive layers of dielectric or
conductive material, where desired.

In accordance with still another aspect of the invention, a
system for identifying an object is provided, including a
device as described herein in combination with a reader
adapted and configured to read information from the device.
The reader may be configured to optically scan the pattern to
obtain the information. For example, the reader may be con-
figured to transmit a first electromagnetic wave to the device
at the resonant frequency, and receive a second electromag-
netic wave from the resonant circuit in response to the first
electromagnetic wave.

In accordance with still a further aspect, the resonant fre-
quency can be between about 125 kHz and 150 kHz, 13 MHz
and 14 MHz, 850 MHz and 1000 MHz, and 2 GHz and 3 GHz.
In accordance with one embodiment, the resonant frequency
is about 866 MHz.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and are intended to provide further explanation of the
invention claimed.

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute part of this specification, are included to illus-
trate and provide a further understanding of the method and
system of the invention. Together with the description, the
drawings serve to explain the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a schematic view of a first representative embodi-
ment of a device made in accordance with the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of a portion of the identification
tag of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of a portion of a second repre-
sentative embodiment of a device made in accordance with
the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of a portion of a third represen-
tative embodiment of a device made in accordance with the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a schematic view of a portion of a fourth repre-
sentative embodiment of a device made in accordance with
the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic view of a portion of a fifth represen-
tative embodiment of a device made in accordance with the
present invention;

FIG. 7 is a schematic view of a system made in accordance
with the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a partial perspective view of a system and method
for manufacturing a device made in accordance with the
present invention;

FIGS. 9(a)-9(c) are partial perspective views of an alter-
nate embodiment of a system and method for manufacturing
a device made in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a schematic view of a portion of another alternate
embodiment of a device made in accordance with the present
invention; and

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an article of manufacture
made in accordance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Reference will now be made in detail to the present pre-
ferred embodiments of the invention, an example of which is
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. The method and
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corresponding steps of the invention will be described in
conjunction with the detailed description of the system.

The devices and methods presented herein may be used for
identifying physical objects, among other things. The present
invention is particularly suited for identifying goods for pur-
poses of storage and commerce, such as in the shipment of
commercial products and/or maintaining inventory.

In accordance with the invention, an identification device is
provided. The device includes a pattern adapted and config-
ured to be read optically by a reader to obtain information,
wherein the pattern is formed at least in part from conductive
material. The device also includes a resonant circuit config-
ured to resonate at a resonant frequency, wherein the resonant
circuit is formed at least in part from at least a portion of the
electrically conductive material of the pattern.

For purpose of explanation and illustration, and not limi-
tation, a partial view of an exemplary embodiment of a device
in accordance with the invention is shown in FIG. 1 and is
designated generally by reference character 100. Other
embodiments of a device in accordance with the invention,
aspects thereof or systems incorporating such a device, are
provided in FIGS. 2-11, as will be described.

In accordance with the invention, a device including a
pattern adapted and configured to be read optically by a reader
to obtain information is provided, wherein the pattern is
formed at least in part by conductive material.

For purposes ofillustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein and as depicted in FIG. 1, device 100 is provided with
a pattern 110. As depicted, pattern 110 is defined by a plural-
ity of parallel conductive members 112¢-112# that may be
optically read by a reader, such as a conventional bar code
reader, among others. Conductive members 112a¢-112#z each
have a first end 114a- 114, a second end 1164-116# and a
central region 118a-118x.

The plurality of parallel conductive members 112a-112#
may be formed in a variety of shapes. For example, it is
possible to form members 1124-112# into a serpentine pat-
tern as depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2 by connecting adjacent ends
114a-114n, 116a-1162 using bridge portions 115, or a con-
tinuous winding pattern as depicted in FIG. 3 by using bridge
portions 117, among others. By way of further example,
conductive members 1124-1127 may be connected by a
straight or curved conductor in a variety of locations. As
depicted in FIG. 4, conductive members 112a-1127 may be
connected by a straight conductor 120 at an end 114a-114n of
each of the conductive members 112a- 112z. Straight con-
ductor 120 may be placed along the ends of conductive mem-
bers as depicted in FIG. 4, or proximate a medial region
1184-118n of each conductive member 112.

Pattern 110 preferably resembles a bar code, as is well
known in the art. Generally speaking a bar code includes a
series of vertical bars of varying widths, in which each of the
digits zero through nine are represented by a different pattern
of bars that may be read by a laser scanner. The bars are
commonly found on consumer products and are used espe-
cially for inventory control. While forming pattern 110 into
the shape of a one-dimensional pattern bar code has been
discussed above, a two-dimensional bar code (containing
information in two directions instead of only one) may also be
employed, as depicted in FIG. 6. As depicted, pattern 110 in
FIG. 6 still includes generally parallel conductive members
112a-112r that may be conducted as desired to form a con-
ductor of a desired length.

In further accordance with the invention, the device also
includes a resonant circuit configured to resonate at a reso-
nant frequency. The resonant circuit includes at least a portion
of the conductive portion of the pattern.
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For purposes of illustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein and as depicted in FIG. 1, device 100 is provided with
a resonant circuit 130 that may function as a transmitter/
receiver in combination with a conductive portion of pattern
110. Resonant circuit preferably includes a first portion 132
that has a capacitor 134 and an inductor 136. The capacitor
134 and inductor 136 may be selected to create a desired
resonant frequency of the circuit 130. For example, there are
a number of resonant frequencies that have been used to date
in RFID technology. For example, the resonant frequency
may be between about 125 kHz and 150kHz, 13 MHz and 14
MHz., 850 MHz and 1000 MHz, or even between about 2
GHz and 3 GHz. Specific frequencies popularly employed
include low resonant frequencies between about 125-148
kHz, high frequencies of about 13.56 MHz, ultra-high fre-
quencies of about 915 MHz and microwave frequencies of
about 2.45 GHz. The ability to use certain frequencies is
generally regulated by governmental entities. As such, the
availability of frequencies in certain bands can vary from
country to country. For example, a preferred resonant fre-
quency for Europe is 866 MHz.

As isknown in the art, the impedance of the resonant circuit
130 will be influenced by the configuration of the conductive
portion of pattern 110 that is in electrical communication
with, and forms a part of, resonant circuit 130. Although F1G.
1 depicts pattern 110 being connected to the rest of resonant
circuit in only one location, this is meant to merely be repre-
sentative. Pattern 110 can be connected to other portions of
resonant circuit 130 in a number of locations.

Depending on the configuration of the conductive material
in pattern 110, the resonant circuit 130 will need to be tuned
to a resonance at the center frequency desired for operation
(e.g., 13.56 MHz.). Tuning of resonant circuit is accom-
plished by matching a combination of inductance and capaci-
tance, as is known in the art. Moreover that resonant circuit
must be tuned to have an optimal bandwidth (“Q”) to ensure
that sidebands, caused by the data signals being modulated
onto the center frequency carrier wave, may fit into the band-
pass of the resonant circuit 130. If the resonant circuit 130 is
tuned too narrowly the sidebands will be cut off and lost. Ifthe
resonant circuit is tuned too widely, random ambient noise
occurring in that frequency range will pass through, which in
turn can degrade the quality of the signal being received.
Likewise, selection of a particular resonant frequency will
impose certain design considerations regarding the geometry
of the pattern 110 in the resonant circuit. As such, circuit
shape, material and conductor geometry all must be consid-
ered when designing a device, such as an identification tag, in
accordance with the present invention. It should also be noted
that the Figures of this application are meant to be schematic
representations to illustrate devices made in accordance with
the invention, and are not to scale.

For example, if a resonant frequency of 13.56 MHz is
selected as a desired resonant frequency, certain shapes of
pattern 110 will be preferable over others. RFID tags in this
frequency range operate through inductive coupling. Accord-
ingly, a pattern 110 having a spiral shape such as that depicted
in FIG. 3 may be particularly suitable to enhance inductive
coupling.

However, other configurations such as a dipole configura-
tion may also be used for resonant circuit 130. For example,
FIG. 5 depicts a pattern 110 that may include a dipole 122. In
accordance with this embodiment, members 112a-1127 may
be provided in a non conductive form, but conductor 122
including portions 122a, 1225 and 122¢ are provided as con-
ductive material. Stubs 1224 may be connected to central
conductor 122 by way of portions 122¢ to increase the band-
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width of dipole 122, each having a stub length [, and a stub
separation S.. To decrease the necessary length of dipole L,,
conductive portions 1225 may be used to provide capacitive
end loading. While the drawings in this application are not to
scale, for an RFID tag having a resonant frequency of 960
MHz, appropriate values for L, L., and S are 9 cm, 3.6 cm
and 3 cm respectively. However, a dipole can be designed for
other frequency regimes as well.

Resonant circuit 130 also preferably includes a circuit 138
that includes identification information unique to a product.
For example, circuit 138 may include simple hard wired
information such as a serial number unique to a product being
labeled with the device 100. Moreover, resonant circuit 130
may include a microchip 140. Microchip 140 may be pro-
vided with an onboard processor as well as memory, as is
known in the art. Microchip 140 may include detailed infor-
mation about a product that is labeled with device 100. Such
information may include, for example, product data such as
product destination and weight, shipping information and the
like.

In accordance with a further aspect of the invention, the
device may be configured to absorb a first electromagnetic
wave at the resonant frequency, and transmit or backscatter a
second electromagnetic wave at the resonant frequency in
response to the first electromagnetic wave.

As embodied herein, since device 100 is configured to
resonate at a particular center frequency, it may absorb energy
from a source in the form of a first electromagnetic wave 142,
as depicted in FIG. 7. This energy may be used to power
microchip 140. After receiving energy from first electromag-
netic wave 142, microchip 140 may be configured to transmit
requested information as a second electromagnetic wave 144
through resonant circuit 130. Device 100 is preferably con-
figured to transmit unique identification information in the
second electromagnetic wave 144. By way of further
example, an additional power source such as a battery 146
may be operably coupled to microchip 140 as depicted in
FIG. 7 so that device 100 is not dependent on receiving
electromagnetic energy from an outside source in order to
function, thereby making it an active tag instead of a passive
one.

In accordance with still another aspect of the invention, the
pattern may be formed in a variety of ways.

For purposes ofillustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein, pattern 110 is formed directly from metal. For
example, pattern 110 may be formed from a metallic wire,
from stamping a metallic sheet with a die, by embossing a foil
on a substrate, and the like. Moreover, pattern 110 may be
formed by way of photolithographic deposition techniques
such as chemical vapor deposition, or plasma enhanced
chemical vapor deposition, among others.

In accordance with still another aspect of the invention, a
device is provided wherein the pattern is formed by printing a
conductive material onto a substrate.

For purposes ofillustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein and as depicted in FIG. 8, pattern 110 is formed by
printing a conductive material 150 onto a substrate 160 using
aprinthead 152. Conductive material 150 preferably includes
metallic particulate material that is adapted and configured to
be printed onto a substrate 160, as are known in the art. For
example, silver based conductive inks are known in the art
and are suitable for RFID technologies. The pattern 110 may
be printed, for example, by using a laser printer or an inkjet
printer.

Substrate 160 may take on a variety of forms. For example,
substrate 160 may be a medium suitable to be printed on such
as various types of paper and plastic sheeting suitable to be
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converted into identification tags that may be adhered to
objects using an adhesive. Moreover, substrate 160 may be
packaging material suitable for enclosing and/or accompany-
ing a product. As will be appreciated by those of skill in the
art, the nature of the substrate 160 as well as the contents of
any shipping container that device 100 is formed on may
cause the center frequency of device 100 to shift. As such, the
environment that device 100 will be placed in must also be
considered in the process of designing a specific device 100
for a particular application.

Moreover, while other portions of resonant circuit 130 may
be formed separately from pattern 110 and later placed in
communication therewith, it is also possible to form other
portions of resonant circuit 130 on the substrate 160 along
with pattern 110, such as by printing and/or other deposition
techniques such as plasma enhanced chemical vapor deposi-
tion. Thus, pattern 110 and other portions of resonant circuit
130 could be formed in the same manner at the same time.

It is also possible to create a pattern that is composed of
multiple layers of conductors separated by insulating layers
of dielectric material.

For purposes of illustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein and as depicted in FIGS. 8(a)-8(c), pattern 110 may be
formed from multiple layers of conductive material 162a-
162n that are deposited on substrate 160. For example, as
depicted in FIG. 9(a), first conductive layer 162¢ may be
deposited directly on substrate 160 and be provided with an
initial pattern 164 of conductive material. Since the embodi-
ment of FIG. 9 contemplates multiple layers of material on
top of first conductive layer 162a, it is not necessary for
pattern 164 to be in a form that may be read optically, such as
by abar code scanner. As such, pattern 164 may be configured
to resemble a spiral pattern, serpentine pattern or other pattern
to optimize the length and shape of pattern 110, based on the
application at hand.

As shown in FIG. 9(b), a second layer 166 of dielectric
material may be provided. Specifically, insulating layers
166a-166r may be disposed between layers 162a-162xn. Spe-
cifically, second layer 166a is preferably composed of a
dielectric material to electrically insulate first conductive
layer 1624 from conductive layer 1625, described below. One
or more portions 168 of first layer 162a are preferably not
covered by second layer 1664 to permit third layer (a conduc-
tive layer) 1625 to be placed in electrical contact therewith.
Second layer 166 may be sprayed on by the same print head
152 as first layer 162, or by a separate print head 154 con-
taining dielectric material. While the embodiment of F1G. 9 is
depicted as being formed by a print head, other techniques
may be used, as described above, such as photolithography
and the like.

As shown in FIG. 9(c¢), a third layer 16254 in the form of a
second conductive layer is disposed on the second insulating
layer 166. As depicted, a plurality of interleaved conductive
and dielectric layers may be provided, terminating in a top
layer 162# including a terminal pattern 170 formed at least in
part of conductive material capable of being read by a bar
code reader. For example, only a portion of terminal pattern
170 may be formed from conductive material, with the
remainder of pattern 170 being formed from nonconductive
ink. The initial pattern 164 of conductive material and the
conductive portion of terminal pattern 170 of conductive
material are preferably in direct electrical contact at location
168. Electrically coupling the two layers 1624, 1627 may
provides for a longer effective conductor, if desired. Note
that, in practice, the overall thickness of identification tag is
quite small, and that the thicknesses shown of each layer in
FIG. 9(c) is for illustration only.
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It is also possible to interleave additional layers between
the substrate, first second and third layers as described above.
For example, it is possible to provide additional dielectric or
conductive layers between the substrate and first layer or
subsequent layers, if desired. This can be done for a variety of
reasons, such as to facilitate manufacturing. If desired, two
consecutive dielectric layers may be desired, such as layers of
different dielectric materials. Moreover, two consecutive lay-
ers of conductive material could be provided in certain cir-
cumstances, such as where the geometry of the circuit pattern
is easier to manufacture by using multiple layers. Addition-
ally or alternatively, different conductive inks can be applied
to form the same or different conductive layers.

Initial pattern 164 and terminal pattern 170 could also be
electromagnetically coupled. For example, if initial pattern
164 and terminal pattern 170 are provided in an overlapping
spatial relationship as depicted in FIG. 10, initial pattern 164
could trap a significant amount of energy via inductive cou-
pling with first electromagnetic wave 142 (see FIG. 7), and
impart it to terminal pattern 170 via lead 172 by way of
transformer action via magnetic flux 173. Note that FIG. 10 is
intended to merely illustrate the physical relationship
between initial pattern 164 and terminal pattern 170, and is
not intended to fully illustrate the identification tag made in
accordance with the present invention.

Moreover, it is well within the scope of the invention to
provide a pattern with n layers, as depicted in FIG. 9. Thus,
patterns with three, four, five or more conductive layers 162
may be provided, as desired.

In accordance with a further aspect of the invention, a
reader for identifying objects is provided.

For purposes ofillustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein and as depicted in FIG. 7, a reader 180 is provided. As
depicted in FIG. 7, reader 180 includes an optical reader, such
as a bar code reader 182 for optically reading a conventional
bar code or a device 100 as described herein, and a radio
frequency reader 184 such as a conventional RF scanner for
transmitting a first electromagnetic wave 142 to device 100 at
a resonant frequency of the tag, and receiving a second elec-
tromagnetic wave 144 in response to the first electromagnetic
wave containing information, such as identification informa-
tion.

Advantageously, reader 180 may also be used for scanning
bar codes or other indicia that are not also radio frequency
identification tags. Reader 180 also includes a controller 186
including a processor 188 and memory 190 as are known in
the art operably coupled to a power source, such as battery
192. Controller 186 is adapted and configured to control bar
code reader 182 and radio frequency device 184.

The optical reader 182 of reader 180 may be configured and
adapted to transmit a beam of light 194 at any desired wave-
length to read indicia such as a conventional bar code. Light
beam 194 may be composed of a plurality of light bands. For
example, light in the visible spectrum, such as colored light,
may be transmitted to aid an operator in aiming reader 180,
while light of a different frequency may also be transmitted
capable of discerning finer features of an indicia such as a bar
code (such as ultraviolet light).

Radio frequency reader 184 includes a resonant circuit 196
adapted to transmit first electromagnetic wave 142 and
receive second electromagnetic wave 144. As depicted in
FIG. 7, radio frequency reader 184 may be adapted and con-
figured to in transmit at one or a plurality of frequencies, as
described herein. It is possible to transmit at different fre-
quencies by including a plurality of circuits 198 having dif-
ferent frequencies within resonant circuit 196, wherein a
switching mechanism 200 operably coupled to controller 186
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is adapted and configured to select an circuit 198 configured
to resonate at the desired frequency. Additionally or alterna-
tively, it is possible to provide a variable circuit 202 (includ-
ing, for example a variable capacitor (not shown)) operably
coupled to controller 186 that is adapted and configured to
adjust variable circuit 202 to resonate at the desired fre-
quency. Also, a plurality of resonant circuits 196 may be
provided in different physical orientations to facilitate receiv-
ing information from a device 100.

In accordance with still another aspect of the invention, an
article of manufacture is provided. The article of manufacture
includes an object to be sold in combination with a device as
described herein.

For purposes of illustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein and as depicted in FIG. 11, an article of manufacture
including a product 300 having a device 100 affixed thereto is
provided. Product 300 may be contained inside protective
packaging wherein device 100 is disposed on the protective
packaging. Product 300, of course, may be any one of a
multitude of products, including electronics items such as
television sets, appliances, and the like, or any other item of
commerce that is suitable for receiving a device 100 that may
function, for example, as an identification tag. For example, it
is possible for device 100 to be adapted and configured to be
attached to clothing items on racks in a clothing store, or even
attached to food items in a supermarket. By way of further
example, it is possible to attach device 100 to perishable
goods. Device 100 may thus store information relating to the
perishable nature of the goods, including the date of manu-
facture and/or expiration date. As discussed above, the use
and environment device 100 is to be placed is should be
considered in designing device 100 for a particular applica-
tion.

In further accordance with the invention, a system is pro-
vided for identifying an object. The system includes a device
as described herein, such as an identification tag in combina-
tion with a reader capable of detecting identification informa-
tion from the tag.

For purposes of illustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein and as depicted for example in FIG. 7, a system is
provided including a device 100 as provided herein, and a
reader. The reader may be similar in design and function to
reader 180 described herein, or may take other forms. For
example, the system of the invention may include a reader
that only scans the optical characteristics of device 100. Alter-
natively, the reader may be configured to only interact with
device 100 electromagnetically. As such, one or more of a
plurality of resonant frequencies are possible, as described
herein.

In further accordance with the invention, a method for
forming a device is also provided.

For purposes of illustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein and as depicted in FIGS. 9(a)-9(c), the method
includes the step of providing a substrate, such as substrate
160 described herein. The method further includes the step of
forming a pattern such as pattern 170 on the substrate 160
alone, and/or in combination with other non-conductive
material. The visible portion of the pattern 170 preferably
includes a portion capable of being read by a bar code reader.
The method further includes the step of providing the remain-
ing portions of a resonant circuit (such as resonant circuit 130
and others discussed above) configured to resonate at a pre-
determined frequency as described herein. The method also
includes the step of placing the resonant circuit in operative
contact with the conductive portion of pattern 170.

In further accordance with the invention, the pattern form-
ing step may include forming a plurality of parallel conduc-
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tive members into the portion of the pattern that is read by an
optical reader as described herein. The plurality of parallel
conductive members may be formed into various patterns
using a variety of techniques as described above. Likewise,
other portion of the resonant circuit (e.g., 130) may be printed
onthe substrate in whole or in part using these techniques. For
example, first portion 132 of resonant circuit 130 may be
printed, while further portions of the circuit may be printed
including identification information, or provided separately
and attached, such as microchip 140. By way of further
example, as depicted in FIG. 8, pattern 110 may be formed on
aprinter having a first printing head (e.g., 152) configured and
adapted to deposit conductive material, and a second printing
head (e.g., 154) configured and adapted to deposit dielectric
material, as described in detail above.

In further accordance with the invention, a machine read-
able program is provided. The program contains instructions
for controlling a system for forming a pattern of conductive
material on a substrate, the system including a substrate and a
printer capable of printing material on the substrate. The
program includes means for instructing the printer to print a
pattern on the substrate, the pattern adapted and configured to
be read optically by a reader to obtain information, the pattern
including conductive material.

For purposes ofillustration and not limitation, as embodied
herein, the computer program may be embodied either in
software or in hardware, such as a memory chip. The com-
puter program may be written using well known techniques as
is well known in the art and converted into machine code. The
computer program in accordance with the invention has
instructions therein for operating the printer. The printer may
be a handheld device similar in appearance to a handheld
label maker, a conventional laser or inkjet printer, or indus-
trial printer.

Preferably, the instructions in machine readable format
will be contained on a computer chip in the printer for a
controller configured and adapted to control the printer to
access when the printer is operated by an operator. Thus,
when an operator presses a button on a control panel to make
alabel, for example, the computer chip containing the instruc-
tions in machine readable format will be accessed by the
controller to operate the printer. However, the computer pro-
gram may also be embodied in a software program and run
from a computer located inside or outside of the printer.

In further accordance the machine readable program of the
invention, means may also be provided for instructing the
printer to print a plurality of parallel conductive members in
the portion of the pattern that is read by an optical reader. The
pattern may be as pattern 110 described herein configured to
be read by a bar code scanner. Likewise, means may be
provided for instructing the printer to print the plurality of
parallel conductive members in a variety of patterns, as
described above. Means may also be provided for instructing
the printer to print a resonant circuit on the substrate. The
program may also include instructions for printing a plurality
of conductive layers interspersed with a plurality of dielectric
layers as described herein, where the top most layer printed is
preferably a pattern that is at least partially formed from
conductive material, and that may be optically read by an
optical reader, such as a bar code reader.

In accordance with still another aspect of the invention, a
machine readable program is also provided that is adapted
and configured to facilitate the design of a device as described
herein. As discussed above, the complexity of the geometries
of the resonant circuit 130 must be taken into account when
designing a device 100 to resonate at a desired resonant
frequency. As such, a computer program is provided herein to
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facilitate designing such a device as device 100. Computer
programs exist for designing resonant circuits as are known in
the art. Thus, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, a computer program is provided that is
configured to receive an input for a desired bar code pattern
and a desired resonant frequency. The bar code can be
designed using the program, or can be imported from other
software, or scanned in to a viewable file format, such as a
portable document format. The computer program may also
be further adapted and configured to receive additional inputs
from an operator such as material from which to printa device
as described herein, the dimensional size of the device 100
that is desired, whether the device is to be passive or active, as
well as all other possible variables disclosed herein. The
computer program is further configured to provide different
choices for the geometry of a pattern 110 (e.g., such as FIGS.
1-6 herein), or may choose a geometry automatically, if
desired. The program is further adapted to design a resonant
circuit 130 including, for example, pattern of conductive
material 110 based on the inputted information. The resonant
circuit design can be accepted or modified by a user of the
program, and the program can be further adapted to instruct a
printer to print conductive and/or non conductive material on
a substrate to create device 100.

The devices, methods, systems and machine readable pro-
grams of the present invention, as described above and shown
in the drawings, provide for a device with superior properties
to those of the current state of the art. It will be apparent to
those skilled in the art that various modifications and varia-
tions may be made in the device and method of the present
invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention. Thus, it is intended that the present invention
include modifications and variations that are within the scope
of'the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A device for containing information comprising:

a) a substrate;

b) a first layer disposed on the substrate, the first layer
including an initial pattern of conductive material;

c¢) a second layer disposed on a portion of the first layer, the
second layer being a dielectric material;

d) a third layer disposed on the second layer, the third layer
including a terminal pattern adapted and configured to
be read optically by a reader to obtain information, the
pattern formed at least in part by electrically conductive
material, wherein the initial pattern and the terminal
pattern are in electrical contact with each other; and

e) a resonant circuit configured to resonate at a resonant
frequency, the resonant circuit formed at least in part
from at least a portion of the electrically conductive
material of the initial pattern and the terminal pattern.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the terminal pattern
includes a plurality of parallel conductive members and is
adapted and configured to be read optically by a bar code
reader.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the plurality of parallel
conductive members are formed in a serpentine pattern.

4. The device of claim 2, wherein the plurality of parallel
conductive members are formed in a continuous winding
pattern.

5. The device of claim 2, wherein the resonant circuit acts
as a dipole.

6. The device of claim 5, wherein each of the conductive
members are connected by a straight conductor at an end of
each of the conductive members.
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7. The device of claim 5, wherein each of the conductive
members are connected by a straight conductor proximate to
a central region of each of the conductive members.

8. The device of claim 2, wherein the plurality of conduc-
tive members are arranged into a two-dimensional bar code
pattern.

9. The device of claim 1, wherein the device is an identifi-
cation tag configured to receive a first electromagnetic wave
at the resonant frequency, and transmit a second electromag-
netic wave in response to the first electromagnetic wave.

10. The device of claim 9, wherein the identification tag is
configured to transmit unique identification information in
the second electromagnetic wave.

11. The device of claim 1, wherein the resonant frequency
is between about 125 kHz and 150 kHz.

12. The device of claim 1, wherein the resonant frequency
is between about 13 MHz and 14 MHz.

13. The device of claim 1, wherein the resonant frequency
is between about 850 MHz and 1000 MHz.

14. The device of claim 1, wherein the portion of the pattern
made from conductive material is formed from metal.

15. The device of claim 14, wherein the portion of the
pattern made from conductive material is formed from a
metallic wire.

16. The device of claim 14, wherein the portion of the
pattern made from conductive material is formed from a
metallic sheet.

17. The device of claim 1, wherein at least one of the layers
is formed by using a laser printer.

18. The device of claim 1, wherein at least one of the layers
is formed by using an ink jet printer.

19. The device of claim 1, wherein an additional layer of
material is disposed between at least one of:

a) the substrate and the first layer;

b) the first layer and the second layer; and

c) the second layer and the third layer.

20. A method for forming a device comprising:

a) providing a substrate;

b) forming a first conductive layer having an initial pattern
of conductive material on at least a portion of the sub-
strate;

c) forming a first dielectric layer on at least a portion of the
first layer;

d) forming a second conductive layer on the first dielectric
layer, the second conductive layer including a terminal
pattern capable of being read optically by a reader to
obtain information, the pattern formed at least in part by
conductive material, wherein the initial pattern and the
terminal pattern are in electrical contact; and

e) forming a resonant circuit configured to resonate at a
resonant frequency, the resonant circuit formed at least
in part from at least a portion of the electrically conduc-
tive material of at least one of the initial pattern and the
terminal pattern.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the terminal pattern
forming step includes forming a plurality of parallel conduc-
tive members, the plurality of conductive members config-
ured and adapted to be read by a bar code reader.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the plurality of par-
allel conductive members are formed into a serpentine pat-
tern.

23. The method of claim 21, wherein the plurality of par-
allel conductive members are formed into a continuous wind-
ing pattern.

24. The method of claim 20, wherein the plurality of con-
ductive members are arranged into a two-dimensional bar
code pattern.
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25. The method of claim 21, further including the step of
connecting the parallel conductive members with conductive
material.

26. The method of claim 20, wherein the pattern is formed
at least in part from a metallic member.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the pattern is formed
at least in part from a metallic wire.

28. The method of claim 26, wherein the pattern is formed
at least in part from a metallic sheet.

29. The method of claim 20, wherein the first conductive
layer is formed by printing conductive material onto the sub-
strate.

30. The method of claim 20, further comprising printing
conductive material on the substrate.

31. The method of claim 29, wherein one or more of the
conductive layers is formed by using a laser printer.

32. The method of claim 29, wherein the conductive layer
is formed by using an ink jet printer.

33. The method of claim 30, wherein the device is formed
by a printer having a first printing head configured and
adapted to deposit conductive material, and a second printing
head configured and adapted to deposit dielectric material.

34. A machine readable program resident on a computer-
readable medium containing instructions for controlling a
system for forming a pattern of conductive material on a
substrate, the system including a substrate and a printer
capable of printing material on the substrate, wherein the
program comprises:

means for instructing the printer to print a first layer on the

substrate, the first layer including an initial pattern
including conductive material;

means for instructing the printer to print a second layer

over the first layer, the second layer including dielectric
material; and

means for instructing the printer to print a third layer over

the second layer, the third layer having a terminal pattern
configured and adapted to be read optically by the reader
to obtain the information, the terminal pattern including
conductive material, wherein the initial pattern of con-
ductive material and the terminal pattern of conductive
material are in electrical contact.

35. The machine readable program of claim 34, further
comprising means for instructing the printer to print a plural-
ity of parallel conductive members in the portion of the ter-
minal pattern that is read optically.

36. The machine readable program of claim 35, further
comprising means for instructing the printer to print the plu-
rality of parallel conductive members in a serpentine pattern.

37. The machine readable program of claim 35, further
comprising means for instructing the printer to print the plu-
rality of parallel conductive members in a continuous wind-
ing pattern.

38. The machine readable program of claim 35, further
comprising means for instructing the printer to print the plu-
rality of parallel conductive members in a two-dimensional
bar code pattern.

39. The machine readable program of claim 34, further
comprising means for instructing the printer to print addi-
tional components of a resonant circuit on the substrate.

40. The machine readable program of claim 34, wherein
the primer is a laser printer.

41. The machine readable program of claim 34, wherein
the primer is an ink jet printer.

42. A system for identifying an object comprising:

a) a device comprising:

1) a substrate;
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i1) a first conductive layer disposed on at least a portion
of'the substrate, the first conductive layer including an
initial pattern of conductive material;

iii) a first dielectric layer disposed on the first conductive
layer;

iv) a second conductive layer disposed on the first dielec-
tric layer, the second conductive layer including a
terminal pattern adapted and configured to be read
optically by a reader to obtain information, the pattern
formed at least in part by electrically conductive
material, wherein the initial pattern and the terminal
pattern are in operative communication with each
other;

v) aresonant circuit configured to resonate at a resonant
frequency, the resonant circuit formed at least in part
from at least a portion of the electrically conductive
material of at least one of the initial pattern and the
terminal the pattern; and

b) a reader adapted and configured to read information
from the device.

16

43. The system of claim 42, wherein the reader is config-
ured to optically scan the pattern to obtain the information.

44. The system of claim 42, wherein the reader is config-
ured to transmit a first electromagnetic wave to the device at
the resonant frequency, and receive a second electromagnetic
wave from the resonant circuit in response to the first elec-
tromagnetic wave.

45. The system of claim 42, wherein the resonant fre-
quency is between about 125 kHz and 150 kHz.

46. The system of claim 42, wherein the resonant fre-
quency is between about 13 MHz and 14 MHz.

47. The system of claim 42, wherein the resonant fre-
quency is between about 850 MHz and 1000 MHz.

48. The system of claim 42, wherein the resonant fre-
quency is between about 2 GHz and 3 GHz.

49. The device of claim 1, wherein the substrate is disposed
on a product.

50. The device of claim 1, wherein the substrate is disposed
on a protective packaging enclosing a product.
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