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948 planetary nebula • plasma torch 

earth : TERRESTRIAL b : 0LOBAL, WORLDWIDE<-- politics) 3 : hav­
ing or consisting of an epicyclic train of gear wheels 

planetary nebula n (1785): a usu. compact luminous ring-shaped neb­
ula that is composed of matter which has been ejected from a hot star 
at its center 

planetary science n (1969) : PLANETOLOOY - planetary scientist 
n 

plan•e•tes•i-mal \,pla-na-'te-sa-mal, -za-mal\ n [planet + -esimal (as in 
infinitesimal)] (1903) : any of numerous small celestial bodies that may 
have existed at an early stage of the development of the solar system 

planetesimal hypothesis n (1904) : a hypothesis in astronomy: the 
planets have evolved by aggregation from planetesimals 

plan-et•oid \'pla-na-\toid\ n (1803) : a small body resembling a planet; 
esp : ASTEROID - p1an-et-oi0dal \,pla-na-'t6i-d3l\ a4i 

plan-et•Ol•o-gy \,pla-na-'tii-la-je\ n, pl -gies (1865) : a branch of as­
tronomy that deals with the condensed matter of the solar system and 
esp. with the planets and their moons - plan-et•O•IOg•i•cal \,pla-na­
ta-'lii-ji-kal\ a4i - plan-et•Ol•O•gist \,pla-na-'tii-la-jist"\ n 

planet wheel n (1799) : a gear wheel that revolves around the wheel 
with which it meshes in an epicyclic train 

plan-et-wide \'pla-nat-'wid\ a4i (1969) : extending throughout or in­
volving an entire planet 

plan-form \'plan-,form\ n (1908): the contour of an object (as an air­
plane) or mass as viewed from above 

plan-gen•CY \'plan-jan(t)-se\ n (1858) : the quality or state of being 
plangent 

plan-gent \-jant\ a<Q [L plangent-, plangens, prp. of plangere to strike, 
lament - more at PLAINT] (1666) 1 : having a loud reverberating 
sound < a  _, roar) 2 : having an expressive and esp. plaintive quality 
<-- lyrics)- plan•8ent-ly adv 

pfa-nim•e•ter \pla-'m-ma-tar, pla-\ n [F planimetre, fr. L planum plane 
+ F -metre -meter] (ca. 1858): an instrument for measuring the area of 
a plane figure by tracing its boundary line 

pla-ni-met•ric \,pla-na-'me-trik\ a4i (ca. 1828) 1 : of, relating to, or 
made by means of a planimeter <-- measurements) 2 of a map : hav­
ing no indications of relief - pla0nl0met•rl0cal-ly \-tri-k(a-)le\ adv 

planing a4i (1919) : having or being a hull designed to lift partially 
from the water's surface at high speeds<-- boats) 

plan•ish \ 'pla-nish \ vt [ME planysshen, fr. AF planiss-, stem of planir to 
make smooth, fr.plain.plan level, fr. Lplanus-more at FLOOR] (14c) 
: to smooth, toughen, and finish (metal) by hammering lightly 
pla0nl0sphere \'pla-na-,sfir\ n [alter. of ME planisperie, fr. ML pla­
nisphaerium, fr. Lplanum plane+ sphaera sphere] (14c): a representa­
tion of the circles of the sphere on a plane; esp : a polar projection of 
the celestial sphere and the stars on a plane with adjustable circles or 
other apeendages for showing celestial phenomena for any given time 

- pla•m-spher-ic \,pla-na-'sfir-ik, -'sfer-\ a4i 1plank \'plaIJk\ n [ME, fr. AF plaunke, planche, fr. Lplanca] (13c) 1 a 
: a heavy thick board; esp : one 2 to 4 inches (5 to 10 centimeters) thick 
and at least 8 inches (20 centimeters) wide b : an object made of a 
plank or planking c : PLANKING 2 a : an article in the platform of a 
political party b : a principal item of a policy or program 2plank vt (15c) 1 : to cover, build, or floor with planks 2 : to set down 
forcefully - usu. used with down 3 : to cook and serve on a board 

plank•ing \'plaIJ-kiIJ\ n (15c) 1 : the act or process of covering or fit­
ting witn planks 2 : a quantity of planks 

plank•ter \'plaIJ(k)-tar\ n [Gk plankter wanderer, fr. plazestha11 (1935) 
: a planktonic organism 
plank-ton \'plaIJ(k)-tan, -,tan\ n [G, fr. Gk, neut. of planktos drifting, fr. 
plazesthai to wander, drift, Jniddle voice of plazein to drive astray; akin 
to L plangere to strike - more at PLAINT] (1889) : the passively float­
ing or weakly swimming usu. minute animal and plant life of a body of 
water - plank•ton-ic \plaIJ(k)-'tii-nik\ a<Q 

planning n (1730): the act or process of making or carrying out plans; 
specif: the establishment of goals, policies, and procedures for a social 
or econolnic unit {city--) {business--> 

piano-- see PLAN-
pla-no-con-cave \,pla-no-(,)kiin-'kav, -'kiin-,\ a<Q (1693): flat on one 
side and concave on the other 

pla-no-con-vex \-(,)kiin-'veks, -'kiin-,. -kan-'\ a<Q (1665) : flat on one 
side and convex on the other 

P}an•o-gram \'pla-na-,gram\ n [plan- (taken as combining form of 
plan) + -gram] (1986) : a schematic drawing or plan for displaying 
merchandise in a store so as to ma.xilnize sales 

pla-nog-ra-phy \pla-'nii-gra-fe, pla-\ n (ca. 1909) : a process (as lithog­
raphy) for printing from a plane surface - pla•no-graph•ic \,pla-na­
'gra-fik\ a<Q 

plan position indicator n (1932) : a radarscope having a sweep syn­
chronized with a usu. rotating antenna so that the radar return can be 
used to find range and bearing 1plant \'plant\ vb [ME, fr. OE plantian, fr. LL plantare to plant, fix in 
place, fr. L, to plant, fr.planta plant] vt (bef. 12c) 1 a: to put or set in 
the ground for growth <-- seeds) b : to set or sow with seeds or 
plants c : IMPLANT 2 a : ESTABLISH, INSTITUTE b : COLONIZE, SET­
TLE c : to place (animals) in a new locality d : to stock with animals 
3 a : to place in or on the ground b : to place firmly or forcibly <--ed 
a hard blow on his chin) 4 a : CONCEAL b : to covertly place for dis­
covery, publication, or dissemination ,,..._ vi : to plant something -
plant-able \'plan-ta-bal\ a<Q 2plant n [MEplante, fr. OE, fr. Lplanta] (bef. 12c) 1 a: a young tree, 
vine, shrub, or herb planted or suitable for planting b : any of a king­
dom (Plantae) of multicellular eukaryotic mostly photosynthetic or­
ganisms typically lacking locomotive movement or obvious nervous or 
sensory organs and possessing cellulose cell walls 2 a : the land, 
buildings, machinery, apparatus, and fixtures employed in carrying on 
a trade or an industrial business b : a factory or workshop for the 
manufacture of a particular product; also : POWER PLANT c : the to­
tal facilities available for production or service d : the buildings and 
other physical equipment of an institution 3 : an act of planting 4 
: something or someone planted - plant•like \-,lik\ a<Q 
Plan-tag-e-net \plan-'ta-ja-nat, -'taj-nat\ a<Q U'lantagenet, nickname of 
the family adopted as surname] (ca. 1562) : of or relating to a royal 
house ruling England from 1154 to 1485 {the _, kings) - Plan­
tagenet n 

1plan-tain \'plan-t3n\ n [ME, fr. AF, fr. Lplantagin-, plantago, fr.planta 
sole of the foot; fr. its broad leaves - more at PLACE] (13c) : any of a 
genus (Plantago of the family Plantaginaceae, the plantain falnily) of 
herbs with basal rosettes of usu. lanceolate or elliptical leaves and 
spikes of minute greenish flowers 2plantain n [Sp pkintano, platano plane tree, banana tree, fr. ML planta­
nus plane tree, alter. of L platanus - more at PLANE] (1582) 1 : the 
angular greenish starchy fruit of the plantain that is a staple food in the 
tropics when cooked 2 : a banana plant (Musa paradisiaca) 

plantain lily n (1882) : HOSTA 
plan-tar \'plan-tar, -,tar\ a<Q [L plantaris, fr. planta sole - more at 
PLACE] (ca. 1706): of or relating to the sole of the foot<-- wart) 

plantar fasciitis n (1940) : inflammation of the dense fibrous band of 
tissue of the sole of the foot that is marked esp. by heel or arch pain 

plan-ta•tion \plan-•ta-shan\ n (15c) 1 : a usu. large group of plants 
and esp. trees under cultivation 2 : a settlement in a new country or 
region {Plymouth Plantation) 3 a : a place that is planted or under 
cultivation b : an agricultural estate usu. worked by resident labor 

plant-er \'plan-tar\ n (14c) 1 : one that cultivates plants: as a (1) 
: FARMER (2) : one who owns or operates a plantation b : a planting 
machine or implement 2 : one who settles or founds a place and esp. a 
new colony 3 : a container in which ornamental plants are grown 

planter's punch n (1878) : a punch of rum, lime or lemon juice, sugar, 
water, and sometimes bitters 

plant food n (1853) 1 : FOOD lb 2: FERTILIZER 
plant hormone n (1932) : an organic substance other than a nutrient 
that in minute amounts modifies a plant physiological process; esp 
: one produced by a plant and active elsewhere than at the site of pro­
duction 

plan-ti-grade \'plan-ta-,grad\ a<Q [F, fr. Lplanta sole+ F -grade] (1827) 
: walking on the sole with the heel touching the ground {humans are 
--> - plantlgrade n 

plant•ing \'plan-tiIJ\ n (1535) : an area where plants are grown for com­
mercial or decorative purposes; also : the plants grown in such an area 

plant kingdom n (1858) : a basic group of natural objects that includes 
all living and extinct plants - compare ANIMAL KINGDOM, MINERAL 
KINGDOM 

plant-let \'plant-fat\ n (ca. 1711): a small or young plant 
plant louse n (1763) : APHID; also : any of various small insects (as a 
jumping plant louse) of similar habits 

plan•to-cra-cy \plan-'tii-kra-se\ n [planter+ -o-+ -cracy] (1840) 1 : a 
ruling class made up of planters 2 : government by planters 

plan•U•la \'plan-ya-fa\ n, pl -lae \-,le, -,Ii\ [NL, fr. L planus level, flat -
more at FLOOR] (1835): the very young usu. flattened oval or oblong 
free-swimming ciliated larva of a coelenterate 

plaque \'plak\ n [F, fr. MF, metal sheet, fr. plaquer to plate, fr. MD 
placken to piece, patch; akin to MD placke piece, MHG placke patch] 
(1845) 1 a : an ornamental brooch; esp : the badge of an honorary or­
der b : a flat thin piece (as of metal) used for decoration c : a com­
memorative or identifying inscribed tablet 2 a : a localized abnormal 
patch on a body part or surface b : a sticky usu. colorless film on 
teeth that is formed by and harbors bacteria c : an atherosclerotic le­
sion d : a histopathologic lesion of brain tissue that is characteristic 
of Alzheimer's disease and consists of a dense proteinaceous core com­
posed primarily of beta-amyloid that is often surrounded and infiltrat­
ed by a cluster of degenerating axons and dendrites 3 : a clear area in 

1 a bacterial culture produced by viral destruction of cells 
plash \'plash\ n [prob. imit.] (ca. 1522): SPLASH 2plash vi (1542) : to cause a splashing or spattering effect - vt : to 
break the surface of (water): SPLASH 

-plasia or -plasy n comb form [NL -plasia, fr. Gk plasis molding, fr. 
plassein] : development : formation {hyperplasia) {homoplasy) 
plasm \'pla-zam\ n [LL plasma something molded] (1747): PLASMA-
compare GERMPLASM 

plasm- or plasmo- comb form [F, fr. NL plasma] : plasma (plasmodi­
um) (plasmolysis) 

-plasm n comb form [G -plasma, fr. NL plasma] : formative or formed 
material (as of a cell or tissue) {endoplasm) 

plas•ma \'plaz-ma\ n [G, fr. LL, something molded, fr. Gk, fr. plassein 
to mold - more at PLASTER] (1517) 1 : a green faintly translucent 
quartz 2 [NL, fr. LL] a : the fluid part of blood, lymph, or milk as 
distinguished from suspended material; esp : BLOOD PLASMA b : the 
juice that can be expressed from muscle 3 : PROTOPLASM 4 : a col­
lection of charged particles (as in the atmospheres of stars or in a met­
al) containing about equal numbers of positive ions and electrons and 
exhibiting some properties of a gas but differing from a gas in being a 
good conductor of electricity and in being affected by a magnetic field 
5 : a display (as a television screen) consisting of discrete cells of plas­
ma sandwiched between two layers of glass and electrodes such that 
each cell elnits light when it receives an electric current - plas­
mat-ic \plaz-'ma-tik\ a4i 

plasma cell n (1895) : a lymphocyte that is a mature antibody� 
secreting B cell 

plas-ma-gel \'plaz-ma-,jel\ n (ca. 1923) : gelated cytoplasm; esp : the 
outer firm zone of a pseudopodium 

plas-ma•gene \-,jen\ n [ISV) (1939) : a self-replicating extranuclear 
determiner of hereditary characteristics 

plasma jet n (1957) : a stream of very hot ionized plasma; also : a de­
vice for producing such a stream 

plas-ma•lem•ma \,plaz-ma-'le-ma\ n [NL, fr.plasma+ Gk lemma husk 
- more at LEMMA] (ca. 1923) : PLASMA MEMBRANE 
plasma membrane n (1893) : a selnipermeable limiting layer of cell 
protoplasm - called also cell membrane; see CELL illustration 

plas-ma-phe-re-sis \,plaz-ma-fa-'re-sas, -'fer-a-sas\ n [NL, fr. plasm-+ 
Gk aphairesis taking off - more at APHAERESIS] (1914) : a process for 
removing blood plasma without depleting the donor or patient of other 
blood constituents (as red blood cells) by separating out the plasma 
from the whole blood and returning the rest to the donor's or patient's 
circulatory system 

plas-ma-sol \'plaz-ma-,siil, -,sol, -,sol\ n (ca. 1923) : cytoplasm in the 
form of a sol esp. in a pseudopodium or amoeboid cell 

plasma torch n (1959) : a device that heats a gas by electrical means to 
form a plasma for high-temperature operations (as melting metal) 
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