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tion can be remotely stored and accessed by way of an iden-
tifier that is provided within the secured file. By centralizing
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to subsequently modify access criteria for secured files (docu-
ments) without having to physically make modifications to
the secured files.
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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR USING
REMOTE HEADERS TO SECURE
ELECTRONIC FILES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to (1) U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 10/405,587, filed Apr. 1, 2003, and entitled “METHOD
AND SYSTEM FOR SECURING DIGITAL ASSETS
USING CONTENT TYPE DESIGNATIONS,” which is
hereby incorporated herein by reference; (ii) U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 10/075,194, filed Feb. 12, 2002, and
entitled “SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING
MULTI-LOCATION ACCESS MANAGEMENT TO
SECURED ITEMS,” which is hereby incorporated herein by
reference; (iii) U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/285,524,
filed Nov. 1, 2002, and entitled “SECURITY SYSTEM
THAT USES INDIRECT PASSWORD-BASED ENCRYP-
TION,” which is hereby incorporated herein by reference;
and (iv) U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/295,363, filed
Nov. 15, 2002, and entitled “SECURITY SYSTEM USING
INDIRECT KEY GENERATION FROM ACCESS RULES
AND METHODS THEREFOR,” which is hereby incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to security systems for data
and, more particularly, to security systems that protect data in
an inter/intra enterprise environment.

2. Description of Related Art

The Internet is the fastest growing telecommunications
medium in history. This growth and the easy access it affords
have significantly enhanced the opportunity to use advanced
information technology for both the public and private sec-
tors. It provides unprecedented opportunities for interaction
and data sharing among businesses and individuals. However,
the advantages provided by the Internet come with a signifi-
cantly greater element of risk to the confidentiality and integ-
rity of information. The Internet is an open, public and inter-
national network of interconnected computers and electronic
devices. Without proper security means, an unauthorized per-
son or machine may intercept information traveling across the
Internet and even gain access to proprietary information
stored in computers that connect to the Internet.

There are many efforts in progress aimed at protecting
proprietary information traveling across the Internet and con-
trolling access to computers carrying the proprietary infor-
mation. Cryptography allows people to carry over the confi-
dence found in the physical world to the electronic world, thus
allowing people to do business electronically without worries
of deceit and deception. Every day hundreds of thousands of
people interact electronically, whether it is through e-mail,
e-commerce (business conducted over the Internet), ATM
machines, or cellular phones. The perpetual increase of infor-
mation transmitted electronically has led to an increased reli-
ance on cryptography.

One of the ongoing efforts in protecting the proprietary
information traveling across the Internet is to use one or more
cryptographic techniques to secure a private communication
session between two communicating computers on the Inter-
net. The cryptographic techniques provide a way to transmit
information across an unsecure communication channel
without disclosing the contents of the information to anyone
eavesdropping on the communication channel. Using an
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encryption process in a cryptographic technique, one party
can protect the contents of the data in transit from access by an
unauthorized third party, yet the intended party can read the
data using a corresponding decryption process.

A firewall is another security measure that protects the
resources of a private network from users of other networks.
However, it has been reported that many unauthorized
accesses to proprietary information occur from the inside, as
opposed to from the outside. An example of someone gaining
unauthorized access from the inside is when restricted or
proprietary information is accessed by someone within an
organization who is not supposed to do so. Due to the open
nature of the Internet, contractual information, customer data,
executive communications, product specifications, and a host
of other confidential and proprietary intellectual property
remain available and vulnerable to improper access and usage
by unauthorized users within or outside a supposedly pro-
tected perimeter.

Many businesses and organizations have been looking for
effective ways to protect their proprietary information. Typi-
cally, businesses and organizations have deployed firewalls,
Virtual Private Networks (VPNs), and Intrusion Detection
Systems (IDS) to provide protection. Unfortunately, these
various security means have been proven insufficient to reli-
ably protect proprietary information residing on private net-
works. For example, depending on passwords to access sen-
sitive files (documents) from within often causes security
breaches when the password of a few characters long is leaked
or detected. Consequently, various cryptographic means are
deployed to provide restricted access to electronic data in
security systems.

Various security criteria, such as access rules and encryp-
tion or decryption keys, are often used to secure and thus
restrict access to files in security systems. The security crite-
ria often forms part of (e.g., embedded within) the secured
files. However, once files have been secured, it is difficult to
alter the security criteria applicable to such secured files.
Hence, if the security criteria needs to be changed, the secured
files have to first be unsecured and then re-secured using the
updated security criteria. Such processing can be very bur-
densome to a security system, particularly when a large num-
ber of files are managed by the system and/or when copies of
secured files are distributed over a network to various loca-
tions.

Therefore, there is a need to provide more effective ways to
subsequently alter security criteria used by security systems
to secure and protect electronic files.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Broadly speaking, the invention relates to a file security
system that serves to manage secured files (documents). The
file security system provides centralized management and
storage of security information that can be referenced by
secured files. In other words, a secured file need not itself
contain security information that is needed to determine
whether access to the secured file is to be permitted. That is,
at least a portion of the security information can be remotely
stored and accessed by way of an identifier that is provided
within the secured file. By centralizing storage of security
information, the file security system is able to subsequently
modify access criteria for secured files (documents) without
having to physically make modifications to the secured files.

The invention can be implemented in numerous ways,
including as a method, system, device, and computer readable
medium. Several embodiments of the invention are discussed
below.
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As a method for restricting access to electronic files, one
embodiment of the invention includes at least the acts of:
identifying a file to be secured; determining an appropriate
remote header identifier for the file being secured, the remote
header identifier specifies a remote header that is maintained
at a remote server; obtaining a file key specifically for use in
securing the file; encrypting data of the file being secured
using the file key; encrypting the file key; and forming a
secured file, the secured file including at least the remote
header identifier, the encrypted file key and the encrypted
data.

As a method for accessing a secured electronic file, one
embodiment of the invention includes at least the acts of:
identifying a secured electronic file to be accessed, the
secured electronic file having a header portion and a data
portion, the header portion storing a remote header identifier
and an encrypted file key, and the data portion storing
encrypted data; obtaining the remote header identifier from
the header portion of the secured electronic file; receiving,
from a remote server, a remote header that corresponds to the
remote header identifier; obtaining the encrypted file key
from the secured electronic file; decrypting the encrypted file
key to obtain a file key; and decrypting the encrypted data
within the data portion of the secured electronic file using the
file key.

As a method for restricting access to electronic documents,
one embodiment of the invention includes at least the acts of:
identifying a document to be secured; determining a category
for the document; retrieving a remote header identifier asso-
ciated with the category for the document; generating a file
key for the document; encrypting a data portion of the docu-
ment using the file key to obtain encrypted data; encrypting
the file key using a public key associated with the remote
header identifier to obtain an encrypted file key; and produc-
ing a secured version of the document including the remote
header identifier, the encrypted file key and the encrypted
data.

As a computer readable medium including at least com-
puter program code for restricting access to electronic files,
one embodiment of the invention includes at least: computer
program code for identifying a file to be secured; computer
program code for determining an appropriate remote header
identifier for the file being secured, the remote header iden-
tifier specifies a remote header that is maintained at a remote
server; computer program code for obtaining a file key spe-
cifically for use in securing the file; computer program code
for encrypting data of the file being secured using the file key;
computer program code for encrypting the file key; and com-
puter program code for forming a secured file, the secured file
including at least the remote header identifier, the encrypted
file key and the encrypted data.

As a computer readable medium including at least com-
puter program code for accessing a secured electronic file,
one embodiment of the invention includes at least: computer
program code for identifying a secured electronic file to be
accessed, the secured electronic file having a header portion
and a data portion, the header portion storing a remote header
identifier and an encrypted file key, and the data portion
storing encrypted data; computer program code for obtaining
the remote header identifier from the header portion of the
secured electronic file; computer program code for receiving,
from a remote server, a remote header that corresponds to the
remote header identifier; computer program code for obtain-
ing the encrypted file key from the secured electronic file;
computer program code for decrypting the encrypted file key
to obtain a file key; and computer program code for decrypt-
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ing the encrypted data within the data portion of the secured
electronic file using the file key.

As a file security system, one embodiment of the invention
includes at least a header manager and a header database. The
header manager restricts access to headers for electronic files
protected by the file security system. The header database
stores a plurality of different headers that are identified by
header identifiers. In unsecuring a previously secured file, the
file security system retrieves a particular header from the
header database via the header manager, the particular header
being retrieved being dependent on a particular header iden-
tifier provided in a secured file. The file security system
evaluates whether to permit a requestor to access the secured
file based on information contained in the particular header
that is identified by the particular header identifier.

Other aspects and advantages of the invention will become
apparent from the following detailed description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings which illus-
trate, by way of example, the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be readily understood by the
following detailed description in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings, wherein like reference numerals designate
like structural elements, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a file security system accord-
ing to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2A is a diagram of a representative format for a
secured file.

FIG. 2B illustrates an exemplary database table that could
be provided within a header database according to one
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of a file securing process accord-
ing to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of a file unsecuring process
according to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of a document encryption process
according to one embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 6A-6C are flow diagrams of a document access
process according to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a document security system
according to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 8 shows abasic security system in which the invention
may be practiced in accordance with one embodiment
thereof.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a file security system that serves to
manage secured files (documents). The file security system
provides centralized storage and management of security
information that can be referenced by secured files. In other
words, a secured file need not itself contain security informa-
tion that is necessary to determine whether access to the
secured file is to be permitted. That is, at least a portion of the
security information can be remotely stored and accessed by
way of an identifier that is provided within the secured file. By
centralizing storage of security information, the file security
system is able to subsequently modify access criteria for
secured files (documents) without having to physically make
modifications to the secured files.

The present invention is related to processes, systems,
architectures and software products for providing pervasive
security to digital assets (e.g., electronic files). The present
invention is particularly suitable in an enterprise environ-
ment. In general, pervasive security means that digital assets
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(e.g., files) are secured (i.e., secured items) and can only be
accessed by authenticated users with appropriate access
rights or privileges.

Secured files are files that require one or more keys, pass-
words, access privileges, etc. to gain access to their content.
The security is often provided through encryption and access
rules. The files, for example, can pertain to documents, mul-
timedia files, data, executable code, images and text. In gen-
eral, a secured file can only be accessed by authenticated
users with appropriate access rights or privileges.

In one embodiment, each secured file is provided with a
header portion and a data portion, where the header portion
contains, or points to, security information. The security
information is used to determine whether access to associated
data portions of secured files is permitted.

In one embodiment, security information associated with a
secured file controls restrictive access to a data portion which
is encrypted. The security information can employ access
rules together with cipher keys (e.g., a file key, a content type
key and/or various other keys) to ensure that only those users
with proper access privileges or rights can access the
encrypted data portion.

As used herein, a user may mean a human user, a software
agent, a group of users, a member of the group, a device
and/or application. Besides a human user who needs to access
a secured document, a software application or agent some-
times needs to access secured files in order to proceed.
Accordingly, unless specifically stated, the “user” as used
herein does not necessarily pertain to a human being. The
distribution of such changes to security policies can be
deferred for those affected users who are not activated (e.g.,
logged-in or on-line) with the security system.

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of the
present invention. However, it will become obvious to those
skilled in the art that the present invention may be practiced
without these specific details. The description and represen-
tation herein are the common meanings used by those expe-
rienced or skilled in the art to most effectively convey the
substance of their work to others skilled in the art. In other
instances, well-known methods, procedures, components,
and circuitry have not been described in detail to avoid unnec-
essarily obscuring aspects of the present invention.

Reference herein to “one embodiment” or “an embodi-
ment” means that a particular feature, structure, or character-
istic described in connection with the embodiment can be
included in at least one embodiment of the invention. The
appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in various
places in the specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same embodiment, nor are separate or alternative embodi-
ments mutually exclusive of other embodiments. Further, the
order of blocks in process flowcharts or diagrams represent-
ing one or more embodiments of the invention do not inher-
ently indicate any particular order nor imply any limitations
in the invention.

Embodiments of the invention are discussed herein with
reference to FIGS. 1-8. However, those skilled in the art will
readily appreciate that the detailed description given herein
with respect to these figures is for explanatory purposes as the
invention extends beyond these limited embodiments.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a file security system 100
according to one embodiment of the invention. The file secu-
rity system 100 includes a server 102 that controls access to
various electronic files. A client machine 104 interacts with
the server 102 through a network 106 in order to obtain access
to the electronic files that are secured. In one embodiment, the
electronic files are electronic documents.
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The client machine 104 is a computing device. As an
example, the computing device can be a personal computer, a
personal digital assistant, etc. The network 106 is, for
example, a computer network, such as a global computer
network, a wide area network, or a local area network.

The client machine 104 includes a file securing module
108, a key generator 110 and a rules engine 112. The file
securing module 108 not only operates to secure electronic
files through use of encryption and rules (i.e., access rules),
but also can operate to evaluate whether a requestor is entitled
to access previously secured electronic files. The key genera-
tor 110 produces keys (encryption keys) that are used to
encrypt or decrypt the electronic files. The rules engine 112 is
utilized to evaluate whether the rules associated with a par-
ticular electronic file to be accessed are satisfied by the
requestor.

The server 102 can restrict access by a requestor to elec-
tronic files stored in a file store 107 or 114. In this regard, the
server 102 can operate to evaluate whether the requestor is
entitled to access previously secured electronic files stored in
the file store 107 or 114. The server 102 also includes a header
manager 113. The header manager 113 controls access to the
header database 116. The header database 116 stores remote
headers that are used to contain security information associ-
ated with the secured electronic files. In other words, security
information provided in a remote header is able to be centrally
stored in the header database 116. As a result, when secured
electronic files are to be accessed at the client machine 104,
the client machine 104 (if authorized) can retrieve the corre-
sponding header information from the header database 116
via the server 102. The client machine 104 can then evaluate
the security information to determine whether the requestor at
the client machine 104 is entitled to access particular elec-
tronic files.

When an administrator seeks to change one or more head-
ers stored within the header database 116, the header manager
113 determines whether the administrator is authenticated
and permitted to make the change. If authenticated and per-
mitted, the administrator is able to change one or more head-
ers within the header database 116. One advantage of the
invention is that an administrator of the file security system
100 can subsequently alter the security information associ-
ated with electronic files (documents) that have already been
secured and distributed to one or more client machines. In this
regard, an administrator can interact with the server 102 to
provide a replacement remote header in the header database
116 which is linked to the electronic file. The replacement
header can represent a new remote header or an altered
remote header.

In embodiments of the file security system 100 that utilize
rules associated with groups of users, security levels and/or
content types, the administrator can alter the one or more
groups that are entitled to access a particular secured elec-
tronic document by altering its associated remote header.
Similarly, if the security information in the original header
pertains to content type restrictions, then a replacement
remote header can be substituted therefor to alter the content
type associated with the secured electronic document. In
these examples, the associated remote header is able to be
changed without having to alter the secured document. Con-
sequently, the specifics of the security provided to a secured
file can be changed without directly altering the secured file.

FIG. 2A is a diagram of a representative format 200 for a
secured file according to one embodiment of the invention.
The representative format 200 includes a header identifier
(HID) 202, an encrypted file key (EFK) 204 and encrypted
data 206. The header identifier 202 is a pointer or link to a
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remote header that is stored on a remote server, such as the
server 102 or a device coupled thereto. The encrypted file key
204 is an encrypted version of a file key that is needed to
decrypt the encrypted data 206 of the secured file. Addition-
ally, the header identifier 202 and the encrypted file key 204
can be referred to as a header portion of the representative
format 200, and the encrypted data 206 can be referred to as
a data portion of the representative format 200. The header
portion might include one or more flags, user identifiers, etc.

Further, it should be noted that since the header identifier
202 is a pointer or link, the size of the header identifier 202 is
substantially smaller than the size of the security information
that is stored in the remote header pointed to by the header
identifier 202. In other words, the representative format 200
results in a smaller secured file through use of the remote
header.

The remote header stored in the header database 116 illus-
trated in FIG. 1 can be coupled to or part of the server 102. The
format in which the header database 116 stores the remote
headers can vary depending upon implementation. FIG. 2B
illustrates an exemplary database table 250 that could be
provided within the header database 116 according to one
embodiment of the invention. The exemplary database table
250 serves to associate a header identifier (HID) to a remote
header. In other words, the header identifier is used as an
index to the appropriate one of the remote headers stored in
the header database 116. The remote header can include secu-
rity information for the associated electronic file. For
example, the security information can include access rules,
key blocks and perhaps other information.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of a file securing process 300
according to one embodiment of the invention. The file secur-
ing process 300 is, for example, performed by the server 102
illustrated in FIG. 1.

The file securing process 300 is initiated once an electronic
file to be secured has been identified. Once an electronic file
to be secured has been identified, an appropriate remote
header identifier is determined 302 for the electronic file.
Then, afilekey that is used to secure data within the electronic
file is obtained 304. For example, in the case where the server
102 is performing the file securing process 300, the key gen-
erator 110 illustrated in FIG. 1 can be used to generate the file
key.

Thereatter, the file key is encrypted 306. The encryption of
the file key can use one or more levels of encryption. In one
implementation, a public key for remote header is used to
encrypt the file key. The remote header identifier and the
encrypted file key are then stored 308 to a header portion of a
secured file. The corresponding remote header identified by
the remote header identifier includes a private key for remote
header that is encrypted by one or more public keys of groups
(or user). The secured file represents the secured version of
the electronic file being secured. In other words, the file
securing process 300 converts an electronic file to be secured
into a secured file. After the processing has been performed to
secure the electronic file, the system retains only the secured
file.

Next, the data of the electronic file being secured is
encrypted 310 using the file key. Thereafter, the encrypted
data is stored 312 to a data portion of the secured file. Fol-
lowing the operation 312, the file securing process 300 is
complete and ends.

At this point, a secured file has been created, and the
secured file contains a reference to a remote header. For
example, in one embodiment, the reference is a remote header
identifier. A file key used to encrypt the data portion of the
secured file which is itself secured by one or more layers of
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encryption. However, since the ability to decrypt the file key
is dependent upon security information provided in the
remote header, the access control to the secured file can be
altered or adjusted by changing the security information pro-
vided in the associated remote header. Consequently, by alter-
ing the remote header pointed or linked to by the remote
header identifier of the secured file, an administrator can
change the security information, and thus the access control,
to the file key that is needed to decrypt the secured data
provided within the secured file.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of a file unsecuring process 400
according to one embodiment of the invention. The file unse-
curing process 400 can be performed at a client machine, such
as the client machine 104 illustrated in FIG. 1, or a server,
such as the server 102 illustrated in FIG. 1.

The file unsecuring process 400 initially identifies 402 a
secured file to be accessed. Then, a remote header identifier is
obtained 404 from a header portion of the secured file. For
example, as shown in FIG. 2A, the format for the secured file
can include a remote header identifier that points to a remote
header that contains security information that is needed to
unsecure the secured file.

Next, a remote header corresponding to the remote header
identifier is retrieved 406. Typically, the remote header
resides in a central storage location, such as the server 102 or
the header database 116 illustrated in FIG. 1. The remote
header can then be provided to the device (e.g., client machine
or server) performing the file unsecuring process 400. For
example, the remote header might be provided to the client
machine 104 or the server 102 illustrated in FIG. 1.

An encrypted file key is obtained 408 from the secured
electronic file. For example, as shown in FIG. 2A, the format
for the secured file can include an encrypted file key. The
encrypted file key can then be decrypted 410 to obtain a file
key. Typically, in order to decrypt 410 the encrypted file key,
the security information within the remote header would need
to be accessed. Such security information is typically pro-
tected by one or more levels of encryption. For example, the
requestor might be required to be a member of a group, so that
the requestor has access to a group key that is needed to
decrypt the encrypted file key.

In any case, after the encrypted file key is decrypted 410, a
data portion of the secured file is then decrypted 412 using the
file key. At this point, the data of the secured file has been
unsecured (i.e., is in the “clear”) and thus able to be utilized by
the requestor. Following the operation 412, the file unsecur-
ing process 400 is complete and ends.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of a document encryption process
500 according to one embodiment of the invention. The docu-
ment encryption process 500 is, for example, performed at a
client machine or a server machine, such as the client machine
104 or the server 102 illustrated in FIG. 1.

The document encryption process 500 initially determines
502 a document category for the document to be encrypted
(secured). Next, aremote header identifier associated with the
document category is retrieved 504. In this embodiment, each
document category has associated therewith a remote header
identifier. In other words, documents of the same document
category can share a common remote header identifier.

After the remote header identifier is retrieved 504, the
remote header identifier can then be written 506 to a header
portion of a secured document being formed. A file key is
generated 508. The file key is, for example, a symmetric key.
Next, the file key is encrypted 510 using a public key associ-
ated with the remote header identifier. For example, the
remote header identifier points to a remote header that con-
tains security information. The security information can
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include a public key that is utilized to encrypt the file key. The
security information would typically also include a private
key, usually also encrypted, so that the file key is able to be
subsequently decrypted.

Next, the encrypted file key is written 512 to the header
portion of the secured document. Additionally, data in the
document being secured is encrypted 514 using the file key.
The encrypted data is then written 516 to a data portion of the
secured document. Following the operation 514, the docu-
ment encryption process 500 is complete and ends.

FIGS. 6A-6C are flow diagrams of a document access
process 600 according to one embodiment of the invention.
The document access process 600 can be performed at aclient
machine, such as the client machine 104 illustrated in FIG. 1,
or a server, such as the server 102 illustrated in FIG. 1.

The document access process 600 begins with a decision
602 that determines whether an access request to a secured
document is being made. When the decision 602 determines
that an access request to a secured document is not being
made, then the document access processing 600 awaits such a
request. Once the decision 602 determines that an access
request to a secured document has been received, then a
decision 604 determines whether the requestor is authenti-
cated with the system. When the decision 604 determines that
the requestor is not authenticated, then requestor authentica-
tion 606 is performed. The requestor authentication 606 can
require the requestor login to a system, for example, by pro-
viding a user name and password. A decision 608 then deter-
mines whether the authentication has been successful. When
the decision 608 determines that authentication has not been
successtul, then the document access process 600 is complete
and ends because the requestor is not recognized by the sys-
tem. On the other hand, when the decision 608 determines
that authentication has been successful, then the document
access process 600 returns to repeat the decision 604 and
subsequent operations.

In any case, once the decision 604 determines that the
requestor has been authenticated, then a decision 610 deter-
mines whether the secured document contains a remote
header. In one implementation, the decision 610 can deter-
mine whether the secured document contains a remote header
based on the presence of a remote header identifier or some
other indicator within the secured document. Here, the sys-
tem can presumably process secured documents that utilize a
remote header as well as secured documents that utilize a
local header. When the decision 610 determines that the
secured document contains a remote header, the remote
header is retrieved 612 from a remote server. The particular
remote header being retrieved 612 is the remote header that
corresponds to the remote header identifier provided within
the secured document. For example, the remote server can be
the server 102 illustrated in FIG. 1. The remote header can
include access rules and one or more key blocks, each key
block being associated with different groups.

Next, a decision 613 determines whether the access rules
are satisfied by the requestor. The access rules being evalu-
ated are those within the remote header and perhaps other
rules within the secured document. If the access rules are not
satisfied, then the document access process 600 is complete
and ends. On the other hand, of the access rules are satisfied,
then a key block in the remote header is decrypted 614 to
obtain a header private key. Here, the requestor can retrieve
the key block that the requestor is associated with the key
block, unlock the key block, and obtain a header private key.
Next, an encrypted document (doc) key in the secured docu-
ment is decrypted 616 to obtain a document (doc) key. Here,
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the header private key can be used to decrypt the encrypted
document key to obtain the document key.

Thereafter, a data portion of the secured document is
decrypted 618 using the document key. Thereafter, the
requestor is enabled 620 to access the unencrypted data por-
tion of the previously secured document. Following the
operation 620, the document access process 600 is complete
and ends in the case in which the secured document utilized a
remote header.

On the other hand, when the decision 610 determines that
the secured document does not utilize a remote header, other
processing is performed. Specifically, when the decision 610
determines that the secured document does not contain a
remote header, then a key block from the local header is
decrypted 622 to obtain a header private key. Thereafter, the
operations 616-620 are performed to provide the requestor
with access to the unencrypted data portion of the secured
document.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a document security system
700 according to one embodiment of the invention. The docu-
ment security system 700 includes a document security server
702, a plurality of clients 704, and a network 706. The docu-
ment security server 702 is a central server that couples to the
plurality of clients 704 via the network 706. The network 706
is, for example, a global computer network (e.g., the Internet),
a wide area network, or a local area network. The document
security server 702 operates to secure documents and then
restrict access to such documents. The document security
server 702 shown in FIG. 7 depicts management of secured
documents (SD1, SD2, ..., SDy). Additionally, these secured
documents utilize remote headers (RH) also managed by the
document security server 702. The remote headers can be
stored in a list or table, such as RH1, RH2, . . ., RHn. The
remote headers store security information that is required in
order to gain access to associated secured documents. Each of
the secured documents (SD) includes a remote header iden-
tifier that points to one of the remote headers. In order to
access the security information provided within the remote
headers, the client 704 will need to utilize one or more user
keys associated with the client 704. The document security
server 702 also manages various user keys (UK1, UK2, ...,
UKx) that are utilized by the plurality of clients 704. An
authorized user of one of the clients 704 is able to acquire one
or more of the user keys depending on their group member-
ships or other criteria. Typically, the user keys are only usable
by the client 704 for a limited period.

When the particular client 704 shown in FIG. 7 desires to
access a particular secured document SDi, the client 704 will
interact with the document security server 702 to receive the
remote header (RHi) associated with the secured document,
SDito be accessed. The client 704 will also have the user keys
(UKj and UKk) associated with the user of the client 704. The
user keys are typically provided to the client 704 when the
user of the client 704 is authenticated with the system during
a login process. In order for the user to gain access to the data
of the secured document SDj, the user needs to satisfy the
access rules and other security information within the remote
header RHi. The secured document SDi includes a remote
header identifier that points to the remote header RHi. How-
ever, in order to gain access to some of this security informa-
tion, namely, keys provided therein, the client 704 will need to
possess the correct user keys in order to decrypt portions of
the security information within the remote header RHi.

The document security server 704 manages the remote
headers in a centralized fashion and thus facilitates altering of
the security information within the remote headers for
secured documents, even though one or more of the clients
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704 have copies of the secured documents. This is particularly
advantageous when access rules are to be changed for par-
ticular documents, group memberships are to change, etc. In
the case of an enterprise, changes in responsible personnel for
various tasks often leads to a need to change how secured
documents can be accessed. The document security system
700 permits administrators to easily alter access control for
documents that have already been secured and possibly dis-
tributed to numerous clients 704.

FIG. 8 shows a basic security system 800 in which the
invention may be practiced in accordance with one embodi-
ment thereof. The security system 800 may be employed in an
enterprise or inter-enterprise environment having a network
A 808 and a network B 810. It includes a first server 806 (also
referred to as a central server) providing centralized access
management for the enterprise. The first server 806 can con-
trol restrictive access to files secured by the security system
800. To provide dependability, reliability and scalability of
the system, one or more second servers 804 (also referred to
as local servers, of which one is shown) may be employed to
provide backup or distributed access management for users of
client machines serviced locally. For illustration purposes,
there are two client machines 801 and 802 being serviced by
a local server 804. Alternatively, one of the client machines
801 and 802 may be considered as a networked storage
device.

Generally, content created by a creator for the purpose of
an entity is an intellectual property belonging to the creator or
the entity. In an enterprise, any kind of information or intel-
lectual property can be content, though it is commonly
referred to as “information” instead of “content”. In either
case, content or information is independent of its format. As
used herein, content or information exists in a type of elec-
tronic data that is also referred to as a digital asset. A repre-
sentation ofthe electronic data may include, but not be limited
to, various types of documents, multimedia files, streaming
data, dynamic or static data, executable code, images and text.

Additional details on a security system can be foundin U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 10/075,194, filed Feb. 12, 2002,
and entitled “SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING
MULTI-LOCATION ACCESS MANAGEMENT TO
SECURED ITEMS,” which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence for all purposes.

The invention can be implemented by software, but can
also be implemented in hardware or a combination of hard-
ware and software. The invention can also be embodied as
computer readable code on a computer readable storage
medium. The computer readable storage medium is any data
storage device that can store data which can thereafter be read
by a computer system. Examples of the computer readable
storage medium include read-only memory, random-access
memory, CD-ROMs, DVDs, magnetic tape, and optical data
storage devices. The computer readable storage medium can
also be distributed over network-coupled computer systems
so that the computer readable code is stored and executed in
a distributed fashion.

The various embodiments, implementations and features
ofthe invention noted above can be combined in various ways
or used separately. Those skilled in the art will understand
from the description that the invention can be equally applied
to or used in other various different settings with respect to
various combinations, embodiments, implementations or fea-
tures provided in the description herein.

The advantages of the invention are numerous. Different
embodiments or implementations may yield one or more of
the following advantages. One advantage of the invention is
that improved management capabilities for secured files can
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be achieved. Another advantage of the invention is that access
rights to secured files can be centrally, administratively
changed. Still another advantage of the invention is that
access rights to secured files can be subsequently altered
without having to unsecure and then re-secure the files.

The many features and advantages of the present invention
are apparent from the written description, and thus, it is
intended by the appended claims to cover all such features
and advantages of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact
construction and operation as illustrated and described.
Hence, all suitable modifications and equivalents may be
resorted to as falling within the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for restricting access to electronic datain afile,
the method comprising:
determining, by a computing device, a remote header iden-
tifier for the file, the remote header identifier comprising
a pointer or link to a remote header that is maintained at
a server machine remote from the file and containing at
least a portion of security information related to the file;

encrypting, by the computing device, the electronic data
using a file key;

encrypting, by the computing device, the file key using a

public key associated with the remote header identifier
to form an encrypted file key, wherein the encrypted file
key is needed to decrypt the electronic data;

forming, by the computing device, a secured file, the

secured file including:

a header portion, including at least the remote header
identifier and the encrypted file key; and

a data portion, including at least the encrypted electronic
data; and

retaining the secured file in place of the file;

wherein the security information comprises a private key

corresponding to the public key and access rules indi-
cating one or more user groups entitled to access the file
and at least one of a location or a time the one or more
user groups are entitled to access the file, and wherein
the private key is used to decrypt the encrypted file key,
and wherein the server machine is configured to alter the
security information in the remote header without
changing the secured file.

2. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the determin-
ing the remote header identifier comprises determining the
remote header identifier based on a category type associated
with the electronic data.

3. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising,
before encrypting the electronic data, generating the file key
for the electronic data to be secured.

4. The method as recited in claim 3, wherein the file key is
randomly generated for the electronic data to be secured.

5. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the server
machine stores a plurality of remote headers, and wherein at
least one of the plurality of remote headers is used by at least
one other file other than the secured file.

6. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the remote
header is stored in a database and retrieved via the server
machine, and wherein the database is operatively coupled to
or is a part of the server machine.

7. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the security
information employs an access rule.

8. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the security
information employs a remote header private key encrypted
by a public key.
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9. The method of claim 1, wherein the private key is
encrypted by a group or user key.

10. A method for accessing a secured electronic file, the
method comprising:

obtaining a remote header identifier from a header portion

of'the secured electronic file, wherein the remote header
identifier comprises a pointer or link to a remote header
maintained at a server machine remote from the secured
electronic file;

receiving, from the server machine, the remote header that

corresponds to the remote header identifier and contains
at least a portion of security information related to the
secured electronic file, wherein the remote header is
uniquely associated with the secured electronic file, and
wherein the server machine is configured to alter the
security information in the remote header without
changing the secured electronic file;

obtaining an encrypted file key from the header portion of

the secured electronic file;

decrypting the encrypted file key using a cipher key asso-

ciated with the remote header identifier to obtain a file
key, wherein the security information comprises the
cipher key and access rules indicating one or more user
groups entitled to access the secured electronic file and
at least one of a location or a time the one or more user
groups are entitled to access the secured electronic file;
and

decrypting encrypted data within a data portion of the

secured electronic file using the file key.
11. The method as recited in claim 10, wherein said method
operates on a client machine that couples to the server
machine over a network.
12. The method as recited in claim 10, wherein the server
machine stores a plurality of remote headers, and wherein at
least one of the plurality of remote headers is used by at least
a second secured electronic file.
13. The method as recited in claim 12, wherein the server
machine includes at least a header database that stores the
plurality of remote headers.
14. The method as recited in claim 10, wherein said cipher
key comprises a private key used to decrypt the encrypted file
key to obtain the file key.
15. The method as recited in claim 10, wherein said
decrypting the encrypted file key comprises using a key to
decrypt a key block within the remote header that encrypts the
file key.
16. The method as recited in claim 10, wherein said method
is performed by a file security system, wherein the secured
electronic file is to be accessed by a requestor, and wherein
said method denies the requestor access to the secured elec-
tronic file if the requestor is not authenticated by the file
security system.
17. The method as recited in claim 16, wherein said method
is performed by a client machine of the file security system.
18. A method for restricting access to a document, the
method comprising:
retrieving a remote header identifier associated with a cat-
egory for the document, the remote header identifier
comprising a pointer or link to a remote header main-
tained at a server machine remote from the document,
and wherein the remote header contains at least a portion
of security information related to the document;

encrypting, using an electronic processor, a data portion of
the document using a file key to obtain encrypted data;

encrypting the file key using a public key associated with
the remote header identifier to obtain an encrypted file
key;
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producing a secured document, the secured document
including at least the remote header identifier, the
encrypted file key and the encrypted data; and
retaining the secured document in place of the document;
5 wherein the security information comprises a private key
corresponding to the public key and access rules indi-
cating one or more user groups entitled to access the
document and at least one of a location or a time the one
or more user groups are entitled to access the document,
and wherein the private key is used to decrypt the
encrypted file key, and wherein the server machine is
configured to alter the security information in the remote
header without changing the secured document.

19. The method as recited in claim 18, wherein the file key
is particular to the document.

20. The method as recited in claim 18, wherein the category
for the document is related to a folder in which the document
resides.

21. The method as recited in claim 18, wherein the secured
document has a header portion and a data portion, and
wherein said producing the secured document comprises:

integrating the remote header identifier and the encrypted

file key to the header portion of the secured document;
and

integrating the encrypted data to the data portion of the

secured document.

22. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
having instructions stored thereon, the instructions compris-
ing:

instructions to determine a remote header identifier for a

file, the remote header identifier comprising a pointer or
link to a remote header that is maintained at a server
remote from the file and containing at least a portion of
security information related to the file;

instructions to encrypt the electronic data using a file key;

instructions to encrypt the file key using a public key asso-

ciated with the remote header identifier;
instructions to form a secured file, the secured file includ-
ing at least a header portion including at least the remote
header identifier, the encrypted file key, and a data por-
tion including at least the encrypted electronic data; and

instructions to retain the secured file in place of the file;

wherein the security information comprises a private key
corresponding to the public key and access rules indi-
cating one or more user groups entitled to access the
secured file and atleast one of alocation or a time the one
or more user groups are entitled to access the secured
file, and wherein the private key is used to decrypt the
encrypted file key, and wherein the server is configured
to alter the security information in the remote header
without changing the secured file.

23. An article of manufacture including a non-transitory
computer-readable storage medium having instructions
stored thereon, that, if executed by a computing device, cause
55 the computing device to perform operations comprising:
obtaining a remote header identifier from a header portion

of a secured electronic file, wherein the remote header

identifier comprises a pointer or link to a remote header
maintained at a server remote from the secured elec-
tronic file;

receiving, from the server, a remote header that corre-
sponds to the remote header identifier and contains at
least a portion of security information related to the
secured electronic file, wherein the remote header is
uniquely associated with the secured electronic file;

obtaining an encrypted file key from the header portion of
the secured electronic file;
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decrypting the encrypted file key using a cipher key asso-
ciated with the remote header identifier to obtain a file
key, wherein the security information comprises the
cipher key and access rules indicating one or more user
groups entitled to access the secured file and at least one
of a location or a time the one or more user groups are
entitled to access the secured file; and

decrypting encrypted data within a data portion of the
secured electronic file using the file key;

wherein the server is configured to alter the security infor-
mation in the remote header without changing the
secured electronic file.

24. A file security system, comprising:

a header manager configured to restrict access to headers
for electronic files protected by said file security system;
and

a header database operatively connected to said header
manager, said header database configured to store the
headers, wherein each of the headers is uniquely asso-
ciated with an electronic file, is identified by a header
identifier, contains at least a portion of security informa-
tion related to the electronic file, and is maintained at a
server remote from the electronic file,

wherein upon unsecuring a previously secured file, said file
security system retrieves a particular header from said
header database via said header manager, the particular
header being identified by a particular header identifier
provided in the previously secured file, the particular
header identifier comprising a pointer or link to the
particular header,

wherein said file security system is configured to evaluate,
using a computing device, whether to permit a requestor
to access the previously secured file based on security
information contained in the particular header that is
identified by the particular header identifier;

wherein the security information comprises a cipher key
and access rules indicating one or more user groups
entitled to access the previously secured file and at least
one of a location or a time the one or more user groups
are entitled to access the previously secured file, wherein
the cipher key is configured to decrypt an encrypted file
key used in securing the previously secured file, and
wherein the cipher key is associated with the particular
header identifier, and wherein the header manager is
configured to alter the security information in the par-
ticular header without changing the previously secured
file.

25. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium

having instructions stored thereon, the instructions compris-

ing:

instructions to retrieve a remote header identifier associ-
ated with a category for the document, the remote header
identifier comprising a pointer or link to a remote header
that is maintained at a server remote from the document
and contains at least a portion of security information
related to the document;

instructions to encrypt, using an electronic processor, a
data portion of the document using a file key to obtain
encrypted data;

instructions to encrypt the file key using a public key asso-
ciated with the remote header identifier to obtain an
encrypted file key;

instructions to produce a secured document, the secured
document including at least the remote header identifier,
the encrypted file key and the encrypted data; and

instructions to retain the secured document in place of the
document, wherein the security information comprises a
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private key corresponding to the public key and access
rules indicating one or more user groups entitled to
access the document and at least one of a location or a
time the one or more user groups are entitled to access
the document, and wherein the private key is used to
decrypt the encrypted file key;

wherein the server is configured to alter the security infor-
mation in the remote header without changing the
secured document.

26. A system for restricting access to electronic data in a

file, the system comprising:

a computing device;

wherein the computing device is configured to determine a
remote header identifier for the file, the remote header
identifier comprising a pointer or link to a remote header
that is maintained at a server remote from the file and
containing at least a portion of security information
related to the file;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
encrypt the electronic data using a file key;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
encrypt the file key using a public key associated with
the remote header identifier;

wherein the computing device is further configured to form
a secured file, the secured file including at least a header
portion including at least the remote header identifier
and the encrypted file key and a data portion including at
least the encrypted electronic data;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
retain the secured file in place of the file, wherein the
security information comprises a private key corre-
sponding to the public key and access rules indicating
one or more user groups entitled to access the file and at
least one of a location or a time the one or more user
groups are entitled to access the file, and wherein the
private key is used to decrypt the encrypted file key; and

wherein the computing device is further configured to alter
the security information in the remote header without
changing the secured file.

27. A system for accessing a secured electronic file, the

system comprising:

a computing device;

wherein the computing device is configured to obtain a
remote header identifier from a header portion of the
secured electronic file, the remote header identifier com-
prising a pointer or link to a remote header maintained at
a server remote from the secured electronic file;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
receive, from the server, a remote header that corre-
sponds to the remote header identifier and contains at
least a portion of security information related to the
secured electronic file, wherein the remote header is
uniquely associated with the secured electronic file;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
obtain an encrypted file key from the header portion of
the secured electronic file;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
decrypt the encrypted file key using a public key asso-
ciated with the remote header identifier to obtain a file
key;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
decrypt encrypted data within a data portion of the
secured electronic file using the file key, wherein the
security information comprises a private key corre-
sponding to the public key and access rules indicating
one or more user groups entitled to access the secured
electronic file and at least one of a location or a time the
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one or more user groups are entitled to access the
secured electronic file, and wherein the private key is
used to decrypt the encrypted file key; and

wherein the computing device is further configured to alter
the security information in the remote header without
changing the secured electronic file.

28. A system for restricting access to a document, the

system comprising:

a computing device;

wherein the computing device is configured to retrieve a
remote header identifier associated with a category for
the document, the remote header identifier comprising a
pointer or link to a remote header maintained at a server
remote from the document that contains at least a portion
of security information related to the document;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
encrypt a data portion of the document using a file key to
obtain encrypted data;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
encrypt the file key using a public key associated with
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the remote header identifier to obtain an encrypted file
key;

wherein the computing device is further configured to pro-
duce a secured document, the secured document includ-
ing at least the remote header identifier, the encrypted
file key and the encrypted data;

wherein the computing device is further configured to
retain the secured document in place of the document,
wherein the security information comprises a private
key corresponding to the public key and access rules
indicating one or more user groups entitled to access the
document and at least one of a location or a time the one
or more user groups are entitled to access the document,
and wherein the private key is used to decrypt the
encrypted file key; and

wherein the computing device is further configured to alter
the security information in the remote header without
changing the secured document.
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