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UNI TED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFI CE
BEFORE THE PATENT TRI AL AND APPEAL BOARD

SRAM LLC,
Petitioner,
V. .  Case | PR2024-00216
FOX FACTORY, | NC., : Pat ent No. 8, 550, 223
Pat ent Owner .

Fri day, August 9, 2024

Renot e Deposition of:

KEVI N VEESLI NG,
call ed for oral exam nation by counsel for the Patent
Omer, pursuant to notice, before before Christina S.
Hot sko, RPR, CRR, CA CSR, of Veritext Legal
Solutions, a Notary Public in and for the District of
Col unbi a, beginning atl11:05 a.m, when were present

on behalf of the respective parties:
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PROCEEDI NGS
Wher eupon,
KEVI N VESLI NG,
being first duly sworn or affirmed to testify to
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as follows:

MS. BHATTACHARYYA: Good nor ni ng,
everyone.

MR. WALSH: Good norni ng.

THE W TNESS: Good norni ng.

EXAM NATI ON BY COUNSEL FOR PATENT OW\ER
BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:
Q Good morning, M. Wesling. MW nanme is
Arpita Bhattacharyya. |'m representing
FOX Factory, Inc., in this |IPR proceeding.

MS. BHATTACHARYYA: And M. WAl sh, do you
want to introduce yourself on the record?

MR. WALSH: Yes. Rick Walsh. |
represent SRAM LLC. Also with me is my partner,
M chael Hickey, who is online.

BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:

Q M. Wesling, | know this is not your
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first deposition. You have been deposed prior, in
the parallel district court litigation that's been
going on, so | know you are famliar with how a
deposition is going to go today, so |I'm not going
to go over all the instructions unless you have
any questions for ne.

Do you have any questions before we

proceed?
A. | don't.
Q I just want to make sure that you

understand you are under oath to answer ny
questions truthfully and conpletely.

A. | do.

Q And |I'"m sure the answer is no, but before
we get started, | just want to confirmthat you
are not under the influence of alcohol or any
medi cation that may inpair your ability to answer
my questions truthfully and conpletely.

A. | am not .

Q So this IPR is about the '223 patent.

You understand what | mean by that,

right? 1s it okay for me to just use the short

Page 5

Veritext Legal Solutions
Calendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127

FOX Exhibit 2011 - Page 5 of 121
SRAM v. FOX Factory - IPR2024-00216




© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N N N R R R R R R R R R
N PO © 0O N o O M~ W N B O

form'223 patent?

A.  Yes.

Q. \Vhat have you done to prepare for the
deposition today?

A. |'ve read through nmy declaration, the
patent itself, some of the prior art, some other
assorted docunents but --

Q Did -- sorry, I mssed the |ast part.

A. Just general preparation.

Q Okay. Did you nmeet with anyone to

prepare for the deposition?

A 1 did.

Q Vho did you nmeet with?

A. | met with Rick Wal sh.

Q. And when was that?

A. Yesterday.

Q  For how long did you neet with M. Wil sh?

A. Some time in the morning and sonme of the
afternoon.

Q  And you are presently in M. Walsh's
office, or are you in Chicago?

A. l'"'mlocated in the SRAM office in
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Chi cago.

Q And M. Walsh is there with you in the
same room correct?

A. Yes.

Q So did you nmeet with M. Walsh in person
in your offices yesterday?

A | did.

Q Did you talk to anyone el se at SRAM pri or
to your deposition today regarding this
deposition?

A. Brian Gause, who is a |lawer at SRAM was
at sone of the meetings. And M chael Hickey was
here as wel |.

Q Did you review any of the materials from
the related district court litigation regarding
the '223 patent in preparation for your deposition
t oday?

A | did.

Q What materials did you review?

A. Well, there's the '223 patent. [
revi ewed that. | reviewed some portions of the

previous deposition | had on the topics that are
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simlar to the topics today.

Q Did you review the declaration of
Dr. Wang that was provided in support of SRAM s
| PR petition against the '223 patent?

A. | did not review that yesterday, but |'ve
seen it before.

Q. Vhen was the last time you saw it prior
to yesterday?

A. | don't remenber. Sometime after it was
written and before today.

Q.  VWho prepared the first draft of your
decl aration?

A. | don't remenber there being a first
draft. | provided the input and worked with Rick
Wal sh and M chael Hickey to help draft the
first -- help draft the declaration itself.

Q Okay. So was the declaration prepared by
M. Wal sh and M. Hickey?

A. | did not type it in, but I was there
providing the input necessary to nake the
deposition [sic]. So | did not type it. Just

prepared it.
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Q Did you review your declaration before it
was subm tted?

A. Yes.

Q. And you stand by the opinions in your
decl aration?

A. | do.

Q  Approximately how nmuch tinme did you spend
in working with M. Walsh and M. Hickey in
preparing your declaration?

A. | can't say for sure. It was certainly
mul tiple hours.

Q.  Approximtely how many hours, would you
say?

A. Four or five.

Q. You spent four to five hours preparing
your decl aration?

A. Sorry, could you say that again.

Q. You spent four to five hours preparing
your declaration; is that what you said?

A. It depends on what you nmean by preparing.
If you're tal king about finding and review ng

prior art, we've been doing that for a |long period
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of time. But the actual preparation of the |IPR,
including typing and everything else, | couldn't
really give you an honest answer, but maybe --
like | said, maybe five-plus hours.

Q  And you said that the finding of prior
art, et cetera, in preparation for the |IPR has
been going on for a while.

Did you find the prior art, or was it
M. Walsh law firn?

A. | found nuch of the prior art.

Q Did you recall which prior art you found
and which prior art was found by M. Walsh's
of fice?

A. Well, sone of them-- some of the prior
art could have been found by both of us. So |
know that | found many of the pieces of prior art,
and they found a few as well. There's sone
overl ap between the two.

Q Okay. Do you recall any of the prior
arts that you specifically found? And if doesn't
matter if there is an overl ap.

A. Oh. Nakaya, Chen. | know | found those.
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And Gart ner. | think | found that as well.

Q Do you know if Dr. Wang provi ded any
prior art searching?

A. | don't know.

Q. So you have been at SRAM for a long time,
correct?

A. Yes.

Q.  Vhat is your current role at SRAM?

A. |I'mthe director of advanced devel opnent.

Q Okay. And how | ong have you been in that
role?

A. Maybe 12 years.

Q Okay. And when did you start at SRAM?

A.  1996.

Q So that's a long time. And would it be
fair to say that you have not -- you have sort of

gone through different roles and positions at SRAM

since 19967

A.
Q.
advanced

A.

A few.
And you're currently the director of
devel opnment, correct?

Yes.
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Q Are you the inventor on any of SRAM s
patents?

A. Yes.

Q. How many would you say?

A. ' m not sure. Over 25.

Q Okay. And what is the general technol ogy
area of the patents in which you are nanmed as an
i nvent or ?

A. Al -- all bicycle-rel ated areas.

Q Can you be a little more specific as to
what type of bicycle technol ogy?

A. Suspension, transm ssion, seat post,
el ectronic devices. Pretty much everything SRAM
makes.

Q  Okay. MWhat are your roles -- strike
t hat .

What are your responsibilities as the
director of advanced devel opnent at SRAM?

A. | manage several advanced devel opnment
teams gl obally. Those are teans of engineers that
devel op new products for SRAM

Q \Vhat are the kind of activities that you
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do as part of your managerial role?

A. Yeah, | nmean, | nmanage the careers and, |
woul d say, job performance of the people in ny
group. | review new concepts fromthat group. |
hel p communi cate those concepts to people within
t he company, |ike product managers and category
managers.

| do review some IP as it comes up, and |
hel p patent -- | help the engineers that work on
my team devel op a strategy for protecting the
inventions they create.

QDo you perform any hands-on engi neering
wor k at SRAM?

A. Pardon?

Q. Perform any hands-on engi neering work?

A. Sometinmes, but not too much.

Q. Vhen would you say was the last time you
actually did hands-on engi neering work?

A. A few weeks ago.

Q What technol ogy was that?

A.  Transm ssi on.
Q

And how often do you do the engi neering
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work in a lab, for instance?

A. |In alab? W don't have too many | abs
here, but -- so not very often.

Q So let's say any work space. A machine
shop, for instance.

How often do you do engi neering/buil ding
type of work?

A. Yeah, it's sporadic. | nmostly deal now
with the personnel and the product concepts versus
t he actual engineering, but sonmetinmes | do get
into them

Q. SRAM s shock products are part of the
suspensi on devel opnment group, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. \Vho manages that group?

A. Who manages the entire group or -- that
group is made up of multiple groups.

Q Is there -- part of the suspension
devel opment group?

A. There's a value stream which is the
busi ness group, for RockShox and some ot her

products as wel . That busi ness | eader, val ue
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stream | eader, is Sander Rigney.

Q  And do you report to M. Rignhey, or is
that two conpletely different --

A. Two conpletely different --

Q -- branches? Okay.

Who do you currently report to,
M. Wesling?

A. | currently report to Jeff Wnterkorn,
who's the vice-president of engineering.

Q So is the suspension devel opnent group
under M. Rigney being managed within the
framework of the traditional engineering side of
t he company?

A. Sander manages the business and the
product managers and the marketing, but he doesn't
manage marketing people. We have functi onal
groups that report directly up to the -- for
i nstance, the vice-president of engineering, which
is separate than the vice-president of suspension,
whi ch i s Sander Rigney.

Q Wat I'"'mtrying to understand is that the

product devel opnment that happens within the
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suspensi on group, that is done by people who are
not directly under your managenent; is that right?

A. That's correct. Sone of the devel opnment.
Some of the devel opment is done under m ne as
wel | .

Q  How would you differentiate the two? You
said some devel opnent is done under your group and
some is done under M. Rigney's group.

A. Yeah. M group is the advanced
devel opment group, which is on products that are
not ready for market. It's nmore creating new
products, new technol ogies, and it's several years
away from market.

Q  And would you say that M. Rigney's group
is dealing with more current products?

A. M. Rigney's group of product managers,
yes. Those engineers that also report to Jeff
W nt erkorn through engi neeri ng managers in
Col orado, they work on nmore current -- what we
call model -year products.

Q.  So you have studied the '223 patent in

preparation for your deposition today, correct?
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A. Yes. ["mfamliar with it.

Q. Okay. Would you agree that the
'223 patent is directed to bottom out technol ogy?

A. By bottom out technol ogy, you mean
bottom out dampi ng or bottom out --

Q. You get -- how about you describe it in
your own wor ds. How woul d you describe the
technol ogy of the '223 patent?

A. I would describe it as a generic shock
absorber that could be applied to many devi ces.
It's a shock absorber and it has a certain
function that has a separate danmping function
towards the conmpressive stroke of the -- end of
the compressive stroke of the shock.

You could call that bottom out, but
shocks woul d al so be bottomed out in a different
direction, so it's a little bit too specific.

Q. But you agree that the '223 patent
di scusses bottom out protection or bottom out
resi stance technol ogy, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Bott om out protection technol ogy
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described in the '223 patent includes a bottom out
pi ston and a bottom out protection volume,
referred to as a bottom out cup, correct?

A. It does refer to a bottom out cup in that
pat ent . Yes.

| don't know -- your term nology -- what
did you say?

Q Let me break that down.

So the -- there are various conponents
involved in the bottom out protection technol ogy,
but, at a mninmum the '223 patent describes a
bottom out piston and a bottom out cup, correct?

A. Yeah, at sonme point in the patent it does
menti on both those. Yes.

Q Wthin --

A. But not necessarily all the clainms. But
in the patent, it is mentioned. Yes.

Q Okay. The bottom out cup is a chamber or
a volume where some conpression happens during a
conpressi on stroke in the shock absorber, correct?

A. At the end of the conpression stroke, at

some point when you're almst fully conpressed,
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t hat cup, yeah, is a chanber, |ike you say. O a

vol ume of oil.

Q Did you say -- a volune of what, sorry?
A. | was repeating what you said.
Q. Yeah, | was referring to the bottom out

cup as a conpression volunme or chamber.

Woul d you agree with that?

A. | mean, the cup itself is just a, you
know, cup-shaped, you know, space. |It's got oi
in it. It's got a volume of oil in it. Yes.

Q.  And near the end of a conpression stroke,
there will be sonme conmpression that happens in
t hat bottom out cup, correct?

A. Yes. Some |evel.

Q. And would you agree that the bottom out
cup is configured for providing danpening at the
end portion of a conmpression stroke?

A. The cup itself, not necessarily. | mean,
in the fluid flow fromthe cup, maybe. The cup
itself is just a cup.

Q Well, ny question is the cup is

configured -- the purpose of the cup -- let's talk
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about the purpose of the cup. And I'm not asking
about the structure of it.

The purpose of the cup is for providing
danpeni ng at the end portion of a conpression
stroke, correct?

A. | mean, the purpose of the shock is to do
that. The whol e purpose of the design of the
shock absorber is to to that. The cup is one part
of that.

Q So the cup plays a role in providing
danpeni ng at the end portion of a conpression
stroke, correct?

A. | mean, the cup itself doesn't generate
any danping. It's just a volume of space.

Q But the cup is there for a reason. Wuld
you agree?

A. Of course.

Q  And the reason for the cup being there is
to help with providing dampening at the end
portion of a conpression stroke, correct?

A. Again, the cup doesn't -- you're -- |'m

trying to understand your words very clearly.
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You're saying the cup provides damping, and the
cup doesn't provide danping. The cup just

I sol ates some oil at the end of the stroke.
Sonmet hi ng el se provides danmpi ng, but the cup
itself doesn't provide any danpi ng.

Q What is the role of the cup, then?

A. | just answered that question.

Q So the cup is there just for decoration?

A. No. The cup is there to hold the vol une
of fluid that is interacted with at the end of the
stroke.

Q And the cup is there holding a volunme of
fluid in order to provide danpening at the end
portion of a conpression stroke, correct?

A. |'mjust saying that another device
creates the danping.

Q I --

A. Like you said danping, it produces
danpi ng. The cup itself -- itself is just hol ding
the fluid. It's just a separate volume of fluid.

Q  Exactly. And the cup is holding the

separate volume of fluid so that the shock

Page 21

Veritext Legal Solutions
Calendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127

FOX Exhibit 2011 - Page 21 of 121
SRAM v. FOX Factory - IPR2024-00216




© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N N N R R R R R R R R R
N PO © 0O N o O M~ W N B O

absorber is able to provide danmpening at the end
portion of a conpression stroke, correct?

A. That's nmpre correct. Yes.

Q Okay. And you said the cup is there to
hold a separate volume of fluid.

That separate volume of fluid is
different fromthe volume of fluid that is in the
pri mary conpression chamber of the danper,
correct?

A.  Yeah. \hen you're defining fluid in one
section, it's different than the fluid in the
ot her section. Correct.

Q Wuld it be fair to characterize the
separate volunme of fluid in the bottom out cup as
a secondary volume of fluid?

A. | think it would be. At a certain tine.

Q At a point during a conpression stroke
when there i s danpening happening in the secondary
volume of fluid in the bottom out cup, would it be
fair to refer to that conpression as secondary
conpressi on?

A. | don't know if |I'"mconfortable with
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that. That's a new term | haven't heard, so | --
| have to think about that, but |I'm not sure.

Q The '223 patent discusses the term
"secondary conpression," correct?

A. 1'"m not sure. | didn't menorize that
patent, but that's --

Q  Okay.

A. If you could show me where it is.

Q You can pull up the '223 patent, which is
in the exhibit folder. It was previously marked
as Exhibit 1001.

(Previously marked Exhibit 1001
I ntroduced into the record and attached
to the transcript.)
THE W TNESS: Okay. | have it.
BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:

Q Go to colum 2, starting with |ine 22.
You'll see the patent reads, "While the" --
there's a typo there, but it says, "Wiile the
foregoi ng patents teach structures for increasing
danpening in the final stages of a shock

absorber's conpression stroke, none provide a
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compl ete and user-adjustable system through the
use of a user-adjustable secondary danpening
arrangement . ”

Do you see that?

A. | do see that.

Q. Vhat is your understanding of a
user - adj ust abl e secondary danpeni ng arrangenment ?

A. That would be a secondary danpeni ng
arrangement that's user adjustable. | -- in this
context, it makes a little bit nore sense, and
it's clear that this patent is basically entirely
about adjusting the secondary danping. That's it.

Q. And the secondary danping that this
'223 patent is referring to is the bottom out
danpening -- or the danpening that's happening in
t he bottom out cup, correct?

A. | mean, in the case of this patent, the
danping is not occurring in the cup. The imges
show that clearly. So...

But | do understand what you're saying,
what you're trying to say, but | just want to be

specific: There's no danping occurring in the cup
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in the '223 patent.

Q But the cup is playing a role in the
danpening -- or rather, let's say the cup plays a
role in the secondary dampeni ng as described in
the '223 patent, correct?

A. Yes. Uh- huh.

Q Sone parts of the '223 patent also refer
to the danper chamber as having a primry
conpression and a primary rebound chamber,
correct?

A. Could you repeat that question?

Q Sone parts of the '223 patent refer to
the mai n danper chanber as having a primary
conpressi on chamber and a primary rebound chamber,
correct?

A. | Dbelieve so.

Q So in that context, referring to the
bottom out cup chanber or volume as a secondary
chanber or secondary volune woul d make sense,
correct?

A. | would agree with that.

Q. Just going back to the concept of
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bottom out or bottom ng out.

The bottom out necessarily happens near
the end of a conpression stroke when the shock
absorber has no more ability to conmpress, correct?

A. Near the end. Yes.
Q So earlier we tal ked about Dr. Wang's
decl aration, and you said that you had reviewed it

at some point after it was submtted; is that

correct?
A. | did say that. Yeah.
Q And so -- do you recall there being any

substantive differences between your declaration
and Dr. Wang's decl aration?

A. | don't remember.

Q. And do you renmember anything jumping out
at you as being -- his opinion being different
fromyours for any -- in any portion of the
decl arati on?

A. | do not remenmber anything |ike that, no.

Q Okay. Did you review Dr. Wang's
decl aration in preparation for your deposition

t oday?
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A. No.

Q. How does the technol ogy described in the
'223 patent provide bottom out protection or
control ?

A. How does it? From | ooking at the inmages
and readi ng about it, it has a stage towards the
end when the shock is nearly bottomed out where
sone object goes into a chanmber, |ike the
bottom out cup, and forces oil out of that. It's
just sone feature at the end that does that.

Now, that's well, well known in the prior
art: Bottom out cups and flow path into and out
of bottom out cups. To me, the invention of this
is entirely about the adjustable -- the
adjustability of the fluid |Ieaving the bottom out
cup and going into the conpression chamber. Or,
you know, the adjustability of that flow path in
ei ther direction.

Q. You have reviewed the Fox 751 patent in
preparation for your deposition today, correct?

A. That was the patent on nmy -- my question

is, is that the patent that we submtted, the Fox
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pat ent ?

Q Exactly. And let nme put the full patent
number in the record. The patent nunber is
6,604,771. The nanmed inventor is Robert Fox. And
it was previously marked as Exhibit 10009.

(Previously marked Exhibit 1009
I ntroduced into the record and attached
to the transcript.)
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:

Q The Fox '751 patent does not have a
bottom out cup technol ogy, correct?

A. That is correct. This patent is just
meant to represent the general, very, very common
shape of a bicycle rear shock.

Q The Fox '751 patent discusses a
bottom out bumper to provide bottom out
protection, correct?

A.  You know, a bunper is well known in the
art. | don't remenber it specifically mentioning
a bunper. | m ght have read right past that

because it's such a conmon thing. So it may or
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may not have. | can't recall

Q But a bottom out bunper al so provides
bottom out protection, nmuch |ike bottom out cup
t echnol ogy, correct?

A. A bottom out bunper provides sone inpact
so that two metal parts don't run into each other.
And it provides some | evel of resistance and
protection fromthat and from maki ng noise. But |
think it's fairly different than what's going on
with a bottom out cup

Q M. Wesling, would you please open up
your declaration that was submtted in this |PR?
And it was marked as Exhibit 1003.

(Previously marked Exhibit 1003
i ntroduced into the record and attached
to the transcript.)
THE W TNESS: Okay. | have it.
BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:

Q Okay. W'IlIl stay with your declaration
for a while so, you know, if you want to just
| eave it open, that would be great.

The function of a danper is to dissipate
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energy from a shock absorbing system correct?

A. That is something that a danper does,
yes. | " mnot sure it's the entire function of it,
but -- a danper also takes a harsh inmpact and
spreads it out over a longer time period, which
makes that inmpact go from being harsh to being
much softer.

Q. And when a danper, as you said, spreads
out an inpact, it dissipates energy while it does
that, right?

A.  Yeah. Sometimes it does, some part of it
does. It's a combination of all those things.

But yeah.

Q  And the dissipation of energy allows for
a nore controlled conpression; is that correct?

A. Yes. The word "control" is a very strong
word that definitely defines danping. Damping and
control go hand in hand. W thout the danping, a
spring would just oscillate. And so sone |evel of
danping is required to control that.

So yeah, control is a great word for

danpi ng.
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Q And there are many different ways in
whi ch a danmpi ng system can provide that controlled
compressi on and di ssipation of energy, correct?

A. There is nore than one way. Many ways.
Sur e.

Q  Paragraph 29 of your declaration. Let me
know when you're there.

A. Okay. ' m here.

Q  The chanmber 275 that is shown in pink at
t he bottom of paragraph 29, that is the bottom out
cup in the context of the '223 patent, correct?

A. Can you repeat that? The first part cut
out .

Q Sorry. The chanber 275 that is shown at
t he bottom of paragraph 29 of your declaration is
the bottom out cup in the context of the
'223 patent, correct?

A. It is.

Q And let's look at the figure that is
on -- right before paragraph 30 in your
decl arati on.

A. Okay.
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Q. That's an annotated or colored version of
figure 4 fromthe '223 patent, correct?

A. Yes.

Q And there -- figure 4, that is -- shows
the bottom out piston 250 that is plunged into the
bottom out cup 275, correct?

A. | see that. Yeah.

Q. Portion 222 that is shown in red in
figure 4 right above paragraph 30 is the primry
conpressi on portion of the danper chamber,
correct?

A. Correct.

Q And the portion 221, which is just shown
in white -- it's not colored -- is the primary
rebound portion of the danper chanber, correct?

A. Yes.

Q As the bottom out piston 250 enters the
bottom out cup 275, sonme conpressive forces wll
act on the fluid in the cup and some of it wl
exit the cup through one of the two fluid flow
pat hs - -

A. Yeah, | --
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Q. -- correct?

A. " m sorry.

Q Sorry, | was just saying that -- let me
just repeat my question.

VWhen t he bottom out

bott om out
act on the
fluid will

fl ow pat hs,

pi ston 250 enters the

cup 275, sonme conmpressive forces will

fluid in the cup, and sone of that

exit the cup through one of the two

301 and 302, correct?

A. Provi ded t hat that

the 1 nside of

piston is conpletely

t he bottom out

seal ed agai nst cup.

If that is sealed, then the flow would go through

the chamber -- the two that you just mentioned,

the -- | can't see the numbers here, but -- yeabh,

the two flow paths that exit the bottom of the

bottom out chanber. Assum ng that the piston is
seal ed --

Q  OCkay.

A. -- bl ow by.

Q  Okay. Understood.

So the piston needs to be sealed with the

circunference of the cup so that there isn't a | ot

Page 33

Veritext Legal Solutions
Calendar-CA @veritext.com 866-299-5127

FOX Exhibit 2011 - Page 33 of 121
SRAM v. FOX Factory - IPR2024-00216




© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N N N R R R R R R R R R
N PO © 0O N o O M~ W N B O

of fluid | oss happening around the piston in --

correct?
A. | mean, you asked the question whether or
not the fluid goes through -- only through those

two chambers.

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And | said yes, if the piston is seal ed.
If the piston is not sealed, then there's three
pat hs out.

Q.  Assum ng that the outer surface of the
piston is sealed or in tight contact with the
circunference of the bottom out cup, nmopst of the
fluid will exit to the -- through two fluid paths,
301 and 302, correct?

A. It depends what you nean by tight
cont act . If it was tight contact, it wouldn't be
able to move. If there's going to be clearance --
either it's sealed or there's clearance. And the
cl earance defines how much bl ow-by. And actually,
fromthe ook of this picture, it |ooks Iike
there's a |l ot of clearance between the piston and

the idea of the bottom out cup except for the
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seal. The seal, in this case, seals it. And
that's clearly a seal

So if you renove the seal, you get a | ot
of bl ow- by.

Q Even if you get sonme blow-by, there wll
be fluid flowi ng through the two fl ow paths,
correct?

A. Probably. The one flow path has no
resi stance at all. If that -- the flow path
that's the one in the patent itself, if that is a
fixed orifice, then there's no resistance going
t hrough that orifice at all at a certain speed.
So there's always going to be flow through that
orifice, some -- with some resistance at a certain
speed and sonme no resistance at a sl ower speed.

Q. The one that you said doesn't have
resi stance, are you referring to the bl ow- out
val ve?

A. The bl ow-off valve does have resistance.
That's got a fixed blow-off, so it provides no
flow up until a certain pressure, and then it

provi des fl ow.
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The ot her version, the valve 355 provides
no resistance, because it's an orifice, until the
flow i ncreases enough to generate some kind of
resistive force through that valve, and then it
provi des resistance proportional to the speed of
the fluid going through that valve. That's how
t hat wor ks.

Q. But - -

A. And one could say the same thing about
the blow-by. At very slow speed, fluid would go
past the piston bottom out cup interface with very
little resistance. But at a higher speed, it
woul d choke and then provide resistance.

Q If you adjust the valve 355 such that the
orifice becomes smaller or |larger, that would
affect the resistance of fluid flow ng through the
flow path that has the 355 valve, correct?

A. Yes. That's the entirety of this patent.
Li ke, without that, this patent has no feature
what soever beyond anything in the prior art. So
the entirety of this patent is that particul ar

val ve 355 and that adjustable orifice. W thout
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t hat, yeah, of course.

Q  Turn to paragraph 32.

A. Okay.

Q. I n paragraph 32 of your declaration, you
di scuss a path 465 between the bottom out cup and
t he rebound portion of the shock absorber,
correct?

A. Yes.

Q In figure 4 of the '223 patent, which is
depicted right bel ow your paragraph 32, the flow
path 465 is shown as going fromthe primary
rebound chamber 221 into the bottom out cup 275,
correct?

A. Yes. It shows it exiting the piston and
goi ng between the space of the seal and the bottom
of the bottom out cup

Q So the flowis fromthe primary rebound
chanmber into the bottom out cup through this flow
path 465, correct?

A. It's into a part of the bottom out cup.
| say that because, at this stage in this image,

the other side of the seal, that fluid is now
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compl etely connected and -- with the primary
conpressi on chamber. So it's not flowing into
t hat area. It's flowing into the area that
remai ns at the bottom out cup as the piston
progresses into the bottom out cup.

So yeah, to the left of the piston it's
flowing into that space.

Q And the flow path 465 is al so adjustable,
correct?

A It is.

Q And how is the adjustnment done for the
fl ow path 465?

A. In the imge here, | believe it's
number 231, which is the rebound needle, which is
a very comon thing and used on al nost every
decent rear shock that's produced today.

So that rebound needle is adjusted -- the
image fromthe left to right, or in and out, and
that closes the flow -- the rebound fl ow path.
It's an open -- a typical variable orifice danper.

So whenever you see a needle like this

closing an orifice and sonething is flow ng
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through it, it's a danmper. So yes.

Q. And what's the purpose of the flow
pat h 4657

A. The purpose of that is -- the main
purpose of the flow path is to regulate the flow
of fluid fromthe rebound chanmber to the -- to
anyt hing outside of the rebound chamber. So as
t he shock expands, goes to its fullest |ength,
you're trying to regulate the flow and the
extension so it doesn't happen inmediately. So
you' re danpi ng that oil

And that orifice, which is 460, is -- you
know, introduction of the oil fromthe rebound
chamber. And then that needle 231 -- the needle
valve, the throttle valve, whatever you want to
call it -- is adjusting that flow out of the
rebound chanber.
From there, that flow goes into the other

parts of the shock.

Q. And that valve 231 is user adjustable,
correct?

A. It is. Very comon on almost all shocks
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t oday.

Q And it is adjustable by a user on the

fly --
A. Yes.
Q --to --
A. Yes. It can be, and it can also be

fixed. Most all flow on rear shocks have the
option of being a fixed factory set or user
adjustable. And this is an exanmple that can be
ei ther one.
Il'"'m not sure it's defined in this patent.
MS. BHATTACHARYYA: M. Wesling, we've
been going for about an hour. Let's take a
ten-m nute break.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
(A recess was taken.)
BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:
Q M. Wesling, let's go to claim1 of the
'223 patent. The '223 patent is in the exhibit
folder. It's marked as Exhibit 1001.
A. Okay. ' mthere.

Q Claim1l of the '223 patent, starting at
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around line 44 in colum 7 reads, "A fluid flow
path formed in the bottom out cup for providing
fluid comunication fromthe cup to the
conpressi on portion of the chamber during a
conpressi on stroke of the danper."

Do you see that?

| do.

Q In your declaration you have said that
claim 1l doesn't require a direction of flow
bet ween t he conpressi on portion of the chamber and
the bottom out cup, correct?

A. Yes.

Q And do you stand by that?

A. | do.

Q Claim1l, however, recites that the fluid
path formed in the bottom out cup provides
communi cation fromthe cup to the conpression
portion of the chanber.

Do you see that?
A. | see those words. Yes.
Q Does fluid comunication fromthe cup to

the compression portion of the chanmber inply that
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there is fluid communication in a specific
direction fromthe cup to the conpression portion
of the chamber?

A. | don't believe it does.

Q. \Vhat does fromthe cup to the conpression
portion of the chamber mean to you?

A. It means that there exists a fluid
communi cation channel, a flow path, that is --
exi sts between two points. So it could be from --
from-- doesn't matter. It's -- it exists --
there exists a fluid conmmunication path during a
conpressi on stroke. And that is true; there is a
fluid communi cation path between those two during
a conpression stroke.

Q Claim 1l does not recite that a flow path
exists fromthe cup to the conpression portion of
the chamber. Instead, it recites there is fluid
communi cation fromthe cup to the conpression

portion of the chanber, correct?

A. |'mnot sure what your question was. The
guestion -- if you read the claim as we did
before, | agreed with the words that are in the
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claim But as you phrased that, |I'm not sure
agree with that.
Q The words of the clains are there is

"fluid comunication fromthe cup to the

conpression portion of the chamber," correct?
A. Yeah. | agree that those words are
t here. It provides fluid communication fromthe

cup to the conpression portion of the chanber
during a conpression stroke. But it also provides
fluid in the other direction as well. It's
provided that by means of it being a communication
channel .

Q So even if fluidis flowing fromthe
conpressi on chamber to the cup, it is your
interpretation that it is comunication fromthe
cup to the conpression portion of the chamber?

A. | disagree. The channel -- the flow path
itself is fromthe cup to the conmpression chanber.
And there is fluid communication between the two.
During a conpression stroke, that channel exists.
It's possible that during a conpression stroke,

t hat that channel woul dn't exi st. But in this
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case, it does.

Q | agree. Let's focus on the words of the
cl ai ms.

Does the claimsay that there is a fluid
path extending fromthe cup to the conpression
portion of the chanber?

A. |t does not say that. It says it's
formed in the bottom out cup for providing fluid
communi cation fromthe cup to the conpression
portion, which | agree with. |t does create a
channel that goes from here to there. That
channel also goes fromthe conmpression chanmber to
the bottom out cup. It can be both.

Q. \Vhat does it nmean to you by the term
“fluid communi cati on"?

A. It means the fluid can communi cate.

' m not sure what your question is.
Those words - -

Q. What does the term "fluid conmunication”
mean to you?

A. Pardon?

Q M question is, what does the term"fluid
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communi cati on” mean to you?

A. Yeah. It means that fluid can
communi cate from one place to another.

Q.  And how does fluid comunicate from one
pl ace to anot her?

A. How does it?

Q. Yes.

A. Well, it can comunicate entirely by
just -- by its existence. It can be a channel
with no flow And as long as it can -- it can

communi cate as long as it can nove within a space.
And what we said before was there is a space that
iIs the bottom out cup and a space that's a
compression chamber. And the ability to
communi cate i s just having a channel between the
two of them
So fluid communi cates by having an open

channel .

Q So as long as there is an opening between
part A and part B through which communication may
happen, it is -- is it your opinion that part A

and part B are in fluid communication?
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A. Yes.

Q. Does conmmuni cation have to happen between
part A and part B -- strike that.

If there is an opening between part A and
part B, would you consider part A and part B to be
in fluid commnication with each other even if
there is no flow of fluid between then?

A. | would. The claimis describing the
fluid flow path. So that particular part of the
claimis about a fluid flow path. So it makes
sense to say that that fluid flow path provides
communi cati on between those two spaces.

Q But it is your opinion that part A and
part B, if they have an opening between them they
are in fluid communi cati on regardl ess of whether
or not there is fluid flow happening between those
two parts, correct?

A. As long as there is fluid in there, yes.

Q As long as there's fluid in there. But
there -- you -- there is no directionality of flow
of that fluid required in order for part A and

part B to be in fluid communication, correct?
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A.  You know, |I'mreally referring to this
specific enmbodiment. So in this specific
embodi ment, where -- | would say that that's true.
| can't speak for all fluid chanmbers. But | ooking
at the Fox imge that you showed before, | would
say those two, yes. Especially since, in this
case, the chamber -- in this case, in the Fox
i mge, it's very, very clear that the only way
that the fluid can comunicate is between these
two chambers. There's no other alternative for
that. So yes, those two chanbers communicate with
each ot her.
Q Let's go to the Nakaya reference, which
i's patent number 6,558,430, which was previously
mar ked as Exhi bit 1005.
(Previously marked Exhibit 1005
identified for the record and attached to
the transcript.)
THE W TNESS: Ckay. ' m there.
BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:
Q You're famliar with the Nakaya

reference, correct?
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A. | am
Q. Let's tal k about the directionality of
flow in Nakaya.

So in Nakaya, you are referring to the
part 1125 and 1127 collectively as the bottom out
cup, correct?

A. Can you tell me what figure you're on?
Q. | am | ooking at 7, 8.

Do you recall what part of the Nakaya

device did you refer to as the bottom out cup?
A. I|"m sorry, which figure were you on
again? You said 78. | don't know which --

Q. 7 and 8. Fi gures 7 and 8.

A. All right. So can we just refer to one
figure at a time? | can only see one at a time,
so. ..

Q. " m just asking you about what part of
t he Nakaya devi ce. It is the same device that is

being shown in figures 7 and 8 of Nakaya. What
part --
Because t hey have --

A.
Q. -- of that device --
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A. I'msorry. They have different nunbers
that are represented on those two pictures. And
if you're referring to a nunber, then | just want
to know which figure you're referring to.

Q | nmean, it is your declaration you
reference, M. Wesling. You tell me, what did you
refer to as the bottom out cup in the Nakaya
reference.

A. | mean, you started off the question wth
l'isting a bunch of nunbers, |ike 1127, 1125, and

SO on, SO --

Q. So -

A. -- you were referring to a different
figure.

Q | was repeating what's in your

decl arati on, but you seemto be confused. So if
you need a monment to refresh yourself as to what
is the bottom out cup of Nakaya, then we can
proceed.

A. Okay. If you're reading from ny
decl aration, | would prefer if you said | am

reading fromyour declaration, and you said this
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in your declaration, and not asking me if | said
that in my declaration. Because | don't know if
you're going to change a word or shorten

sonmet hing. So just say, |I'mreading from your
decl aration; in your declaration it says this.
And then |I can agree to that very easily. So...

Q.  You said you have revi ewed Nakaya, you
have revi ewed your declaration, so | would assume
you would at | east remenber what is the bottom out
cup of Nakaya, but it doesn't seemso. So | wll
| et you | ook at Nakaya to reorient yourself, and I
will then ask you what is the bottom out cup of
Nakaya.

A. Okay. You can ask ne now.

Q  Okay. \What part of the Nakaya device
that is shown in figures 7 and 8 are you referring
as the bottom out cup of Nakaya?

A. In ny declaration -- actually, I'"monly
trying to be specific here -- is that -- | could
have referred to the bottom out cup as 1125 and
1127. But it also would nmore accurately be space

of 1127 that's within the seal. And -- |I'm just
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trying to be specific.

But yeah, it is generally that space that
woul d be on the -- if you |look at the space from
the seal to the bottom of that space 1127.

Q. And what part of the Nakaya device that
is shown in figures 7 and 8 of Nakaya are you
referring to as the conpression portion of the
chanber or the conpression chanmber?

A. It would generally be the space 1120.
Generally. Yes. Or space 82, | suppose. Nakaya
has a | ot of nunbers pointing to the same spaces,
so Il'"'mtrying to be specific.

Q I n paragraph 56 of your declaration, you
have said, "Nakaya allows for fluid (air) to flow
t hrough the bottom out cup 1125, 1127, to the
conpressi on portion 82 during a conpression stroke
of the danper."

Do you see that?

A. Well, | don't have ny declaration up, so
| don't see that, but you're reading from ny
declaration, so | -- | understand. Yes.

Q | nean, if there's a way for you to pull
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up both Nakaya and your declaration, you are free
to do that. | -- |I'mnot going to m srepresent
anything to you as |I'mreading from your

decl aration, but | also want you to be confortable
answering your questions -- ny questions.

So if you're able to do that, you can do
that, or you can go back and forth; it's up to
you. But what | read to you is in paragraph 56 of
your decl aration.

MR. WALSH: Arpita, he has a clean copy,
paper copy, of his deposition, and he has a cl ean
copy of Nakaya. So he can -- he can have both of
those in front of himif he w shes.

MS. BHATTACHARYYA: | f you have cl ean
copies and if you want to refer to your -- the
hard copies, you are welcome to do that.

THE W TNESS: That would be great. Thank
you.

Okay. Go ahead.

BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:
Q So in your declaration, as | read from

par agraph 56, you're referring to the part 82 as
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the compression portion of Nakaya.
Do you see that?
A. Yeah, |I'mlooking at -- you said

par agraph 567?

Q. Uh- huh.

A. And what specific --

Q The first sentence.

A. The what? The first sentence?
Q. Yes.

A. | see it.

Q Okay. There are at least two different

fl ow paths that comes in and out of the bottom out

cup 1125, 1127, correct?

A. Yes. In this enmbodinent, there is.
Q  Okay.
A. In the Nakaya enmbodi nents, there's

mul tiple other ones. But in this one, yeah.

Q. Claim 11l of the '223 patent, as we

read

previously, recites, "A flow path formed in the

bottom out cup for providing fluid conmmunication

fromthe cup to the conmpression portion of

chanmber during a conpression stroke of the

t he
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danper. "
Do you recall that?
A. |I'msorry, could you, like, speak into

your m c? Because when you turn into the

conputer, | can't hear as well.
Q  Okay. I s that any better?
A. Yes.

Q So earlier, we discussed claim1l of the
'223 patent, and specifically the limtation "A
flow path formed in the bottom out cup for
providing fluid communication fromthe cup to the
conpressi on portion of the chamber during a
conpressi on stroke of the danper."
Do you recall that?
A. | recall that. Yes.
Q  MVhich flow path of Nakaya are you mappi ng
to that limtation of claim1l of the '223 patent?
A. The flow path of 823.
Q And | know earlier you said you do not
think claim1l requires any directionality of fl ow.
But setting that aside, what is the

direction of flow between the bottom out cup and
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the conmpression portion 82 through that flow path
823 during a compression stroke?

A. | mean, it could be in either direction,
dependi ng on the geonmetry of the shock.

Q. And what do you mean by the geometry of
t he shock?

A. The specific sizes and shapes of the
parts in the shock.

Q. Where does Nakaya say that?

A. It's just shown in the i mge. Nakaya
itself is not very clear on the direction of flow
in that regard. So one has to infer fromthe
i mge here of what the intent of this particular
val ve is.

What | see here is -- is an adjustable
val ve between the bottom out cup and the
compression chamber, which is as clear as day.
And that teaches communi cation between those two
chambers directly.

So the direction of flow is unclear, but
it depends on the geometry of the parts. It can

go in both directions depending on that.
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Q Can fluid flow in both directions through
a throttle valve?

A. I'msorry, through a what?

Q. Throttle valve.

A. Of course.

Q And 824 is a throttle valve that is
di sposed in the flow path 823, correct?

A. Yes.

Q And earlier you said depending on the
geonetry of the Nakaya device, fluid can flow in
either direction through flow path 823.

Can you explain the circunstances in
which fluid will flow fromthe bottom out cup to
the compression portion 82 during a conpression
stroke?

A. \Vhen the pressure in the bottom out cup
is larger than the pressure in the conpression
chanber.

Q. There is another flow path out of the
bottom out cup that goes through the valve 140.

Do you see that?

A. | do.
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Q. So when the pressure is higher in the
bottom out cup, Nakaya says that flow -- there
will be fluid flow fromthe bottom out cup through
t hat passage having the valve 140 to the rebound

portion of the Nakaya device, correct?

A. | -- you have to show me where in Nakaya
it says that. | know that 140 val ve produces
restriction. It can be adjusted to be closed or

nearly closed as well.

| also know that valve -- that the
pressure relief valve 92 could produce
restriction. So if there's restrictions in either
of those two valves, it would allow for the
pressure in 822 to go up and it flow in the other
direction. Depending on the geonetry of the
shock, it's possible.

Q MVMhat is the primary direction of flow
bet ween the conpression portion 82 and the
bottom out cup in Nakaya during a conpression
stroke?

A. | don't think it's defined.

Q. Vhat is your understanding of the primary
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direction of flow between the conpression portion
82 and the bottom out cup in Nakaya during a
conpressi on stroke?

A. So Nakaya is a piece of prior art, and as
a piece of prior art, | |ooked at Nakaya to see
that it had the adjustable orifice or the
adj ustable flow path that's, you know, user
adj ust abl e and externally adjustable between the
conpressi on chamber and the bottom out cup, which
it does.

Looki ng further in Nakaya, it's unclear
in the wwitten description exactly what direction
that flow goes. And even if it was said one way
or the other, which it isn't, the i mge shows, and
anybody know edgeable in the art, which I am
could tell you that that flow could go in either
di rection.

Q. But Nakaya doesn't say that there is
fluid flow fromthe bottom out cup to the
conpression portion 82 through the flow path 823,
correct?

A. Nakaya is unclear on the direction of
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flow. [It's obvious, though, that there is sone

flow, but it's unclear on the direction.

Q In your declaration --

A. |I'msorry, you cut out there at the
begi nning. All | heard --

Q Sorry. In ground |I of your
decl aration -- and when | say ground, does that

mean anything to you?

A. Not specifically.

Q Okay. Let me -- it's legalese, so let ne
just be a little bit nmore specific.

So if you go to page 59 of your
declaration -- and I'"'mreferring to the page
number that is -- the PDF page nunber that is at
t he bottom of the page.

A. Okay. l'"'m on page 59.

Q Do you see in the mddle of the page you
say, "Ground I: Claims 1 through 9, 50 -- 11
t hrough 15, and 19 are antici pated by Nakaya or
rendered obvious under 35 USC Section 103 by
Nakaya or rendered obvious by Nakaya in view of

Kodama" ?
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A. | see it.

Q. \Vhat was the purpose for including Kodama
in this alleged obvi ousness combi nati on of Nakaya
and Kodama?

A. I'malittle confused by what you nean
what the purpose is.

Q Vhat limtations of the '223 patent
claims are you using Kodama for?

A. | would have to | ook back through this,
what | wrote in ny declaration. | don't -- | did
not menorize that.

Should I do that?

Q  Yeah. | mean, just to be -- as you do
it, just keep in mnd that, | mean, what |I'm
trying to understand, and it's not clear to me, is
wher e Kodama conmes in. \What are you saying m ght
be m ssing from Nakaya t hat Kodama provi des?

A. | mean, we say that Nakaya antici pates
the entire invention. So | think it's okay to
have sonmething that anticipates the entire
invention and then throw something else in as well

to substantiate. There's many, many patents that
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coul d have been submtted that have the same
features as Nakaya, |ike the bottom out cups and
throttle valves, and so on and so forth, that
woul d be additive to add that. But --

Q But what | want to knowis that -- why is
it that you included Kodama? What part of Kodama
are you relying on?

A. |In section 99 of nmy decl aration, Kodama
was there to more specifically include the
adj ustable flow path number 30 that's |ight blue
in the image and the needle valve within the
shaft.

Nakaya shows that adjustment, the
adj ust abl e rebound, with figure -- with 814; even
t hough the flow path is through the shaft, Nakaya
shows it outside the shaft with another throttle
valve -- another danper. So | think -- that
shoul d be good enough. That does show what is
required in the '223 claims. But the -- Kodama
just places that adjustable rebound in the shaft.

Q So if I'"munderstanding correctly, you

are using Kodama in the Kodama and Nakaya
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conmbi nat i

val ve thr

the rebou
that corr
A.

t hat soun

Q.

on for Kodama's teaching of an adjustable

ough the shaft for adjusting flow between

nd chamber and a conpression chamber; is
ect?
You know, regarding what | just said,

ds simlar to what | just said.

Kodama shows an adjustable flow path

t hrough a shaft between a rebound portion and a

conpr essi
A.

tal k abou

patent up
Q.

previ ousl

on portion of the danper, correct?

Let me pull up Kodama. |If we're going to
t Kodama, |1'd like to have the full
Yes. Kodama is available to you. It was

y marked as Exhibit 1006.

(Previously marked Exhibit 1006

I ntroduced into the record and attached
to the transcript.)

THE W TNESS: | have it.

BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:

Q.
guestion?

A.

And so -- do you want me to repeat ny

Pl ease.
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Q. Kodama shows an adjustable flow path
t hrough a shaft between a rebound portion and a
conpression portion of the danper, correct?

A. That's correct.

Q  And you are referring to Kodama in the
Nakaya and Kodama combi nation with respect to an
adj ustable flow path through the shaft between the
rebound portion and the bottom out cup, as recited
in the claims, correct?

A. Yeah, | nmean, the adjustable flow path --
the adjustable flow through that shaft is
conpl etely disclosed in Nakaya. The Kodama patent
just shows it a different way.

Q Are you relying on Kodama for anything
else with respect to your Nakaya and Kodama
obvi ousness conbi nati on assertion?

A. Specifically with regard to Kodama, using
it as a reference with other references, we use it
nore than once. And I'd have to go through ny
whol e declaration to be sure how often it's been
used, not because it's a piece of supporting

art -- 1 don't remenmber every place that it's
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bei ng used at.

Q My question is currently only about the
Nakaya and Kodama combi nation. And we can go back
to Kodama again with respect to other grounds
wher ever it comes up.

So with respect to just the Nakaya and
t he Kodama conbi nation, | just want to know if
Kodama is used in any other way.

A. |I'mjust going through areas that
menti oned Kodama in this particular ground --

Q. Yeah.

A. -- and | see that Kodama discloses a
needl e valve or a throttle valve 130 that includes
a closed position.

| can go through all the pages. It's a
hard copy, so | can't search for Kodama, but if
you'd like me to nmention all the tinmes that Kodama
is nentioned, | can do that.

Q Let me ask you a different question.

Does Kodama di sclose a bottom out cup?

A. No, it does not disclose a bottom out cup

i ke the enmbodi ment in the Fox patent.
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Q. Going back to Nakaya, earlier we
di scussed fluid flow --

A. So we're back on Nakaya. s there a
specific spot | should be | ooking at?

Q. Yes. You can perhaps go to the
di scussion of claim9, which is at paragraph 100.
100.

A. Wait, '223 patent, claim9, for Nakaya?

Q No. Let's just go to your declaration
for paragraph 100.

A. Sorry, | just closed out the Veritext by
acci dent. One second.

Oh, there it is. Okay. What

par agraph did you say? 100?

Q. Yes.
A. Okay.
Q I n paragraph 100 of your declaration, you

are discussing a second fluid flow path 140 and
102.

Do you see that?

| do.

That second flow path is -- goes fromthe
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bottom out cup -- strike that.

The second flow path in Nakaya goes from
the all eged bottom out cup of Nakaya to the
rebound portion of the Nakaya device, correct?

A. When that -- when the pressure -- this is
a situation where it doesn't flow in both
directions if there's a pre-|loaded ball valve on
it. So it's a one- -- this is a one-directiona
valve. And when the pressure in the bottom out
cup i s higher than the rebound pressure and you
exceed the pressure release of the ball and the
pressure restriction of the valve 140, then you
woul d get flow in that direction.

Q.  And when you say the flow in that
direction, that direction is fromthe bottom out
cup to the rebound portion of the Nakaya device,
correct?

A. Again, in this particular case, this is
an exanple of a flow that was -- is nmeant to be in
one direction because of the ball check valve.

Q And that one direction is fromthe

bottom out cup to the rebound portion of the
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chamber .

A. Correct.

Q. Let's go to paragraph 114 of your
decl arati on.

A. Okay.

Q So right before paragraph 114 of your
decl arati on you say, "Ground I1: Clains 1 to 5,
9, 11 to 15, and 19 are anticipated by Chen,
rendered obvious by Chen, or rendered obvious by
Chen in view of Deferme."

Do you see that?

A. | do.

Q  OCkay. "Il ask you about Deferme. And I
don't know if |I'm saying that |ast name correctly.
For the help of the court reporter, it's

D-e-f-e-r-me.
Defernme teaches a piston that has
uni directional flow paths going through the
pi ston, correct?
A. |I'msorry, what kind of flow path did you
say?

Q Unidirectional flow paths through the
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pi ston of Deferme.
A. Okay. Defernme generally shows -- it
shows exanples of unidirectional flow paths

t hr oug

h the piston.

Q  And for what purpose are you using

Deferme in your conmbination of Chen and Deferne?

A. Are you referring to a specific part of

my dec

and |

| aration? If so, |let me know where it is

can read it back to you.

Q I just want to know in general, what is

your u

in you

A.

mean,
out th

that s

nder st andi ng of what role does Deferme plays
r ground 117

Ckay. |'d rather not summarize it. |

it was listed in nmy declaration. So point

e spot in ny declaration and we can discuss

peci fic thing.

Q. If it was clear to me, | would have asked

you.
cl ear

Chen a

A.

That's why |'m asking you, because it's not
to me what's the role of Deferme in your

nd Deferme conbination.

Are you saying that --

MR. WALSH: Wait, wait, wait. There's no
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guestion pendi ng. It's question/answer. I f she
just makes a statenent, that's not -- you don't
have to answer that.
BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:

Q So Il wll repeat nmy question,
M. Wesling.

What is the role of Deferme in your Chen
and Deferme obviousness conbi nati on?

A. Okay. | will defer to my declaration and
what | wrote in ny declaration.

If you want to specifically speak to
something I wrote in nmy declaration, |I'd be happy
to speak with you about it.

Q M. Wesling, you have your declaration in
front of you. You have both a PDF copy, you have
a hard copy of your declaration, you have the
Deferme reference in front of you, and you said
you have -- just yesterday you studied your
decl arati on.

So sitting here, you cannot answer ny
guestion as to what is the role of Deferme in your

Chen and Deferme conmbi nati on?
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A. |'"mjust trying to be consistent with
your -- or trying to be respectful of your tine.
I can go through this, find where Deferme is
mentioned, and get back to you. But if you have a
guestion specific about the way Deferme was
referenced regardi ng what was written in the
declaration, |I'd prefer if you just ask that
guesti on.

Q Basically you're refusing to answer ny
guestion, or you don't know, sitting here today,
what -- what's the purpose of Deferme; is that
right?

MR. WALSH: Object to the question.
Argumentative. Don't argue with the w tness.
Don't make statenments before a question.

MS. BHATTACHARYYA: M. Walsh, | am just
asking M. Wesling a question. He has all the
resources in front of himto answer nmy questi on,
and he is refusing to answer.

BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:
Q So M. Wesling, | nmean, if you don't want

to answer --
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MR. WALSH: Wait, wait, wait -- wait a
m nute. Do not respond to something. Arpita, |I'm
tired of you putting these, you know, statenments

in front of a question. Ask a question and then

you'll get an answer. Okay? |If you don't I|ike
the answer, |'m sorry, but you can't keep putting
statenments |i ke you have just done in front of

t hese questions. Don't do it.

MS. BHATTACHARYYA: Are you done,
M. Wal sh? And please, do not make speaking
objections. That's not allowed in a deposition
for an I PR
BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:

Q M. Wesling, what is the purpose of
Deferme in your Chen and Defernme obvi ousness
combi nati on?

A. Okay. If you give ne a few nmonents, |'m
going to refresh nyself on what was written in the
IPR -- or, I'"'msorry, in my declaration, and then
"1l give you an answer. | want to be conpl ete,
and | just didn't want you to have watch me read

this because it's a hard copy and | can't search
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for the word "Defernme.”" So |I'm just going to have
to go page by page through it and then | can
reference the specifics of that like | did before.
| just was being respectful of your tinme. But if
you're okay with that, then that's what we'll do.

Q. And you can do that. But before you do
that, can you answer nmy question as to, sitting
here today, without spending time |ooking through
your decl aration, do you recall what is the role
of Deferme in your Chen and Defernme obvi ousness
combi nati on?

A. | mean, | want to be conplete. So there
could be multiple reasons. | don't want to just
pi ck one and then not have the chance to represent
the other. There may be multiple reasons, and |
just don't want to be inconplete in my answer.

So. ..

Q Okay. You are free to | ook through
Def erme, and you have a PDF copy, too, where you
can do searches. But | amonly asking you about
t he Chen and Deferme conbination right now.

A. All right. In section 118 of ny
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declaration |I say, Alternatively, it would have
been obvious to a position [sic] of one skilled in
the art to substitute Chen's sinple piston with
Deferme's adjustable piston in order to provide
addi ti onal means of adjustment to the danping
characteristics of Chen's danper."

Q So you're saying that by replacing Chen's
pi ston with Deferme's piston, you have additi onal
means of adjustment; is that right?

A. And it would have been obvious to one
skilled in the art to substitute Chen's sinple
pi ston with Deferme's adjustable piston to provide
addi ti onal means of adjustment to the danping
characteristics of Chen's danper.

Q. And what are the additional neans of
adj ustment that Deferme provides?

A. Looking at Deferne, Deferme is a type of
pi ston that has shim stacks on either side,
spring-1oaded check valves on either side. So
it's possible to adjust the danping
characteristics of that piston with shinms and

sSprings.
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Q And why would a person skilled in the art
want to replace Chen's piston 81 with Defernme's
pi ston?

A. | never said a person skilled in the art
woul d want to do that, but a person could do that.
It depends on their characteristics.

Q Is there any reason for a person skilled
in the art to want to replace Chen's piston 81
with Deferme's piston?

A. Only to get a different danping
characteristic.

Q And is that different damping
characteristic required in Chen?

A. Chen is a reference that -- we're using a
pi ece of prior art in the Chen reference. | ' m not
sure if any of this is required in Chen. Chen is
its own invention.

Q I'"'mjust trying to understand why would a
person skilled in the art be notivated to repl ace
Chen's piston 81 with Deferme's piston.

A. Chen is a patent of a specific danper

embodi ment or danmper nmechanism Chen is not a
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conpl ete shock absorber. It's a danper. It's a
subset of a shock absorber.

So one could | ook at Chen and not
understand that Chen could be represented easily
in another nore standard full-size shock absorber.

So Deferme bridges the gap between the
mechani sm of Chen and a full shock absorber
devi ce.

Q Is there any -- strike that.
| just want to -- you said that Deferne

woul d all ow Chen to be used with sonme ot her shock

absorber; is that correct?

A. | did not say that.

Q So could you explain that? | want to
under st and what -- going back to why would a

person skilled in the art conmbi ne Chen and
Def er ne?

A. | guess | defer to nmy previous answer.
You asked ne that question earlier, and | thought
I answered it conpletely.

Q. Could you repeat your answer?

A. Chen is a specific danmper mechani smt hat
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could be applied to any shock. So it -- Chen
itself is not enabling as an entire shock
absorber. It's just a mechanism for danping. It
shows a communi cati on path between the bottom out
cup and the conpression chamber. It is

adj ust abl e.

Deferme is a conplete shock absorber with
sone extra danping adjustnment in the main piston,
which is represented -- or | would say nore connon
in some shocks.

So this is just another way to represent
the simplicity of the main piston of Chen, which
wasn't part of the invention, and bridge the gap
bet ween Chen and a shock absorber. It is nore
commonly used in the market today.

Q Wth respect to the invention of the
'223 patent, which is the bottom out cup
technol ogy, does Deferme provide any inprovenment
to the alleged technol ogy descri bed in Chen?

A. Chen is a subsystem and not a conplete
shock absorber. So Deferme is a conmplete shock

absor ber.
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So Chen itself is non-enabling, |ike Chen
by itself doesn't represent all that it would need
to represent. So Deferme, in addition to Chen,

bridges the gap between the conpl ete shock

absorber and -- and Chen.
That is just one exanple of that. That's
the first one that | found. Doesn't -- |'m not

saying it's the only reason Deferme adds val ue,
but it's just the first one when we were talKking
about the compression piston and the flow paths
bet ween them

Q. | understand what you're saying, but ny
guestion is slightly different. So I will ask ny
question again.

You are relying on Chen as allegedly

di scl osing a bottom out cup technol ogy, correct?

A. Yeah. Chen definitely disclosed the
bottom out technol ogy, but more inportantly,
di scl oses the external adjustnent between a
bottom out cup and a conpressi on chanmber, since
the bottom out -- the invention is not a

bottom out cup. Those are old hat in the prior
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art. But go ahead.

Q Are you relying on Deferme at all with
respect to that bottom out cup technol ogy?

A. |Is there a specific claimyou're
referring to?

Q All the claims of the '223 patent talk
about a bottom out cup technol ogy, correct?

A. 1'd have to | ook at the claims. But
general |y speaki ng.

Q Generally speaking, yes, right?

A.  You know, a bottom out cup is included in
the claims, but the patent is about the
adjustability of the bottom out cup with --
bet ween the bottom out cup and the conpression
chanber. So that's the patent.

The patent also includes a conpression --
every claim | believe, of the '223 patent also
i ncludes a conpression piston.

Q. But are you relying on Deferme with
respect to the adjustable bottom out cup
technol ogy of the '223 patent?

A. Deferme does not show an adjustable fluid
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pat h between the bottom out cup and the
conpressi on chamber the way Chen does.

Q Let's switch gears to the Gartner
reference, which is Exhibit 1010.

(Previously marked Exhibit 1010

i ntroduced into the record and attached

to the transcript.)

BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:

Q And in your declaration, you start
di scussion of ground V, which is based on Gartner,
at page 143.

MR. WALSH: Arpita, it's com ng up on
12: 30 where we're |located. It's comng up on 1:30
where Christina is.

In terms of a -- you know, a quick lunch,
can you think of a good time that we could break
and grab a quick lunch?

MS. BHATTACHARYYA: Yeah, | mean -- and
we can take this off the record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

BY MS. BHATTACHARYYA:

Q So M. Wesling, I'"'mjust going to ask you
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some very specific questions about Gartner. You
can either refer to your declaration or you can
| ook at the Gartner reference. I[t's up to you.

A. Just reference where you're -- you know,
if it's specific about something | wrote in ny
decl aration, just point it out where it is and
"1l be happy to answer any questi ons.

Q I'"'mgoing to ask you some questions which
| don't think is mentioned in your declaration, so
I"mjust going to ask you about Gartner, so if you
want to just famliarize yourself with Gartner,

t hat m ght be better.

A. Okay.

Q Okay. So let's go to figure 12A of
Gartner.

A. Okay. ' mthere.

Q So figure 12A of Gartner shows a smaller
shock absorber 400 that is within the |arger shock
absorber 420, correct?

A. | would disagree with that. | would say
it shows a bottom out cup.

Q. \Vhat exactly are you referring as the
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bottom out cup?

A. The cup-shaped device that's at the end
of the main chanber.

Q. Can you define the boundaries of that
so-cal |l ed cup-shaped device?

A. | would say there's a fluid area 460. 4,
and the cup-shaped device is the device that
houses that ampunt of fluid, |ike we discussed
earlier today, when we're defining what a
cup-shaped -- what a bottom out cup was.

Q Let's go to Gartner, colum 9, and
specifically line 25 in colum 9.

Let nme know when you're there.

A. Okay. ' mthere.

Q Gartner recites in colum 9, starting at
l'ine 25, that "Shock absorber 420 includes one or
nmore features for externally adjusting the danmping
characteristics of second internal shock
absor ber 400."

Do you see that?
| do see that. Yes.

And you are referring to the space or
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volume within the second internal shock
absorber 400 as the alleged bottom out cup of
Gartner, correct?

A. Can you repeat the question?

Q You are referring to the space or vol une
within the second internal shock absorber 400 as
the all eged bottom out cup of Gartner, correct?

A. 400 is pointing to an entire assenmbly of
parts. | was referring to section area 460.4 as
the interior of the bottom out cup.

Q The portion 460.4 is within the internal
shock absorber 400, correct?

A. | don't know that that's true. ' m just
referring to the space of the bottom out cup. And
you asked what the bottom out cup extents were,
and that space is the volume referred to as 460. 4.

Q. Gartner doesn't use the words "bottom out
cup," correct?

A. | don't know. | did not |look for that in
Gartner, but Gartner certainly represents and
shows a bottom out cup, as we defined it earlier

t oday.
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Q The volume 460.4 is included within shock
absorber 400, correct?

A. | need to understand the extents of shock
absorber 400. Shock absorber 400 is a big arrow
pointing to an entire mechanism |'m not sure
that -- 460.4 -- |I'm just not sure, but | do know
that 460.4 is what | was referring to as the fluid
within the bottom out cup.

Q I n paragraph 174 of your declaration, you
say, "Gartner shows a bottom out cup 260, 460
(pink) formed at the end of the conpression
portion 26.4 (light red)."

Do you see that?

A. Yes, | do see that in my declaration.

Q You were -- you are referring to the
entire portion 460 shown in pink as the bottom out
cup in your declaration, correct? Not...

A. The image figure 12A shows the main
pi ston already passing through -- it's halfway
t hrough the bottom out cup. So |I would have said
460. 4 does include that space as well. It just so

happens that the i mage shows a partially actuated
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version. In view of a non-actuated version, that
space would be the extents of the bottom out cup

Q.  Vhen does the second shock absorber 400
get activated in the overall Gartner shock 4207

A. First of all, I want to be clear that a
shock absorber is a device. And figure 12A
represents a shock absorber. Calling it a second
shock absorber, recognizing that this patent m ght
refer to it as that, is -- every bottom out cup in
every piece of prior art could be considered a
second shock absorber in the sanme way. There's
not hi ng uni que or special about this as a shock
absorber. | just want to recognize that. The
term nol ogy now is new, and clearly it's not novel
in any way.

So can you repeat your question, please?

Q So I'mgoing to use the term nol ogy that
is described in Gartner, and Gartner refers to 400
as a second internal shock absorber within the
shock absorber 420. |Is that okay with you?

So | want to know at what point during a

conpressi on stroke does that second shock absorber
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get activated.

A. Towards the end of the conmpression
stroke, as any -- |like the same way any bottom out
cup works.

Q. Does Gartner say that?

A. It shows it right here. It shows it in
multiple figures. It's clear to anyone skilled in
the art that this is a bottom out technol ogy using
the bottom out cup.

Q. But the shock absorber 420 -- strike
t hat .

So in Gartner, what is the alleged
bottom out piston?

A. In this imge, the alleged bottom out
pi ston does not have a nunber, but it would be the
part of the main shaft that extends beyond the
primary piston, and it -- that part of the shaft
t hat goes into the bottom out cup would be the
pi ston, the bottom out piston.

Q So the portion of the primary piston,
whi ch you are referring as the bottom out piston,

is always situated within the second shock
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absorber 400, correct?

A. No, that's incorrect.

Q So are you saying that the main piston
goes in and out of the second shock absorber 400
during a conpression stroke?

A. Yes. It's the part -- the secondary
pi ston or the bottom out piston is the part that's
attached to the main shaft and follows along with
the main shaft.

Q. So you agree that the secondary piston
al ways moves along with the main piston, correct?

A. In this particular enbodiment, it does do
that. The one we're tal king about in figure 12A

Q So if it is always nmoving along with the
bottom out piston, and at least in figure 12A it
shows that that secondary piston is always within
t he shock absorber 400, how is it getting
activated only at the l[ast portion of the
conpressi on stroke?

A. Can you ask your question again?

Q I'"Il just read my question. Okay?

If the secondary piston is always noving
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along with the primary piston, how does it get
activated only at the | ast portion of the
conpressi on stroke?

A. How does what get activated?

Q. The second shock absorber 400.

A. \When the secondary piston enters the
bottom out cup, it generates the bottom out
resi stance based on that.

Q And --

A. Before it enters the cup, it doesn't
provi de any resistance whatsoever. And after it
enters the cup and it forces fluid out of the cup

t hrough the externally adjustable valve, exactly

like in claim1l of the patent, it activates the --
yeah, the secondary danmping or -- secondary
dampi ng of the bottom out cup. |It's very clear.

Q You're referring to the conpression
vol ume 460 of second shock absorber 400 as the
bottom out cup, correct?

A. No, I"mreferring to that as the fluid
within the bottom out cup.

Q Clarify for me again. What are you
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referring to as the bottom out cup of Gartner?

A. The bottom out cup is the -- is
everything that supports and surrounds the fluid
volume that is referred to as 460. 4.

Q So you're saying 460.4 is just the fluid
vol ume?

A. 460.4 -- as I'm |l ooking at this
i mge 12A, 460.4 is pointing to the space within
the bottom out cup.

Q Wuld it be fair to refer to 460.4 as a
conpression volume?

A. As a conmpression volume?

Q. Yeah.

A. | mean, when it's conpressed, | think one
could refer to it as conmpression vol une.

Q And you're referring to the structure
around the conpression volume 460.4 as the
bottom out cup, correct?

A. | would generally refer to the structure
that holds that fluid in -- the fluid that is
going to eventually get pushed through the

externally adjustable valve, that fluid -- and the
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structure that surrounds that fluid, is the
bottom out cup.

In this case, it's a multipart bottom out
cup because the -- just nore than one part. It's
still the bottom out cup.

Q There is a piston inside the shock
absorber 400 that applies the conpressive forces
on the volune 460.4, correct?

A. There's a part in there that, you know,
reacts to the pressure that's applied by the
shaft, the main piston that travels along with the
main -- | would say the secondary piston that
moves with that.

That part has the seal on it, and that
part inmparts as well sonme pressure or conpression
on the fluid.

Q So the piston that is within the shock
absorber 400, that piston doesn't go in and out of
t he shock absorber 400, correct?

A. That part is basically a seal. And when
the main shaft or secondary piston is outside of

the bottom out cup, that's not a piston; that's
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just part of the bottom out cup.

Q. Vhen you said that is not part -- when
you said that the secondary piston is outside the
bottom out cup, that is not a piston, it's just
the bottom out cup -- but the secondary piston
does not | eave the bottom out cup, does it?

A. That's not the secondary piston. \When
the secondary piston is outside the bottom out
cup, the part that holds the seal that you're

referring to as the secondary piston is as a free

and -- free communication between the bottom out
cup and the conpression chamber. Therefore, it's
not doing anything. |[It's just -- it's not a

pi ston. At that point, it's not doing anything.
Q At what point does it turn into a piston?
A. It itself gets pushed al ong by the
secondary piston that rides along with the main
shaft. It's basically a structure that houses the
seal and allows the seal to be a noving sea
versus a stationary seal on the secondary piston
It's clear that there's no -- you know,

if a piston were in there it would provide sonme
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ki nd of, you know, difference between some -- it
woul d not provide a clear communication between
t he bottom out cup and the conpressi on vol une.
And it does.

Q  On page 143 of your declaration, at the
very top you say, "Clains 1 to 5, 9, and 19 are
anticipated by Gartner or rendered obvi ous by
Gartner in view of Nakaya."

Do you see that?

A. | do.

Q.  When | | ook at the discussion of that
ground V, | do not see why [sic] Nakaya was
i ncl uded.

Was that an error, or did you intend to

i ncl ude Nakaya as part of your Gartner ground?

A. Certainly Nakaya is not required because
Gartner states everything already.

Q  You can take a monent to | ook at your
decl arati on. | was baffled by the use of the word
"Nakaya" i n the description of your ground because
| don't see the Nakaya referenced at all in

relation to round V.
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Mr .

Mr .

Wesl |

Wesl i

Okay. | can't explain that.

You think there was an error?

| just can't explain it.

MS. BHATTACHARYYA: Not hi ng further for
ng.

MR. WAL SH: Okay. | have no questions.
MS. BHATTACHARYYA: Thank you,

ng.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, at 1:47 p.m, the renote
deposition of KEVIN WESLI NG was

concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY PUBLI C

|, CHRISTINA S. HOTSKO, the officer before
whom t he foregoi ng deposition was taken, do hereby
certify that the witness whose testinony appears in
t he foregoing deposition was duly sworn by ne; that
the testinmony of said witness was taken by ne in
stenotypy and thereafter reduced to typewiting under
my direction; that said statenent is a true record of
t he proceedi ngs; that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties to the
action in which this statenent was taken; and,
further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of any
counsel or attorney enployed by the parties hereto,
nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcome of this action.

ISV

CHRI STI NA S. HOTSKO
Notary Public in and for the
District of Col unbia
My conmi ssi on expires:

1 January 2027
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ARPI TA BHATTACHARYYA, Ph.D., ESQUI RE

arpi ta. bhattacharyya@ i nnegan. com

AUGUST 13, 2024

RE: Fox Factory, Inc. v. SRAM LLC

8/ 9/ 2024, Kevin Wesling, (#6857229).

The above-referenced transcript has been

conpl eted by Veritext Legal Solutions and

review of the transcript is being handled as foll ows:

Per CA State Code (CCP 2025.520 (a)-(e)) — Contact Veritext
to schedule a tinme to review the original transcript at

a Veritext office.

Per CA State Code (CCP 2025.520 (a)-(e)) — Locked . PDF
Transcript - The witness should review the transcript and
make any necessary corrections on the errata pages included
bel ow, notating the page and |line nunber of the corrections.
The wi tness should then sign and date the errata and penalty
of perjury pages and return the conpleted pages to all
appearing counsel within the period of tinme determ ned at
the deposition or provided by the Code of Civil Procedure.
Contact Veritext when the sealed original is required.

Wai ving the CA Code of Civil Procedure per Stipulation of
Counsel - Original transcript to be released for signature

as determ ned at the deposition.
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_X_

Federal R&S Requested (FRCP 30(e)(1)(B)) — Locked . PDF
Transcript - The witness should review the transcript and
meke any necessary corrections on the errata pages included
bel ow, notating the page and |ine nunber of the corrections.
The wi tness should then sign and date the errata and penalty
of perjury pages and return the conpl eted pages to all
appeari ng counsel within the period of tinme determ ned at
t he deposition or provided by the Federal Rules.

Federal R&S Not Requested - Reading & Signature was not

requested before the conpletion of the deposition.
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) if there are changes in form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer's Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f) (1) whether a review was requested
and, if so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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