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appliance •· 
noun I ap-pl i-ance \e plr-en(t)s\ 

Simple Definition of A PPLIANCE 

: a machine (such as a stove, microwave, or dishwasher) that ts powered by electrlclty and that 
Is used ln people's houses to perform a particular job 

Source: Mer 1am-Webster s Learne1 s Dictionary 

ExamplH:APfll.1ANC1:lna SE"nt@nCe v Tip: Synonymguide v 

Full Definition of APPLIANCE 

1 : an act of applylng 

2 a : a piece of equipment for adapting a tool or machine to a special purpose: .. ru.c.,,..tr.t 
b : an Instrument or device designed for a partlcular use or function <an orthodontic 
appliance>; specl/icolly: a household or office device (as a stove, fan. or refrigerator) 
operated by gas or electrlc current 
C Bmish: 

3 obsolete : co1.1 , uA.Nc! 

See appliance defined for English-language learners 

See appliance defined for kids 

Examples of APPLIANCE In a sentence 

All household appliances are now on sale. 

<since the Invention of the cork, all manner of opplfonces have been invented for the extraction 
of these sometimes troublesome stoppers> 

First Known Use of APPLIANCE 

1561 

Synonym Discussion of APPLIANCE 

Related to APPLIANCE 

Synonyms 

gadget, contraption, contr ivance, gimmick, 
gizmo (also gismo), j igger, widget 

0 

1"-'l'Ur,,HH, TOOL, IN$TIM,•ENT, .. , PL1ANCE, UTENS•L mean a relat ively simple device for performing work. 
11.'PU "-'EHT may apply to anything necessary to perform a task <crude stone Implements> <farm 
implements>. root suggests an implement adapted to facilitate a definite kind or stage of work 
and suggests the need of skill more strongly than ,,.,,u.,.rnr <a carpenter's cools>. 1r.sr RuMENT 
suggests a device capable of delicate or precise work <the dentist's instruments> . APPL1At.CE refers 
to a tool or instrument utilizing a power source and suggests portability or temporary 
attachment <household opp/lances>. u TEMIL applies to a device used In domestic work or some 
routine unskilled activity <kitchen utensils>. 

Rhymes with A PPLIANCE 

affiance, nonsclence 

APPLIANCE Defined for Kids 

appliance •• 
noun ap·pl1-ance \e- ptr-ens\ 

npfinitlnn nf ADDI I .11.Nri:- fnr- c:;;t11rlPntc:: 

WORD OF THE DAY 

fre t •• 
to become worried 

Get Word of 1he Day daily emai l 

YoJr en-a add-ess -

TRENDING NOW 

ransom 
•we do not pay ransom• 

redact 
That 's classtfled 

pivot 
•1 mean. you have to be you• 

4 winningest 
Yes. w1nnlngest is a real wor d 

sarcasm. sarcastic 
From 'sarkazem·. "to tear f lesh 11. 

SU All) 

BROWSE DI CTIONARY 

appley 

appl iabl e 

appliance 

0 

appl icable 

appl icableness 0 

WORD GAM ES 

Take a 3-mlnute break and test your 
sklllst 

Name that Fruit! 

~ [pome1r• n•11,] 

EJ [ 1in1onbeuy ] 

Ttst your know ledge . and 
maybe learn someth,nt a1001 
the way. 
TAKE TH[ QUI Z ) 

Tu t Your Koowledt_e and 
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: ct piece of household equipment that performs a particular job 

Medical Dictionary 

appliance ◄• 
noun I ap·pl i·ance \e pli-en(t)s\ 

Medical Definition of A PPLIANCE 

: an Instrument or device designed for a particular use <prosthetic appliances> <an orthodontic 
appliance used to move misaligned teeth into proper occlusion> 

Learn More about APPLIANCE 

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for appliance 
Spanish Central: Translat ion of appliance 
Nglish: Translation of appliance for Spanish speakers 
Britannica English: Translation of appliance for Arabic speakers 

Seen and Heard 
What mad e you want to look up opp/lance? Please tell us where you read or heard It 
(Including the quote, If possible). 

\ll<'rnatc ,·, . . \llcrnali\'<' 

It's good to have choices 

II O\\ Ort t•n 1, ·m\\('Ckl, .... 

Don't get us started on 
'bimonthly' 

\amc \ lore Food! 

Test your knowledge of food 
vocabulary! 

TAK[ TH£ QUIZ ) 

WORDS A T PLAY 

Whal Doc, ·~,::ale the 
11 11 , im·..,.· \k:111".' 

Scaling ·scale' 

I l 

' I 

10 Word<i Thal Pron· Fame 
h 1ft E,cr,thin~ 

Not all publicity ls good 

AS K THE: E:D ITO RS 

\l:1l:q1ro1> 

We'll tell you all the 
perpendiculars 

i rrega nl le,, 

l r rc~.irdll'" 

It Is In fact a real word (but 
that doesn 't mean you sho 

W ORD G AM E:S 

OriJ,!in;II \ l c:ini n!,!, Quit. 

A quiz for the pedantic and 
those annoyed by theml 

TAKI!: TH[ QUIZ ) 

Test your knowledge - and 
maybe learn something al 

TAK£ TH£ QU IZ ) 

le.irn some ,n1ereslin; th•n1s 
.;,1on1 the w.;,y 

TAK( THf QUIZ ) 

Wlrnt', ;1 ' l lcaddr-.k··,> 

When facepalms aren't enough 

Weird l' lural\ 

One goose, two geese. One 
moose, two ... moose. Wh 

~ ~ . 
m11r:u1 mm11 ~. 
\( H \ IHU.I•:"' \prinl 

SCRABBLE® fans, sharpen your 
skills! 

learnanewwordeveryday ~ 
S U BSCR l8f 

~ Deliver ed to your inbox! 

( :~t·1, 1 • •. \'.],·) pl!H~ >•'l•W ~M W!Nq!~ \ Olli ..... ~,1, ! ltOW l~ 

S PANISH CfNTRAl SC RAll 8Lf ~ WORO FINOfR 
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