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latch

1086

lathe

lateh (ach), n. 1. a device for holding a door, gate, or
the like, closed, consisting basically of a bar falling or
sliding into a cateh, groove, hole, ete. —uo.t. 2. to close
or fasten with a lm.cﬁ? —u,h 3. to close tightly so that
the lateh i8 aecured: The door won't latch. 4. latch on,
a. to grob or hold on, as to an object or iden, cap. tlghtl
or tenacioualy. b. to include or add in; attach: If we latch
the tax on, the bill will come to over §100. 5. latch
onte, Informal. a. to take possession of) obtain; got, b,
to acquire understanding of, comprehend. &. to attach
oneself to; join in with: The stray dog latched onto the
children and wouldn't go home. [bef. 950; 1930-35 for
def. 5; ME lacchen, O l@#ccan to take hold of, eatch,
aeize; akin to Gl ldazesthai to toke)

latcheot (lnch/it), n. Archaic. a strap or lace used to
fasten a shoe. [1300-50; ME lachet < MF, dial. var. of
lacet. Bee LACE, -ET]

latch’ hook/, a hand-held tool similar to n latch nee-
dle, used for drawing loops of yarn through canvas or
aimilar materinl to make rugs and the like.

latch-Ing (lach/ing), n. any of the loopa by which a
bonn.elt ia attached to a sail. [1325-75; ME; sce LaTon,
AING
latch:kay (ach/ke’), n., pl. -kays. a key for relensin
n Intch or springlock, esp. on an outer door, [18156-2b;
LATCH + KEY']
latch/key child’/, a child who must spend at least
part of the day alone and upsupervised, as when the
urents nre awoy at work. Also ealled door-key child,
1940-45; 30 called because such n child is provided with
n key for getting into the home after school]
latch/ nee‘dle, a part of a knitting machine consiat-
ing of a thin shaft with n hook on one end and a pivoting
latch that closea over the hook so that yarn can be
drawn through the developing knitting to make a atiteh,

latch-string (lach/string’), n. a atring passed through
a hole in n door, for raising the latch from the outside.
[17856-96; LATCH + BTRING]

lata (lat), adj., lat-er or lat-ter, lat-est or last, adv.
lat-er, lat-est. —adj. 1. occurring, comtnf{, or being
after the usunl or proper time: late frosis; a late spring.
2. continued until after the usual time or hour; pro-
tracted: a late business :reeelmf‘ 3, near or at the end of
day or well into the night: a late hour. 4. belonging to
the time just before the present momaent; most recent: a
late news bulletin. B. immediately precudih% the pres-
ent one; former! the late attorney general. 6. recentl
decensed: the late Mr. Phipps. 7. occurring at an ad-
vanced stage in lifo: a late marriagge. 8. helonging to nn
advanced period or stage in the histovy or development
of aomething: the late phase of feudalism. 9. of late,
lately; recently: The days have been petting warmer of
late. ==ady. 10. after the usunl or proper time, or after
delay: to arrive late. 11, until after the usual time or
hour; until an advanced hour, eap. of the night: to work
late. 12, at or to an advanced time, period, or stage:
The flowers keep their blossoms late in warm climates,
13. mccntl‘y but no longer: a man late o, Chingt:l, now
living in Philadelphia, [bef, 800; ME; OF l@t slow, late;
c. (G laas slothful, ON latr, Goth lais slow, lazy, L lassus
tirad] —lata’ness, n.

—=5Fyn. 1. tardy; slow, dilatory; delayed, belated. 4,
Boee madern.

late’ blight’, Plant Pathol. a disease of plants, eap,
otatoes, celery, etc., charncterized by spotting, h[i ht-
ng, and withering or decay of the entire plant, caused by
any of several f‘ungg, as Phytophthora infestans or Sep-
toria apii. [1800-05]
late/ bloom/er, a person whose Lalents or capabilities
are slow to develop: A late bloomer, she wrote her firat
novel when she was almaost 50,
late-bloom-ing (lat/bles’ming), adj. 1. of er charac-
teriatic of a late bloomer: !rlzeg)loomin brillignee. 2.
late in coming about or showing full development: the
country's late-blooming interest in soceer. [1965-70]
late/ charge’, a penalty charge in addition to the reg-
ularly scheduled payment, ns of a loan, if such payment
has not been made when due,
late-comear {lat/kumar), n. a person who arrives
late: The latecomers were seated after the overture
[1B65-70; LATE + COMER]

lat-?]d (lafiid), adj. Literary, belated, [1585-95; LaTe +
-ED

la-t@en (la tén’, la-), adj. pertaining to or having a la-
teen sail or sails, [1720-30; < I (voile) latine Latin
(anil)]

la-taen-rigged (la tén’rigd?, lo-), adj. having lateen
mils. [1875-80)

lateen’ sall’, a lriurﬁulqr sail set on n lnng nlc:(]j.ving
yurd, used esp. on the Mediterranean Sea, [1720-30]

latsen sall

CONCISE ETYMoLocy key: <, descended or borrowed from; =,
whence; b, blend of, blended; ¢, cognate with; ¢f, compare; deriv,,
derivative; equiv,, equivalent; imit., imitative; obl, ubl'iquc; Y., Fg-
lacing; 8., atem; sp., spelling, spelled; resp., respelling, respelled;
rane, translation; 7, origin unknown: °, unatteated, §, probably
earlier than. See the full key inside the front cover.

Late’ Greek’/, the Greek of the early Byzantine Em-
girn nnd of patristic liternture, from about a.p. 100 to
00, Abbr.: LGk
Lata/ Lat’/in, the Latin of the late Western Roman
Empire and of patristic literature, from about a.n. 1560 to
700, Abbr: LL
latesly (at/1a), adv. of late; recently; not long since: He
has been very grouchy lately,  [befl 1000; ME latli; OE
letlice; see LATE, -LY]
lat-en (lat’n), v.t, vi. o make or become late. [1875-
80; rate + -EnN']
la-ten-cy (latn se), n.,ﬁi. -cles, 1. the state of being
Intent. 2. Computers. the time required to locate the
fivat bit or character in a storage location, expressed as
accens time minus word time. 3. See latent perlod.
[1630-40; raT(EnT) + -ENOY]
la’tency pe/riod, 1. Psychoanal. the atuge of person.
ality development, extending from about four or five
years of age to the beginning of puberty, during which
sexual urges np}"mnr to lie dormant. Pathol. Sec la-
tant pariod (defl 1), [1906-10]

La Téne (Fr. 1a ten?), 1. Archacol. designating the
period or culture of the late Iron Age typified by the
atructurnl remains, swords, tools, utensils, ete., found ot
La Téna. Cf. Hallstattan. 2. a shallow area at the E end
of the Lake of Neuchfitel, Bwitzerland, where these re.
mainag were found, [1885-80]

late-night (at/nit’), adj. of or oceurring late at night:
a late-night TV talk show. [1B80-85]

lastenssi-fy (la tenfss [V/), v.t, -fled, -fy-Ing. Photog.
to increase the developability of (the Iatent image on a
film or plate) after exposure, [1936-40; LA(TENT) -
(i)yrenstry, modeled on latensification, b, Latent and
INTENSIFICATION]  —la-ten-sl-fl-ca-tlon (la ten/se fi-
kafshon), n.

la-tent (lat’nt), adj. 1. present but not visible, appar-
ent, or netualized; existing as potential: latent ability. 2.
Pathol, (of an infoctious agent or disease) remaining in
an inactive or hidden phase; dormant, 3. Psychol. exiat.
ing in unconscious or dormant form but potentinlly able
to achieve expression; a latent emotion, 4, Bot. (of buds
that are not externally manifest) dormant or undevel-
oped. élﬂlﬂ---zu; < L latent- (n. of laténs) prp. of latere to
lie hidden; see -enT] —laftent-ly, ady,

—Syn, 1. dormant, quiescent, veiled, LATENT, POTEN-
TiAL refer to powers or possibilities existing but hidden
or not yet actualized. LaTENT emphasizes the hidden
character or the dormaney of what is named: latent
qualities, defects, digeases, That which is POTENTIAL ex-
isty in an as yet 1.|.nduvelu‘}ud state, but is thought of ns
capable of coming into full being or activity at some fu-
ture time: potential genius, tragedy. POTENTIAL may be
npplied nlso to tangibles: High-tension wires are a paten-
tial source of danger, —Ant. 1. open, active,
la‘tent ambigu’/ity, Law. uncertainty that arisos
when a seemingly clear written inastrument is matched
against an extrinaic fact, as when a description of some-
thing being sold fits two different items. FIBAD—BOJ

la’tent con/tent, Psychoanal. the hidden meaning
of a fantasy or dream, discoverable by analysis of the
content of the dream.

la‘tent func/tion, Sociol. any function of an institu-

tion or other nucin! phenomenon that is unintentional
ngd ofton unrecognized. Cf. manifest function, [1946-
50]

la’tent heat’, Physics, heat absorbed or radiated
during a chanﬁa of phase at constant temperature and
ressure. Cf. heat of fusion, heat of vaporization.
1760-60]
la‘tent im/age, Photog. an invisible image, produced
on n senaitized emulsion by exposure to light, that will
emerge in development,
la‘tent pe‘riod, 1. Also, latency perled. Pathol, the
interval between exposure to a carcinogen, toxin, or dis-
ease-causing organism and duvsluﬁment of n consequent
diseane. 2. Physiol. the interval between atimulus and
reaction. Alao called Iatency, [1830-40]

la’tent reot’, Math., Now Rare. Sec characterlstic
root (def. 2). [1880-85]

la‘tent strabis’mus, Ophthalm. the tendency, con-
trollable by muscular offort, for one or both ayes to ex-
hibit strabismua,

latseread (lat/o rad’), ade. Anat,  toward the side.
[1806-16; < L later- (8. of latus side) -+ -Ap®]
lat-ar-al (Int#ar al), adj. 1. of or pertaining to the side;
aituated at, proceading from, or divected to a side: a lat-
eral view. 2, partaining to or entailing a position, office,
ate., that in different but equivalent or roughly equiva-
lent in atatus, as distinguished from a promotion or de.
motion: a lateral move. 3. Phonet. articulnted so that
the breath faaues on either or hoth aides of the tongue,
ag . —n. 4. a lateral part or extension, as a brane
shoot. 5. Mining. n small drift off to the side of a princi-
al ono, 6. Phonet, a latoral sapeech sound. 7. Football.
ce lateral pass. —u.i. B. Football, to throw a lntersl
smma. 9. to move laterally or sidewnys: migrating birds
uteraling down inte Cape May, —uwt. 10, Foothall. to
throw Q.hu bnll) in a lateral pass. [1580-1600; < L late-
ralin of the nide, equiv. to later- (a. of latus) aidn + -dlis
-aL'] —latfar-al-ly, adv,
lat/eral bud’, Bot See axlllary bud. [1890-85]

lateral canal/, 1. a canal running parallel to a
stream that is inconvenient or impossible to navigate. 2.
one of a number of irrigation canals distributing water
from a maln canal,

lat’aral chain’/, Chem. See side chaln,

lat/eral fis’sure, Anat. the fissure separating the
frontal, I:un'nfpornl, nnd parietal loben of the cerebrum.
Also ealled flssura of Sylvius, Sylvian fissure.
Ipt-uroal-l-ty (lat/o ral#i té), n. 1. the use of one hand
in preference to the other. Cf. handednoss, 2. the dom-

inance or superior development of one g
or brain, [1640-50; LATERAL + -r1y]

lat-ar-al-i-za-tlon (nt’or a la zdfahon)
spacialization of the brain, with some akiljy ,, \4n
oceurring primarily in the left hemisphare a"ﬂ la
t%-m pu;fupt.tidcin of Huunli nlnai r?pngiia]hrq[ntmhg&“h
ring primarily in the right hemis :

ERAL + -1ZATION]| it “83&0
lat/eral line’, the line, or system of |j
structures alem‘g the head anﬂid';’a"m.l‘;;:f. of
phibians, hg which the l}l\nimnl in bg"'wﬁd to g’:htna
current and pressure changea and vibr,

under fish. [1866-70] vibrations. gq

lat/eral lisp’, Phonet. See under llap (deg 2
lat‘eral magnifica’tlon, Optics. (he ht
huigl;\t of the i;nngu to tR? hei l;t_dgf the Ohjaqglfnﬁr:
or other optical aystem. Also ealled t a
catlon. ransverse m
lat/eral mer/istam, meristem locat
of a part, as a stem of roat. eented along ‘
lat/eral moraine’, Geol. a moraj
alde of a glagier. rine formed g |
lat’eral pass’/, Foothall & short 4
tossed parallel to the line of acrhmr::;e E,’.'?*;?, m‘ig Y
1

%5

ward from the position of the pnsser. [1830..
rosistay

dnqpthq' :

lala’nral ralilstfunmﬁ. " Naval Archit. :
sidewise motion caused by wind pressurs Lt
the immersed portion of o hull of a vessa] fuppliad

lat’eral sys/tem, a asystem of codin :
aida by shape, culnr,'und number, m:cordinﬁ :;aﬁzgﬁl
a channel they occupy and their relative pogitig
that side, Cf. cardinal system. [1B80-85]

Lat-er-an (lat/or an), n. the church of &
eran, the cathedral church of the clt,g- :;?ft': ﬁm‘"
church of the pope us bishop of Rome,

La‘teran Coun’cil, Rom. Cath. Ch. any of the
ecumenical councils (1123, 1130, 1179, 1215 1512
held in the Lateran Palace. & g

Lat‘eran Pal‘ace, a palace in Romo used g
pupal residence from the dth century A.n. to the re

of the papal court to Avignon, rebuilt in 1686, and ney
museum for classical and Christian antiques i

Lat‘or Han’, the Hon dynosty nfter the interra; a0
A, B-25. Cf, Han (dof, 1), Earller Han. o

[
latser-i-grade (lat’or i grad’), adj. havin 1d f
manner of moving, as a crab. {1‘%0—60-. 13;31{'. (:‘gh,

form of L latus, 8. later-) slde, flank (see -1-) 4 ~GRADE]

lat-erite (lat’a riv'), n. Geal. 1. a reddish forrginous
aoil formed in trowcal ragiona by the decomposi u?\g
the underlyinﬁ rocks, 2. a similar soil formed of mntori-
als deposited by water. 3. any soil produced by the

composition of the rocks beneath it. [1800-10; = L la
brick, tile 4 -ire'] —lat-ardtle (lat/s rit/ik), adj,
latror--tious (at/s rish’es), adj, of the color of brick;
brick-red, Also, lnt/ar-l’cecus. [1660-60; = L latericius
of brick, equiv, to later brick + -iciua mﬂ. suffix denot-
ing materials; see -1TIOUS] "

lat-est (Iastist), adj. o superl, of late with later

compar, 1. moat recent; current: latest fushions, 2,
—uady. 3. 8t the Iatest, not nny later than (a apecl
time): Be at the airport by 7 o'clock at the latest. —n. 4,
the latest, the most recent news, development, disclo-
aure, ete. i ersonal computers,

This is the latest in
[1375—-]425; lnte ME; nee LATE, -EST ‘P'

late/ wood/, summerwood, [1926-30] 2l

lastox (la’teks), n., pl. lat-kces (lnt/o séz/), ladex
1. n milky liquid in certain planta, as milkwe: f
phorbiaa, poppies, or the planta yleldlnr India rubber,
that coagulates on exposure to air, 2. Chem. any emul=
sion in water of finely divided particles of synthetic rib-
her or ploatic. [135&4}5; < NL, apecinl use of L 'ﬂw
water, jl:ﬂco. liquid] B,
la‘tex paint’/, paint that has n latex binder and can bé
removed while it is wet by applyinF water. Al AR
rubbor-basa paint, water-base palnt. [1950-66] ‘
lath (lath, liith), n., pl. laths (Inthz, laths, lithz, 1iths) t
—n. 1. a thin, narrow strip of wood, used with ot
stripa to form latticework, a backing for P'R'“;{'
stucco, n support for slntes and other roofing mate
ote. 2. n group or quantity of such atrips, 3. work
sisting of such strips. 4. wire mesh or the like use
pluce of wooden lnths as n backing for |}1aﬂblﬂ'w°rk'
thin, narrow, flat piece of wood used for any
==u.1, B, to cover or line with laths. [bef I
la(ththe; . ME latt, O Lett; c. G Latte, D lat] —!
lika’, adj. i
lathe (ath), n., v., lathed, lath:ng. —n. 1. 8 “';:‘:.
for use in working wood, metal, etc., that holda U
terinl and rotates it about a horizontnl axis againg
that shapesa it. —u.t. 2. to cut, shape, or Otliﬂr"’.‘“’:‘»
on a lathe. [1300-50; ME: frame, stand, lathe; €
hlath atack (see LaDE), Dan -lad in paeperlad Wel
batten, savelad saw bene

wmwoﬂﬂnf Iathe (dof. 1)
A, hondatock; B, tool reat;
C, tailstock; I, motor






