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(Wtness sworn renotely.)
THE COURT REPORTER Pl ease, proceed.
HERBERT JASON HARRI S,
called as a witness herein, having been first duly
sworn, was exam ned and testified as follows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR ABDELNOUR:
Q Good norning. Please, state your nane
and address for the record, please.
A Her bert Jason Harris. M address is
229 Canel ot Way, Brandon, M ssi ssippi.
Q M. Harris, where do you work?
A | work for Vista Qutdoors, but
primarily work for the Prinbs business unit.
Q How is Prinos related to Vista?
A It is a brand or subsidiary that's
owned by Vi sta.

Q M. Harris, have you been deposed

bef ore?
A | have.
Q How many tinmes?
A I think tw ce.

Q When was the last tinme you were

deposed?
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A | don't know that | can answer that
accurately. Probably two or three years ago.

Q Have you ever been involved in a patent
case?

A Yes, | have.

Q Were your depositions in connection
W th any patent cases?

A They were.

Q Bot h?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. What was the first case?

A First case was a patent case when |
wor ked for Easton Technical Products in Salt Lake
Cty, Uah. The case pertained to IP on a lighted
nock i nvention.

Q Were you on the defendant side or the
plaintiff side?

A Plaintiff side.

Q So you owned the patent?

A. Yes, Sir.

MR. WOLTER: (Object to | ack of

f oundat i on.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Were you the inventor of the patent?
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A | was not.

Q Wiy were you deposed?

A | was the product nmanager at the tine
t hat worked on the product in the launch. The
patent was owned by a private inventor in which we
pur chased the patent -- the conpany purchased the
patent from

Q What was the second patent case you
were involved in?

A It was a -- | believe it was anot her
shooting stick patent. | honestly don't recall.

| think it was a shooting stick one. There's been

a few
Q Was that while you were at Easton Tech?
A No, that was at Prinos.
Q And when was that?
A Again, | don't recall exactly.

Probably two to three years ago.
Q Was Prinos the patent owner?
They were the owner, yes.
They were asserting their patents?
Yes.

Wiy were you deposed?

> O >» O »F

Just ny connection in understandi ng of
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the product line and the product | aunch.

Q Were you an inventor?

A. No. No, | was not.

Q Let me run through the ground rules for
you. You have done this before, but a couple
things. So first we have got a court reporter who

Is going to take everything down. So, please,

make sure all your answers are audible. [Is that
okay?
A Yes.
Q You understand that you're under oath?
A | do.
Q You understand that |'m going to ask

guestions and that you have to answer those
guesti ons?

A Yes.

Q If there is an objection, you
nevert hel ess have to answer the question; you
under st and t hat ?

A Yes.

Q If | ask a question and you don't hear
It, please, let me know. Ckay?

A Yep.

Q If you -- if | ask a question and you
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don't understand it, will you also |let ne know?
A I will.
Q And 1'lIl do ny best to nake sure | give
you a question that you understand; is that fair?
A That's fair.
Q If you do give ne an answer, is it fair

for me to assune that you heard it and understand

it?
Yes.
Q Is there any reason you can't give
full, accurate, and truthful testinony today?
A No.

Q M. Harris, you understand this
deposition is pursuant to a Patent O fice
proceedi ng regardi ng a patent owned by Rugged
Cross; you understand that?

A | do.

Q And the patent at issue is 11,399, 535.
Are you famliar with that patent?

A | am

Q And the | PR nunber is 2024-291
correct?

A Correct.

Q Al right. And inthis -- well, let ne
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back up. Do you understand what this Patent
O fice proceeding is about?

A | believe I do.

Q What is it about from your
under st andi ng?

A My understanding is we're trying to
determ ne the validity of the clains of being, |
guess -- I'mtrying to think of the right
term nol ogy, but essentially the clains being
uni que and a true invention for the space.

Q And, M. Harris, you submtted a
declaration in support of the patent owner Rugged
Cross in this IPR correct?

A | gave ny testinmony as | knew it to be,
yes.

Q And your declaration -- well, let ne
ask this. Do you have a copy of it in front of
you?

A | do, yeah.

Q |'mgoing to share nmy screen so we can
all take a look at it.

A Sur e.

Q kay. M. Harris, do you see ny PDF

Vi ewer ?
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A | can.

Q Al right. So |I've got a first page of
what is | abel ed Declaration of Jason Harris in
Qpposition to Petition for Inter Partes Review of
U S. Patent nunber 11,399,535. D d I read that
right?

A Correct.

Q Is this the declaration that you
submtted in this I PR?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q And for the record, this has been
| abel ed Exhi bit 2033, correct?

A Correct.

Q You see it in the bottomright-hand
corner here on the front page?

A | do. It's not on ny copy, but | do
see that, yes, sir.

Q If I turn to page 26 of your
decl arati on?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q There's a signature line there, do you
see that?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q And it's dated August 29th, 2024. Do
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you see that?

A. Yes, Sir.
Q Is that your signature?
A It is.

Q And does this declaration contain your
conpl ete testinony that you wish to offer the
Patent O fice in this case?

A Yes, it does.

Q And you signed this declaration under
penal ty of perjury, correct?

A Correct.

Q Are you aware of any mstakes in this
decl arati on?

A. No, sir.

Q Is there anything you wish to correct
In this declaration?

A. No, sir.

Q Are you being represented by counse
here today, M. Harris?

A | do have a representative fromny

organi zation that's present, Joe Craig.

Q Is M. Wlter, who is Rugged Cross's
counsel, is he representing you?
A | don't know that to be true or false.
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| don't know.

Q Do you know if you're paying M. Wl ter
for his tinme?

A | am not.

Q Who asked you to put together this
decl arati on?

A | was requested via internal counsel at
the request of the Rugged Cross team

Q What do you nean by internal counsel ?

A "'msorry, with our internal |egal
departnent, M. Joe Craig asked if | would be
willing to put together a declaration on behalf of
the request com ng from Rugged Cross; and | agreed
to do so.

Q And did you only interact with interna
counsel about this declaration, or did you
I nteract with Rugged Cross or Rugged Cross's
counsel ?

A | interacted with Rugged Cross's
counsel, as well.

Q Did you interact with Rugged Cross's
busi ness fol ks?

A Not in relation to this deposition.

Q In relation to the declaration?
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A O declaration, sorry, wong
t er m nol ogy.

Q Did you interact wwth themin relation
to the deposition?

A No, neither.

Q Okay. Describe your interaction with
Rugged Cross's counsel in preparing the
decl arati on.

A W spent sone tinme going over kind of
the history of the way the rel ationship was
devel oped between nysel f, ny organi zation, and the
Rugged Cross team W tal ked about the invention
and the | aunch of the product line that was the
Surroundvi ew product line, the timng in which
t hat happened, and sone of the events around the
| aunch of that product, which is what was included
I n the decl aration.

Q Was this a phone call, in-person
neeting? Wat was it?

A It was both phone call and
vi deoconf er ence.

Q How many phone calls and
vi deoconf erences did you have?

A. | don't recall.
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Q More than one?

A More than one.

Q More than five?

A Probably in that range, but |'m not
sure.

Q How were you conpensated for your tine

wor ki ng on this declaration?

A | have not been conpensated at all

Q Who put pen to paper? D d you wite
t he decl aration?

A. | wote parts of it. And, | guess,
told the rest of it verbally, that sonmeone el se
put that pen to paper; and then | read it and
val i dated what was transcri bed.

Q And was the soneone el se Rugged Cross's

counsel ?
A It was.
Q Since the time you began worki ng on

this declaration, have you had any di scussi ons
W th any business people at Rugged Cross?

A Yes, |'ve had conversations with Chris
Seaton but not in relation to this declaration,
j ust general business conversations.

Q Can you be nore specific? Wat do you
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mean by general business conversations?

A Well, in our partnership, we obviously
both work to pronote the product |ines, and
occasionally we will call to tal k about novenent
Wi thin the space and the industry and what
conpetition is doing out on the street, as well
as, you know, if we're seeing any type of, you
know, increases or declines in business as a
general rule. W also talk about opportunities to
pronote the product; and upon occasion, Chris wll
contact me with sonme | eads on different
i ndi vidual s that would |ike to help pronote the
blind in which I'Il reach out, contact them and,
you know, foster a relationship there.

Q Are you in partnership w th Rugged
Cross in pronoting Prinos' blind products?

A | don't know | would call it a
partnership. W are obviously a |icensee of the
| P that they hold, and so -- in which that case,
we're a partner in that way; but | understand that
we're not the sole licensee. So we work together
to help pronote the products that we build that
utilize that IP.

Q Qutside of being a |icensee of Rugged
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Cross, in what other ways are your interests
al i gned?

A They're not. W don't have anything
el se, no ot her business engagenent outside of
Rugged Cross, the IP, and the pronotion of the
Surroundview blind, that's it.

Q How di d you prepare -- did you prepare
for your deposition today?

A | just spent sone tine re-reading ny
declaration just to refresh ny nenory because it
has been a while since it was originally conposed,
and really that's it.

Q Did you have any neetings in
preparation for today?

A | did have one neeting earlier in the
week just to ensure that | had the | atest copy,
the signed original, and had a copy of all of the
exhibits that were included in that subm ssion,
and | did; and that was it.

Q And who was that neeting wth?

A It was with ny internal |egal team
which is Joe, as well as the |legal teamfor Rugged
Cr oss.

Q And were there discussions with Rugged

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

DBR Finance, Inc., EX. 1020
IPR 2024-00291

16




N

o o1~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Her bert Jason Harris
June 11, 2021

Cross's counsel about the substance of your
deposition?

A. No, not about the substance. |It's just
they asked ne to validate and verify that
everything was good and | didn't need to nake any
changes or tweaks, and | read it and vali dated
that it was fine as it was.

Q Who do you interact with at Rugged
Cross?

A Primarily Chris Seaton.

Q Who el se?

A. Cccasionally, and it's been a while,
but his brother Tim

Q Anybody el se?

A No.

Q When did you first neet Chris or Tim
Seat on?

A. | met themin February of, | believe,
it was 2017 at the NWF, National WId Turkey
Federati on convention in Nashville, Tennessee.

Q That's the trade show that you have
described in your declaration, correct?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q Now, | think you said 2017. | know in
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your declaration you said 2016.

A Maybe it was 2016. There is -- yeah,
It was 2016 because we |aunched it in 2018. So
yes, February, 2016.

Q So the first tinme you net Chris Seaton

or Tim Seaton was in February, 2016 at the NWS

trade show?
A. NWIF, yes.
Q TF, okay.
A Yeah.

Q And you described that interaction in
your declaration, correct?

A | did.

Q Did he know who you were when you first
met hi n®?

A No. No, we had never net. | don't
t hi nk he knew who | was, not that | know of
anyway .

Q And you were working at Prinpbs at the
time, right?

A | was, yes.

Q Did he know of Prinbs at the tine?

MR. WOLTER: (Obj ection to form of

questi on.
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BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q You can answer.
A Yes.
Q Descri be the nature of your first

di scussi on.

A I was maki ng rounds at the show | ooking
for new inventions or new products that woul d
either inspire us froma devel opnent standpoi nt
and/ or | ook for opportunity to partner with
soneone who has sonmething unique. |It's pretty
common practice for the product devel opnent team
at trade shows to wal k and research, as well as
scope out the conpetition.

| wal ked down an aisle, saw a

product that was being presented that | thought
was very interesting. So | stopped, took a | ook;
upon looking at it, realized it was very
interesting and that it was very unique in nature,
was intrigued by the fact that this shooting house
or blind contraption they had built there was
utilizing a flexible, you know, woven fabric that
was kind of a one-way see-through fabric. And
I mredi ately, it sparked ny interest because we

were in the ground blind -- pop-up ground blind
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busi ness which utilizes flexible fabric. And we
didn't have anything like that or have seen
anything like that. And so | inmmedi ately wal ked
up, got sone information on the product, went back
to ny booth, thought about it, talked to a couple
peopl e, went back to their booth and said we need
to talk imediately and tried to schedule a
meeting right there at the show.

Q And what were you interested in doing
with this product that you had seen of Rugged
Cross' s?

A So the product they had presented and
was marketing and selling was a fixed shooting
house, if you will, so a fixed structure,
non-portable in nature; but it just utilized that
see-through fabric as the walls in that structure.
| saw the opportunity to take that sane fabric,
apply it to a pop-up style blind which we were
manuf acturing to add a new di nension, a new
technology to the category in which we were
operating in.

So ny thought process at the
nonment was, hey, if you're going to go chase this

per manent shooti ng house, you know, product, then
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let's work together utilizing the fabric with our
brand and our designs to, you know, include it or
enploy it on a pop-up style blind.

Q Did -- was it your idea to put that
mesh in a pop-up blind, or did sonebody el se
suggest that to you?

A No, it was ny idea at the tine.

Q Ckay. So | want to unpack that just a
little bit. So the product that Rugged Cross was
di splaying was a fixed structure, alnost |ike a
shed; fair enough?

A Fair.

Q It had nmesh material that you were
particularly interested in, correct?

A Correct.

Q Was there anything about the structure
of the shed outside of this nesh material that you
t hought you were interested in for use with a
Prinmos product?

A No.

Q Did the idea of using this nmesh in a
pop-up blind occur to you i medi ately upon seeing
It, or was this after you went back and sat down

and t hought about it for a while?
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MR. WOLTER: (bjection as to beyond
scope.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q You can answer.

A It was -- | don't recall exactly. It
was fairly imediate. | nean, it was kind of
obvious in nature. Wen | sawit, | was, |ike,

yes, that would work. And |I think when | went
back -- again, just recollection, it's many years
ago. | think when I went back, | thought about
the fact that, you know, one, could we do it?
And, two, is there -- do they have IPon it? So
that's when | imediately went back and engaged to
figure that part out to see, hey, is this
sonet hing that we could go chase, or do | need to
work with these guys? That's when | decided |
needed to work with them

Q So when you went back, you engaged with
M. Seaton again --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- within sone short period of tine
sane day, right?

A Yeah.

Q And then what was the nature of that

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

DBR Finance, Inc., EX. 1020
IPR 2024-00291

22




N

o o1~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Page 23 of 95

Her bert Jason Harris
June 11, 2021

next conversation?

A It was just that 1'd like to sit down
and talk through their invention wwth them see
where they were at on the devel opnent of the
fabrics, the IP, the cost, and whether or not it
woul d be applicable to use in our product, in our
design; and | just really wanted to forge that
rel ati onship out of the gate because when | saw
it, I knew that there would be others asking that
sanme question of themimedi ately.

And so when | | earned that that
was their first real outing into the public world,
if you will, with their product, a big show where
it was seen by lots of people, | knew it wouldn't
take long for soneone to junp on the idea. So |
was very eager to engage with them and get a
relationship started.

Q And you were talking to Chris Seaton
is that right?

A | was, yes.

Q So what did M. Seaton say about |P?
How di d he answer your questions?

A | don't recall exactly what his answers

were that day. | only recall that over a period
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of tinme thereafter, it could have been wi thin that
week or maybe a little bit |onger, we |earned that
they had -- or at |least we were told that they
were working on I P and had sone things filed, but
not hi ng had i ssued yet; and that's the first |

| earned of it. But | don't recall exactly what

time or when that was that | |earned that.
Q How di d you | eave the conversation?
A We exchanged information and vowed to

followup after we got through that show season
and got done with all the hustle and bustl e of
what that was, and we did.

Q And when did you next connect wth

Chris Seaton or Ti m Seaton?

A | don't recall the date or tine, but it
was fairly soon afterwards. | would think within
a week or two of that neeting we were -- or maybe

even sooner.
Q And what was the nature of that next
di scussi on?
A Just nore of the sane conversation of,
you know, really want to work with you, would |ike
to figure out how we can make this happen. On our

side, we were trying to figure out, you know, the
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best approach and figure out if we could lock it
up, so to speak, and get an exclusive with the
Seatons. And I'msure on their side, they were
trying to figure out their best route forward, as
wel |, that woul d be nbst advantageous for them
financially. So it was a little bit of
negoti ati on back and forth of figuring out how
that rel ationshi p woul d worKk.

Q So when did you consunmate the
relationship in terns of an agreenent to work
t oget her ?

A Verbally, | don't recall. Qobviously
there was a witten formal agreenent that did
eventually cone to be. | want to say it was
somewhere around 12 nonths |ater, but | don't
recall what those dates were.

Q What about verbally? And |'m not
asking for specifics, but in relation to that
first meeting at the trade show.

A | think within the first two or three
nont hs, we both -- both parties realized that we
did i ndeed want to work together, and we were
going to formulate a plan to get that

acconplished. Again, | don't know, |ike, when we
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kind of -- a formal handshake or anything took
pl ace, but | think back and forth through
conversations and e-mail, you know, we cane to the
concl usi on, yeah, we're going to do this together.

Q In your declaration, in paragraph 47,
for exanple, you state that you signed a |icense
with Rugged Cross in 20177

A Uh- huh.

Q I's that right?

A Yeah, that sounds about the right
timng. Yes, sir.

MR WOLTER: Denni s, excuse me for
i nterrupting, what paragraph are you on?
M. ABDELNOUR | said 47, yeah, under

t he headi ng |icensing.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Can you be nore specific? Do you know
when in 2017 that was signed?

A | don't recall

Q And those details aren't in your
decl aration, right?

A No, | didn't put it in that at all
because | don't recall the exact date, but it is a

formal agreenent. So those dates could be pulled
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or researched.

Q Your declaration didn't attach or
include this |icense, correct?

A You said it did not?

Q It did not.

A Not, correct. | do not have that as an
appendi x.
Q So did you say -- | think did you say

not correct. Let ne just get the Qand A so we
don't have a double negative. You agree with ne
that that license is not attached to your

decl arati on?

A | agree, yes.

Q Okay. Now, you state that the |icense
of 2017 was an exclusive |license, correct?

A Correct.

Q What does that nean?

A The purpose of that was to nake sure
that they were not licensing that technology to
any ot her pop-up ground blind manufacturer within
t he space.

Q In 2017 Rugged Cross did not have any
I ssued patents, correct?

A. That's correct.
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MR. WOLTER: (Obj ect for |ack of
foundati on, but --
BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q Rugged Cross had open patent
applications, correct?

A Correct.

MR. WOLTER: Sane obj ection.
BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q So | take it you take on the risk that
patents may never issue, right?

A Correct.

Q | take it you take on the risk that
patents may issue with a scope that nay not be as
val uabl e as you would be hoping for; fair?

A That's fair.

Q kay. The terns of the exclusive

|icense are not described in your declaration,

correct?
A Correct.
Q So, for exanple, we don't know what

Prinmos m ght be paying to Rugged Cross and vice
versa; fair?
A Fair.

Q Is it fair for ne to assune that you
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woul d have had a license to any patent in any
claimthat would have issued to Rugged Cross?

A | don't know how to answer that. M
assunption is that yeah, you know, the agreenent
was entered into in respect to, you know, the
clainms that they were wanting to get granted or
all owed; and that's what we were interested in.

So yes, in that regard, but | don't know about any
application in any clains. There were clains that
were specific to our -- you know, what we were
wanting to do with the technol ogy and our

busi ness.

Q Wul d there have been terns in this
agreenment that would deal with the possibility
that no I P ever issues?

A Yeah. Yes.

Q | take it those aren't described in
your declaration?

A Correct.

Q Now, when Rugged Cross is trying to get
t hese patents and paying | awers to do patent work
for them is Prinobs contributing to that
financially?

A No.
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Q I's Prinobs paying anything to get these
patents prosecuted?

A No.

Q Is it your understanding that that

financi al burden was undertaken solely by Rugged

Cross?
A Yes.
Q I n paragraph -- turn to paragraph 19 of

your decl aration.
MR. WOLTER: \What paragraph?
MR ABDELNOUR:  19.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Are you there?

A Yep.

Q I n paragraph 19 you state that Prinos,
with the help of RCHB, devel oped its doubl e bul
Surroundvi ew Hunting Blinds. Do you see that?

A Yep.

Q Can you describe what RCHB did to help
Prinmos devel op the Surroundvi ew Hunting Blinds?
A Their contribution was purely the

fabric, specifically the see-through fabric.

Q And that's it?

A. That's it.
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Q | take it they didn't do -- they didn't

offer anything in ternms of the structure of the

blind --
A No.
Q -- fair?
A Fair.
Q Did they have any input as to where you

woul d depl oy the nmesh, for exanple, whether it
woul d be 360 degrees around the tent or 270
degrees? Did they contribute anything to those
| deas?

A No.

Q Did they contribute anything to the
type of material that Prinbos would be using for
any panels that were not nesh?

A No.

Q When did Prinos first begin work on the
Sur roundvi ew Hunting Bl i nd?

A | don't recall exactly; but it was not
| ong after our neeting and conversations at NWF
In 2016. Possibly towards the end of 2016, after
we had -- | don't recall if it was before or after
the witten agreenent was in place; but once we

did decide that we were going to work together,
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requested a sanple roll of the fabric that they
had devel oped. And so it probably was sonewhere
around the end of 2016, possibly as late as

begi nning of 2017 that | got that fabric and
started prototyping.

Q As a housekeeping matter, do you
understand that you are being offered to testify
as a fact w tness about your personal experiences
in this case; is that right?

A That's correct.

Q You' re not being offered as an expert

witness, is that correct?

A. That's correct.
Q Ckay.
MR WOLTER: | will object to the |ack

of foundation and form
BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q Prinos rel eased the Surroundvi ew
Hunting Blind in 2018, correct?

A Correct.

Q And the Surroundview Hunting Blind was
usi ng the Rugged Cross nesh material, right?

A Correct.

Q And that was the first Prinos blind
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using the Rugged Cross material, right?

A That is correct.

Q Has Prinos introduced other hunting
blinds that use the Rugged Cross nmaterial ?

A I'"'msorry, what was the question?

MR. ABDELNOUR:  Tracy, would you read
t hat one back?
(The record was read.)
A Yes.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q How many?

A Probably in the nei ghborhood of eight
or nine SKUs total.

Q What do you nean by SKU?

A I ndi vi dual uni que products.

Q Now, are these eight or nine SKUs
fundanentally different tents, or are they
different versions of the sanme thing?

A Depends on how you want to | ook at it.
Subtl e tweaks in design elenents could be
differences in size and footprint of the overall
blind, different w ndow configurations, different
cano or color treatnents. Al of these would

constitute a new and uni que product.
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Q How many of them are under the
Surroundvi ew trade ternf?

A. Al of them

Q Okay. They're all Surroundview tents?
A Correct.
Q Does Prinobs have any ot her hunting

bl i nds under a different brandi ng?

A W do. We sell sone blinds under just
the Prinos brand, not the Double Bull Surroundview
headi ng or title.

Q And do those contain the Rugged Cross
mat eri al ?

A They do not.

Q Do you still sell Double Bull blinds
Wi t hout Rugged Cross material ?

A W do.

Q Did you ever pause sales in the
Surroundvi ew blinds after you introduced themin
20187

A No, we never paused sales. W
certainly went through a period where we were out
of inventory, so there were no sal es taking place,
but not intentionally.

Q kay. Turn to paragraph 48 in your
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decl aration?

A Sure. Yes, sir, I'"'mthere.

Q At 48 -- paragraph 48, you state that
Prinmos later transitioned to a non-excl usive
license with respect to its Surroundvi ew ground
blinds. Do you see that?

A | do.

Q What do you nean transition to a
non- excl usi ve |icense?

A At the tinme, we went to a licensing
program where Rugged Cross was able to |icense
t hat sane technol ogy to ot her nmanufacturers in our
space.

Q Let me see if | can try to unpack that
alittle bit. Ws the original exclusive |icense
amended to becone non-exclusive, is that what
you're telling us?

A | was not the person responsible for
maki ng those changes and negoti ati ng those changes
with Rugged Cross at the tinme. | was nanaging a
di fferent portion of our business at that point.
My understanding is that it was a new agreenent
t hat was a non-excl usive agreenent.

Q What happened to the exclusive
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agreenent? Was it term nated?
A Again, | wasn't nmanaging at that tine.
So | don't know exactly what they did with it.

Q When was t he non-excl usive agreenent

si gned?
A | don't recall
Q O her than bei ng non-excl usive, your

decl arati on does not describe the terns of that
i cense; true?

A Tr ue.

Q And sane question | asked earlier, but
Wi th respect to this non-exclusive license, it's
true that it is not an exhibit or otherw se
submtted in this Patent O fice proceeding;
correct?

A Correct.

Q Why did Prinos shift froman exclusive
license with Rugged Cross to a non-excl usive
i cense?

A Again, | was not nmanagi ng that portion
of the business or nmaking the decisions on behalf
of the business at that time. My understanding
and the way | interpreted it was that we were not

able to realize the benefit of an excl usive
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license at that tinme because there were other
manuf acturers buil ding products utilizing the
technol ogy. So we were not able to experience
t hat non-excl usive, you know, benefit to the
origi nal agreenent.

Q At the time that -- at that tine did
Rugged Cross have issued patents that could be
enf or ced?

MR WOLTER: Object for |ack of
f oundat i on.

A | don't recall the timng in which

their first clainms were allowed and issued.

Again, | wasn't as close to that side of the

busi ness at that point in tine, otherw se |
probably woul d have been nore intimte with it;
but | don't -- | don't recall the timng of the
new non-excl usi ve agreenent versus the timng of
the issuance of their IP. | don't know which one
canme first.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Did Prinos have discussions wth Rugged
Cross about the enforcenent of its patents so that
Prinmos could realize the benefit of an excl usive

| i cense?
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A | feel certain they did.

Q And what were the nature of those
di scussi ons?

A | wasn't necessarily involved in all of
t hose di scussions, so | don't know Again, it
woul d be specul ation on ny part of what was
di scussed and how it was di scussed; but being on
this side, | do believe that, you know, given the
fact that we were invested in the exclusive
agreenent, the fact that we were not able to
experience that, we obviously were very interested
in them achieving clainms and protection and
di spl eased with the fact that we weren't getting
that protection.

Q So | understand that you were only
somewhat involved. Tell ne your involvenent in
t hose di scussions with Rugged Cross about
enforcenent of patents?

A Honestly | tried to stay clear of
conversations directly with Rugged Cross as it
pertai ned to enforcenent of those patents. W had
I nternal |egal counsel at the tine that was
engagi ng themin those conversations, and | stayed

clear of it.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

DBR Finance, Inc., EX. 1020
IPR 2024-00291

38




N

o o1~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Her bert Jason Harris
June 11, 2021

My role at that tine, again, was
not to be intimately involved wth this side of
the business. And so ny relation wwth Chris was
purely nore of a friendship, you know, or a
busi ness acquai ntance; and we tal ked about, again,
busi ness stuff, but | steered clear of engaging
with himspecifically about the IP and the
protection that it did or didn't provide.

Q | take it that the fundanental terns of
your |icense arrangenent with Rugged Cross changed
bet ween the period when it was exclusive to when
it was non-exclusive; is that fair?

A | would say that's fair

Q Based on your declaration and the fact
that | don't have either of those licenses in the
record, | don't know what the nature of those
differences is; correct?

A Correct.

MR WOLTER: (Object to form
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Let me ask the sanme question in a
better way. Wthout that information, | can't
know t he nature of the differences between the two

different licenses; fair?
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MR. WOLTER: Again, object to form
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q You can answer.

A Fair.

Q To the extent that there are any
paynments being nmade on either of these |icenses,
did you descri be those paynents in your
decl arati on?

A | did not.

Q So, for exanple, the anount of any
royalty paynents is not described in the
decl aration; correct?

A That is correct.

Q There's no invoices attached to your
decl aration, correct?

A That is correct.

Q Your declaration does not disclose uni
sal es of Surroundvi ew products, correct?

A. Correct.

t

Q It does not disclose revenue or profits

associ ated with the Surroundvi ew products,
correct?
A Correct.

Q Your decl aration does not discl ose
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Prinbos' market share with respect to these
products, correct?

A That's correct.

Q Did Prinpbs have an expectation that
Rugged Cross would be the party that would enforce
the | P agai nst other conpetitors in the markets
wi th products having see-through nesh?

A Yes.

Q And why is that?

A Because they were the inventors and
retai ned and mai ntai ned the ownership of that I|P;
and by nature of nobst of our agreenents and our
space, if you owned the patent, it's your job to
defend it.

Q Maybe | can fast forward to this Patent
O fice proceeding. |Is the sane true here? 1Is it
Prinbs' expectation that Rugged Cross bears the
burden of defending this Patent O fice proceedi ng?

A Yes.

Q I's Prinos contributing to the defense
of this patent in any way possible, put to the
si de your decl aration?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q Turn to paragraph 31 of your
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decl aration. Let nme know when you're there.

A kay.

Q At the bottom-- sorry, the second
sentence of paragraph 31 tal ks about conpetitors
to Prinos selling hub-style ground blinds with
one-way see-through nmesh. Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And in the next sentence, you refer
specifically to GSM and Rhino Blinds. Do you see
t hat ?

A | do.

Q You state that they cane out with
one-way see-through blinds in 2019 or in 2020. Do
you see that?

A | do.

Q And you state that they canme out with
those blinds at | ower prices than the Surroundvi ew
bl i nds, correct?

A That is correct.

Q I s that based on your observation of
t he mar ket ?

A It is.

Q And you're famliar wth Rhino Blinds,

correct?
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A I am

Q And you understand that Rhino Blinds
were sold by Qutdoor Products, Inc., OPl; correct?

A. Uh- huh; vyes.

MR. WOLTER: (Obj ection. Lack of

f oundati on.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q And that OPI was run, controlled by
DBR? Are you famliar wth DBR?

A | amnot famliar with DBR

Q You're famliar that OPl sold its

hunting blind business to a conmpany call ed

Fer adyne?
A | am awar e.
Q And whet her you're aware or not, | can

represent to you that DBRis the petitioner in
this case who had a | evel of control over OPI. So
my question to you is: DBR, by virtue of this
proceeding and litigation, is taking the position
that the 535 patent is invalid. Dd you know
t hat ?

A | knew that that was the stance or
what's bei ng assert ed.

Q Are you aware that GSM and Rugged Cross
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have an ongoing | awsuit?

A | amnot. Not famliar.

Q Ckay. D d the conpetition with GSM and
Rhi no Bl inds have an inpact on Prinos' sal es?

A | believe it did.

MR. WOLTER: (Object to |ack of
f oundat i on.
BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q Did Prinpos' sales go down?

A Correct.

Q Was Prinos offering its Surroundvi ew
products at a price point that was higher than GSM
and Rhi no?

A Yes, we were.

Q Is that price point due in part to the
excl usive nature of your IP relationship with
Rugged Cross?

A It absolutely has an inpact on the
price.

Q Was Prinos the beneficiary of an
exclusive license with Rugged Cross in that it
coul d charge higher prices than the market m ght
ot herwi se dictate?

A No, | don't agree with that. | think

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com

Page 44 of 95 DBR Finance, Inc., EX. 1020

IPR 2024-00291

44




N

o o1~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Page 45 of 95

Her bert Jason Harris
June 11, 2021

that we -- if you look at the history of the
Doubl e Bull product line, it was always priced at
a premumand lived at a premumprice point for
years and years prior to the invention of the

Sur roundvi ew,

As a matter of fact, we only
charged what | would consider a slight premumfor
t he Surroundvi ew t echnol ogy above and beyond what
the already established price points were for
Double Bull. So what wasn't a problemis the fact
that | had, per ny agreenent, obviously had an
obligation to pay royalties on the |icensing of
t he technol ogy, whereas ny conpetition did not.

Q And so Prinobs' reaction was to
term nate the exclusive license, correct?

MR. WOLTER: (bj ection. Lack of

f oundat i on.

A | don't believe that to be our
reaction. | think we continued with our agreenent
for at |east two years, possibly longer. Again, |
transitioned to a different role. So it wasn't
part of ny day-to-day nanagenent.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Now, Rugged Cross doesn't conpete in
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t he mar ket pl ace agai nst Prinos, correct?

A That's correct.

Q So in an exclusive |icense arrangenent
w th Rugged Cross, Prinpbs would be the only player
in the hunting blind space that woul d benefit from
the IP, fair?

A For pop-up blinds, that's fair.

MR WOLTER: | object to that question
as |l ack of foundation.

MR. ABDELNOUR: M. Harris, it's been
about an hour and five. 1'd suggest a ten-mnute
break if you're okay with that.

THE WTNESS: It's up to you guys. [|I'm
fine.

MR WOLTER: |'mgood with a break.

(A brief recess was taken.)
BY MR ABDELNOUR
Q So, M. Harris, | take it you have a
nunber of years of experience in the hunting blind

i ndustry; right?

A | do.

Q Do you have a technical background?

A | do not. Froma schooling
perspective, | have a degree in business
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managenment, marketing. So |I'm not an engi neer by
trade, but |'ve worked closely with product and
product devel opnent in the hunting and shooti ng
space for all of ny professional career, so for
the | ast 22i sh years.

Q So | take it you're well famliar with
the products in the hunting blind space?

A Correct.

Q And the conpetition?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q Are you famliar with the manufacturer
of products in the hunting blind space?

A Sever al

Q In ternms of technical understanding, do
you have any background in material s?

A Only what |'ve gathered and | earned
through the job itself. You know, you obviously
pi ck up things over time, but |I've never had any
formal training in raw materi al s.

Q And same question with respect to
fabrics, do you have any techni cal background in
fabrics?

A Agai n, sane answer, just what |'ve

| earned over the years of being fairly hands on.
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Q Ckay. And then sanme question with
respect to textiles generally?

A Correct, sane answer.

Q kay. I n your declaration, and
specifically at paragraph 32, you tal k about
| ong-felt need, correct?

A | did, yes.

Q And the long-felt need that you have
identified is for a hunting blind with no blind
spots, fair?

A Correct.

Q And from your perspective, that need is
solved in part due to the use of the one-way nesh,
correct?

A Correct.

Q Are you aware of a long-felt need for
one-way view ng materials generally?

A | would say as a user and soneone who
has worked in the space, | do recogni ze the need
to be able to see out of a blind, yet not be seen
whi | e doi ng so.

Q And | appreciate that. So nmy question
iIs alittle bit different. Are you aware of a

need for one-way view ng material in all contexts,
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even includi ng outside of hunting blinds?

MR. WOLTER: (Obj ection to | ack of
foundation and form | think he asked and
answer ed that question.

BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q You can answer.

A | think one-way see-through materials
I n general do have a need, just | nean in basic
needs |i ke one-way w ndows in childcare
facilities, for instance. M church uses that, so
that junps to the top of ny mnd; but |I think it's
needed in a lot of different applications.

Q Are you aware of any one-way Vi ew ng
materials that existed before the Rugged Cross
pat ent s?

A For blinds specifically?

Q Ceneral ly.

A. Not fabric, woven fabric; but as | just
stated, there's obviously coatings that you can
put on windows and mrrors that essentially
provi de that sane result.

Q Are you aware of one-way view ng fabric
materi al s outside the context of hunting blinds?

A Not prior to seeing the invention
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presented by the Seatons.

Q Wul d you agree that the need for a
hunti ng blind w thout any blind spots was a need
for a feature in functionality?

A Yeah, | would agree with that.

Q Wul d you agree that the need for a
hunting blind wi thout blind spots was not a

t echnol ogi cal need?

A | don't know that | would agree with
that. | nmean, we'd have to tear apart and define
technol ogi cal need. | could argue that having a

hub and rod for technology to create a pop-up
blind is a need, but sone may argue that it is a
feature. So, | guess, | have a hard tinme defining
the difference between technol ogy and a feature.
To ne they're one and the sane.

Q | understand. |In your declaration
you' ve |isted and quoted various third-party

mat eri al s under your section |long-felt need,

correct?
A Yes.
Q Is it fair to say that all of those

materials are made in the context of describing

the Prinos Surroundvi ew blind?
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A |"mnot sure | understand the question.
Let me review the paragraph that you're referring
to.

Q So, for exanple, on paragraph 33, you
state there's an article referring to the
Sur roundvi ew bl i nds?

A Correct.

Q All right. So you agree that the
article quoted in paragraph 33 is a discussion
about the Surroundview blinds, right?

A Correct.

MR. WOLTER: (Obj ect. Lack of
foundation. |s there an exhibit you're referring
to? Sorry.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Par agraph 34, as well, you've quoted an
article that is discussing the Surroundvi ew
bl i nds, correct?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. And so in both of those
I nstances, the discussion of the problemis being
made in association with the discussion of the
solution; fair?

A. Fair.
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Q Have you cited any material s that
descri be the problemof long-felt need, as you've
described it, outside the context of the
Sur roundvi ew bl i nds?

A | don't think so.

Q Did you do any research to determ ne --
actual ly strike that.

When you were | ooking at the
guestion of long-felt need, at what point in tine
were you opining on a long-felt need? |In other
words -- let ne start over. | don't think that
was very clear. You agree with nme that you have
to define the long-felt need as of a particular
time;, correct?

MR. WOLTER: (bj ection. Lack of
f oundat i on.
A Yes.
BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q For exanple, today there is not a
| ong-felt need for one-way nmesh because those
products have been on the market for five years;
right?

A Correct.

Q So when you were | ooking at the
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question of long-felt need, at what point in tine
were you | ooking at whether there existed a
| ong-felt need?

A | don't know that | can pinpoint the
timefrane, but the fact that we recogni zed t hat
need can be di splayed through the products that
wer e devel oped and invented prior to the
Surroundview. W actually invented and have | P on
a W ndow configuration designed for pop-up style
blinds that allows greater visibility while inside
the blind.

So as an organi zation, we, as a
team were working on solutions of sonme sort or
anot her over time to give users nore visibility
while in the blind and hunting. And up until the
poi nt before being introduced to Surroundvi ew
fabric, we were trying to acconplish that via
wi ndow styl es, configurations, et cetera.

Q Was Prinos attenpting to solve the
probl em of blind spots by developing its own
one-way view ng fabric?

A No.

Q Did Prinpbs ever attenpt to develop a

one-way view ng fabric?
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A No, not to ny knowl edge. | did not.

Q Did Prinos ever fail at attenpting to
devel op a one-way view ng fabric?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q Are you aware of anyone in the industry
attenpting to develop a one-way view ng fabric?

A No.

Q And sane simlar question, are you
aware of anybody in the industry attenpting and
then failing to devel op a one-way view ng fabric?

A Not to ny know edge.

Q Wul d you agree with me that you could
design a pop-up blind that uses one-way Vi ew ng
fabric in certain positions, but that there would
still be blind spots, for exanple, if you only put
t he one-way nesh on one side of the tent?

A Sure.

MR. WOLTER: (bj ection. Beyond scope
and | ack of foundati on.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Bef ore Rugged Cross, Prinos had hunting
blinds that used nmesh material, correct?

A Correct.

Q At paragraph 41, you describe a
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shoot -t hr ough nesh?

A Correct.

Q Wiy don't you turn there?

A kay. |I'mthere.

Q What was the difference between the
shoot -t hrough nesh that Prinbs was using on
hunti ng blinds before the Rugged Cross materi al
and t he Rugged Cross nesh?

A Fabric construction is different. The
way that the fabric is woven, it is -- the
visibility through that nesh is identical from
either side. So it doesn't matter which side of
that nmesh you were on, your visibility is the
same, which is quite different fromthe one-way
see-through nmesh. It is also very nuch thinner
and was canoufl age on both sides.

Q So the prior shoot-through nesh was
canmouf | age, correct?

A Correct.

Q How is it canouflaged? Ws it ink
printed on the nmesh material ?

A | honestly don't know the exact process
I n applying that canouflage. | assune it is

sublinmation, but | don't know that for certain. |
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don't think it's ink jet printed. Based off the

cost of the fabric, that would be an expensive way

to do it.
Q Ckay. But you're not certain?
A But |'m not certain.
Q You said canoufl age was on both sides

of the shoot-through nesh, is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Were there ever any inplenentations
where the canoufl age was only applied to one side
of the shoot-through nesh?

A Not that | recall

Q | f sonebody took the prior shoot-

t hrough nmesh and applied a canoufl age desi gn on
one side and applied a black color to the other
side, would that shoot-through nmesh be see through
-- one-way see through?

MR. WOLTER: (bj ection. Beyond the
scope of his direct testinony and | ack of
f oundat i on.

A My experience would tell me probably
not; but without doing it, | couldn't tell you
with certainty. The nmesh -- the size of the nesh,

if you wll, the whole density of the nesh is
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really what nmade that fabric to where you could
see through equally from either side.
BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q So that whol e density woul d have been
the key, correct?

A | believe so, yes.

Q I n your decl aration, you describe
prai se for the Surroundvi ew and success of the
Surroundvi ew, fair?

A Yes.

Q In your view, that praise and success
is due to the one-way see-through nesh panels,
correct?

A Correct.

MR WOLTER: Qbjection. The
decl arati on speaks for itself.
BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q In ternms of the difference between the

Surroundvi ew blinds and the blinds that Prinos and

others were offering on the market before, it's

your view that the one distinguishing feature was

t he uni que nesh material that you' ve descri bed;
correct?

A That was the nost significant
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di stinguishing feature, yes.

Q And at paragraph 21, in fact, you say
that that was the one feature that distinguished
it; correct?

A If it says that | said it, yes. Sorry,
I"'mtrying to get to that paragraph

Q Take your tinme. |It's the |last sentence
I n paragraph 21.

MR. ABDELNOUR: And then, Tracy, when
he gets there, would you just read the question
back so we have a cl ean question and answer?

(The record was read.)

A Yes; correct.

BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q In Prinos hunting blinds, the inside
surface of those blinds have typically been bl ack
so that you hide occupants inside the blind;
right?

A Correct.

Q Whay woul d the inside surface of the
blind be bl ack? How does that work?

A The bl ack color on the inside prevents
reflection of |ight com ng through any openi ng,

w ndow, door, seem et cetera, which then just
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keeps the interior of the blind in a kind of
subdued level, lTowlight |evel, which nakes it
harder to see inside.

Q And woul d that principle apply to the
entirety of the blind?

MR. WOLTER: (Obj ection. Lack of
f oundat i on.
BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q You can answer

A Make sure | understand. You're asking
If it's the entirety of the blind? Generally
speaki ng, yes, the entire inside of the blind is
coated in black, if that's what the question was.

Q Yes. Turn to paragraph 25 of your
decl aration, please.

A Ckay.

Q I n paragraph 25, you describe a video
posted on various sites, including YouTube,
correct?

A Correct.

Q And the video concerns the Surroundvi ew
blinds and their introduction, right?

A Correct.

Q And a link to the YouTube version of
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that video is hyperlinked into your paragraph 25,
right?

A Correct.

Q So we can click on it, and the board
can click on it and watch the sanme video, right?

A Correct.

Q Al right. 1In the |ast sentence, you
state that the video quickly amassed 4 mllion
| npressions. Do you see that?

A | do see it.

Q Wth about 230,000 users engaging wth
initial launch post. Do you see that?

A | do.

Q What is the support for that statenent?

A | believe at the tine | was | ooking at
t he nunber of views that we had acquired over --
since the video had been posted. And the 230,000
users engaging with the |launch post, | don't
recall if that was solely fromthe YouTube video
and/ or al so the videos reposting on other social
medi a pl atforns.

Q How woul d | verify the nunbers that you
have provi ded there?

A ["'mnot sure. | think you can see the
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nunber of views specifically on the YouTube vi deos
that were produced, which there were multiple; but
| think -- | don't know if you would actually be
able to go back and track down any of the
addi ti onal engagenent provided through the rest of
our social nedia platforns, but maybe you can.
|"'mnot famliar enough to know.

Q So in preparing this declaration, did
you go out and pull together all of this data in
one pl ace?

A It's not in one place. | reviewed sone
of the data that we had fromthe tinme by going
back on our platfornms and | ooki ng.

Q And is any of the information that you
reviewed information that would only be in the
possessi on of Prinos?

A. | don't recall. | don't think so, but
| don't recall.

Q So et nme share ny screen and put up

t he decl arati on.

A Sur e.

Q Ckay. You see paragraph 257

A | do.

Q Al right. So for the record, | want
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to click on the hyperlink in the docunent and go
to the YouTube page. So | amgoing to do that.
And I"mnot sure if -- can you see the video when
['"'mplaying it?

A Yeah. Yeah, we can see your screen.

Q Let me play through the add. GCkay. So
| et nme pause there. |Is this the video that you
hyper|inked in your declaration?

A It is.

Q And it's call ed Double Bul
Surroundvi ew Real Hunters' Reactions, correct?

A Ri ght.

Q And underneath that title, it appears
it was posted by Prinobs Hunting, right?

A Correct.

Q And Prinos Hunting has 116, 000
subscri bers, is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And that's what it says here. That's
as of today, right?

A Yes, | believe that would be correct.

Q And so if | ook at the data on this
particular video, it says it was posted six years

ago, right?
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A Yes.

Q And it says it has 113K views, 113, 000
Vi ews, correct?

A Correct.

Q And it's got 13 coments, correct?

A That's what | see, yes.

Q Is there any indication on this site of
the 4 mllion inpressions?

A No, not on that specific post.

Q So to get to 4 mllion, I would have to
go to different posts?

A. Correct, and the 4 mllion is
engagenent. So that could be -- or inpressions,
sorry, not engagenent. But inpressions, so that
coul d be either seen through a YouTube video
and/ or content that was produced and put out not
only by us but by others on social nedia. There
were at the time of |aunch nmultiple posts
generated by many individuals and/ or nedia groups
at the trade show at the tine, sone of which are
referenced in the declaration.

Q The video at the YouTube page is a
pronotion for the Surroundview blind, correct?

A. Yes, it is.
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Q There is a comment on this page, it's
t he second one down, and it was posted six years

ago by @arth. Fluffy. Do you see that?

A | do see it, yeah.
Q This commenter says, "It's |ike those
advertising coverings that they put on buses."” Do

you see that?

A | do.

Q Do you know what he's tal ki ng about ?

A | do.

Q Can you explain what you understand
that to nean?

A My assunption is it is the |am nate or
vinyl that they put on the side of a bus w ndow
t hat the passengers on the inside can see out, but
t he people on the outside cannot see in would be
ny guess.

Q kay. And you're famliar with
advertisenents on buses |ike that?

A | am vyes.

Q Do you know how t hose advertisenents
all ow for one-way view ng?

MR WOLTER: (Object to formand | ack of

f oundat i on.
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A My assunption is it works in the sane
way that our woven fabric works.
BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q So, for exanple, on the outside of the
bus, you woul d have an advertisenent, |ike,
whatever it may be; correct?

A Yes.

Q On the inside of the bus, you would not
have the advertisenent. You would have a single
color, correct?

A. A solid col or, yes.

Q A solid color. Typically, it would be
dark so that you could -- so that sonebody inside
t he bus could see out, right?

A Correct.

MR. WOLTER: (Obj ect for |ack of
f oundat i on.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Can you turn to paragraph 28 of your
decl aration, please.

A Ckay.

Q I n paragraph 28, you're tal king about
Prinmos blind sales increased 161 percent YOY in

2018. Do you see that?
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| do.

YOY i s year over year, correct?

> O >

Correct.

Q And when you say Prinos blind sales,
you're tal king about the full set of Prinobs
bl i nds, including the Surroundview, as well as
ot her blinds; correct?

A Correct.

Q In the second sentence, you state, The
Surroundview famly drove nearly 100 percent of
that gromth. Do you see that?

A. | do, yes.

Q What was the proportion of advertising
for the Surroundview blinds in that year relative
to other blinds?

A It was nearly all -- nearly all the
blind marketing dollars were set aside for the
| aunch of that Surroundvi ew product |ine.

Q The nunbers that you provided in
par agr aph 28, 161 percent year-over-year grow h,
what's the basis for that?

A It's our internal revenue reporting.

Q I s that sonething that you provided

with your declaration?
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A No.

Q O her than this nunber, 161 percent,
did you provide any other details around those
sal es?

A Not in the declaration, no.

Q Now, you didn't provide profit
i nformation regarding the different Prinos blinds
that year, correct?

A Correct.

Q And, again, you didn't provide unit
sal es of each of the individual types of blinds
that Prinos was offering, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you didn't provide any context for
mar ket share, correct?

A Correct.

MR. ABDELNOUR: Ckay. Let's take ten
mnutes. | want to | ook over my notes, and |'m
nearly there.

(A brief recess was taken.)

MR. ABDELNOUR: Ckay. Thank you, M.
Harris. Welcone back. | |ooked over ny notes.
have no further questions.

THE WTNESS: Gkay. Well, thank you.
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MR. WOLTER: | have sone questions for
redirect.
THE W TNESS:  Sur e.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR WOLTER:

Q M. Harris, there was sone di scussi on
about coverings for bus wi ndows. The coverings
that you were famliar with, was that a nesh
material you were referring to?

A Avinyl is what | was referring to,

vinyl-type material, sticker, if you wll.

Q kay. So it was not a nmesh material ?
A Correct.
Q Do you recall questions and testinony

about the noney Prinops spent on marketing of the
Surroundvi ew bl i nds?

A | do.

Q Based -- while you ve been at Prinbs in
your previous work experience, how many different

new product | aunches have you been invol ved in?

A Too many to count. | do not know the
nunber.
Q Do you know how many new product

| aunches you have been involved wth at Prinos
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regardi ng hub-style blinds?
A | don't off the top of ny head, but

it's been several.

Q Sois it five or nore?
A Yes.
Q You said that -- | nmay be paraphrasing,

but | think your testinony was akin to Prinos
dedicated its marketing funds entirely to the
Surroundview blinds. Wy did they do that?

A So | said alnost entirely, and the
reason why i s because it was a new technol ogy that
we understood to be a true change in the space and
woul d give us a leg up on our conpetition. And we
also identified it as an opportunity for
significant revenue growth. And in such, we
poured the marketing dollars to it in order to get
as nmuch RO on that |aunch as possi bl e.

Q What's RO ?

A Return on investnent.

Q The product | aunches you' ve been
I nvolved in, does Prinbs -- or has Prinpbs spent
nore noney on marketing for a new product |ine
than, for exanple, the existing product |ines?

MR. ABDELNOUR: (Objection to form
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A General ly speaking, we will obviously
pour nore noney into a new product launch if we
think it has significant value or the potenti al
for that return on investnent. Not every new
product | aunch gets that sane treatnent, but the
bi g ones do.

BY MR WOLTER

Q You al so testified regarding the
devel opnent and -- of the Surroundvi ew blinds and
Rugged Cross's role in that devel opnent?

A | did.

Q Didn't Rugged Cross have input on the
types of inks that they had used on their nesh
mat eri al ?

MR. ABDELNOUR: (Obj ection. Leading.

A Rugged Cross had already fornul ated the
process in which the fabric nmesh was created. W
did not tweak, change, redevelop any of that. W
used exactly what they had al ready created.

BY MR WOLTER

Q So did that include the type of ink
that was used on the nesh material ?

A Yes, it did.

Q Did that include the type of ink
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application process?

A As far as | know, yes.

Q Can you refer to paragraph 21 of your
decl arati on?

A "' mthere.

Q You're seeing the last sentence in
reference to several distinguishing features?

A Yes.

Q Can you identify those, what you're
referring to in reference to severa
di stinguishing features relative to the
Sur roundvi ew bl i nd?

A Sure. So the biggest distinguishing
feature, the nunber 1 obviously was the use of the
mesh in the panels or walls. In addition to that,
we had sonme ways that we configured the fabric and
built the fabric that was different because we
were using two separate types of fabric on a
single wall. So that required a different type of
cutting and stitching of the fabric to create a
panel call it mdway down to the ground which was
solid, and then mdway to the panel to the roof
whi ch was see-through. So that was anot her

di stinguishing feature in the way that that
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product was assenbl ed and put together.

We also -- we introduced three
different Surroundview blinds that year, and one
of which was the 360 which gave you 360 degrees of
visibility through the walls. So we also had to
I ncl ude what we call blackout curtains. So we
I ncl uded curtains that could be hung behind the
user to create any -- or to shade any potenti al
light intrusion fromthe wall behind the person.
So that was another feature set.

Q Ckay. Is it a business practice for
Prinmos to inspect your conpetitors' products?

A It is.

Q And why woul d you do that?

A W |like to keep tabs on their quality,
durability, also any technol ogi es they nmay be
utilizing that could appeal or benefit the
consuner, appeal to the consunmer. So we try to
just, you know, make sure that we're understandi ng
what we're up against in the marketpl ace and,
al so, so that we know how we conpare with our
products. Sonetines we will even use that in our
mar ket i ng.

Q So you actual ly purchase and acquire
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your conpetitors' products in order to go through
t hat process?
A Yes --
MR. ABDELNOUR:  Cbj ecti on.

A -- sonetines, sonetinmes. W don't buy
every conpetitors' products. Sonme of which, you
know, fortunately we're able to inspect and | ook
at in person at a trade show wi thout actually
having to go and purchase the product.

BY MR WOLTER

Q So woul d you al so i nspect, for exanple,
Wi th respect to hub-style blinds, inspect the type
of materials used to nmake the blinds?

A Yes.

MR. WOLTER: | have no further
questi ons.

MR. ABDELNOUR: Not hing here. Thank
you, M. Harris.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

MR WOLTER:. So he'll want to review
t hat .

THE COURT REPORTER: Do you want to
order the transcript, Dennis?

MR. ABDELNOUR: Yes, please.
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THE COURT REPORTER. Wbuld you |ike a

copy of the transcript?

MR. WOLTER: Yes, please.

FURTHER DEPONENT SAlI TH NOT AT 11:18 AM
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UNI TED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFI CE
BEFORE THE PATENT TRI AL AND APPEAL BOARD

DBR FI NANCE, | NC.
Petitioner,

Vs.

RUGGED CROSS HUNTI NG BLI NDS, LLC,
Pat ent Omer.

Patent 11, 399, 535
Filing Date: June 11, 2021
| ssue Date: August 2, 2022

Titl e: CAMOUFLAGE MATERI AL, FOR A HUNTI NG BLI ND
Inter Partes Review No.: | PR2024-00291

This is to certify that | have read the
transcript of ny deposition taken in the above-
entitled cause by Tracy L. Abbott, Certified
Short hand Reporter, on October 31, 2024, and that
the foregoing transcript consisting of Pages 1
t hrough 74 accurately state the questions asked of

me and the answers given by ne as they now appear.

Jason Harris

No errata sheets submtted (Please initial)_ .
Nunber of errata sheets submtted (pgs.)

Subscri bed and sworn to
before ne this day

o , A D. 2024.

Notary Public
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STATE OF I LLINO S )
COUNTY OF W NNEBAGO ) >

|, Tracy L. Abbott, Certified Shorthand
Reporter, within and for the State of Illinois, do
hereby certify:

That prior to being exam ned, the
witness in the foregoing proceedi ngs was by ne
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth;

That sai d proceedi ngs were taken
renotely before nme at the tine and places therein
set forth and were taken down by ne in shorthand
and thereafter transcribed into typewiting under
nmy direction and supervi sion;

| further certify that I am neither
counsel for, nor related to, any party to said
proceedi ngs, not in anywise interested in the
out cone t hereof.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto

subscri bed ny nane.

Tracy L. Abbott, C S R
Li cense Nunber 084-003182
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