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(Wtness sworn.)
JAY SCHOLES,
called as a witness herein, was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR ABDELNOUR:
Q Good norning. Wuld you please state your
nanme and address for the record?
A My nane is Jay Scholes, SCGCHOL-E-S. |
live at 930 Meadowbrook Drive, Aurora, Ohio.
Q Thank you, M. Schol es.
A You want ny office address as wel|?
Q No. Well, tell nme where you work
A | own a conpany called Quttech, which is
based in Aurora, about two mles away from where |
live, downtown Aurora, thriving netropolis.

Started back in 1988, incorporated in 1989.

Q Have you been deposed before?

A Yes.

Q How many ti nes?

A | believe probably at |east two, three

times, different product situations, different
conpani es.
Q Ever in connection with a patent case?

A No, | don't think so, no.
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Q When was your | ast deposition?

A Probably eight, ten years ago.

Q Let me run through the ground rules rea
quick just so we're all on the sane page and it's a

refresher for you. You understand you're under

oat h?

A Yes.

Q So I'mgoing to ask questions, and you
understand that you'll provide answers; correct?

A Correct.

Q For the benefit of our court reporter
this is going to be transcribed, and I'll do ny
best, but just nake sure all your answers are
audi bl e as opposed to head shakes and things |ike

that; fair enough?

A Yes.

Q If you don't hear a question, let nme know,
and 1'll ask it again; fair enough?

A Yes.

Q If you don't understand one of ny

guestions, please also let ne know, and | want to
try to make sure you understand it before you do
provi de an answer; fair enough?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q Al right. |If you do give ne an answer,
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1 is it fair for me to assune that you've heard it

2 and understood the question?

3 A Yes, sir.

4 Q Ckay. Thank you. Any reason you can't

5 give full, conplete, and accurate and truthful

6 | testinony today?

7 A No.

8 Q Do you understand you're here in

9 connection with a Patent O fice challenge by DBR to
10 a patent owned by a conpany call ed Rugged Cross?
11 A Yes.
12 Q Have you ever been involved in any Patent
13 O fice proceedi ngs before?
14 A No. Let nme preface that. | have patent
15 di scussions all the tine with vendors we represent
16 but not in their |egal proceedi ngs.
17 Q Ckay. And | should clarify alittle bit.
18 | take it you've never been involved in a Patent
19 O fice proceeding challenging validity of a patent,
20 correct?
21 A Correct.
22 Q And so we're all on the sane page, we're
23 here in connection with I PR No. 2024-291. Does
24 that sound right to you?
25 A Yes.
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Q And you' ve submitted a declaration in
support of Rugged Cross in this matter, is that
right?

A That is correct.

Q And that's why we're here today. You
under st and that ?

A Yes.

Q Do you have a copy of your declaration in

front of you?

A No, | don't. | nean, |I've got it on ny
phone here. |'ve read it thoroughly.
Q Now, if | share ny screen, are you going

to be able to see everything here?
A I will try.
(Wher eupon, Deposition
Exhi bit 2035 was marked for
I dentification.)

BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q Let's do that. |1'mgoing to share ny
screen. |1'mgoing to post on the screen a
docunent. This docunent is -- let nme know if you

can see that.
A. It's difficult, but I wll try.
Q Let me make it bigger. So this is titled

the Declaration of Jay Scholes in Qpposition to
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Petition for Inter Partes Review of U S. Patent
No. 11, 399,535. Do you see that?

A Yes, | do.

Q Is this the declaration you've submtted
in this case?

A Yes.

Q And for the record, your declaration has
been narked as Exhi bit 2035; correct?

Yes.

Q This is an 11-page docunent. |'mgoing to
flip to the |ast page for you, and there is a
signature block there, and it is dated Septenber 4,
2024. Do you see that?

Yes, | do.

I s that your signature?

> O >

Yes.
Q Ckay. And have you submtted this
decl arati on under penalty of perjury?
A Yes.
Q And you swear to the truth of the contents
of this declaration?
A | do.
Q Sitting here today, are you aware of any
I naccuracies in your declaration?

A No.
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Q Anyt hing you would like to correct?

A. No, sir.

Q Does this declaration contain the conplete
contents of the testinony you wish to provide in
t his proceedi ng?

A Yes.

Q Let me flip to paragraph 27 of your
declaration. Can you see that?

A 27, yes.

Q kay. The final sentence of paragraph 27,
you testify that you had the belief and
understanding -- and I'mgoing to skip to the
end -- you had the belief and understandi ng that
Rugged Cross had valid patents to protect this
technol ogy, and | believe that today. Do you see
t hat ?

A Yes, | do.

Q So it's your belief sitting here today
t hat Rugged Cross has valid patents, correct?

A. It is, yes.

Q What is your belief based upon?

A My expertise in the industry for over 35
years, devel opi ng products and ny know edge of the
i ndustry and the sport of hunting.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?
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A. No. This is what | know. This is what

|"ve done ny entire life. 1've brought hundreds of
products to market in the industry. | think what
Rugged Cross has is revolutionary. |It's

i npact-worthy within the market pl ace.

Q Now, | take it you're not a patent
attorney; correct?

A. No, I'mnot a patent attorney, sir.

Q | take it you' re unfamliar with the
standards for validity in a patent case, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Are you famliar with the 535 patent

that's at issue in this case?

A No.

Q Have you ever read it?

A No.

Q Have you read the clains?

A | have | ooked at the clains a while ago.

Q Did you look at the clains in connection
Wi th preparing your declaration?

A | reviewed them Again, that was a while
ago.

Q Can you be nore specific?

MR WOLTER: (bjection --

THE W TNESS: | don't think I can because |I --
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like you said, I'mnot an attorney. |'mnot a
patent attorney. |I'man expert in the hunting and
outdoor industry and the products that nmake up that
I ndustry.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q I n paragraph 27, you state that Rugged
Cross had valid patents, plural. How many patents
does Rugged Cross have?

A | know, at the tinme, they received one

patent and applied for additional patents. Dennis,

again, |'ve got to be honest with you. You're
asking nme questions that | feel like I"'mon here to
tell you whether this is viable or not. |'mnot an

attorney, and maybe | need to have an attorney
present with ne dependi ng on how this goes.

Q | understand that. | just want to
understand the basis for your testinony.

A | can tell you that if you want, Dennis.
The basis for ny testinony is that | saw an
i nnovative product, which is what | do for a
living. | look for innovative products in the
outdoor industry. People cone to ny firm which is
hi ghly respected and revered in the outdoor
i ndustry. You can do your honmework. |'m sure you

al ready have, and when | saw the see-through
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technol ogy, | was blown away. In ny mnd and |
believe | said it several times -- | think it's in
my affidavit -- | think it's probably one of the

top ten innovations |I've seen for a long, |ong

time, long tine. It changes the market.
Q | understand your testinony. You said at
the time, | think in response to your answer

earlier. You nean in Decenber of 2021, you knew
t hat Rugged Cross had one patent and ot her
applications. |Is that your understandi ng?

A Q her applications pendi ng yes.

Q Did you conduct an invalidity or validity
anal ysis of the patents in Decenber '21 when you
were negotiating this |icense?

A No. | had a business partner that has
since retired that headed that up for ne, but we
did read through it and felt that it was valid.

Q Did you have a patent attorney conduct a
validity analysis of the Rugged Cross patents?

A | don't believe so.

Q Did you conduct a prior art analysis on
t hese patents?

A | don't know.

Q Have you reviewed the prior art references

that are being asserted against the 535 patent in
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this | PR?

A | don't know how to answer that.

Q Let me see if | can help with that. So in
this IPR, there are various prior art references
whi ch are patents that DBR has submtted to the
Patent Ofice. Have you reviewed those in
connection with your testinony about validity?

A Yes. D d we do our research regarding
Rugged Cross and the validity of their patent?
Yes, | believe we did, yes.

Q But my question is a little bit different.
Did you review the specific prior art references
that are at issue in this |IPR?

A Yeah, | don't understand the neani ng of
your question. | really don't. | feel like I'm
being pulled into a line of questioning that -- |
don't know. It makes nme feel unconfortable.

Q Vell, et ne try todo it in away that's
not unconfortable. CQutside of your declaration,
have you revi ewed any of the docunents that are at
issue in this |legal proceeding, this | PR Patent
O fice chall enge?

A Yes, | have.

Q Wi ch docunent s?

A Sir, | couldn't tell you. Looking at all
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the information regarding this situation regarding
Rugged Cross, |ooking at all those, there's been
lots of information, but | don't focus on that.
It's not why | believe |I should be here.

Q Are you offering expert testinony in this

case --
A Yes.
Q -- on the validity of the patents?
A I"moffering experti se based on Rugged

Cross, their product that they've offered to the
mar ket and how it has changed the industry. It has
had an i npact on the market, which |I've only seen
maybe a dozen tines in 30 years.

Q You agree you're not offering expert
testimony on the question of validity, fair?

A | woul d say yes --

MR, WOLTER: (Objection to the formof the
question. The declaration speaks for itself.

MR, ABDELNOUR: You can answer if you
under st and.

THE WTNESS: Again, I'ma little confused by
your questioning, but am| know edgeabl e of the
Rugged Cross patent and the product? Hell yes, |

am
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BY MR ABDELNOUR:
Q | know this is unconfortable, but | do
want to close the |oop and understand. Can you be

nore specific about the docunents that you' ve

revi ened - -
A Not without ny attorney, no, because,
again, | don't understand where this is going. Am

| aware of the patent that Rugged Cross has? Yes.
Am | aware that they had additional applications?
Yes. Do | believe in their product? | wouldn't be
on this call if I didn't believe that they had an
absol ute innovative product within the market. |'m
just being honest, by the way, Dennis. |'m being
forthright and absol utely honest.

Q How were you conpensated for your tine in
preparing the declaration?

A "' mnot conpensated at all. Zero. So I'm
very clear, zero conpensation.

Q Do you have any interest, financial or
ot herw se, in Rugged Cross's patents?

A Absol utely not. Absolutely not.

Q Do you have an interest, financial or
ot herwi se, in Rugged Cross?

A Absol utely not.

Q Tell me how you prepared the declaration.
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A | sat down with ny assistant and revi ewed
it and put it together, and that was it.

Q What do you nean you reviewed it? D d
sonebody else wite the draft?

A Sir, I don't know how busy you are, but
|*ve got 40 clients and over 100 enployees. So |I'm
a very busy man, so | have a personal assistant
that | dictated nmy beliefs to her, and that's how
t hat was done, but it's my words, ny belief.
stand by what's in ny declaration, 100 percent, if
that's what you're asking.

Q Who asked you to prepare a declaration in

this case?

A | was asked, | believe, by Robert if I was
willing to participate in this process or what ny
beliefs were, and | told him-- I'"'ma
ri ght-and-wong guy. |'mno nonsense. Rugged

Cross has got an innovative product, an innovative
mar ket strategy that they have tried to |aunch
and -- anyways, so | believe in that.

Q When you say Robert, do you nean

M. Wlter?
A Yes.
Q Have you had any di scussions with

M. Chris Seton (Phonetic) about this proceeding or
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your decl aration?

A No, no, not at all.

Q When was the last tine you had a
di scussion with Chris Seton?

A Probably about two weeks ago when
checked on hi m about the hurricane because | was in
Asheville, North Carolina dealing with nmy own
i ssues, and so we tal ked about sone real inportant
stuff, sone big bucks that we had on canera that we
were going to try to hunt this fall

Q | take it not about this proceedi ng?

A No, not about this proceeding at all. In
fact, so it's clear, we didn't even tal k busi ness.
It was nore or |ess he was asking about ny wfe,
who's recovering from cancer surgery three weeks
ago, and he was inquiring about that, and | was
asking him was he safe after the two hurricanes
that hit himin Florida. That's it.

Q How di d you prepare for today's
deposi ti on?

A Well, | got up, took a shower, brushed ny
teeth, shaved, and canme into ny naster bedroom
i nstead of going to the office today, and | read ny
declaration that | had witten and reviewed. O her

than that, that's it.
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Q Any di scussions with anybody in
preparation for today?

A No, no. Again, |'ma very busy guy, very
hard to get ahold of because |I'm goi ng nonst op;
right? Again, you probably know what it's like to
have 45 clients and working with major retailers
such as Dick's Sporting Goods, WAl mart, Acadeny,
Bass Pro, Scheels, and 3,000 i ndependent retailers,
and, Dennis, | want to try to hel p you anyway |
can. | want to be cooperative to the best of ny
ability here.

Q Par agraph 22 of your declaration, |I'm
going to put it on the screen. Let nme knowif you
can see that.

A Yes, | can.

Q I n paragraph 22, you state, | was first
made aware of and wi tnessed a blind nade of novel
one-way see-through nesh material during a turkey

hunt in Southern Chio in early 2021; is that

correct?
A Yes.
Q | think later in your declaration, you

di scuss the SurroundView blinds by Prinos; right?
A Yes.

Q And | think you nmentioned that the
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SurroundVi ew blinds were introduced in 2018, right?

A | believe that's when they were
i ntroduced.
Q Ckay. Were you unaware of the Prinops

blinds until 2021? 1Is that your testinony?

A No. They were in the blind business prior
to that, just (lnaudible) --

Q Sorry. Just to clarify. Wre you unaware
of the Prinmos SurroundView blinds until 20217

A | was aware of the see-through blinds by
Prinos as soon as they hit the market,

i nst ant aneously. Wen those products hit the
market, | was aware of it. So, again, the exact
date and tine, it's very hard for nme to tell vyou,
but ny business is knowi ng what's going on in the
mar ket. So when that was | aunched, | was aware of
it, and I had sanples of the product.

Q | guess then are you saying that the
statenment here in 22 that says, "I was first nade
aware of and wi tnessed a blind made of novel
one-way see-through nesh material in early 2021,"
is that incorrect?

A No. This is the games you guys play as
attorneys. This is, in ny mnd, just absolute

crap. | was aware of the see-through technol ogy.
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1 | was able to actually experience nyself and how

2 revol uti onary, how inpactful this technol ogy would
3 be to the market. Like | said earlier, |I've seen
4 maybe 10, 12 products that have cone out that have
5 changed a category within a market. The Rugged

6 Cross solution to the see-through technology is a
7 revol uti onary concept that I was bl own away by.

8 Q This turkey hunt in southern Chio in 2021,
9 what blinds were you using?
10 A | couldn't tell you, sir. You need to
11 know that | sit on the foundation board of the
12 National WIld Turkey Federation, so I'minvolved in
13 a |lot of conservation groups within the outdoor --
14 | also sit on our trade association, the ATA. So |
15 couldn't tell you what blind I was in, but |I'm
16 pretty sure it was one of the Prinos sanples, and
17 it was a hub-style blind versus spring steel blind.
18 Denni s, have you ever sat in one of these
19 blinds yourself? Can | ask that?
20 Q No, | get to ask the questions
21 unfortunately.
22 A kay. Well, | can tell you that if you
23 did, you would find out that sitting in a nornal
24 blind that's bl acked out, like |I've sold for a | ong
25 time through Aneristep -- when you sit in a
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see-through blind, it is crazy. The whole world
opens up to you. That was ny -- in nmy mnd, it
changed t he mar ket .

Q | think | did sonething on ny conputer and
it kicked nme out for a second. Can you hear ne?

A Yeah, | can hear you.

Q Jay, are you represented by counsel here

t oday?
A No. |I'mwondering if | should be though.
Q Is M. Wlter representing you?
A No.
Q So for purposes of the deposition, |I'm

going to ask that you answer the questions that |
ask, and if M. Wlter wants to ask you ot her
guestions, he has that ability, but |1'd ask that
you sinply answer the questions that | have --

A You don't want to basically know the
truth, Dennis; correct? You don't want to know t he
fact that the Rugged Cross design had a nmmj or
i npact on the market in the see-through technol ogy.
"Il answer your questions accordingly.

Q For purposes of what we're doing here and
the nechanism it's ny opportunity to ask you
guesti ons.

A Sure, yeah.
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Q I n your declaration, you state that the
one-way nmesh satisfied a long-felt need; right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And at what point in tinme was that
| ong-felt need satisfied, in your opinion?

A Ask the question again.

Q At what point in time was that |ong-felt
need sati sfied?

A For nme, the first tine | sat in a blind
t hat had that technol ogy.

Q In 20217

Yes.

Q Had you ever seen the Rugged Cross blind
t hat was introduced at a trade show?

A Not in detail, no. Not in detail. I
don't work for Rugged Cross.

MR WOLTER: |'ll object to the formof the
guesti on and foundati on.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q When was the first time that you observed
a Prinos SurroundView blind? Wuld that be the
2021 date?

A Again, when is the last tinme you went
trick-or-treating for crying out |oud? How the

hell can | tell you, |ooking at the anount of
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1 products | | ook at on a daily basis exactly, when |

2 saw a particul ar product when |I'm | ooking at

3 mul tiple products in a given week? So | couldn't

4 tell you exactly when. | can tell you this: Wen

5 | sawit -- and this is not what you want to hear.

6 | Wen | sawit, |I knewright away that it was

7 i nnovative, that it was going to change the narket

8 gi ven the opportunity.

9 Q I n paragraph 25 of your declaration, you
10 state that Quttech conducted research in 2021 on
11 trends in the ground blind market; right?

12 A. Yes, Sir.

13 Q And you state that based on the research,
14 | everything was pointing to consuner demands for the
15 ground blind with the one-way see-through nesh;

16 correct?

17 A Correct.

18 Q Can you describe the research?

19 A |'ve got enployees, and what we do is we
20 | ook at certain categories, and we know our

21 busi ness, and we saw the technol ogy and were very
22 inpressed by it. So at that point, if you want ne
23 to continue because probably not in ny best

24 interest but the interest of truth here, we

25 contacted Chris Seton at that point in tinme. |
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junped on an airplane with ny partner. W flew
down and sat with Chris Seton and his brother and
tal ked to himabout potentially receiving a |license
to manufacture ground bli nds.

Q At the time you conducted research, did
you know t hat Rugged Cross had intellectua
property around this product?

A That was the first question | asked him

Q VWhat did he say?

A He said they are patent pending or in the
m dst of that. Again, | surround nyself wth good
accountants and good attorneys to nake these kind
of decisions and di scussions, but at that point,
Chris -- | felt very confortable that they had done
their research and their homework. Dennis, | was
nore concerned with the quality and the validity of
their product and if it's legitimate. Is it
sonething | can put the Quttech name and brand and
get involved in, and at that point, my answer was
enphatically yes, that | believe it was the

i nnovation. So | was brought down there with ny

partners because that's ny gig, right? 1've been
to Africa half dozen tines. |'ve been to Al aska 12
tinmes. |'ve hunted around the world, and | felt

that the 1 nnovation that was shared wth ne was
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revol utionary. Probably talking too nuch, but |
want the truth to cone out.

Q So ultimately, you entered into a |icense
agreenent with Rugged Cross; correct?

A Yes.

Q Your decl aration does not contain the
details of that |icense, correct?

A Yeah. | would say that that's

proprietary, and it's sonething that if you want to

talk to nmy attorney about, I'd be happy to let you
do that, but I -- anyways, |I'll just |eave it
t here.

Q So the ternms of the |license are

proprietary, which is why they're not in your
decl aration; fair?
A Yes.
Q And you didn't submt the actual |icense

agreenent in connection with your declarati on,

fair?

A Yes.

Q Is Quttech a manufacturer of hunting
bl i nds?

A Actually we are and we have. | can

explain that to you if you want ne to.

Q Pl ease explain. Sure.
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A Ckay. We had ownership in a conpany
call ed Asian American Partners at the time, called
AAP. They are a fabric converter, and years ago,
we nmade ground blinds -- we represented -- Quttech
represented Ameristep, so we sold the Aneristep
product |ine when the hub-style and spring steel
bl i nds were introduced into the marketpl ace back in
the early '90s. W did 245, but Asian Anerican
Partners that | just referred to, they are a fabric
converter. They convert fabric in Asia. They
actually entered into manufacturing ground blinds
for Areristep at the tine, and we built lots of
blinds for Ameristep for AAP, which I own 30
percent of that. W have since sold that business
several years ago because we no | onger work for
Realtree. W work for Mssy Gak. W represent
Mossy Qak, which is a different canp pattern

So did Quttech participate in the
manuf act uri ng of ground blinds? Thousands of them
t housands of them Did | travel overseas for
ground blinds? Yes, several tines.

Q In your declaration, | think you
described -- let's see. |In paragraph 3, you
descri be Quttech as a sales and marketi ng

services -- as providing sales and marketing
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services to manufacturers of outdoor products;
correct?

A Correct.

Q And you state, Quttech assists
manuf acturing partners in designing and devel opi ng
new products; right?

A Correct. An exanple, the game canera
mar ket, we --

Q Hold on. Let ne ask a question. | want
to be specific here. Wo are the manufacturers of
out door products to which Quttech provides sal es
and marketing services to?

A Sir, that's a ridiculous question. There
are probably 60 compani es that we have done t hat
for in the 35 years. So conpanies |ike True
A ue (Phonetic), conpanies like GSM-- | have to
really list 40 or 50 different conpanies that --

Q Let me try to be nore specific. Can you
identify the manufacturers of outdoor products that
Quttech works with on hunting blinds specifically?

A Aneri step and the Anmeristep product I|ine,
and I'mtrying to recall any other blind conpanies
or anybody that we've been involved with. No, that
woul d be it as far as ground blinds go.

Q Ckay.
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1 A Tree stands, which is another division,
2 there are different conpanies.

3 Q Al right. Let's focus on hunting blinds,
4 and let nme ask you this, and I'mtaking it out of
5 paragraph 3. Which manufacturing partners has

6 | Quttech worked with in designing and devel opi ng

7 products and specifically hunting blinds?

8 A Aner i st ep.

9 Q Any ot hers?
10 A No. It would be with Bob Ransom from
11 Ameristep, who is the founder and owner of
12 Areristep until it got sold. W worked with him
13 for over 12 years, at |east.
14 Q So does Quttech sell hunting blinds
15 | itself?
16 A. Yeah, we have. |In other words, for our
17 manuf acturers we represent, for Aneristep.
18 Currently right now, we are not in the ground blind
19 busi ness t oday.
20 Q Let ne try to unpack that a little bit.
21 So do the hunting blinds that Quttech is invol ved
22 | with selling, are they sold under different brand
23 nanmes ot her than Quttech?
24 A Quttech is not a brand. Quttech is a
25 conpany, so it's not a consuner-facing brand, so
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you know.

Q Okay. So Quttech is involved in the sale
of hunting blinds for its partner entities,
correct?

A Yeah.

Q And Aneristep is one of them right?

A Yes.

Q For hunting blinds that are covered by the
Rugged Cross |icense, are there any other entities
that you're working wth?

A W represent a conpany called MII enium
that is not in the ground blind business, but we
have tal ked about hel ping themget in the ground
bl i nd business, but currently, they are not in that
busi ness. W' ve been approached by ot her
conpani es, Dennis, to represent them and decided to
pass on those opportunities.

Q Wi ch ot her conpani es have approached you?

A The conmpany out of Ohio that they have a
t heater conpany in -- | believe it's who you
represent.

Q DBR?

A Yeah, what does that stand for? |Is that
Denni s --

Q Dan Reaser's conpany --
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A Yep, yep. We net wth him and in good
faith, he tried to hire us on nultiple occasions.
We decided that he really wasn't the type of person
that we wanted to work with, and so it's kind of
ironic. M partner and | both | ooked at each ot her
and said, you know what? This doesn't feel right,
and so we passed, and that was several years ago.

Q Any other entities?

A No.

MR, WOLTER: (Going to object to the formof the
guesti on.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Does Quttech sell hunting blinds for
private | abeling purposes?

A No, not currently.

Q Has it ever?

A | don't know how | can even begin to
answer that honestly. Like | said, |I've got a
hundred enpl oyees, guys that are pitching products.
Have they entered into discussions with a retailer
about potentially building a blind? 1 have no
idea, so | don't know how to answer that w thout
potentially perjuring nyself, | guess.

Q Vell, et ne try to be nore specific so

it's narrower. Since 2021, has Quttech been
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i nvolved in working on private |abeling of hunting
blinds that are covered by the Rugged Cross
i cense?

A W' ve been currently devel opi ng technol ogy
in the ground blind business to potentially bring
to market, but we have not brought those products
to market.

Q Under what brand --

A That's proprietary. | can't share that
wi th you.

MR. WOLTER: (Obj ection. Beyond the scope of
his direct testinony.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q | take it you're working with a partner
entity, and you don't have to tell me which one,
but you're working with sonebody on this
devel opnment; fair?

MR. WOLTER: Again --

THE WTNESS: Honestly, the answer is not
really. W were doing it for ourselves with the
i dea that we were going to find sonebody if we
chose to nove forward. Again, | feel like you're
| eadi ng ne here.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q I"'mreally just asking the question
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Let's go back to the Rugged Cross license. You
took this out in 2021, correct?

A Yes.

Q Wi ch products are covered by the Iicense?

MR WOLTER: (Object to the formof the
guesti on.

THE WTNESS: Yeah, | would have to defer to ny
teamto answer that correctly.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Can you nanme any products covered by the
Rugged Cross |icense?

MR WOLTER: (Cbject to the form Are you
referring to products that Quttech sells or
sonebody el se sells?

MR. ABDELNOUR: |'mreferring to any
products --

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Can you name any products that are covered
by the 2021 license you have with Rugged Cross?

MR WOLTER: I'll object. It's been asked and
answer ed.

MR. ABDELNOUR: It hasn't been answered.

MR. WOLTER: You' ve al ready asked himif
t hey' re maki ng products. He said he's in the

process of devel opi ng products so they' re under
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the --

THE WTNESS: Dennis, we devel op products with
i nnovative features and designs, and we will take
themto a manufacturer and say, hey, do you want to
bring this to market, and so | -- we're always,
al ways, every day, today, tonorrow, next week,
al ways | ooki ng at innovative products to bring to
mar ket in the outdoor industry, and again, |'m not
trying to be adversarial, Dennis, at all. [|I'm
trying to answer your questions.

BY MR ABDELNOUR

Q Let ne try to break it down in different
pi eces. Mybe that will be helpful. You testified
that your -- that you're in the process of
devel opi ng a product that m ght be covered by the
Rugged Cross hunting blind, correct?

A Yes.

Q Are there any products on the market sold
by either Quttech or anybody that they work with
that are covered by the license with Rugged Cross?

A | don't think so, but | don't really -- to
the best of ny ability, I would say there are not.

Q Has Quttech paid Rugged Cross royalties
under this |icense?

A No. We haven't manufactured a product.
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Q Does your |icense with Rugged Cross cover
the work that you're doing with Aneristep?

MR WOLTER: (Object to form

THE W TNESS: | don't work for Aneristep, sir.
| don't have any involvenent with Aneri step.
wor ked with Aneristep for a |lot of years, and then
it got bought by GSM and at that point, they
decided to exit the category, so we resigned
Aneristep and went to work for another conpany
within 48 hours that |'ve already nentioned.
That's MIlenium So since the -- | couldn't even
tell you the date, but since Aneristep was
purchased by GSM we worked for themfor a short
period of time, and then that was it. W were
done.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Ckay. Maybe | m sunderstood that. So
since 2021, has Quttech done any work with
Anmeri st ep?

A. No, but we worked with himprior to that
for, 1"'mgoing to say, probably 15, 20 years. |
mean, we worked for Aneristep for a |ong, |ong
time.

Q Have you ever worked with Aneristep on a

bl i nd that has one-way see-through nesh?
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A No.

Q When we tal k about these products, is your
expertise fromthe perspective of an engi neer?

A If you're asking nme if |I'm an engi neer,
am not an engineer, but I wll tell you |I've worked
wi th hundreds of engineers, and | do stand by the
fact that | believe | aman absolute expert when it
cones to these categories wthin the hunting
industry. It's why | have a house in Florida on
the ocean. It's why I have a |log hone in
Asheville, North Carolina and a beautiful hone in
Aurora, Chio is because I'man expert, and |I've
br ought thousands of products, literally thousands

of products to market in the outdoor industry,

i ndi vi dual products. So yes, | do consider nyself
an expert.
Q You' re not offering yourself as an

engi neeri ng expert, fair?

A | don't know how to answer that because |
think I know nore about what makes a proper ground
blind sellable in the market than any engi neer, but
| don't have an engi neering degree, which |'ve
al ready stated that, but do | consider nyself an
expert on ground blinds? Absolutely. Probably in

the top five in the country. There's not very nmany
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of us, and |'ve probably been involved -- you don't
want to hear this either, Dennis. M organization,
nmy conpany has probably been involved in nore
ground blind sales than anybody in the world.
That's ny sales, ny 80 salesnen traveling the U S.
calling on accounts.

Q After you net with Chris Seton in 2021 at
the airport, how long after that did you consunmate
the |icense agreenent?

MR WOLTER: 1'Il object to the (Ilnaudible).

THE WTNESS: | would say weeks. | don't know
exactly, but it was weeks. How |long does it take
for you guys, an attorney, to wite up an agreemnent
and go back and forth and back and forth so the
attorneys get paid? You know, it was probably
nont hs, but | don't know that exactly.

By the way, in that tinme franme, Dennis --
BY MR ABDELNOUR:
Q What did you do --

A Hol d on one second. Let ne finish.

Q | think you already answered ny question
sir. 1'magoing to ask anot her one.

A Ckay.

Q Between the tinme you net with Chris Seton

and the tinme that you signed the |icense agreenent,
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what diligence did you do concerning the
intell ectual property?

A You obviously don't know or understand
what | do for a living. Qur due diligence is our
expertise, and entering into a category like this,
we woul d have every product sanple, every itemthat
woul d pertain to that category ny teamwoul d bring
in and we would review and | ook at. Again, part of
my answer would be when we first nmet with Chris
Seton and entered into that discussion, | was very,
very intrigued. As tine went on, that
strengthened. | got nore excited about the
t echnol ogy.

Q Are you famliar with Rugged Cross's
| awsui ts agai nst various manufacturers of hunting
bl i nds?

A When you say famliar --

MR, WOLTER: (bj ection to --

THE WTNESS: -- what do you nean? Am | aware
that -- the industry is very small. Am| aware
that there's legal issues? Yeah. |[It's part of the

reason probably I"'mnot in the market right nowis
because of you guys, right?
MR WOLTER: Can | raise ny objection? It's

beyond the scope, and you nay want to rephrase that
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or reask the question. | apol ogi ze.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:
Q | take it that you're aware that -- sorry.
Are you famliar with a conpany call ed
Qut door Products, OPI?

A | know of them

Q Are you famliar with a conpany call ed
Fer aDyne?

A Yes.

Q What's your relationship with FeraDyne?

MR WOLTER: (bjection --

THE WTNESS: They're a conpetitor in the
mar ket pl ace. | know them and they are a
manuf acturi ng group that owns several different
brands in the outdoor industry, which we do not
represent.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q Have you ever had any di scussions with
anybody at FeraDyne regardi ng the Rugged Cross
patents or the lawsuits that | nentioned?

A Absol utely not, a clear no.

Q Have you ever had any di scussions with
anybody at FeraDyne concerning hunting blinds
havi ng one-way see-through nesh?

A Absol utely not.
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Q Who do you know at FeraDyne?

MR WOLTER: (Object to form

THE WTNESS: Well, a lot of themare no | onger
there. They've gone through a great deal of
people, so I'mnot going to bring up nanes. M
knowl edge at FeraDyne is to say hi to the guys at a
trade show, shake their hands, and that's it.
That's the extent of it.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q The fol ks you know at FeraDyne are no
| onger there?

A Sone of the guys aren't there. | know
t hey' ve gone through a lot of turnover. They're a
conpetitor, sir.

Q Are you aware that FeraDyne is taking the
position that the Rugged Cross patents are invalid?

MR. WOLTER: (bject. Beyond the scope.

THE WTNESS: Am | aware of that? | believe
am that they're trying to fight the validity of
Chris Seton and his brother's patents, which
frankly is very sad, personally.

BY MR ABDELNOUR:
Q Way is that?
A Wiy is that? [It's an exanple of big noney

comng into the outdoor industry where you' ve got
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an ENT that spent tinme and noney and countl| ess
hours devel opi ng technol ogy, inproving it, and
maki ng it absolutely spectacul ar, and ot her people
see the noney involved, and so they want to junp
in, and they believe that they can beat these guys
down and wear them out through guys |ike yourself,
frankly. Chris Seton --

Q (I naudi bl e) --

A -- has built a very innovative item
again. In ny expertise, it is very, very
i nnovative, and | have not seen those type of
I nnovations, maybe 10 to 12 in ny entire career,
which | stated earlier.

Q Does your opinion that this is big noney
and unfair, does that apply to DBR?

A | don't understand what you're asking ne.

MR WOLTER: (Object to the formof the
guesti on.

THE WTNESS: |Is this about big noney? Yes, it
is, Dennis. O course it is. That's why your firm
is getting paid and poor Dennis and his brother who
did all the | abor and work and devel opnent, in ny
mnd, that's the problemw th the U S. Patent

O fice today.
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1 BY MR ABDELNOUR:

2 Q Can you be nore specific? Wiat's the

3 problemwith the U S. Patent Ofice?

4 A No, I'"'mnot going to be. |'m already

5 tal king too nuch because | care too nuch about

6 | what's right and what's wong; right?

7 Q Do you think that this proceeding is

8 wWrong?

9 A | think you're trying to gather
10 information to benefit your client, Dennis, and not
11 focusing on the fact that the outdoorsnen -- for
12 years and years and years, which | sold thousands,
13 probably nore like mllions of blinds over ny tine
14 | with Aneristep that were bl acked out inside. So
15 | when you sit in them you're feeling like you're in
16 a cave. |It's claustrophobic. [It's dark. You got
17 alittle window that you see an animal, a turkey, a
18 deer wal king in front of you, and you shoot. The
19 see-t hrough technol ogy all owed you, which I kind of
20 outlined with ny grandson, that you can see the
21 wonder nent of the outdoors. You can see squirrels
22 and chi pmunks and see all that all the way around
23 | you, and it's amazing. That's the inpact that --
24 that's the story that should be told. Chris Seton
25 and his brother devel oped sonething that all owed
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out doorsnen to enjoy the outdoors, to appreciate

t he outdoors, and for soneone that's involved in
conservation and, again, National Turkey
Federation, it is a wondernent. It's an innovati on
and al |l ows ol der guys, as you get older -- |'m 65,
but as | get older, I won't be able to hunt out of
a tree saddle or a tree stand. [|'ll be hunting out
of a ground blind, and I will be hunting out of a
ground blind that's got see-through technol ogy, and
again, that's why I'mhere, Dennis, to tell the

t ruth.

Q M. Scholes, what is the technol ogy that
enabl es the one-way see-through feature?

A | don't know the details behind it nor has
Chris Seton shared that information with ne in
detail, but it's the -- | would say it's the |ayers
of how the screen is printed and the codi nhgs and
how light is transferred, but | got to tell you,
it's a wondernent to sit in a ground blind, which I
have and | will testify to this -- obviously | am
testifying to this -- where |'ve had a deer at ten
yards in front of ne, and when the wind is right,

t hey have no idea you're there, and you feel |ike
you can reach out and they're right there. You can

see themvery clearly, but they can't see you
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and --

MR. WOLTER: For the record, | made an
obj ection --

MR, ABDELNOUR: Don't interrupt the answer
pl ease. He's still talking.

THE WTNESS: No, |'m done.

MR. ABDELNOUR: Are you done?

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | am

MR. ABDELNOUR: We've been goi ng about 70
mnutes. |'magoing to suggest we take a ten-m nute
br eak.

MR. WOLTER: Ckay. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, a short break was
t aken.)
MR, ABDELNOUR: Back on the record pl ease.
BY MR ABDELNOUR:

Q M. Schol es, welcone back. In your
declaration, you refer to long-felt need. What's
your understandi ng of what that neans?

A. When a product cones to market, it
fulfills a need. [It's explosive. The see-through
technol ogy was a need in the narketpl ace that
i nproved the consuner hunting out of a ground
bl i nd.

Q Do you have an understandi ng of what
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obvi ousness neans in the context of a patent?

MR, WOLTER: (Obj ection. Beyond the scope.

THE WTNESS: | can't answer that.
MR. ABDELNOUR: Ckay. | have no further
guesti ons.

MR. WOLTER: G ve ne a break, and then 1"l
have a few questions, and then we can wap it up
unl ess you have others beyond that. You okay with
t hat, Dennis?

MR. ABDELNOUR: That's all right.

(Wher eupon, a short break was
t aken.)
EXAM NATI ON

BY MR WOLTER

Q M. Schol es, you referenced paragraph 22
of your declaration previously and referred to you
bei ng aware and w t nessed one-way see-through nesh
in 2021. Do you recall that testinony?

A Uh- huh.

Q Were you aware of the one-way see-through
mesh prior to 2021 used in ground blinds?

A Yes.

Q Was the reference in paragraph 22 your
first tinme to sit in a ground hunting blind with

one-way see-through nesh in an outdoor environnent?
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1 A Yes, and again, Robert, | sat in blinds,

2 but when | was able to actually sit in a blind in a
3 hunting environment, it was amazing. It was

4 amazi ng. That was the aha nonent for ne.

5 Q And what gane were you hunting at the

6 | time?

7 A Wiite-tail ed deer and turkey in Central

8 Chi o.

9 Q And what advantage does the one-way
10 see-t hrough nesh on a ground blind have over ground
11 blinds that do not have the one-way see-through
12 mesh?
13 MR, ABDELNOUR: (Objection. Form outside the
14 | scope.
15 THE WTNESS: Well, again, sitting in a black
16 ground blind is no fun. There's no enjoynent of
17 the outdoors. You're there basically to harvest an
18 animal . The see-through technol ogy allows you to
19 really truly enjoy the wondernent of the outdoors,
20 whi ch is a gane changer hunting out of a ground
21 blind. | believe, Robert, nore people wll hunt
22 out of see-through technol ogy going forward --
23 they' Il hunt out of a ground blind because of
24 see-t hrough technology. There will be nore people
25 that will want to hunt out of a ground blind versus
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sitting in a black shell.
BY MR WOLTER

Q M. Abdel nour referred to your declaration
and sone research. Did Quttech conduct sone |evel
of research regardi ng one-way see-through blinds?

A W did. It's proprietary, but we did. MW
t eam conduct ed a consuner survey aski ng about
ground blinds, the technol ogy, what consuners woul d
want as far as features and benefits in a ground
blind, and it was very enlightening.

Q Who conducted the survey?

A We contracted with a conpany that did that
t hat we have an association wth that we use al
the tine.

Q Do you have any idea how nmany consuners
were subject to that survey?

A Robert, | can get you specifics, but there
wer e t housands.

Q And what were the results of that survey
as it relates to one-way see-through nesh?

MR. ABDELNOUR: (bjection. Form

THE W TNESS: Unequi vocal , that the consuners
wanted this technol ogy, needed this technol ogy, and
it would result in increased sal es and

participation by the hunter in the outdoors. NMbore
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people will hunt out of a ground blind with
see-t hrough technol ogy than without it.

MR, WOLTER:. Ckay. | have no further
guesti ons.

MR, ABDELNOUR:  Not hi ng.

MR, WOLTER:. The witness would |i ke to read.
MR. ABDELNOUR: | will be ordering.
MR WOLTER: [|'ll take a copy please.

(Deposition concl uded at

10: 33 a.m)
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UNI TED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFI CE
BEFORE THE PATENT TRI AL AND APPEAL BQARD
DBR FI NANCE, | NC. ,

Petitioner,

)
)
Vs. ) No. | PR2024- 00291
RUGGED CROSS HUNTI NG )
BLI NDS, LLC, )

)

Pat ent Omner.

I, JAY SCHOLES, being first duly sworn, on
oath say that | amthe deponent in the aforesaid
depositi on taken on Novenber 1, 2024; that | have
read the foregoing transcript of ny deposition, and

affix nmy signature to sane.

JAY SCHOLES
Subscri bed and sworn to
before ne this day
of , 2024

NOTARY PUBLI C
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STATE OF ILLINO S )
) SS:

COUNTY OF C OO K )

I, Rebecca Boyce, an Illinois Shorthand
Reporter, do hereby certify that heretofore,
to-wit, on Novenber 1, 2024, JAY SCHCOLES appeared
virtually before ne in a cause now pendi ng and
undetermned in the United States Patent and
Trademark O fice Before the Patent Trial and Appeal
Board, wherein DBR FINANCE, INC. is the Petitioner,
and RUGGED CROSS HUNTI NG BLINDS, LLC is the Patent
Oaner .

| further certify that the said
JAY SCHOLES was first duly sworn to testify the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth in
the cause aforesaid; that the testinony then given
by said witness was reported stenographically by ne
in the presence of the said witness, and afterwards
reduced to typewiting by Conputer-Ai ded
Transcription, and the foregoing is a true and
correct transcript of the testinony so given by
said witness as aforesaid.

| further certify that the signature to
t he foregoi ng deposition was reserved by counsel

for the respective parties and that there were
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present at the deposition the attorneys
her ei nbef ore nenti oned.

| further certify that I am not counsel
for nor in any way related to the parties to this
suit, nor aml in any way interested in the outcone
t her eof .

I N TESTI MONY WHEREOF: | have hereunto set
my hand this day of Novenber, 2024.

| LLI NO S SHORTHAND REPORTER
COOK COUNTY, ILLINO S
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