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Application/Control Number: 17/670,765 Page 2 
Art Unit: 3761 

Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status 

The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent 

provisions. 

Reason for Allowance 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: The closest prior art of record are Jarisch et al. (US 20130064937) and 

Schmed et al. (US 7,856,920). The prior art of record references neither discloses, or 

suggests, in combination with the other limitations of independent claim 10, the rim 

having a top surface and an opposing bottom surface; an optically detectable 

individualization identifier, which is carried by the bottom surface of the rim, the optically 

detectable individualization identifier includes surface areas having different optically 

detectable reflective properties, the optically detectable individualization identifier is 

configured to be read by a sensor/detector of a beverage machine to individualize the 

portion capsule and to activate a pump of the beverage machine. 

The prior art of record references neither discloses, or suggests, in combination 

with the other limitations of independent claim 17, a plurality of vertically-orientated 

indentations arranged on the outside surface of the wall; a plurality of vertically-

orientated ribs arranged on the inside surface of the wall; a rim at the open end of the 

base element, the rim having a top surface and an opposing bottom surface; an 
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optically detectable individualization identifier, which is carried by the bottom surface of 

the rim, the optically detectable individualization identifier includes surface areas having 

different optically detectable reflective properties, the optically detectable 

individualization identifier is configured to be read by a sensor/detector of a beverage 

machine to individualize the portion capsule and to activate a pump of the beverage 

machine. 

Reason for Allowance 

(1) As discussed in the interview, the priority is removed and drawing objections 

is support by original specification so that drawing objections have been withdrawn. 

(2) With respect to Double Patenting rejections, The terminal disclaimer filed on 

07/15/2022 overcome the Double Patenting rejections. Thus, Double patenting 

rejections have been withdrawn. 

(3) The terminal disclaimer filed on 07/15/2022 disclaiming the terminal portion of 

any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 

US Application No.17670629 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal 

disclaimer has been recorded. 
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