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How to Use Nearby Sharing in Windows 10

Nearby Sharing in the Windows 10 April 2018 update sends files with minimum hassle. No emailing, message
attachments, or plugging and unplugging USB drives.

@ By Michael Muchmore May4,2018 f w L@ .-
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Tap to turn on nearby sharing

Share to a nearby device using Bluetooth and Wi-Fi

-
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I've long been a fan of Apple's AirDrop feature, which lets you send a photo, file, or website
address to anyone nearby, even if you're not connected to the internet. Now Windows users can

enjoy the same convenience, with the April 2018 update's Nearby sharing capability.

The feature uses Bluetooth and peer-to-peer Wi-Fi, meaning you don't even need to be
connected to a Wi-Fi router, let alone to the internet, to transfer files. As you'll see below,

Nearby sharing isn't a separate feature but an option on the share panel, just like Apple.

Setup is easy, so if you have some files you want to share to a nearby PC, do yourself a favor and

give Nearby sharing a try. Here's how.
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1. Start the Process

The simplest way to get started with Nearby sharing is to tap on the Share icon in a
Universal Windows Platform (UWP) app like Microsoft Photos or the Edge browser. If
you've updated to the Windows 10 April 2018 Update and are logged into a Microsoft
account, you'll see a "Tap to turn on nearby sharing” option. Tap it and meet me at the

next slide.

2. Looking for Nearby Devices
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After you've enabled the feature, its spot in the share dialog will say "Looking for nearby
devices," along with "Make sure the other device has nearby sharing turned on in Action

Center."
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3. Nearby Desktop Found
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Reminders

Here you can see that the "Looking for..." message has been replaced with the device
name of a nearby PC. When another device with nearby sharing enabled is found, you'll
see its computer name in the share dialog. This could be a weird name like "LAPTOP-

DG435GF" generated by your computer manufacturer.

You can find your PC's name in Settings > System > About in the Device name section.
That Settings page includes a button at the bottom for renaming the PC to somethingnterDigital Exhibit 2055, p. 256
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4. Sending Nearby

2 Sharing to DESKTOP-JV4I5I8

Shared from Photos app

Cancel
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?12 ﬁ Settings w 20180426_1... w Screenshot (... N w7 9 cﬁ‘ 5/3/2018

When you send something, you'll see this notification in the lower-right corner of the

screen. Send by accident? You can cancel the operation if you do so before the recipient

accepts the share.

5. Receiving PC
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Save & Open Decline
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The receiving PC sees this notification in the lower-right corner of the screen. It can
either Decline, Save, or Save and Open the shared file. Note that if you share OneDrive-

stored photos from the Photos app, your recipient gets a share link to the online

version, rather than the actual photo file. If it's a webpage that's shared, it opens in the

recipient's default browser, which needn't be Edge.

6. Shared Settings

€. Settings

® Home Shared experiences
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Accounts
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For the true Nearby Sharing mavens out there, you can tinker with settings for the
feature, in the Settings > System > Shared experiences page. Here, you can decide
whether you want to receive items only from your own devices or from anyone nearby.
For me, the feature only worked best when | allowed everyone to share; not really a
problem since you have to approve what's sent. Finally, you can choose which folder

files land in when you accept them.

Further Reading

¢ How to View Files in Windows 10 Without Opening Them

e How to Search in Windows 10

e How to Make Windows 10 Feel More Like Windows 7

e How to Take Screenshots in Windows 10

¢ More in Windows 10
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e Microsoft Windows 10

o Microsoft Windows 8.1
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