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Google buys smartphone file-swapping app
Bump as sharing grows

Impending launch of Apple's AirDrop on i0S 7 could make Bump
unnecessary on its own platform, while Google beefs up file-
transfer capabilities for Android
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O A Samsung Galaxy S4 ad in New York: its phones already include a Bump-style capability. Photograph:
youngsam Yoon/Samsung/Young Sam-yoon
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Google is buying Bump, an app which allows smartphone users to send
pictures, contacts or other files to each other by bumping them together.

Bump was initially made available on Apple's iPhone as a substitute for
NFC - Near Field Communications - technology which enables the same
functionality on Android and other NFC-equipped smartphones.

The decision to buy Bump seems to have been partly driven by the
impending release of Apple's iOS 7, the latest version of its iPhone
software. That introduces a technology called AirDrop which could be
used to transfer similar data types - including photos or web addresses -
using a combination of Wi-Fi and Bluetooth to multiple devices at once
without requiring the phones to touch. "There's no bumping your phone,"
said Apple's iOS software chief Craig Federighi when he showed the
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Conference. Apple already implements AirDrop on its desktop and laptop
computers.

For Bump, that could mean that its biggest platform, iOS, would become
less useful if people begin using AirDrop instead of its app.

Google also has its own NFC project, called Beam, announced in October
2011. And Samsung has implemented its own "bump" technology using
NFC to move files between devices.

The price of the sale hasn't been disclosed, though AllThingsDigital
reported sources putting the price at between $30m and $60m, compared
to venture capital investment of $20m.

Bump was founded in 2008 and first released its app on Apple's App Store
in March 2009. It has had a total of more than 125m downloads for both
iPhone and Android, and been used to send more than 1bn photos. The
company had 25 staff in March. The app was seeing fast growth among
users, and had recently implemented a system which let users "bump"
files to desktop or laptop computers.

Writing on the Bump blog, its chief executive and cofounder David Lieb
said that

A4 Our mission at Bump has always been to build the simplest tools for
sharing the information you care about with other people and devices. We
strive to create experiences that feel like magic, enabled behind the scene
with innovations in math, data processing, and algorithms. So we couldn't
be more thrilled to join Google, a company that shares our belief that the
application of computing to difficult problems can fundamentally change the
way that we interact with one another and the world.

He said that Bump and the Flock app, which allows people to create
shared photo albums, "will continue to work as they always have for now".

Bump uses a combination of apps running on the devices which "bump",
and the company's own servers. In an FAQ, the company explains that
"The app on your phone uses the phone's sensors to literally "feel" the
bump, and it sends that info up to the cloud. The matching algorithm
listens to the bumps from phones around the world and pairs up phones
that felt the same bump. Then we just route information between the two
phones in each pair." The app uses location information and sensor detail
to determine which two devices which have sent a "bump" are in direct
contact.

By contrast, Apple's Airdrop is an ad-hoc peer-to-peer Wi-Fi network with
encrypted file transfers, which does not route through outside servers,
and so doesn't need an internet connection.
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A message from Betsy Reed,
editor of the Guardian US

I hope you appreciated this article. Before you move on, I wanted to ask if you
would consider supporting the Guardian’s journalism as we enter one of the most
consequential news cycles of our lifetimes in 2024.

With the potential of another Trump presidency looming, there are countless
angles to cover around this year’s election - and we'll be there to shed light on
each new development, with explainers, key takeaways and analysis of what it
means for America, democracy and the world.

From Elon Musk to the Murdochs, a small number of billionaire owners have a
powerful hold on so much of the information that reaches the public about what’s
happening in the world. The Guardian is different. We have no billionaire owner or
shareholders to consider. Our journalism is produced to serve the public interest -
not profit motives.

And we avoid the trap that befalls much US media: the tendency, born of a desire
to please all sides, to engage in false equivalence in the name of neutrality. We
always strive to be fair. But sometimes that means calling out the lies of powerful
people and institutions - and making clear how misinformation and demagoguery
can damage democracy.

From threats to election integrity, to the spiraling climate crisis, to complex
foreign conflicts, our journalists contextualize, investigate and illuminate the
critical stories of our time. As a global news organization with a robust US
reporting staff, we’re able to provide a fresh, outsider perspective - one so often
missing in the American media bubble.

Around the world, readers can access the Guardian’s paywall-free journalism
because of our unique reader-supported model. That’s because of people like you.
Our readers keep us independent, beholden to no outside influence and accessible
to everyone - whether they can afford to pay for news, or not.

If you can, please consider supporting us just once from $1, or better yet, support
us every month with a little more. Thank you.

{ One-time ] Monthly ‘ Annual ’

( $5 per month J $13 per month ‘ Other ’

P PayPal

Continue —» <Remind me in April> VISA
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