
Jarg
on-

Fre
e 

Def
init

ion
s 

Up-
to-D

ate 
Com

pute
r 

Ter
min

olog
y Mor

e than
 

7,00
0 

Co
mp

ute
r 

Term
s 

FIF
TH

 
ED

IT
IO

N
 

Now 

Co
nm

ple
tel

y 

Re
vis

ed 

&
 

Up
dat

ed 

T
ef

m
s 

C
om

pu
te

r 

of
 

D
ic

tio
na

y 
Ne

wW
ol

i 
W

eb
str

: 



Fi
fth

 
Ed

iti
on

 
10

 9 
87

 6 5 4 3 2 1 

Ma
nu

fac
tur

ed 

in
 

the 

Un
ited

 

Sta
tes

 of
 

Am
eri

ca 

ISB
N:

 
0-

67
1-

89
99

3-
7 Sp

enc
er,

 
Do

nal
d. Lib

rary
 of

 
Con

gre
ss 

Cata
login

g-in
-Pub

licat
ion Dala

 

Cl
ev

ela
nd

, 
Ohi

o 
441

14 
850 

Eu
cli

d 
Av

en
ue

 New 
Wo

rld
 

D
ic

tio
na

rie
s 

Dic
tion

ary
 

Ed
itor

ial 
Off

ice
s: Pre

ntic
e Hall 

is
 a 

reg
iste

red
 

trad
em

ark
 of

 

Pre
ntic

e-H
all, Inc. 

of
 

Sim
on 

&
 

Sch
ust

er, Inc.
 

WE
BST

ER
'S NEW

 

WO
RLD

 

DIC
TIO

NA
RY

 is
 a 

reg
iste

red
 

trade
m 

MA
CM

ILL
AN

 is
 a 

reg
iste

red
 

trad
em

ark
 of

 
Ma

cmi
llan

, Inc. 

A
 

W
ebs

ter
's New

 

Wo
rldT

M Boo
k 

in
 

wh
ole 

or
 

in
 

part
 in

 
any form

 

inc
lud

ing
 the righ
t of

 
rep

rod
uct

ion
 All 

rig
hts

 
res

erv
ed

 
Cop

yrig
ht 

©
 

1994
 by

 
Sim

on 

&
 

Sch
uste

r, Inc. 

New Yor
k, N

Y
 

100
23 

15
 

Co
lu

m
bu

s 
Ci

rcl
e 

A
 

Pre
nti

ce Hall
 

Ma
cm

illa
n 

Co
mp

any
 

Ma
cm

illa
n 

Ge
ner

al 
Re

fer
enc

e 



parallel printer A printer that receives information from the cormputer 

one character (letter, number, etc.) at a time through eight wires. 

Additional wires are used to exchange control signals. A parallel printer 

is designed to be connected to the computer's parallel port. 

parallel, processing (1) The technique by which all levels of a process 

are 
carried out simultaneously. Contrast with sERIAL PROCESSING. (2) A 

method ofprocessing that t can run only on a type of computer containing 

two Or more processors 

Consists of the breaking down of a problem into separate components so 

that the computer program and the computer can work on each compo-

nent simultaneously. 

running simultaneously. (3) A procedure that 

parallel 
processor A computer that is capable of performing multiple 

operations at t the same time. 

The process of projecting an image from the three 
parallel projecion 
imensional view volume onto the two-dímensional graphics display 

with parallel projectors. Objects at any distance from the eye point 

maintain thir apparent size under parallel projection. 

The process of running a new system or program parallel 
poralel run 

uith the old system to ensure a smooth transition and error-free conver 

sion. Same as parallel conversion. 

porallel storage device An AUXILIARY STORAGE DEVICE On which an entire 

byte or word is encoded in one operation. 

porallel transmission In DATA COMMUNICATIONS, a method of data trans 

fer in which all bits of a character are set simultaneously. Contrast with 
SERIAL TRANSMISSION. 

parameter (1) Any arbitrary constant, especially one characteristic or 
ven definitive of a given system. (2) A variable in an algebraic expres 
Sion that termporarily assumes the properties of a constant. For example, ny=mx + b, m and b are parameters if either is treated as a constant in a family of lines. 

AlUmeterized class In OBIECT-ORIENTED PROGRAMMING, a class that 
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