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communicate verb

com·​mu·​ni·​cate  kə-ˈmyü-nə-ˌkāt 

communicated; communicating
Synonyms of communicate

transitive verb

intransitive verb
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1 a : to convey knowledge of or information about : make known

b : to reveal by clear signs

communicate a story
She communicated her ideas to the group.

His fear communicated itself to his friends.
He communicated his dissatisfaction to the staff.

2 : to cause to pass from one to another
Some diseases are easily communicated.

3 archaic  : SHARE

1 : to transmit information, thought, or feeling so that it is satisfactorily received or
understood

two sides failing to communicate with each other
The computer communicates with peripheral equipment.

2 : to open into each other : CONNECT
The rooms communicate

Definition Synonyms Example Sentences Word History Entries Near Show More
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conduct convey

give impart

spread transfer

transfuse transmit

See all Synonyms & Antonyms in Thesaurus 

The rooms communicate.

3 : to receive Communion
Some Christians communicate in both elements, bread and wine.

 kə-ˌmyü-ni-kə-ˈtē   noun
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5/4/24, 4:53 PM Communicate Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
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Recent Examples on the Web

See all Example Sentences for communicate 

These examples are programmatically compiled from various online sources to illustrate current

usage of the word 'communicate.' Any opinions expressed in the examples do not represent those of

Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback about these examples.

He was asked to communicate the news to the rest of the people.

She communicated her ideas to the group.

The two computers are able to communicate directly with one another.

The pilot communicated with the airport just before the crash.

The company does not appear to have communicated with his office after November
2018, however.

Max Blaisdell, WIRED, 24 Apr. 2024

While the spacecraft was still receiving and executing commands from Earth, the FDS
was not communicating properly with a subsystem called the telemetry modulation unit
(TMU).

Will Sullivan, Smithsonian Magazine, 23 Apr. 2024

See More
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Etymology

Latin communicatus, past participle of communicare to impart, participate, from
communis common — more at MEAN

First Known Use

1529, in the meaning defined at transitive sense 1a

Time Traveler

The first known use of communicate was in 1529

See more words from the same year

communicant
communicate
communication

See More Nearby Entries 

Style MLA

“Communicate.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://ww
i b t /di ti / i t A d 4 M 2024
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communicate verb
com·​mu·​ni·​cate  kə-ˈmyü-nə-ˌkāt 

communicated; communicating

w.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/communicate. Accessed 4 May. 2024.

Copy Citation

1 a : to make known

b : to pass from one to another : TRANSMIT

communicate the news

communicate a disease

2 : to transmit information, thought, or feeling so that it is satisfactorily received or
understood

the pilot communicated with the airport

3 : to open into each other : CONNECT
the rooms communicate

 -ˌkāt-ər   noun
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communicate transitive verb
com·​mu·​ni·​cate  kə-ˈmyü-nə-ˌkāt 

communicated; communicating
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some diseases are easily communicated
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