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1083
present before a court. [1325-75; ME < L proponere to set forth, PRO-
POUND. See PROPOSE] | :

pro-po-hent (pro po/nant), n. 1. a person who puts forward a propost-
tion or proposal. 2. an advocate for or adherent of a cause or doctrine.
3. a person who propounds a legal instrument, as a will for probate.
[1580-90; < L proponent- (s. of proponéns). See PROPONE, -ENT]

pro-poretion (pre por/shen, -por/-), n., v., -tioned, -tion-ing. —1. 1.

compadrative relation between things or magnitudes as to size, quantity,

4 oy number, etc.; ratio. 2. proper relation between things or parts. 3. rela-

tive size or extent. 4. proportions, dimensions or size. 5. a portion or

part in its relation to the whole. 6. symmetry, harmony, or balance. 7. a
relation of four quantities such that the first divided by the second is
equal to the third divided by the fourth; the eql_xality of ratios. —v.t. 8. to
adjust in proper proportion or relation, as to size or quantity. 9. to bal-
ance or harmonize the proportions of. [1350-1400; ME proporc:o{u)n e
L proportid symimetry, analogy. See PRO-, PORTION] —prospor/tion-er,
n. —Syn. See SYMMETRY. W ¢
pro-por-tion-a-ble (pre por/sha na bal, -pér’-i){ adj. in proportion;
proportional. [1350-1400; ME < LL] —pro-!:or’tlon:-a-bly. adv. |
pro-por-tion-al (pre por/she ni, -por’/-), adj. 1. having due proportion;
corresponding. 2. being in or characterized by prODOTtIOI‘E.. 3. of, pertain-
ing to, or based on proportion; relative. 4. (of two quantities) having the
same or a constant ratio or relation. [1350-1400; ME < L] —prospor/-
tion-alZisty, n. —pro-por’/tion-al-ly, aav.

propor’/tional representa’tion, n. a method of voting by which po-
litical parties are given legislative representation in proportion to their
popular vote. [1865-70] }

pro-por-tion-ate (agj. pre por/sha nit, -por’/-; v. -nat’), adj., v., -at-ed,
-atsing. —adj. 1. proportioned; being in due proportion; proportional.
—v.t. 2. to make proportionate. [1350-1400; ME < LL] —prospor/tion.
ate-ly, adv.

pro-pos-al (pre po/zal), n. 1. the act of offering or suggesting some-
thing for acceptance, adoption, or performance. 2. a plan or scheme
proposed. 3. an offer of marriage. [1645-55] 1

pro-pose (pre poz’), v., -posed, -pos-ing. —v.¢{. 1. to offer for consider-
ation, acceptance, or action: proposed a new method. 2. to offer (a
toast). 3. to suggest. 4. to nominate (a person) for office, membership,
etc. 5. to plan; intend. —v.i. 6. to make an offer, esp. of marriage. 7. to
form or consider a purpose or design. [1300-50; ME < MF proposer
(see PRO-', POSE'), by assoc. with derivatives of L propositus, ptp. of pro-
ponere to set forth] —pro-pos’er, n. .

prope«o-si-tion (prop’/a zish’an), n., v., -tioned, -tionsing. —n. 1. the
act of proposing. 2. a plan or scheme proposed. 3. an offer of terms for
a transaction, as in business. 4. a thing, matter, or person considered as
something to be dealt with or encountered. a tough proposition. 5. any-
thing stated for discussion or illustration. 6. Logic. a statement in which
something is affirmed or denied, so that it can therefore be significantly
characterized as either true or false. 7. Math. a formal statement of ei-
ther a truth to be demonstrated or an operation to be performed; a the-
orem or a problem. 8. a proposal of usu. illicit sexual relations. —v.t. 9.
to propose sexual relations to. 10. to propose a plan, deal, etc., to.
[1300-50; ME < L propositio a setting forth, statement, der. (with -tio
-TIoN) of proponere to set forth] —prop’/o-si’tion-al, adj. —prop/o-si’-
tionsal-ly, adv. |

proposi‘tional cal/culus, n. SenTENTIAL cAaLcuLus. [1900-05]

proposi’tional func’/tion, n. SENTENTIAL FUNCTION. [1900-05]

pro-pos-i-tus (pro poz’/i tss), n., pl. -ti (-t/). 1. Law. the person from
whom a line of descent is derived. 2. Genetics. PROBAND. [1925-30; <
NL, n. use of ptp. of L proponere to set forth, PROPOUND]

pro-pound (pra pound’), v.t., -pound-ed, -pound-ing. to put fprward or
offer for consideration, acceptance, or adoption; set forth; propose: (O
propound a theory. [1545-55; later var. of ME propone (see PROPONE) <
L proponere to set forth = pro- pro-' + ponere to put, place, set. CI.
COMPOUND', EXPOUND] —pro-pound’/er, . !

pro-pox-ysphene (pro pok’/se fén/), n. a nonnarcotic analgesic,
C,,H,,NO,. [1950-55; PROP(IONATE) + OXY-? + (DI)PHEN(YL)]

Propr., proprietor. | :

Prosprae+tor or proepre-tor (pro pre’/tar), n. an officer who, having
served as praetor in ancient Rome, was sent to govern a province with
praetorial authority. [1570-80; < L propraetor; see PRO-', PRAETOR]

Pro-pran-o-lol (pro pran’a 16/, -lol’), n. a beta-blocking drug,
C,,H,NO,, used in the treatment of hypertension, angina pectoris, and
cardiac arrhythmias. [1960-65: PRO(PYL) + pr(op)anol an isomer of pro-
Pyl alcohol + -oL'] TRptA

Pro-pri-e-tar-y (pre pri/i ter’e), adj., n., pl. -tar-ies. —adj. 1. pertain-
g}g to, b_elongmg to, or being a proprietor. 2. pertaining to property or
wnership. 3. manufactured and sold only by the owner of the patent,
:Orarde}rrn?{l.s, etc.: proprietary mec!ic{qeg 4. privately owned anq operated
it e proprietary hospitals. —n. $, an owner or proprietor. 6. a
D0dy of proprietors. 7. ownership. Qa'SQme_;tﬁhinq*.wbwned,_ esp. real estate.
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| - - &V WA= draniee or owner of a proprietary col-
ony. [1400-50; late ME (n.) < ML proprietariius cwner o
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pProponent to prosecute

manners. 5. Obs. a property. 6. Obs. a peculiarity or iSti
: . 6. . characteristic of
sorr}ethmg. [1425-75; late ME propriete ownershig, something owlr(lzeg
gtr:% S [?ewn Ipaglt,lre (cf. var.hproprete PROPERTY) < MF propriétée < L pmpri:
culiarity, ownership = propri | -ela.
el g | p Propri(uis) PROPER + -etas, var., after
pPro-pri-o-cep-tion (pro/pré o sep’shan), n. perceptio
_ 1) n governed b
proprioceptors, as awareness of the position of opne's gody. ?lgosliel O] .
p:‘;;pl;li;g-:t?p-il:iwet_(profpré 9 sep/tiv), adj. pertaining to propriocep-
; imull acting upon them, or th ' initi
e, 11905 0] p € nerve impulses initiated by
Pro-pri-o-cep-tor (pro/pré s sep’tor), n. a sensorv nerve i
. , n. ending, lo-
Cated in a muscle, tendon, or the inner ear, that pror\}:ides a sense gf the
Eg:igg? of the body. [1905-10; < L propri(us) one’s own + -o- + (RE)-

p_rop’ root’/, n. an adventitious root that supports the plant, as the aer-
ial roots of the mangrove tree or of corn. [ 1900-05]

Prop+to-sis (prop to/sis), n. 1. the forward displacement of an organ.
2. EXOPHTHALMOS. [1670-80; < NL < GK proptosis a fall forward. See
PRO-, PTOSIS]

Pro-pul-sion (pre pul/shen), n. 1. the act of propelling. 2. the state of
being propelled. 3. a propelling force, impulse, etc. [1605-15; < L
propuls(us) (ptp. of propellere to PROPEL) + -ION] —pro-pul/sive (-siv) L
pro-pul’/so-ry, adj. ' |

prospyl (pro’pil), n. either of two univalent isomeric groups with the
formula C,H.. [1840-50; PROP(IONIC ACID) + -YL]

propsy-laesum (prop’s 1€/em), n., pl. -lae-a (-le/s). Often, propylaea.

a vestibule or entrance to a temple area or other enclosure, esp. when

elaborate or of architectural importance. [1700-10; < L < Gk propyl-

aion gateway, n. use of neut. of propylaios before the gate = pro- pro- |
+ pyl(€) gate + -aios adj. suffix] |

pro/pyl al/cohol, n. a colorless, water-soluble liquid, C.H,O, used
chiefly in organic synthesis and as a solvent. [1865-70]

pro-pyleene (pro’/ps lén/), n. a colorless, flammable gas, C,H,, of the
olefin series: used chiefly in organic synthesis. [1840-50] |

pro/pyvlene gly/col, n. a colorless, viscous, hygroscopic liquid, C;H,O,
used as a lubricant, an antifreeze, and a solvent. [1880-85]

pro/pylene ox’/ide, n. a colorless liquid epoxide, C.H,O, similar to
ethylene oxide: used mainly for making propylene glycol.

pro ra-ta (pro ra’ts, ra’-), adv. in proportion; according to a certain
rate. [1565-75; < ML] —pro-ra’ta, adj.

prosrate (pro rat/, pro/rat’), v., -rat-ed, -rat-ing. —v.£. 1. to divide, dis-
tribute, or calculate proportionately. —v.i. 2. to make an arrangement
on a basis of proportional distribution. [1855-60, Amer.; partial trans. of
PRO RATA] —pro-rat/a-ble, adj. —pro-ra’tion, 1.

prosrogue (pro rog’), v.t., -rogued, -ro-guing. 1. to discontinue a ses-
sion of (the British Parliament or a similar body). 2. to defer; postpone.
[1375-1425; late ME proroge < L.prorogare to prolong, defer = pro-
PRO-' + rogare to ask, propose] —pro’/ro-ga’tion (-rs ga’shan), n.

pros., 1. proscenium. 2. prosody.

prossasic (pro za’ik) also proesa’i-cal, adj. 1. commonplace or dull;
matter-of-fact; unimaginative: a prosaic mind. 2. of or like prose rather
than poetry. [1650-60; < LL prosaicus. See PROSE, -Ic] —pro-sa’is
cal-ly, adv. —pro-sa’ic-ness, 1.

proesa<ism (pro za’/iz. am) also pro-sa-i-cism (-2 siz’am), n. 1. pro-
saic character or style. 2. a prosaic expression. [1780-90; < F prosa-
Isme. See PROSAIC, -ISM]

pro-sa-teur (pro/zs tur/), n. a person who writes prose, esp. as a liveli-
hood. [1875-80; < F < It prosatore; see PROSE, -ATOR, -EUR]

Pros. Atty., prosecuting attorney. h

proesce-ni-um (pro sé/né am, pra-), n., pl. -ni-ums, -ni-a (-ne€ a). 1.
Also called prosce’nium arch’. the arch that separates a stage from the
auditorium. Abbr.: pros. 2. (formerly) the apron or, esp. in ancient thea-
ter, the stage itself. [1600-10; < L proscénium, proscaenium < Gk |
proskenion entrance to a tent, porch, stage (LGk: stage curtain) = pro-

PRO-%* + Sskén(€) (see SCENE) + -ion neut. n. suffix]

prossciut-to (pro shoo’to), n. salted ham that has been cured by dry- |
ing, sliced paper-thin for serving. [1935-40; < It prosciutto, earlier pres-
ciutto < VL *perexsiictus all dried up = L per- PER- + exsuctus lacking
juice, ptp. of exsiigere to suck out, draw moisture from = ex- Ex-' +
sugere to SUCK] | SR
pro-scribe (pro skrib’), v.t, -scribed, -scrib-ing. 1. to condemn (a
thing) as harmful or odious; prohibit. 2. to put outside legal protection;
outlaw. 3. to banish or exile. 4. (in ancient Rome) to announce the
name of (a person) as condemned to death and subject to confiscation
of property. [1375-1425; late ME < L proscribere to publish in writing,
confiscate, outlaw. See PRO-', PREscmBl;] —;‘Pro-slcn:)’er. n..b‘ A

.scripetion (pro skrip/shen), n. 1. the act of proscribing. <. the
p;toatzcgfp ;eing (groscribggl. 3. outlawry, interdiction, oOr th'b't'fm-
[1350-1400; ME proscripcioun < L proscriptié public notice of conﬁs:c?’—
tion or outlawry = proscrib(ere) to PROSCRIBE + -(i0 -TION] —Pro:SCrIp’=

' -tiv), adj. —pro-scrip/tive-ly, adv: | g
p:'l;:e( (pl)'fiz) Jn., adj., v.. prosed, pros:ing. —ii. 1. the ordinary fo::n;l 05
spoken or written language, withoul metrical structure, as distinguisne

from poetry or verse. 2. matter-of-fact, commonplace, or dull expres-

sion, quality, diSCOUTSE, etc. —adj. 3. of. in, or pertaining to prose. 4.

' ' —V.i. 6.
: saic. —v.t B. to turn into or express in |::rose. V.i.

fg "J?i}z"ggaéﬁ ?ﬁoa dull. matter-of-fact manner. [1300-50; Mfgsrg;u:

L prosa (oratio) lit., straighlforward (speech), tem. of pé'o?s, o fn'o—" +

co‘;tr. of proversus, pip: of provertere to turn forward = pro-. |
fgrfarede i i dissect (a cadaver or

¢ 5 sekt?), v.t., -sect-ed, -sect-ing. o |
p;grts)efg: a(r[:;?o?nicm) demonstration or to ejstablish thed'calésc?s (::; gae\?é?s;
[1885-90; back formation from prosector person wht)t 1226 s\ Gaddyere

< LL prb'.;ector — L prosec(are) to cut off (a body part) ( ;

+ -tor -Tor] —pro-sec’/tor, /. : S
Pros-e-cute] (prosli kyaot/), v., -cut-ed, -cut-ing. — V. 1. a.lo "‘;Sl;‘:
g ' - - = . <ol even; if, ice; ox, 1o, for, oil, ;
PRONUNCIATION KEY: e dare, part; set, €vei, \l, 1¢c. &
bGat, out; ﬂgf' :geiff”f gm q; shoe; thirl that; zh in trI'_iasu’rTe, ﬁ (:mi :;1 alone,
€ in item, i'in easily, o in gallop, u in circus;” N fire (i°r), hot :
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