Case 6§:22-0v-01138-KC Document 2

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Filed 10/28/22 Page 1of 1

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
: Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Western District of Texas, Waco Division on the following
[ Trademarks or [ Patents.  ( [ the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):
DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
6:22-cv-01136 10/28/2022 Western District of Texas, Waco Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT
CYBOENERGY, INC. ALTENERGY POWER SYSTEM USA, INC.
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1 US 8,786,133 7/22/2014 CYBOENERGY, INC.
2 US 9,331,489 5/3/2016 CYBOENERGY, INC.

3

4
5
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[ Amendment [J Answer [ Cross Bill [J Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1

2

3

4

5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director

Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 4—Case file copy

APsystems Ex. 1002

Altenergy Power Sys. v. CyboEnergy
IPR2024-00360

Page 00001



Case §:22-ov-00281-ADA  Document 7

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Filed 07/114/22 Pgge lofl

TO:

Mail Stop 8

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

REPORT ON THE
FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
TRADEMARK

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court
[ Patents.

[0 Trademarks or

WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, WACO DIVISION

on the following

( [ the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKET NO.
6:22-cv-00281

DATE FILED
3/16/2022

U.S. DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, WACO DIVISION

PLAINTIFF
CYBOENERGY, INC.

DEFENDANT
APTOS SOLAR TECHNOLOGY, LLC

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1 U8 8,786,133 712212014 CYBOENERGY, INC.
2 US 9,331,489 5/3/2016 CYBOENERGY, INC.

4
5
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[0 Amendment [ Answer [ Cross Bill [1 Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT . PN . =
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1

2

3

4

5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

7/11/2022 - Plaintiff's Stipulation of Dismissal - Doc #6

CLERK
Philip J. Devlin

BY)

DATE
July 11,2022

PUTY CLERK

¥ b SAN

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director

Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 4—Case file copy

IPR2024-00360 Page 00002



Case §:22-ov-00281-ADA  Document 3

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Filed 03/16/22

REPORT ON THE

TO: Mail Stop 8
’ Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, WACO DIVISION on the following
[ Trademarks or [ Patents. ( [] the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):
DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
6:22-cv-00281 3/16/2022 WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, WACO DIVISION
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT
CYBOENERGY, INC. APTOS SOLAR TECHNOLOGY, LLC
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1 US 8,786,133 7/22/2014 CYBOENERGY, INC.

2 US 9,331,489

5/3/2016

CYBOENERGY, INC.

3

4
5
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[0 Amendment [0 Answer [ Cross Bill [J Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1

2

3

4

5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director

Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 4—Case file copy

IPR2024-00360 Page 00003



Case §:22-ov-00281-ADA  Document 3

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Filed 03/16/22

REPORT ON THE

TO: Mail Stop 8
’ Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, WACO DIVISION on the following
[ Trademarks or [ Patents. ( [] the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):
DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
6:22-cv-00281 3/16/2022 WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS, WACO DIVISION
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT
CYBOENERGY, INC. APTOS SOLAR TECHNOLOGY, LLC
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1 US 8,786,133 7/22/2014 CYBOENERGY, INC.

2 US 9,331,489

5/3/2016

CYBOENERGY, INC.

3

4
5
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[0 Amendment [0 Answer [ Cross Bill [J Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1

2

3

4

5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director

Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 4—Case file copy

IPR2024-00360 Page 00004



Case 2:21-ov-08216-CAS-ADS  Document 4 Filed 10/15/21 Page 1 of L Page 1D #69

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
’ Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Central District of California on the following

[ Trademarks or [MPatents. ( [] the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:21-cv-8216 10/15/2021 Central District of California

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

CYBOENERGY, INC. SENSATA TECHNOLOGIES HOLDINGS, PLC.

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1 U.S. 8,786,133 7/22/2014 CYBOENERGY, INC

2 U.S. 9,331,489 5/3/2016 CYBOENERGY, INC

3

4

5

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
] Amendment [ Answer [ Cross Bill [ Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
1
2
3
4
5

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy

IPR2024-00360 Page 00005



$2N % UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
12/837,162 07/22/2014 8786133 350809-000003 3679
47604 7590 07/02/2014
DLA PIPER LLP US
P. 0. BOX 2758

RESTON, VA 20195

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 693 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will
include an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site hitp://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

George Shu-Xing CHENG, Folsom, CA;
Steven L. Mulkey, Cameron Park, CA;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)

IPR2024-00360 Page 00006



Receipt date: 07/11/2011 12837162 - GAU: 2836

PTO/SB/08a (08-03)

Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

| Complete if Known |
‘ [pplication Number ((12/837,162
|Filing Date Yuly 15, 2010

Substitute for form 1449A/PTO

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

|
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT = : '
First Named Inventor|[George Shu-Xing Cheng |
(Use as many sheets as necessary) ]2838 I
I I | Ill | I [Examiner Name IUnknown |
Attorney Docket
' Numbe —[850809-000003 |
I I I Il i ]
I I | U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
| 1l I Il Il
P Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines, Where
[Exeminer iniais” || __Cite No. | Document Number | Pubtcation Date ™ icant ot Cited || R fevent Passages or Ralevart
Document Figures Appear
US -2003/7369 1/9/2003 Gilbreth
R o, US -2009-160258 6/25/2009 James Allen
Chayigetsapphied US -2009-159113 6/25/2009 __||lkeiji_Morimoto
to ddicument, US -2008-111517 5/15/2008 Pfeifer
C A US -2004-264225 12/30/2004 Bhavaraju
il US -2001-52704 12/20/2001 Bosley
5/15( 2014 US -2001/52704 12/20/2001 Bosley
US -2002/73713 6/20/2002 Mackay
US -2002/99476 7/25/2002 Hamrin
US -2002/166324 11/14/2002 Willis
US -2004/103669 6/3/2004 Willis
US -2004/119291 : 6/24/2004 Hamrin
US -2004/135436 7/15/2004 Gilbreth
US -5,903,116 5/11/1999 GEIS
US -6,031,294 2/29/2000 GEIS
US -6,192,668 2/27/2001 MACKAY
US -6,265,786 7/24/2001 BOSLEY
US -6,325,142 12/4/2001 BOSLEY
US -6,381,944 5/7/2002 ||Mackay
US -6,487,096 11/26/2002 ”GILBRETH
US -6,495,929 12/17/2002 [|Bos|ey
US -6,612,112 9/2/2003 ||Gilbreth
US 6,784,565 8/31/2004 ”Wall
US -6,870,279 3/22/2005 [Gilbreth
US -6,958,550 10/25/2005  [[Gilbreth
US -6,960,840 11/1/2005 [willis
US -2008/111517 5/15/2008 ||Pfeifer
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Examiner Cite No.' Foreign Patent Document | TName of Patentee or_|[[Pages, Columns,
it Publication Date I@gzﬂﬁgﬁf fChed Tl;'!i;\;i,a\:]\(here
| Country Code™ Number® Kind Code” (if MM-DD-YYYY Passages or F__ ]
known}) | K::)e;nt Figures
I

EASTWS128856.1 ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.C/

IPR2024-00360 Page 00007



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
apé)ropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certiﬁcate cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) apers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
Eave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
47604 7550 04/04/2014 I hereby certify that this Fee(s[:) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
DLA PIPER LLP US States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
P. 0. BOX 2758 addressed to the Mail Stog ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile
- transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

RESTON, VA 20195

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO.
12/837,162 07/15/2010 George Shu-Xing CHENG 350809-000003 3679
TITLE OF INVENTION: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS
I APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUEFEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional SMALL $480 $0 $0 $480 07/07/2014
I EXAMINER | ART UNIT I CLASS-SUBCLASS |
CAVALLARI, DANIEL J 2836 307-082000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list .
CFR 1.363). 1 DLA Piper LLP (US)

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
[ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,

Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. . . . 2
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a

[ "Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to

PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3

Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
CyboEnergy, Inc. Rancho Cordova, CA

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual Corporation or other private group entity [ Government
4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)

X Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.

[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) X Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

[ Advance Order - # of Copies Q The Director is hereby authorized to charge the reauired fee(s), any deficiency, or credits any

overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 50-3266 (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) (if necessal'}’)

| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue

fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

(| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature /Dale S. Lazar/ Date June9,2014
Typed or printed name Dale S. Lazar Registration No. 28,872
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (10-13) Approved for use through 10/31/2013. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

IPR2024-00360 Page 00008



Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 12837162

Filing Date: 15-Jul-2010

Title of Invention: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: George Shu-Xing CHENG

Filer: Dale S. Lazar/Ava M. Dixon

Attorney Docket Number: 350809-000003

Filed as Small Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suz-s'l's(tsa)l in

Basic Filing:
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Utility Appl Issue Fee 2501 1 480 480

Extension-of-Time:

IPR2024-00360 Page 00009



o . Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 480

IPR2024-00360 Page 00010



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 19244409
Application Number: 12837162
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 3679

Title of Invention:

SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

George Shu-Xing CHENG

Customer Number:

47604

Filer:

Dale S. Lazar/Margaret Filipowicz

Filer Authorized By:

Dale S. Lazar

Attorney Docket Number: 350809-000003
Receipt Date: 09-JUN-2014
Filing Date: 15-JUL-2010
Time Stamp: 16:47:40

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment

yes

Payment Type

Credit Card

Payment was successfully received in RAM

$480

RAM confirmation Number

3592

Deposit Account

Authorized User

File Listing:

Document

Number Document Description

File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages

File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)

IPR2024-00360 Page 00011



1549233
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) 350809-000003_IssueFee.pdf no 1

6d71f0fc0a96d71eb91b23c6ff7f40766cal4

Warnings:

Information:

30794
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
666b26¢436131a94d0128a1ab735e2d8c81
Tefch
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes):I 1580027

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.

IPR2024-00360 Page 00012



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.“SP[O.gOV

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

| EXAMINER |
47604 7590 04/04/2014
DLA PIPER LLP US CAVALLARI, DANIEL T
P. 0. BOX 2758
RESTON, VA 20195 l ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
2836
DATE MAILED: 04/04/2014
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO.
12/837,162 07/15/2010 George Shu-Xing CHENG 350809-000003 3679

TITLE OF INVENTION: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional SMALL $480 $0 30 $480 07/07/2014

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 3
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)

IPR2024-00360 Page 00013



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where

é)ropuate All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as

icated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
malntenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certlﬁcate cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) apers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
Eave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
47604 7590 04/04/2014 I hereby certify that this Fee(s f) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
DLA PIPER LLP US States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
P. 0. BOX 2758 addressed to the Mail Stog ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile
- transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

RESTON, VA 20195

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
12/837,162 07/15/2010 George Shu-Xing CHENG 350809-000003 3679
TITLE OF INVENTION: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS
I APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUEFEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional SMALL $480 $0 $0 $480 07/07/2014
I EXAMINER | ART UNIT I CLASS-SUBCLASS |
CAVALLARI, DANIEL J 2836 307-082000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). 1
(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
(| Chan%e of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. . 2
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

hd

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual [ Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
[ Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
[ Advance Order - # of Copies (I The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

(| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro

entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date
Typed or printed name Registration No.
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (10-13) Approved for use through 10/31/2013. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.“SP[O.gOV

I APPLICATION NO. I FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
12/837,162 07/15/2010 George Shu-Xing CHENG 350809-000003 3679
| EXAMINER |
47604 7590 04/04/2014
DLA PIPER LLP US CAVALLARI, DANIEL T
P. 0. BOX 2758
RESTON, VA 20195 l ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |

2836

DATE MAILED: 04/04/2014

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 483 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 483 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)

IPR2024-00360 Page 00015



OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
12/837,162 CHENG ET AL.
; HH i i AlA (First Inventor to
Notice of Allowability gﬁ\lTéTéAVALLARl Qe?ag m File) Status
No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. X] This communication is responsive to 2/11/2014.

Oa declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on .

2. [J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-12 and 21-32. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent
Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information,
please see hitp://www.Lisplo.gov/patents/init events/pph/index.jsg or send an inquiry to PPHiredhack@usplo.aov .

4. [7] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)[J Al b)[JSome *c)[] None of the:
1. [ Cetrtified copies of the priotity documents have been received.
2. [[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ___
3. [J Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: __

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. ] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

[ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front {not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. X Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [X] Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. [ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. [X] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date

3. [ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [] Other .

of Biological Material
4. [] Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

/DANIEL CAVALLARI/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2836

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20140331
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Application/Control Number: 12/837,162 Page 2
Art Unit: 2836

The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent provisions.
DETAILED ACTION
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e)
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to

37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 2/11/2014 has been entered.
Election/Restrictions
This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 13-20
directed to claims non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 13-20 have been

CANCELLED.

Allowable Subject Matter

Claims 1-12 and 21-32 are allowed.

The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance:

Claims 1-12, 24, and 25 are allowed as indicated in the Previous Office Action of

11/27/2013.

IPR2024-00360 Page 00018



Application/Control Number: 12/837,162 Page 3
Art Unit: 2836

Claims 26-32 in the application are deemed to be directed to an nonobvious improvement
over the prior art of record, particularly Erickson, JR. et al. US 2012/0025618; Stren US
2010/0237703; Dennis et al. US 2011/0273022; Rotzoll et al. US 2008/0283118; and Bower et
al. US 2003/0111103 teach systems for providing AC power to a grid from a plurality of
sources/converters.

The primary reason for allowance of the claims is the inclusion of the particular port
configuration further comprising both an AC input port coupled to the single DC-AC inverter

and the AC output port coupled to the single DC-AC inverter.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for

Allowance.”

Conclusion
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Daniel Cavallari whose telephone number is 571-272-8541. The
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10:00am-6:30pm.
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Jared Fureman can be reached at (571)272-2391. The fax phone number for the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 12/837,162 Page 4
Art Unit: 2836

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.
/Daniel Cavallari/

PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER
ART UNIT 2836
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
o
Notice of References Cited _ .
Examiner Art Unit
DANIEL CAVALLARI 2836 Page 1 of 1
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
> oounts%iﬂﬂiﬁtm'ﬁﬁmf; Code MM??(T\E(EYY Name Classification
* | A | us-2008/0283118 11-2008 Rotzoll et al. 136/251
* | B | US-2011/0273022 11-2011 Dennis et al. 307/72
* | ¢ | US-2010/0237703 09-2010 Stern, Michael Joseph 307/77
* [ p | US-2012/0025618 02-2012 Erickson et al. 307/77
* | e | US-2003/0111103 06-2003 Bower et al. 136/244
F | US-
G | US-
H | US-
I us-
J | US-
K | US-
L | US-
M | US-
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
* County Codeumberkind Code. | MVAYYY Country Name Classification
N
(e}
P
Q
R
S
T
NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS
* Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)
U
A
w
X
*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20140331
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Receipt date: 04/17/2013 12837162 - GA: 2836

Approved for use thmug'n 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Cffice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persens are required to respond to & collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Substitute for form 1449A/PTO Complete if Known
» Application Number |12/837 182
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE E—— Iy 155010
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT : ’ ;
First Named tnventor | George Shu-Xing Cheng
{Use as many sheels as necessary) Art Unit 28 36
Exariner Name Daniel J. Cavalian
Attarney Docket
Attorney 350808-000003
U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
o Publication Date Name of Patentee of Pages, Columns, Lines, Where
Examiner Initials* Cite No. %&ﬁf&gg‘;‘;er MU M"’;SO\';Y\?: Applicant of Cited Relevant Passages of Relevant
) ) o Document Figures Appear
US -2011/0012430 1720/ 11 Cheng
Ug -2010/0202177 8/12/10 Kajouke
Us -2008/0000654 1/1/2009 Rotzoll
Us -
Us -
Us -
Us -
Us -
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Examiner Cite No” Forsign Patent Document Name of Patentee or Pages; Columns,
Initials* Applicant of Cited Lines, Where
Publication Date Document Relevant T
Country Coge™ Number' Kind Code™ (if MMDD-YYYY Passages oF
known) Relevant Figures
Appear
NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS
Exam&ger Cite |include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), tile of the article (when appropriate), tile of the item (book, ,
initials 1 |magazine, joumnal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number{s), publisher, city and/or | T
No. country where published.
international Search Report and Written Opinion issued in PCT/US2012/041923 on
January 17, 2013
image file Wrapper of related U.S. Application 13/397 407 electronically captured on April
17, 2013
S j Dani i R
ST;::QE& {Daniel Cavallary Date Considered E 03312014

-EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not gitation is in conformance with MPEP 609, Draw fine through citation if notin conformance and not considered.
include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

EASTSS612214.1

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.C/
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | |,g571¢0 CHENG ET AL

DANIEL CAVALLARI 2836
CPC
Symbol Type Version
CPC Combination Sets
Symbol Type Set Ranking Version
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:
24

(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/DANIEL CAVALLARI/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 2836 04/01/2014 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 6

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20140331

IPR2024-00360 Page 00023




Issue Classification

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

12837162 CHENG ET AL.
DANIEL CAVALLARI 2836
US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
CLASS SUBCLASS CLAIMED NON-CLAIMED
307 82 H|o J 1/00 (2006.01.01)
CROSS REFERENCE(S)
CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
24
(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/DANIEL CAVALLARI/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 2836 04/01/2014 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 6

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20140331
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | |,g571¢0 CHENG ET AL
DANIEL CAVALLARI 2836
O Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant O CPA O T.n. O R.1.47
Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original
1 1 17
2 2 18
3 3 19
4 4 20
5 5 15 21
6 6 16 22
7 7 17 23
8 8 13 24
9 9 14 25
10 10 19 26
ih! 11 20 27
12 12 21 28
13 22 29
14 23 30
15 18 31
16 24 32
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
24
(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/DANIEL CAVALLARI/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 2836 04/01/2014 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 6

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20140331
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EAST Search History

EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

Ref {{Hits {{Search Query DBs Default iiPlurals {iTime
# Operator Stamp
L1 #1179 §(307/82).CCLS. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2014/04/01
USPAT; 11:56
USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB
S1 {70  i("20020073713" | "20040264225" | US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2013/06/02
"20080111517" | "5903116" | "6325142" | {USPAT,; 14:53
"6381944" | "20100202177" | USOCR;
"20110012430" | "6360131" | FPRS;
"20020166324" | "6958550" | EPO; JPO;
"20020099476" | "6192668" | "6265786" | §DERWENT,;
"6495929" | "20010052704" | IBM_TDB
"20040103669" | "6487096" | "6960840" |
"6556980" | "20090159113" | "6612112" |
"20090000654" | "7016743" |
"20040119291" | "20090160258" |
"6031294" | "6055524" | "7152052" |
"7415446" | "20030007369" | "6784565" |
"6870279" | "6684112" | "6684115" |
"7142626" | "20040135436").PN.
S2 40 S1 and (daiseychain daisey$chain) US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2013/06/02
USPAT; 14:54
USOCR,;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB
S3 {0 S1 and (daisychain daisy$chain) US-PGPUB; {{OR ON 2013/06/02
USPAT; 14:54
USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
|BVI_TDB
S5 {1791 i(inverter converter) and (daisychain US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2013/06/02
daisy$chain) USPAT; 14:55
USOCR,;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBVI_TDB
S6 {132 ii(inverter converter) same (daisychain US-PGPUB;$OR ON 2013/06/02
daisy$chain) USPAT; 15:00
USOCR,;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB
1S7 {857 307/82.cdls. {US-PGPUB; {OR ION  2013/06/02}

file:///C|/Users/dcavallari/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/12837162/EASTSearchHistory.12837162_AccessibleVersion.htm[4/1/2014 11:57:25 AM]

IPR2024-00360 Page 00026



EAST Search History

USPAT; 16:09
USOCR;
FPRS;

EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

8 2 "09275637" US-PGPUB;OR ON 2014/01/07
USPAT; 15:11
USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPG;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

39 118425 {("DCG/AC' "DC-AC' DCSAC invert$4) with US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2014/01/11
(daisychain daisy$chain Cascad$4) USPAT; 16:08
USOCR,;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S$10 {1803 j@rlad<"20090716" and ("DG/AC" "DG-AC" {US-PGPUB;OR ON 2014/01/11
DCS$AC invert$4) with (daisychain USPAT; 23:29
daisy$chain Cascad$4) USQOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S11 96 S$10 and ("307"/$.ccls. "323"/$.ccls. US-PGPUB;§OR ON 2014/01/11
"363"/$.ccls.) USPAT; 23:30
USCCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPG;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S12 11286 i{(solar photo$voltaic photovoltaic) and US-PGPUB; §OR ON 2014/01/11
@rlad<"20090716" and ("DC/AC" "DC-AC" {USPAT; 23:37
DCSAC invert$4) same (module modular) §USCOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S13 {378 i(solar photo$voltaic photovoltaic) and US-PGPUB; §OR ON 2014/01/12
@rlad<"20090716" and ("DCG/AC" "DC-AC" JUSPAT; 12:13
DCS$AC invert$4) and "AC" with bus USCCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S14 143 (solar photo$voltaic photovoltaic) and US-PGPUB;iOR ON 2014/01/12
@rlad<"20090716" and ("DG/AC" "DC-AC' {USPAT; 12:20
DC$AC invert$4) and "AC" with common  {USOCR;
with bus FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S15 {145 {(solar photo$voltaic photovoltaic) and US-PGPUB;:iOR ON 2014/01/12
@rlad<"20090716" and ("DC/AC" "DG-AC" JUSPAT; 12:23
DC$AC invert$4) with Synchroniz$4 USOCR,;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
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N HIBM_TDB | | |

S16 2 ("20080283118").PN. US-PGPUB;OR OFF 2014/01/12
USPAT; 12:32
USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S$18 {892 i@rlad<"20090716" and (inverter "DC AC' {US-PGPUB;;jOR OFF 2014/03/31
DC$AC) and DC near3 (bus common) and {USPAT; 14:57

AC near3 (bus common) USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S$19 17505 {@rlad<"20090716" and (inverter "DC AC" {US-PGPUB;{OR OFF 2014/03/31
DC3$AC) and (cascad$4 daisy$chain "daisy {USPAT; 15:13
chain") USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S20 {12813 jj@rlad<"20090716" and (inverter "DC AC" {US-PGPUB;{OR OFF 2014/03/31
DCS$AC) same2 (cascad$4 daisy$chain USPAT; 15:14
"daisy chain") USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

$21 223 {{S20 and ("307"/$.ccls. "700"/$.ccls. US-PGPUB;{OR OFF 2014/03/31
"323"/$.ccls. "363"/$.ccls.) USPAT; 15:51
USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
|IBM_TDB

S22 4 ("20060162772" | "20090207543" | US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2014/03/31
"20090293864").PN. OR USPAT; 15:58
("8344548") .URPN. USOCR

S23 1304 {j@rlad<"20090716" and (solar solar$cell US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2014/03/31
solar$panel photo$voltaic photovoltaic) andijUSPAT; 16:03
(cascad$4 daisy$chain "daisy chain") and {USOCR,;
("307"/$.ccls. "700"/$.ccls. "323"/$.ccls. FPRS;
"363"/$.ccls.) EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
|BM_TDB

S24 11230 iS23 not S21 US-PGPUB;:OR OFF 2014/03/31
USPAT; 16:03
USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPG;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

S25 1134 iiS24 not (kesler shatz) US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2014/03/31
USPAT; 16:04
USOCR;
FPRS;
EPO; JPO;
DERWENT;
IBM_TDB

file:///C|/Users/dcavallari/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/12837162/EASTSearchHistory.12837162_AccessibleVersion.htm[4/1/2014 11:57:25 AM]
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REQUEST Application Number 12/837,162
FOR "
CONTINUED EXAMINATION | FlingDare July 15, 2010
(RCE) TRANSMITTAL First Named Inventor George Shu-Xing Cheng
Address to: Art Unit 2836
Mail Stop RCE
Commissioner of Patents Examiner Name Daniel J. Cavallari
P.0. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 Attorney Docket Number | 350809-000003

This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application.
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8,
1995, or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2.

Submission required under 37 CFR 1.114 Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered
amendments and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order in which they
were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish to have any previously
filed unentered amendment(s) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such amendment(s).

X Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office
action may be considered as a submission even if this box is not checked.

Xl Consider the arguments in the Amendment previously filed on January 8, 2014

[CJother

[CJEnclosed
[J Amendment/Reply iy [ Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
[ Affidavit(s)/Declarations iy (] Other

Miscellaneous

[ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a period
of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(i)
required)

[ other
Fees The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed.

[] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, any underpayment of fees, or credit any
overpayments, to Deposit Account No. 18-2284. | have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet.

[] RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(e)
[] Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.136 and 1.17)
[ other

[J Check in the amount of enclosed

X Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 enclosed)

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide
credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT, REQUIRED

Signature /Dale S. Lazar/ Date February 11, 2014

Name (Print/Type) Dale S. Lazar Registration No. | 28,872

EAST\69630458.1
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 12837162

Filing Date: 15-Jul-2010

Title of Invention: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: George Shu-Xing CHENG

Filer: Dale S. Lazar/Ava M. Dixon

Attorney Docket Number: 350809-000003

Filed as Small Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sut’,-s'l's(tsa)l in
Basic Filing:
Pages:
Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount SUB'ST;(tsa)l in
Miscellaneous:
Request for Continued Examination 2801 1 600 600
Total in USD ($) 600
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 18173852
Application Number: 12837162
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 3679

Title of Invention:

SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

George Shu-Xing CHENG

Customer Number:

47604

Filer:

Dale S. Lazar/Ava M. Dixon

Filer Authorized By:

Dale S. Lazar

Attorney Docket Number: 350809-000003
Receipt Date: 11-FEB-2014
Filing Date: 15-JUL-2010
Time Stamp: 19:03:56

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment

yes

Payment Type

Credit Card

Payment was successfully received in RAM

$600

RAM confirmation Number

5189

Deposit Account

Authorized User

File Listing:

Document

Number Document Description

File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages

File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
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. . . 125739
] Request forCorztngg)ed Examination 350809-000003_RCE.pdf o ]
8f14e9d6c419a3dfa8al3abb06b213b1015
acdce
Warnings:
This is not a USPTO supplied RCE SB30 form.
Information:
30642
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
abe89b17794cf3412999b76 1ba53b1fae3c
3a851
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes){ 156381

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PTO/SB/06 (09-11)

Approved for use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD
Substitute for Form PTO-875

Application or Docket Number

12/837,162

Filing Date
07/15/2010 | [ To be Mailed

ENTITY: [ LARGE [X] sMALL []MICRO

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART |

(Column 1) (Column 2)
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)
—
L1 sasic Fee N/A N/A N/A
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c))
D SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A
(37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m))
[J EXaMINATION FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) N/A N/A N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS ) .
(87 CFR 1.16()) minus 20 = X3 =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ) .
(87 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = X3 =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
n of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
A;%{_g’ﬂ?': SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
¢ 16(s) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
] MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
— 02/11/2014 | srrer PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
s e [wel- o 40 0
4 IEET vinus | -7 - 0 x 5210~ 0
pplication Size Fee (37 1.16(s
<§t|:|A|"S‘F(CFR (s)
|:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT GLAIM (37 GFR 1.16()))
TOTAL ADD’L FEE 0
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
AFTER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
— AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Z || Total a7 cFR B ; o
Gl i 37 Minus = X $ =
Ind dent N 1 ex
= | e, Minus . Xs -
E I:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
=
< D FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT GCLAIM (37 GFR 1.16()))

*# If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

TOTAL ADD’L FEE

LIE

/VICTORIA BROWN/

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to

process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,

preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you

require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.

Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS

ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.USpto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
12/837,162 07/15/2010 George Shu-Xing CHENG 350809-000003 3679
47604 7590 01/27/2014 | |
EXAMINER
DLA PIPER LLP US
P. 0. BOX 2758 CAVALLARI, DANIEL J
RESTON, VA 20195
| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
2836
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
01/27/2014 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

PatentProsecutionRes @dlapiper.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
Address : COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

APPLICATION NO./ FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR / ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.
CONTROL NO. PATENT IN REEXAMINATION
12/837,162 15 July, 2010 CHENG ET AL. 350809-000003
EXAMINER

DLA PIPER LLP US
P. 0. BOX 2758
RESTON, VA 20195

DANIEL CAVALLARI

ART UNIT PAPER
2836 20140120
DATE MAILED:

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or

proceeding.

Commissioner for Patents

Applicant’s request for entry into AFCP 2.0 is acknowledged, but is denied because the response cannot be reviewed and a search
conducted in the limited amount of time authrorized for this pilot program. Therefore, the response is being reviewed under pre-pilot

practice.

Particularly, proposed amendments to claim 26 fail to recite features previously deemed to be novel, such as the “daisy chain”
configuration and therefore require a more detailed search.

/DANIEL CAVALLARI/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2836

PTO-90C (Rev.04-03)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
Advisory Action 12/837,162 CHENG ET AL.
Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief |Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File) Status
DANIEL CAVALLARI 2836 No

--The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

THE REPLY FILED 08 January 2014 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE.
NO NOTICE OF APPEAL FILED
1. [ The reply was filed after a final rejection. No Notice of Appeal has been filed. To avoid abandonment of this application, applicant must timely file
one of the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which places the application in condition for allowance;
(2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31; or (3) a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with
37 CFR 1.114 if this is a utility or plant application. Note that RCEs are not permitted in design applications. The reply must be filed within one of
the following time periods:
a) O The period for reply expires months from the mailing date of the final rejection.
b) |Z The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action; or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later.
In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection.
c) [:l A prior Advisory Action was mailed more than 3 months after the mailing date of the final rejection in response to a first after-final reply filed
within 2 months of the mailing date of the final rejection. The current period for reply expires months from the mailing date of
the prior Advisory Action or SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection, whichever is earlier.
Examiner Note: If box 1 is checked, check either box (a), (b) or (c). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THIS ADVISORY ACTION IS THE
FIRST RESPONSE TO APPLICANT'S FIRST AFTER-FINAL REPLY WHICH WAS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL
REJECTION. ONLY CHECK BOX (c) IN THE LIMITED SITUATION SET FORTH UNDER BOX (c). See MPEP 706.07(f).
Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate
extension fee have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The
appropriate extension fee under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally
set in the final Office action; or (2) as set forth in (b) or (c) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the
mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).
NOTICE OF APPEAL
2. |:| The Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41.37 must be filed within two months of the date of filing the
Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41.37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41.37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since a Notice of
Appeal has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41.37(a).
AMENDMENTS
3. The proposed amendments filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be entered because
a) X They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below);
b) O They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below);
c) O They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for
appeal; and/or
d) O They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims.
NOTE: . (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)).
4.[] The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324).
5. D Applicant’s reply has overcome the following rejection(s):
6. Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the non-
allowable claim(s).

7. D For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): (a) [] will not be entered, or (b) [] will be entered, and an explanation of how the
new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended.

AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE

8. |:| A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

9. [0 The affidavit or other evidence filed after final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will not be entered because
applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other evidence is necessary and was not earlier
presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e).

10. [ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing the Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be entered
because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome all rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a showing of good
and sufficient reasons why it is hecessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41.33(d)(1).

11. [J The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry is below or attached.

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER

12. X] The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because:

See Contihuation Sheet.
13. [ Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08) Paper No(s).
14. [J Other: .
STATUS OF CLAIMS
15. The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows:
Claim(s) allowed: 1-12,24 and 25.
Claim(s) objected to: .
Claim(s) rejected: 21-23 and 26-30.
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration:

/DANIEL CAVALLARI/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2836

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-303 (Rev. 08-2013) Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief Part of Paper No. 20140120
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-303) Application No. 12/837,162

Continuation of 11. does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: Further search is required (noting denial of entry
into AFCP because the response cannpt be reviewed and a search conducted in the limited amount of time authorized for this pilot
program, see PTO-90).
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Doc Code: A.NE.AFCP
Document Description: After Final Consideration Pilot Program Request

PTO/SB/434 (05-13)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER THE
AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT PROGRAM 2.0

Practitioner Docket No.: Application No.: Filing Date:
350809-000003 12/837,162 July 15,2010
First Named Inventor: Title:

George Shu-Xing CHENG|SMART AND SCALEABLE POWER INVERTERS

APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS CONSIDERATION UNDER THE AFTER FINAL CONSIDERATION PILOT
PROGRAM 2.0 (AFCP 2.0) OF THE ACCOMPANYING RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.116.

1. The above-identified application is (i) an original utility, plant, or design nonprovisional application filed under
35 U.S.C. 111(a) [a continuing application (e.g., a continuation or divisional application) is filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a) and is
eligible under (i}], or (ii) an international application that has entered the national stage in compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371(c).

2. The above-identified application contains an outstanding final rejection.

3. Submitted herewith is a response under 37 CFR 1.116 to the outstanding final rejection. The response includes an
amendment to at least one independent claim, and the amendment does not broaden the scope of the independent claim in
any aspect.

4, This certification and request for consideration under AFCP 2.0 is the only AFCP 2.0 certification and request filed in
response to the outstanding final rejection.

5. Applicant is willing and available to participate in any interview requested by the examiner concerning the present response.

6. This certification and request is being filed electronically using the Office’s electronic filing system (EFS-Web).

7. Any fees that would be necessary consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 37 CFR

1.116, e.g., extension of time fees, are being concurrently filed herewith. [There is no additional fee required to request
consideration under AFCP 2.0.]

8. By filing this certification and request, applicant acknowledges the following:

. Reissue applications and reexamination proceedings are not eligible to participate in AFCP 2.0.
e The examiner will verify that the AFCP 2.0 submission is compliant, i.e., that the requirements of the program have been met
(see items 1 to 7 above). For compliant submissions:

o The examiner will review the response under 37 CFR 1.116 to determine if additional search and/or consideration
(i) is necessitated by the amendment and (ii) could be completed within the time allotted under AFCP 2.0. If
additional search and/or consideration is required but cannot be completed within the allotted time, the examiner
will process the submission consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under
37 CFR 1.116, e.g., by mailing an advisory action.

o If the examiner determines that the amendment does not necessitate additional search and/or consideration, or if
the examiner determines that additional search and/or consideration is required and could be completed within
the allotted time, then the examiner will consider whether the amendment places the application in condition for
allowance (after completing the additional search and/or consideration, if required). If the examiner determines
that the amendment does not place the application in condition for allowance, then the examiner will contact the
applicant and request an interview.

. The interview will be conducted by the examiner, and if the examiner does not have negotiation
authority, a primary examiner and/or supervisory patent examiner will also participate.

. If the applicant declines the interview, or if the interview cannot be scheduled within ten (10) calendar
days from the date that the examiner first contacts the applicant, then the examiner will proceed
consistent with current practice concerning responses after final rejection under 37 CFR 1.116.

Signature Date
/Dale S. Lazar/ January 8, 2014
Name Practitioner
(Print/Typed) Registration No.
Dale S. Lazar 28872

Note: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. Submit multiple
forms if more than one signature is required, see below*.

IT_I * Total of 1 forms are submitted.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination
of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in
the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that
agency’s responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs,
under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the
GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine
use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the
proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an
application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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DOCKET NO. 350809-000003 PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In Re Application of: George Shu-Xing CHENG Conf. No.: 3679
Application No. 12/837,162 Group Art Unit: 2836

Filed: July 15, 2010 Examiner: Daniel J. Cavallari
For: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

AFTER FINAL AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.116

Commissioner for Patents January 8, 2014
PO Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:
This is in response to the Final Office Action dated November 27, 2013, and having a
period for response set to expire on February 27, 2014.

The following amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted. Reconsideration of

the claims is respectfully requested.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 15 of this paper.
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Amendments to the Claims:

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the
application. Currently amended claims are shown with additions underlined and deletions in
strikethroughtext except double brackets may be placed before and after the deleted characters

to show deletion of five or fewer characters.

1. (Original) A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of
individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:
a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having one DC power
input port, an AC power input port, and an AC power output port, said DC power

input port having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the
AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of
the first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter

being connected to a power service panel of the power grid;
c) each of said power inverters including;:

i) a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power source and arranged to

convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

ii) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC-DC boost converter and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC

power voltage;

iii) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the

external AC power from the power grid,;
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iv) aload interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency

components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

v) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converter, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as

AC powerline switching and isolation;

vi) apowerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving

performance data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

vii) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming

AC power from the power grid; and

viii) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time.

2. (Original) The system of Claim 1, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

3. (Original) The system of Claim 1, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is three-phase AC.
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4. (Original) The system of Claim 1, in which said MFA microcontroller includes
Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converter, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power inverter to

achieve optimal power production.

5. (Original) A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of
individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:
a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having two DC power
input ports, an AC power input port, and an AC power output port, cach of said

DC power input ports having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) aid AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the
AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of
the first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter

being connected to a power service panel of the power grid;
c) cach of said power inverters including:

i) a pair of DC-DC boost converters, one connected to each of said DC power
sources, respectively, and arranged to convert the power source voltage to a

higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

ii) a DC power combiner connected to said DC-DC boost converters for
combining the DC output from both DC-DC boost converters and allowing said
DC-DC boost converters to connect in parallel so that all DC currents are added

together;

iii) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC

power voltage;
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iv) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the

external AC power from the power grid;

v) a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency

components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

vi) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as

AC powerline switching and isolation;

vii) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving

performance data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

viii) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming

AC power from the power grid; and

ix) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time.

6. (Original) The system of Claim 5, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

7. (Original) The system of Claim 5, in which the output of each of said power
inverters is three-phase AC.
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8. (Original) The system of Claim 5, in which said MFA microcontroller includes
Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converters, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power inverter to

achieve optimal power production.

9. (Original) A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of
individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:
a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having m DC power
input ports, where m is an integer greater than or equal to one, an AC power input
port, and an AC power output port, each of said DC power input ports having one

DC power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the
AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of
the first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter

being connected to a power service panel of the power grid;
c) cach of said power inverters including:

i) m number of DC-DC boost converters, one connected to each of said DC
power sources, respectively, and arranged to convert the power source voltage to

a higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

ii) a DC power combiner connected to said m number of DC-DC boost
converters for combining the DC output from all DC-DC boost converters and
allowing said DC-DC boost converters to connect in parallel so that all DC

currents are added together;

iii) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC

power voltage;
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iv) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the

external AC power from the power grid;

v) a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency

components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

vi) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as

AC powerline switching and isolation;

vii) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving

performance data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

viii) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming

AC power from the power grid; and

ix) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time.

10.  (Original) The system of Claim 9, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

11.  (Original) The system of Claim 9, in which the output of each of said power
inverters is three-phase AC.
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12. (Original) The system of Claim 9, in which said MFA microcontroller includes
Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converters, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power inverter to

achieve optimal power production.

13. (Withdrawn) A DC- to-AC power inverter, comprising:

a) one DC power input port having one DC power source connected thereto;
b) one AC power output port arranged to supply AC power to the AC power grid;

c) a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power source and arranged to

convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

d) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC-DC boost converter and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC

power voltage;

e) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the external

AC power from the AC power grid;

f) a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal AC
powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency

components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

2) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converter, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as

AC powerline switching and isolation;
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h) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving

performance data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

i) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming

AC power from the power grid; and

1 a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time.

14.  (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 13, in which the output of said inverter is
single-phase AC.

15.  (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 13, in which the output of said inverter is
three-phase AC.

16. (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 13, in which said MFA microcontroller
includes Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converter, and
MFA optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

17.  (Withdrawn) A DC- to-AC power inverter, comprising:

a) at least two DC power input ports, each of said DC power input ports having one
DC power source connected thereto;

b) one AC power output port arranged to supply AC power to the AC power grid;

c) for each DC power source, a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power
sources and arranged to convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage

suitable for inversion;
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d) a DC power combiner connected to said DC-DC boost converters for combining
the DC output from all DC-DC boost converters and allowing the said DC-DC
boost converters to connect in parallel so that all DC currents are added together;

e) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged to invert
the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power
voltage;

) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the external
AC power from the power grid;

2) a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal AC
powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency
components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

h) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as
AC powerline switching and isolation;

1) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving
performance data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

i) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming
AC power from the power grid; and

k) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time.

18. (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 17, in which the output of said inverter is

single-phase AC.
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19. (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 17, in which the output of said inverter is
three-phase AC.

20. (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 17, in which said MFA microcontroller
includes Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converters,
and MFA optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

21. (Currently Amended) A scalable DC to AC power inversion system for providing
AC power to a power grid from a plurality of individual DC power sources each having a DC
power output port, comprising:

a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having including a

single DC-AC inverter, at least two DC power input ports_coupled to the single

DC-AC inverter, an AC power input port, and an AC power output port coupled

to the single DC-AC inverter, each of said DC power input ports having one DC

power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each power inverter being connected in a daisy
chain to the AC power input port of the next power inverter, except for the AC
power input port of the first power inverter being left open, and the AC power
output port of the last power inverter being connected to a power service panel of
the power grid;

c) whereby said system is incrementally scalable by adding or subtracting DC power

sources and daisy-chained inverters.

22.  (Original) The system of Claim 21, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

23.  (Original) The system of Claim 21, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is three-phase AC.
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24.  (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 9, in which the said MFA
microcontroller is programmed with a main program to iteratively:
a) turn on and off the inverter’s generation circuit based on the DC power source
input and conditions of the inverter and AC powerline,
b) calculate the inverter’s power statistics such as the amount of power generated

during a certain period of time;

c) perform diagnostics for the inverter’s status and operation;

d) set the inverter’s unit address;

e) perform powerline communications; and

f) respond to queries from data gathering or acquisition devices to report the power
statistics.

25. (Original) The system of Claim 24, in which said MFA microcontroller is further

programmed with an interrupt service routine (ISR) to:

a) respond to an interrupt;
b) save the current context of the main program;
c) read voltage and current signals from the DC source, DC-DC boost converter, and

DC-AC inverter;

d) read phase and zero-crossing point data of the AC powerline;

e) perform maximum power point tracking (MPPT) for each DC power source
connected to the inverter;

f) perform DC-AC inversion and AC synchronization;

2) send out PWM control signals through the digital output ports; and

h) restore the saved context of the main program so that the execution of the main

program can be resumed.

26. (Currently Amended) A method of making a DC to AC power conversion system
incrementally scalable, comprising:
a) providing a plurality of DC power sources and a plurality of DC to AC power

inverters, said DC to AC power inverters each having a single DC-AC inverter, an
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AC input port coupled to the single DC-AC inverter, an AC output port_coupled

to the single DC-AC inverter, and at least two DC input ports_coupled to the

single DC-AC inverter;

b) connecting at least one of said DC power sources, respectively, to each atleast
ere of said DC input ports; and
c) providing AC power to the power grid.

27.  (Original) The method of Claim 26, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

28.  (Original) The method of Claim 26, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is three-phase AC.

29.  (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26 further comprising daisy-chaining

at least two of said DC to AC power inverters, said AC power output port of each DC to AC
power inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC power input port of the next DC to
AC power inverter, except for the AC power input port of the first DC to AC power inverter

being left open, and the AC power output port of the last DC to AC power inverter being

connected to a power service panel of the power grid.

30.  (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26 where the providing of AC power
includes producing a total AC power that is the summation of the AC power supplied by each

said DC to AC power inverter.

31.  (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 further comprising a first DC
power source connected to one of said DC power input ports of one of said power inverters and a
second DC power source, different in kind from said first DC power source, connected to

another of said DC power input ports of said one power inverter.
32.  (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26 further comprising:
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a) connecting a first DC power source to one of said DC power input ports of one of said
power inverters; and
b) connecting a second DC power source, different in kind from said first DC power

source, to another of said DC power input ports of said one power inverter.
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Remarks/Arguments

Claims 21 through 23 and 26 through 30 stand rejected as obvious over Aoki.
Independent Claims 21 and 26 have been amended to obviate this rejection. Claims 29 and 30
have been amended to enhance clarity. Claims 22 and 23 depend from Claim 21 and Claims 27
through 30 depend from Claim 26.

In order to make the rejection, the Office Action combines inverter pair 100 and 200 of
Aoki as one inverter and inverter pair 300 and 400 of Aoki as another inverter. However, power
inverter 100 of Aoki includes DC-AC inverter 120. Similarly, power inverter 200 includes
DC-AC inverter 220. Similarly, each of power inverters 300 and 400 include DC-AC inverters
320 and 420. Clearly, Aoki teaches coupling a single DC source to each DC-AC inverter.

Claims 21 and 26 have been amended to make clear that each power inverter includes a
single DC-AC inverter and at least two DC-AC power input ports are coupled to the single
DC-AC inverter of that power inverter. This approach reduces the electrical components needed
and reduces cost.

Aoki fails to teach or suggest multiple DC input ports coupled to a single DC-AC inverter
or the advantages thercof. Therefore, Aoki fails to render obvious Claims 21 through 23 and 26
through 30.

The application has been amended to place the application condition for allowance. All
amendments are supported by the specification. An early notice of allowance is earnestly

solicited.
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Please charge any shortage in the fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

50-3266.
Respectfully submitted,
DLA PIPER LLP US
[Dale S. Lazar/
Dale S. Lazar
Registration No. 28,872
Attorney for Applicant

DSL/amd

PO Box 2758

Reston, VA 20195
(703) 773.4000 Telephone
(703) 773.5200 Fax
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If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
n of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
ASF;PCL’lgﬁﬂlgN SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
¢ 166 fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL 700

APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST
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TOTAL ADD'L FEE
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** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”. J/GERALDINE STANLEY/
***|f the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.
The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit ATA (First Inventor to File)
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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)[X Responsive to communication(s) filed on 6/12/2013.
[] A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon .
2a)X] This action is FINAL. 2b)[] This action is non-final.

3)J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
__;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

5)[X] Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) 13-20 is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)[X Claim(s) 1-12,.24 and 25 is/are allowed.

7)X Claim(s) 21-23 and 26-30 is/are rejected.

8)[] Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.

9)[] Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
nitpywww . usplo.gov/patents/init_events/peh/indax.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHieedback@uspio.qoy.

Application Papers
10)[0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[_] accepted or b)[T] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a)J Al b)[] Some * c)[] None of the:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) I:I Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) l:l Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date. ______
2) D Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 4 D Other-
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . ) er
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20131118
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The present application is being examined under the pre-AIA first to invent provisions.
DETAILED ACTION
Response to Arguments
Applicant’s arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot
because the arguments do not apply to any of the references being used in the current rejection.
It is noted that although the reference of Aoki is used again, it is used in a different manner, as
necessitated by Applicant's amendments. More specifically, Aoki teaches an inverter with two
DC power input ports, wherein the inverter is read on by the combination of 100 and 200,
thereby having two input ports of the two FCs (see fig4). The respectively connected inverters

likewise comprising the combination of 300 and 400, etc.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the
manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 21-23 and 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Aoki et al. (“Aoki”) JP 09275637A.

In regard to claims 21, 26, and 29

Aoki teaches:
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A scalable DC to AC power inversion system for providing AC power to a power grid from a

plurality of individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:

a) a plurality of power inverters (read on by the combination of pairs, ie 100 and 200; 300 and
400, etc. etc.), each of said power inverters having at least one DC power input port (ie. input to
FC of 100 and 200, figl), an AC power input port (ie respective input ports 333, figl), and an
AC power output port (ie respective output ports 134, figl), each of said DC power input ports

having one DC power source connected thereto (read on by each respective FC);

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC power
input port of the next inverter (read on by both the physical connection (ie "input to output") and
also the daisy-chain master/slave configuration, see Abstract, provide translation) except for the

AC power input port of the first inverter being left open (see open input of first/top inverter)

c) whereby said system is incrementally scalable by adding or subtracting DC power sources and

daisy-chained inverters (See fig1).

Aoki fails to teach and the AC power output port of the last inverter being connected to a
power service panel of the power grid and providing power to the grid (noting Aoki does not
particular teach what the high power scalable inverter inversion system output is attached to);

Official Notice is taken that both the concept and advantages of providing a power
service panel connection from a supplemental utility grid co-generation system and providing

power to the utility grid are well known and expected in the art. It would have been obvious to
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have included the power service panel in Aoki as these panels are known to provide known and

desirable power connections from a co-generation system for use on the utility grid.

In regard to claims 22, 23, 27, 28

Aoki fails to teach the number of phases used in the inverter system.

Official Notice is taken that both the concept and advantages of providing for single or
three phases power in power inversion systems are well known and expected in the art. It would
have been obvious to have included the desirable number of phases (single or three) in Aoki’s
inverter system as the number of phases are known to be readily chosen depending on the needs

of the connected grid/load.

In regard to claim 30

Aoki further teaches:

The method of claim 26 where the providing of AC power includes producing a total AC power
that is the summation of the AC power supplied by each said inverter (read on by the parallel

inverter operation, see provided translation Abstract).

Allowable Subject Matter

Claims 1-12 and 24-25 are allowed.
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Conclusion

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a).
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event,
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this
final action.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Daniel Cavallari whose telephone number is 571-272-8541. The
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10:00am-6:30pm.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Jared Fureman can be reached at (571)272-2391. The fax phone number for the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/Daniel Cavallari/

PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER
ART UNIT 2836
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Application No. Applicant(s)
. (s , 12/837,162 CHENG ET AL.
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary i i
Examiner Art Unit
DANIEL CAVALLARI 2836

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) DANIEL CAVALLARI. ) .

(2) DALE LAZAR. (49—

Date of Interview: 14 August 2013.

Type: X Telephonic [ Video Conference
] Personal [copy given to: [ applicant  [] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [ Yes X No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [J101 X112 [J102 X103 [JOthers

(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)
Claim(s) discussed: 21-23 and 26-30.
Identification of prior art discussed: JP09275637A.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

Applicant presented proposed claim amendments. The amendments appear to overcome both the previously made
112 rejection as well as the art rejection over JP09275637A.

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or

thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

[ Attachment

/Daniel Cavallari/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2836

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20130815
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. Itis the examiner’'s responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

—Name of applicant

—Name of examiner

—Date of interview

—Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

—Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

—An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

— An identification of the specific prior art discussed

— An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

—The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

Itis desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,

2) an identification of the claims discussed,

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner’s initials.
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DOCKET NO. 350809-000003 PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

in Re Application of: George Shu-Xing CHENG Cont. No.: 3679
Application No. 12/837,162 Group Art Unit: 2836

Filed: July 15, 2010 Examiner: Daniel J. Cavallari
For: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

AMENDMYNT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.113

Commissioner for Patents August 15, 2013
PG Rox 1430
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Commissioner:
This is in response to the Non-Final Office Action dated June 12, 2013, and having a
period for response set to expire on September 12, 2013,

The following amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted. Reconsideration of

the claims is respectfully requested.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 14 of this paper.

Page 1 of 16
EASTI56757222.1
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Application No. 12/837.162
Office Action dated June 12, 2013

Amendments to the Claimss

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the
application. Currently amended claims are shown with additions underlined and deletions in
strikethroughtext except double brackets may be placed before and after the deleted characters

to show deletion of five or fewer characters.

1. {Original) A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of
individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:
ay a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having one IXC power
input port, an AC power input port, and an AC power output port, said DC power

input port having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the
AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of
the first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter

being connected to a power service panel of the power grid;
) each of said power inverters inchuding:

1) a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power source and arranged to

convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

i1} a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC-DC boost converter and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC

power voltage;

i1} aninternal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the

external AC power from the power grid;

Page 2 of 16
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v} 3 load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and {o said infernal
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged o filter high-frequency

components out of the said DC-AC mverter’s AC output;

v) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converter, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontrolier arranged to monitor the
DC boost voliage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as

AC powerline switching and isolation;

vi} a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving

performance data between said microcontrolier and said power grid;

vii}) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroiler for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming

AC power from the power grid; and

viii} a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time.

2. {Original) The system of Claim 1, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

3. {Original) The system of Claim 1, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is three-phase AC.

Page 3 of 16
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4. {Original) The system of Claim 1, in which said MFA microcontroller includes
Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converter, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power inverter to

achieve optimal power production.

S. (Original) A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of
individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:
2} a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having two DC power

input ports, an AC power input port, and an AC power outpui port, each of said

DC power input ports having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) aid AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the
AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of
the first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter

being connected to a power service panel of the power grid;
c} each of said power inverters including:

1} a pair of DC-DC boost converters, one connected to each of said DC power
sources, respectively, and arranged to convert the power source voltage to a

higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

iiy a DC power combiner connected to said DC-DC boost converters for
combining the DC output from both DC-DC boost converters and allowing said
DC-DC boost converters to connect in parallel so that all DC currents are added

together;

i} a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC

power voltage;

Page 4 of 16
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iv) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the

external AC power from the power grid;

v} aload interface circait connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency

components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

vi) an MFA microcontroiler connected to said DC-DC boost converters, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as

AC powerline switching and isolation;

vii) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving

performance data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

viii) a line sensing circuit conpected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming

AC power from the power grid; and

iX) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time,

6. {Originaly The system of Claim $, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC,

7. {Original) The system of Claim 3, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is three-phase AC.
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8. {Original) The system of Claim 35, in which said MFA microcontrolier includes
Model-Free Adaptive {MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converters, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power inverter to

achieve optimal power production.

9. {Original} A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of
individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:
a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having m DC power
input ports, where m is an integer greater than or equal to one, an AC power input
port, and an AC power output port, each of said DC power input ports having one

DC power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connecied in a daisy chain to the
AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of
the first inverter being left open, and the AC power ontput port of the last inverter

being connected to a power service panel of the power grid;
c) each of said power inverters including:

1} m aumber of DC-DC boost converters, one connected to each of said DC
power sources, respectively, and arranged to convert the power source voltage to

a higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

i1} a DC power combiner connected to said m number of DC-DC boost
converters for combining the DC output from all BC-DC boost converters and
allowing said DC-DC boost converters to connect in paratle! so that ali DC

currents are added together;

it} a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC

power voltage;
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iv}) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the

external AC power from the power grid;

v} aload interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequeney

components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

vi} an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as

AL powerline switching and isolation;

vii) a powerline modem connected to said microconiroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transimitting and receiving

performance data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

viii} a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming

AC power from the power grid; and

ix) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time.

10.  {Original) The system of Claim 9, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

1. {Original) The system of Claim 9, in which the output of each of said power

fnverters is three-phase AC,

EAST\S6757222.§

IPR2024-00360 Page 00077



Application No. 12/837,162
Office Action dated June 12, 2013

i2. {Originaly The system of Claim 9, in which said MFA microcontroller includes
Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converiers, and MF/
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to aliow the power inverter to

achieve optimal power production.

13, (Withdrawn) A DC- t0-AC power inverter, comprising:

aj one DC power input port having one DC power source connected thereto;

b} one AC power output port arranged to supply AC power to the AC power grid;
¢ a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power source and arranged to

convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

d) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC-DC boost converter and arranged to
mvert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC

power voltage;

e} an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the external

AC power from the AC power grid;

)] a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal AC

powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency

components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converter, DC-AC

G
'

inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontrolier arranged to monitor the
3 boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, menitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as

AC powerline switching and isolation;
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h) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving

performance data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

1) a line sensing circuit connected to said infernal AC powerline and said
miicrocontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming

AC power from the power grid; and

1 a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time,

14. (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 13, in which the output of said inverter is

single-phase AC.

15, {Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 13, in which the output of said inverter is

three-phase AC,

16.  (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 13, in which said MFA microcontroller
includes Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controliers which control the DC-DC boost converter, and
MFA optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

17, {Withdrawn) A DC- to-AC power inverter, comprising:

a) at least two DC power input ports, each of said DC power input ports having one
DC power source connected thereto;

b) one AC power output port arranged to supply AC power to the AC power grid;

c) for each DC power source, a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power
sources and arranged to convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage

suitable for inversion;
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d) a DC power combiner connected to said DC-DC boost converters for combining
the DC output from all DC-DC boost converters and aliowing the said DC-DC
boost converters to connect in parallel so that all DC currents are added iogether;

e) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged to invert
the DC power 1o AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power
voltage:

) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the external
AC power from the power grid;

53 a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said intermal AC
powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filier high-frequency
components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AT output;

h) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontrotler arranged to monitor the
DC boost voitage. controf the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power
point tracking (MPPT), performs DC-AC inversion and AC power
synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power amount and
status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as
AC powerline switching and isolation;

1) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving
performance data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

1 a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming
AC power from the power grid; and

k) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC

grid during the non-generation time.

18.  (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 17, in which the output of said inverter is

single-phase AC.
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19.  (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 17, in which the output of said inverter is

three-phase AC.

20. (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 17, in which said MFA microcontrotier
meludes Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controilers which controf the DC-DC boost converters,
and MFA optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

21 {Currently Amended) A scalable DC to AC power inversion system for providing
AC power to a power grid from a plurality of individual DC power sources each having a DC
power output port, comprising:
aj a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having at least [{onel}
two DDC power input [{port]] ports, an AC power input port, and an AC power
output port, each of said DT power input ports having one DT power source
connected thereto;
b} said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the
AC power 1nput port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of
the first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter
being connected to a power service pane!l of the power grid;

c) whereby said system is incrementally scalable by adding or subtracting DC power

sources and daisy-chained invertersyand

o-said-power

Mw@%&@%w%me—e#am%d&a%&e%m&

2

3

(Original) The system of Claim 21, in which the output of each of said power

mverters is single-phase AC.

23, {Uriginal} The system of Claim 21, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is three-phase AC.
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24, (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 9, in which the said MFA
microcontroller is programmed with a main program to iteratively:
a) turn on and off the inverter’s generation circuit based on the DC power source
input and conditions of the inverter and AC powerline,
b) caiculate the inverter’s power statistics such as the amount of power generated

during a certain period of time;

) perform diagnostics for the inverter’s status and operation;

d) set the inverter’s unit address;

e) perform powerline communications; and

) respond to queries from data gathering or acquisition devices to report the power
statistics.

25. {Original) The system of Claim 24, in which said MFA microcontroller is further

programmed with an interrupt service routine (ISR) to:

a) respond 1o an interrupt;
b) save the current context of the main program;
) read voltage and current signals from the DC source, DC-DC boost converter, and

DC-AC inverter;
d) read phase and zero-crossing point data of the AC powerline;
e} perform maximum power point tracking (MPPT) for each DC power source

connected to the inverter;

g perform DC-AC inversion and AC synchronization;
g) send out PWM control signals through the digital output ports; and
3] restore the saved context of the main program so that the execution of the main

program can be resumed.

26. (Currently Amended) A method of making a DPC to AC power conversion system

incrementally scalable, comprising;
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a) providing a plurality of DC power sources and a plurality of DC to AC power
inverters, said inverters each having an AC input port, an AC output port, and at
least {{one}] two DC input [[port]] ports:

b} connecting at least one of said DC power sources, respectively, to at least one of
said DC input ports; and

¢) providing AC power to the power grid.

27. {Original) The method of Claim 26, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

28.  (Original) The method of Claim 26, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is three-phase AC.

29, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26 forther comprising daigy-
chaining at least two of said inverters, satd AC power output port of each inverter being
connected 1n a daisy chain to the AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC
power input port of the first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last

inverter being connected to a power service panel of the power grid.

30, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26 where the providing of AC power
includes producing a total AC power that is the summation of the AC power supplied by each

said inverter.

31, (New) The system of claim 21 further comprising a first BC power source
connected to one of said DC power input ports of one of said power inverters and a second DC
power source, different in kind from said first DC power source, connected to another of said BC

power inpui ports of said one power inverter.

32, (New) The method of claim 26 further comprising:
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a) connecting a first DC power source to one of said DC pewer input ports of one of said

power inverters; and
b) connecting a second DC power source, different in kind from said first DC power

souree, to another of said DMC power input ports of said one power inverter.
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Remarks/Argaments

The kindness and helpfulness of Examiner Cavallari during the interview of August 13,
2013 are acknowledged and greatly appreciated. The following arguments are based on the
interview discussion.

Claims 2 [sic, 2171 ~ 23 stand rejected under Section 112 gs being indefinite. No reasons
are provided as to why claims 2-20 are indefinite. The last paragraph of claim 21 has been
eliminated to obviate this rejection with regard to claims 21-23.

Claims 21-23 and 26-30 stand rejected as obvious over JP09275637 (first inventor Mr.
Ishizawa) (“Ishizawa et al.”™). Claims 21 and 26 have been amended to obviate this rejection.

Claims 21 and 26 have been amended to recite that each of a plurality of power inverters
has at feast two DC power input ports. Thas, the power inverters of claims 21 and 26 are capable
of accepting DC power tfrom multiple sources.

Ishizawa ¢t al. is directed to a system in which a number of fuel cells are operated in
parallel. Although the system of Ishizawa et al. includes a plurality of power inveriers, one
power inverter is provided for each fuel cell. Nowhere in Ishizawa et al. is there any teaching or
suggestion as to how a single power inverter might have multiple DC power input ports.

Since Ishizawa et al. fails to teach a system for providing AC power in which power
mverters include multiple DC power input ports, Ishizawa et al. fails to render obvious
independent claims 21 and 26. Claims 22-23 and 27-30, dependent on either claim 21 or 26, are
patentable for the reasons discussed above with respect to claims 21 and 26.

The application has been amended to place the application condition for allowance. All
amendments are supported by the specification. An early notice of allowance is earnestly

solicited,
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Please charge any shortage in the fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

50-3266,
Respectfully submitted,
DLA PIPERLLP.US
Dale S. Lazar
Registration No, 28,872
Attorney for Applicant

DSL/amd
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participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
nitpywww . usplo.gov/patents/init_events/peh/indax.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHieedback@uspio.qoy.

Application Papers
10)[0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)X] The drawing(s) filed on 15 July 2010 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a)J Al b)[] Some * c)[] None of the:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Interim copies:

a)J Al b)[JSome c¢)[] None ofthe: Interim copies of the priority documents have been received.

Attachment(s)
1) |Z Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) l:l Interview Summary (PTO-413)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date.
2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 4 D Ot: ) (=)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . ) er
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 03-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20130602
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DETAILED ACTION
Claims 13-220 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as
being drawn to a nonelected Group II, there being no allowable generic or linking claim.

Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 1/28/2013.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):
(B) CONCLUSION.—The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor
regards as the invention.
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA), second paragraph:
The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

Claim 2-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AIA), second
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject

matter which the inventor or a joint inventor, or for pre-AIA the applicant regards as the

invention.

In regard to claim 21

The limitation: “whereby an optimal amount of AC power is generated and
supplied to said power grid regardless of the' performance of any individual power source”
provides functional language without any associated physical structure germane to patentability.

Furthermore, the term "optimal" is a relative term and indefinite. The limitation taken as a whole
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is unclear that it is unknown what, if any, structure (emphasis added) is intended to be added to

the claim by said limitations. Applicant is reminded that an apparatus must be distinguished

from the prior art in terms of structure rather than function noting that apparatus claims cover

what a device is, not what a device does (see MPEP 2114).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the
manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 21-23 and 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Aoki et al. (“Aoki”) JP 09275637A.

In regard to claims 21, 26, and 29
Aoki teaches:
A scalable DC to AC power inversion system for providing AC power to a power grid from a

plurality of individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:

a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having at least one DC power input

port (ie. input to FC, figl), an AC power input port (ie respective input ports 333, figl), and an
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AC power output port (ie respective output ports 134, figl), each of said DC power input ports

having one DC power source connected thereto (read on by each respective FC);

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC power
input port of the next inverter (read on by both the physical connection (ie "input to output") and
also the daisy-chain master/slave configuration, see Abstract, provide translation) except for the

AC power input port of the first inverter being left open (see open input of first/top inverter)

c) whereby said system is incrementally scalable by adding or subtracting DC power sources and

daisy-chained inverters (See figl).

Aoki fails to teach and the AC power output port of the last inverter being connected to a
power service panel of the power grid and providing power to the grid (noting Aoki does not
particular teach what the high power scalable inverter inversion system output is attached to);

Official Notice is taken that both the concept and advantages of providing a power
service panel connection from a supplemental utility grid co-generation system and providing
power to the utility grid are well known and expected in the art. It would have been obvious to
have included the power service panel in Aoki as these panels are known to provide known and

desirable power connections from a co-generation system for use on the utility grid.

In regard to claims 22, 23, 27, 28
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Aoki fails to teach the number of phases used in the inverter system.

Official Notice is taken that both the concept and advantages of providing for single or
three phases power in power inversion systems are well known and expected in the art. It would
have been obvious to have included the desirable number of phases (single or three) in Aoki’s
inverter system as the number of phases are known to be readily chosen depending on the needs

of the connected grid/load.

In regard to claim 30

Aoki further teaches:

The method of claim 26 where the providing of AC power includes producing a total AC power
that is the summation of the AC power supplied by each said inverter (read on by the parallel

inverter operation, see provided translation Abstract).

Allowable Subject Matter

Claims 1-12 and 24-25 are allowed.

Conclusion
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Daniel Cavallari whose telephone number is 571-272-8541. The

examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10:00am-6:30pm.
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Jared Fureman can be reached at (571)272-2391. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at §66-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/Daniel Cavallari/
6/2/2013

PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER
ART UNIT 2836
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US -2004/119291 ’ 6/24/2004 Hamrin
US -2004/135436 7/15/2004 Gilbreth
US -5,903,116 5/11/1999 GEIS
US -6,031,294 2/29/2000 GEIS
US -6,192,668 2/27/2001 MACKAY
US -6,265,786 7/24/2001 BOSLEY
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US -6,784,565 8/31/2004 [Wall
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First Named Inventor | George Shu-Xing Cheng
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
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Examiner Name Unknown
Attorney Docket | 350809-000003
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
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The cases listed on this Notice of Related Cases include cases which may contain
information that is material to patentability. The listing of a case on this Notice should not be
taken as an indication or admission that any information contained therein is material. Prior art
for each case listed on this Notice may have been cited. The files corresponding to the listed
cases, which are available te the Examiner, may not have been examined to ascertain the
materiality of any prior art therein. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to review the file
for each case listed on this Notice in order to assess the materiality of such prior art.
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PCT/US2012/041923

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY
From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY

. PCT

LAZAR DALES.
DLA PIPER LLP US P.O. BOX 2758 RESTON VA 20195 NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF
USA THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND

(PCT Rule 44.1)

Date of mailing
(day/month/year) 17 JANUARY 2013 (17.01.2013)

Applicant's or agent's file reference

350800pET-00COV Y

FOR FURTHER ACTION  See paragraphs 1 and 4 below

International application No. }gter/natiotr;’t}l flli;lg date

lay/monthiyear,
PCT/US2012/041923 11 JUNE 2012 (11.06.2012) rpy -
Applicant -

CYBOENERGY, INC. et al

eI
1. The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the [nte&‘a‘fi'dnél §S’e§arching

Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith.
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19:
The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46):

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally two months from the date of transmittal of the

international search report.
Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile No.: +41 22 338 82 70
For more detailed instructions, see PCT Applicant's Guide, International Phase, paragraphs 9.004 . 9.011.

2. D The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under
Atticle 17(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith.

3. D With regard to any protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that:
|:] the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with any
request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices.

I:l no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made.
4. Reminders
The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching
Authority to the International Bureau, The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated
Offices unless an international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. Following the
expiration of 30 months from the priority date, these comments will also be made available to the public.

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the
International Bureau, If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the
international application, or of the priority claim, must reach the International Bureau before the completion of the
technical preparations for international publication (Rules 90bis.1 and 90bis.3),

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international

preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30
months from the priority date (in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the
priority date, perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices,

In r}izsp?%t of otrlllcr designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed

within 19months.

For details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/time_limits.htm! and the
PCT Applicant's Guide, National Chapters.

Name and mailing address of the ISA/KR Authorized officer
Korean Intellectual Property Office
189 Cheongsa-ro, Seo-gu, Dagjeon Metropolitan COMMISSIONER
8. City, 302-701, Republic of Korea
Facsimile No. 82-42-472-7140 Telephone No. 82-42-481-8753

Form PCT/ISA/220 (July 2010)

THE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION

mec 2.6.43

Yt 19 Buat
3.07.13
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* Attention

Copies of the documents cited in the international search report can be searched in the following Korean Intellectual
Property Office English website for three months from the date of mailing of the international search report.

http://www.kipo.go.kr/en/ => PCT Services => PCT Services

ID : PCT international application number
PW: 64NH4878

Inquiries related to PCT International Search Report or Written Opinion prepared by KIPO as an International
Searching Authority can be answered not only by KIPO but also through IPKC (Intellectual Property Korea
Center), located in Vienna, VA, which functions as a PCT Help Desk for PCT applicants.

Homepage: http://www.ipkcenter.com
Email; ipkc@ipkcenter.com

Phone: +1 703 388 1066

Fax:+1 703 388 1084

Notes to Form PCT/ISA/220 (July 2010)
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PCT/US2012/041923
PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

PCT

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT
(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44)

Applicant's or agent’ file refercnce FOR FURTHER see Form PCT/ISA/220

350809-PCT ACTION as well as, where applicable, item 5 below.
International application No. International filing date (day/month/year) (Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year)

PCT/US2012/041923 11 JUNE 2012 (11.06.2012) 10 JUNE 2011 (10.06.2011)
Applicant

CYBOENERGY, INC. et al

This International search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according
to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau.

This international search report consists of a total of 4 sheets,
I—_—I It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report.

1. Basis of the report
a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of:

the international application in the language in which it was filed

D a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a
translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b))

b. D This international search report has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake
authorized by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43.6bis(a)).

c. D With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. 1.
2. |:l Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box No. II)

3 [:] Unity of invention is lacking (See Box No. IIT)

4. With regard to the title,
X} the text is approved as submitted by the applicant.
D the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows:

5. With regard to the abstract,
the text is approved as submitted by the applicant.
D the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2, by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority.

6. With regard to the drawings,
a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No.
D as suggested by the applicant.
as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure.
[:] as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention,

b. D none of the figure is to be published with the abstract.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 2009)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No.

PCT/US2012/041923

A, CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

H02J 3/36(2006.01)i, HO2M 7/49(2007.01)i

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B, FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)
H02J 3/36; HO2M 7/537; HO2M 7/42; H02J 3/38; GOSF 1/10; H02J 3/00; HO1L 31/042

Korean utility models and applications for utility models
Japanese utility models and applications for utility models

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
eKOMPASS(KIPO internal) & Keywords: inverter, daisy chain, photovoltaic, scalable

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

See paragraphs[00031,[0013],[0044], claims 1,3,10,11, and figures 4-15.

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
Y US 2011-0012430 A1 (CHENG GEORGE SHU-XING et al.) 20 January 2011 12,13,16-18
A See claims 21-28 and figures 1-16 1-11,14,15,19-22
Y US 2010-0202177 Al (KAJOUKE LATEEF A. et al.) 12 August 2010 12,13,16-18
A See abstract, claim 1 and figure 1. 1-11,14,15,19-22
A US 2009-0000654 Al (ROTZOLL ROBERT R. et al.) 01 January 2009 1-22

See abstract, claims 1-6, and figures 3-9.

A WO 2008-144554 A2 (LARANKELO, INC. et al.) 27 November 2008 1-22

[:] Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

See patent family annex.

* Special categories of cited documents:
"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered
to be of particular relevance

"E" earlier application or patent but published on or after the international
filing date

“L"  document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is
cited to establish the publication date of citation or other
special reason (as specified)

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other
means

"P"  document published prior to the international filing date but later

than the priority date claimed

"T" later document published after the international filing date or priority
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand
the principle or theory underlying the invention

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents,such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

document member of the same patent family

nyH

iy

ng

Date of the actual completion of the international search

16 JANUARY 2013 (16.01.2013)

Date of mailing of the international search report

17 JANUARY 2013 (17.01.2013)

Name and mailing address of the ISA/KR

Korean Intellectual Property Office
189 Cheongsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon Metropolitan
City, 302-701, Republic of Korea

Facsimile No. 82-42-472-7140

Authorized officer

Kwak In Gu

Telephone No,  82-42-481-8537

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 2009)

IPR2024-00360 Page 00126




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No.

Information on patent family members PCT/US2012/041923

Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

US 2011-0012430 A1l 20.01.2011 CA 2767867 Al 20.01.2011
CN 102549873 A 04.07.2012
EP 2454796 A2 23.05.2012
KR 10-2012-0086283 A 02.08.2012
WO 2011-008944 A2 20.01.2011
WO 2011-008944 A3 28.04.2011
WO 2011-008944 A3 20.01.2011
W0 2011-008944 A4 16.06.2011
WO 2011-008944 A4 20.01.2011

US 2010-0202177 A1 12.08.2010 CN 101355320 A 28.01.2009
DE 102008034357 A1 20.05.2009
US 2009-0027933 Al 29.01.2009
US 7728562 B2 01.06.2010

US 2009-0000654 A1l 01.01.2009 AU 2008-254814 A1 27.11.2008
AU 2008-254814 B2 07.04.2011
AU 2008-254822 A1 27.11.2008
AU 2008-254828 A1 27.11.2008
CA 2686272 Al 27.11.2008
EP 2149183 A2 03.02.2010
EP 2151035 A1 10.02.2010
EP 2151036 A2 10.02.2010
JP 2010-527570 A 12.08.2010
JP 2010-527571 A 12.08.2010
JP 2010-5627572 A 12.08.2010
KR 10-2010-0017834 A 16.02.2010
KR 10-2010-0017843 A 16.02.2010
KR 10-2010-0017853 A 16.02.2010
US 2008-0283118 Al 20.11.2008
US 2008-0285317 Al 20.11.2008
WO 2008-144540 A1 27.11,2008
WO 2008-144548 A2 27.11,2008
WO 2008-144548 A3 27.11.2008
WO 2008-144554 A2 27.11.2008
W0 2008-144554 A3 27.11.2008

WO 2008-144554 A2 27.11.2008 AU 2008-254814 A1 27.11.2008
AU 2008-254814 B2 07.04.2011
AU 2008-254822 Al 27.11.2008
AU 2008-254828 At 27.11.,2008
CA 2686272 A1 27.11,2008
CA 2691967 A1l 27.11.2008
CA 2692602 A1 27.11.2008
EP 2149183 A2 03.02.2010
EP 2151035 A1 10.02.2010
EP 2151036 A2 10.02.2010
JP 2010-527570 A 12.08.2010
JP 2010-527571 A 12.08.2010

Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 2009)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No.

Information on patent family members PCT/US2012/041923
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
JP 2010-527572 A 12.08,2010

KR 10-2010-0017834 A 16.02.2010
KR 10-2010-0017843 A 16.02.2010
KR 10-2010-0017853 A 16.02.2010

US 2008-0283118 Al 20.11.2008
US 2008-0285317 Al 20.11.2008
US 2009-0000654 At 01.01.2009
WO 2008-144540 A1 27.11.2008
WO 2008-144548 A2 27.11.2008
WO 2008-144548 A3 27.11.2008
WO 2008-144554 A3 27.11.2008

Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 2009)

IPR2024-00360 Page 00128




PCT/US2012/041923
PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

From the
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY

To:
LAZAR DALES. P C T

DLA PIPER LLP US P.0. BOX 2758 RESTON VA 20195 WRITTEN OPINION OF THE
USA INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY

(PCT Rule 43bis.1)

Date of mailing

(day/month/year) 17 JANUARY 2013 (17.01.2013)

Applicant's or agent's file reference FOR FURTHER ACTION

350809-PCT See paragraph 2 below
International application No. International filing date (day/month/year) Priority date(day/month/year)
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Box No. I Basis of this opinion

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of
the international application in the language in which it was filed

D a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a
translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b))

2. D This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an ebvious mistake authorized by or notified
to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1(a))

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this opinion has been
established on the basis of’

a. a sequence listing filed or furnished
on paper
D in electronic form

b. time of filing or furnishing
contained in the international application as filed.
|:| filed together with the international application in electronic form,
[:l furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search.

4, D In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing has been filed or furnished, the required
statements that the information in the subsequent or additioan! copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does

not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished.

5. Additional comments:
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/US2012/041923

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis,1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such statement

1. Statement

Novelty (N) Claims ~ 1-22 e
Claims  NONE ©

Inventive step (IS) Claims  1-11,14-15,19-22 -
Claims  12-13,16-18 o

Industrial applicability IA)  Claims ~ 1-22 -
Claims NONE -

2. Citations and explanations :

Reference is made to the following documents:

D1: US2011-0012430 A1 (CHENG GEORGE SHU-XING et al.) 20 January 2011
D2: US 2010-0202177 A1 (KAJOUKE LATEEF A. et al.) 12 August 2010

1. Novelty and Inventive step

1.1, Claim 1
The subject matter of claim 1 differs from these prior art document in that one of the power inverters in claim 1

includes a load detector connected to an internal AC powerline and external AC powerline, and arranged to
detect the impedance of the connected AC load, And it is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the
documents, taken alone or in combination. Therefore, claim 1 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and
(3) with respect to novelty and inventive step.

1.2, Claims 2-4

The subject matter of claim 2 differs from these prior art document in that one of the power inverters in claim 2
includes a load detector connected to an internal AC powerline and external AC powerline, and arranged to
detect the impedance of the connected AC load. And it is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the
documents, taken alone or in combination, Therefore, claim 2 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and

(3) with respect to novelty and inventive step.
Claims 3-4 are dependent on claim 2 and therefore meet the requirements of PCT Atticle 33(2) and (3).

1.3. Claim 5
The subject matter of claim 5 differs from these prior art document in that claim 5 includes a load detector

connected to an internal AC powerline and external AC powerline, and arranged to detect the impedance of the
connected AC load. And it is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the documents, taken alone or in
combination. Therefore, claim 5 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3) with respect to novelty and
inventive step.

1.4. Claims 6,8-9, 21-22

The subject matter of claim 6 differs from these prior art document in that claim 6 includes a load detector
connected to an internal AC powerline and external AC powerline, and arranged to detect the impedance of the
connected AC load, and a power supply connected to a DC power combiner and arranged to supply DC power to
the electronic components of the power inverter. And it is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the
documents, taken alone or in combination. Therefore, claim 6 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and

(3) with respect to novelty and inventive step.
Claims 8,9,21,22 are dependent on claim 6 and therefore meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3).

(Continued on the Supplemental box.)
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Supplemental Box

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient,
Continuation of :

Box No. V

1.5. Claim 7

The subject matter of claim 7 differs from these prior art document in that claim 7 includes a power supply
connected to a DC power combiner and arranged to supply DC power to the electronic components of the power
inverter. And it is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the documents, taken alone or in combination.
Therefore, claim 7 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3) with respect to novelty and inventive step.

1.6. Claim 10,11

The subject matter of claim 10 differs from these prior art document in that one of the power inverters in claim 10
includes a load detector connected to an internal AC powerline and external AC powerline, and arranged to
detect the impedance of the connected AC load. And it is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the
documents, taken alone or in combination. Therefore, claim 10 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and
(3) with respect to novelty and inventive step.

Claim 11 is dependent on claim 10 and therefore meets the requirements of PCT Atticle 33(2) and (3).

1. 7. Claims 12-15

D1, which is considered to be the closest prior art to the subject matter of claim 12, discloses a scalable DC to AC
power inversion system comprising: a plurality of power inverters, a AC power output port, whereby the system is
incrementally scalable by adding or subtracting DC power sources and daisy-chained inverters . Claim 12 differs
from D1 in that the last inverter is connected to the AC load. The connection between the inverter and the AC
load corresponds to the connection between the inverter and the AC load of D2, It would be obvious to a person
skilled in the art to combine the features of D1 and D2, thereby arriving at the system of claim 12, Therefore, the
subject matter of claim 12 cannot be considered as involving an inventive step under PCT Article 3.

The additional feature of claim 13 dependent on claim 12 corresponds to the feature of the output of each of the
power inverters in claims 22, 23 of D2.

The subject matter of claim 14 differs from these prior art document in that one of the power inverters in claim 14
includes a power supply connected to a DC power combiner and arranged to supply DC power to the electronic
components of the power inverter. And it is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the documents, taken
alone or in combination, Therefore, claim 14 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3) with respect to
novelty and inventive step.

Claim 15 is dependent on claim 14 and therefore meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3).
1. 8. Claims 16-20
Claim 16 is the same as claim 12 in the aspect of technical concept. Therefore, claim 16 lacks novelty under PCT

Article 33(2).

The additional feature of claim 17 dependent on claim 16 corresponds to the feature of the daisy-chaining at least
two of said inverters anc producing a total AC power in D2.

The additional feature of claim 18 dependent on claim 16 corresponds to the feature of the output of each of the
power inverters in claims 22, 23 of D2.

(Continued on the Supplemental box.)
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Supplemental Box

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient,
Continuation of :

The subject matter of claim 19 differs from these prior art document in that claim 19 includes a power supply
connected to a DC power combiner and arranged to supply DC power to the electronic components of the power
inverter, And it is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the documents, taken alone or in combination,
Therefore, claim 19 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3) with respect to novelty and inventive
step.

Claim 20 is dependent on claim 19 and therefore meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3).
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK QFFICE

IN RE APPLICATION: George Shu-Xing Cheng Conf. No. 3679

SERIAL NUMBER: 12/837,162 Group: 2836
FILED: July 15, 2010 Examiner; Daniel J, Cavallan
FOR: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.97

Commissioner for Patents April 17, 2013
PO BOGX 1450
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

Sir:
Applicant(s) wish(es) to disclose the following information.
REFERENCES

4 Applicant(s) wish{es) to make of record the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-
1449, Copies of the listed documents are aitached, where required, as are either
statements of relevancy or any readily available full or partial English translations of any
non-Fnglish-language documents.

EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE

The documents listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 were cited in related and
corresponding applications. English language abstracts and translations are provided for
the convenience of the Examiner where available.

RELATED CASES

X Attached is a list of Applicant’s(s’) pending applications and issued patents which may
be related to the present application. Copies of the documents, where required, are
attached along with Form PT(-1449,

EASTYS5612214.
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Application No.: 12/837,162
Attorney Docket No.: 350809-000003

CERTIFICATION
The undersigned certifies that

] each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first
cited in any communication from a foreign or international patent office in a counterpart
foreign or international application for the first time (to the knowledge of the
undersigned, having made reasonable inquiry) not more than three months prior o the
filing of this statement (See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1)).

L] no ttem of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was ¢ited in a
communication from a foreign or international patent office in a counterpart foreign or
international application, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) more
than three months prior to the filing of this statement. (Ses 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2)

BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed:

without fee and within three months of the filing date of the application.

without fee and within three months of the date of entry of the .S, national stage.
without fee and before the mailing date of a {irst Office Action on the merits (to the
knowledge of the undersigned).

without fee and with the appropriate certification above.

without fee and with a new CPA application.

without fee and with a Request for Continued Examination.

with fee and before the mailing date of any Final Office Action, Notice of Allowance or
an action that otherwise closes prosecution {to the knowledge of the undersigned).

with fee, appropriate certification above, and before payment of the Issue Fee,

(i

LT D]

A1
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= Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith, or credit any
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-3266.

Respectfully submitted, -

DLA PIPE

Dale S. Lazar
Registration No, 28,872
Attorney for Applicant

DSL/amd

P.O. Box 2758

Reston, VA 20195

Tel. 703.773.4000

Fax (703} 773-3200
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DOCKET NO. 350809-000003 PATENT
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In Re Application of: George Shu-Xing Cheng Confirmation No. 3679

Application No. 12/837,162 Group Art Unit: 2836

Filed: July 15, 2010 Examiner: Daniel J. Cavallari
For: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT

Commissioner for Patents January 28, 2013
PO Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

This is in response to the Restriction Requirement dated December 26, 2012, and having
a period for response set to expire on Saturday, January 26, 2013.

The following amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted. Reconsideration of

the claims is respectfully requested.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 13 of this paper.
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Application No. 12/837,162
Office Action dated December 26, 2012

Amendments to the Claims:

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the
application. Currently amended claims are shown with additions underlined and deletions in
strikethroughtext except double brackets may be placed before and after the deleted characters

to show deletion of five or fewer characters.

1. (Original) A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of
individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:

a) aplurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having one DC
power input port, an AC power input port, and an AC power output port, said DC power
input port having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to
the AC powér input pbrt of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of the
first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the lést inverter being
connected to a power service panel of the power grid,

c¢) each of said power inverters including:

i) a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power source and
arranged to convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage suitable for
inversion;

ii) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC-DC boost converter and
arranged to invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC
power voltage;

iii) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with
the external AC power from the power grid;

iv) aload interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said
internal AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency
components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

v) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC ‘boost converter,

DC-AC inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the

Page 2
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Office Action dated December 26, 2012

DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power point
tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC
current and voltage for generated power amount and status, perform powerline
communications, and perform logic controls such as AC powerline switching and
isolation;

vi) apowerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal
AC powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance
data between said microcontroller and said power grid; _

vii) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC power
from the power grid; and

viii) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and
external AC powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the

AC grid during the non-generation time,

2. (Original) The system of Claim 1, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

3. (Original) The system of Claim 1, in which the output of each of said power
inverters is three-phase AC.

4. (Original) The system of Claim 1, in which said MFA microcontroller includes
Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converter, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power inverter to

achieve optimal power production.

5. (Original) A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of

individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:

Page 3
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Application No. 12/837,162
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a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having two DC power
input ports, an AC power input port, and an AC power output port, each of said DC power input
ports having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC
power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of the first inverter
being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter being connected to a power
service panel of the power grid;

c) each of said power inverters including:

i) a pair of DC-DC boost converters, one connected to each of said DC power
sources, respectively, and arranged to convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage
suitable for inversion;

ii) a DC power combiner connected to said DC-DC boost converters for
combining the DC output from both DC-DC boost converters and allowing said DC-DC boost
converters to connect in parallel so that all DC currents are added together; '

iii) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power voltage;

iv) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the
external AC power from the power grid;

v) aload interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency components out
of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

vi) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC- DC boost converters, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the DC boost
voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power point tracking (MPPT),
perform DC-AC inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC current and volfage for
generated power amount and status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic
controls such as AC powerline switching and isolation;

vii) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance data between

said microcontroller and said power grid;

Page 4
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viii) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC power from
the power grid; and

ix) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC grid during the

non-generation time.

6. (Original) The system of Claim 5, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

7. (Original) The system of Claim 5, in which the output of each of said power
inverters is three-phase AC.

- 8. (Original) The system of Claim 5, in which said MFA microcontroller includes
Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converters, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power inverter to

achieve optimal power production.

9.  (Original) A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of
individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising;

a) a plurality of power inverters, eacﬁ of said power inverters having m DC power input
ports, where m is an integer greater than or equal to one, an AC power input port, and an AC
power output port, each of said DC power input ports having one DC power source connected
thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC
power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of the first inverter
being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter being connected to a power
service panel of the power grid,

c) each of said power inverters including:

Page 5
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i) m number of DC-DC boost converters, one connected to each of said DC
power sources, respectively, and arranged.to convert the power source voltage to a higher DC
voltage suitable for inversion; _

ii) a DC power combiner connected to said m number of DC-DC boost
converters for combining the DC output from all DC-DC boost converters and allowing said DC-
DC boost converters to connect in parallel so that all DC currents are added together;

iif) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power voltage;

iv) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the
external AC power from the power grid;

v) aload interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency components out
of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

vi) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the DC boost
voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power point tracking (MPPT),
perform DC-AC inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for
generated power amount and status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic
controls such as AC powerline switching and isolation;

vii) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance data between
said microcontroller and said power grid;

viii) aline sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC power
from the power grid; and.

ix) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC grid during the

non-generation time.

Page 6
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10.  (Original) The system of Claim 9, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

11.  (Original) The system of Claim 9, in which the output of each of said power
inverters is three-phase AC.

12, (Original) The system of Claim 9, in which said MFA microcontroller includes
Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converters, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power inverter to

achieve optimal power production.

13. (Withdrawn) A DC- to-AC power inverter, comprising:

a) one DC power input port having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) one AC power output port arranged to supply AC power to the AC power grid,;

c) a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power source and arranged to convert
the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

d) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC-DC boost converter and arranged to invert
the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power voltage;

e) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the external AC
power from the AC power grid;

f) aload interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal AC
powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency components out of
the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

g) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converter, DC-AC inverter,
and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the DC boost voltage, control
the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC
inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power
amount and status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as AC

powerline switching and isolation;
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h) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC powerline
through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance data between said
microcontroller and said power grid;

i) aline sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said microcontroller
for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC power from the power grid;
and

j) asolid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC grid during the

non-generation time.

14, (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 13, in which the output of said inverter is
single-phase AC.

15, (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 13, in which the output of said inverter is
three-phase AC.

16. (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 13, in which said MFA microcontroller
includes Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converter, and
MFA optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

17. (Withdrawn) A DC- to-AC power inverter, comprising:

a) at least two DC power input ports, each of said DC power input ports having one DC
power source connected thereto;

b) one AC power output port arranged to supply AC power to the AC power grid;

¢) for each DC power source, a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power
sources and arranged to convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage suitable for

inversion;

Page 8
EAST\54865682.1

IPR2024-00360 Page 00146



Application No. 12/837,162
Office Action dated December 26, 2012

d) a DC power combiner connected to said DC-DC boost converters for combining the
DC output from all DC-DC boost converters and allowing the said DC-DC boost converters to
connect in parallel so that all DC currents are added together;

e) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arrahged to invert the
DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power voltage;

f) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the external AC
power from the power grid;

g) aload interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal AC
powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency components out of
the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

h) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters, DC-AC inverter,
and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the DC boost voltage, control
the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power point tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC
inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC current and voltage for generated power
amount and status, perform powerline communications, and perform logic controls such as AC
powerline switching and isolation;

i) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC powerline
through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance data between said
microcontroller and said power grid,;

j) aline sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said microcontroller
for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC power from the power grid;
and

k) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC grid during the

non-generation time.

18.  (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 17, in which the output of said inverter is
single-phase AC.
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19.  (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 17, in which the output of said inverter is
three-phase AC.

20.  (Withdrawn) The inverter of Claim 17, in which said MFA microcontroller
includes Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converters,
and MFA optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

21.  (Original) A scalable DC to AC power inversion system for providing AC power
to a power grid from a plurality of individual DC power sources each having a DC power output
port, comprising:

a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having at least one DC
power input port, an AC power input port, and an AC power output port, each of said DC power
input ports having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC
power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of the first inverter
being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter being connected to a power
service panel of the power grid;

c) whereby said system is incrementally scalable by adding or subtracting DC power
sources and daisy-chained inverters; and

d) whereby an optimal amount of AC power is generated and supplied to said power grid

regardless of the performance of any individual power source.

22.  (Original) The system of Claim 21, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

23.  (Original) The system of Claim 21, in which the output of each of said power
inverters is three-phase AC,
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24, (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 9[[ or 17]], in which the said MFA
microcontroller is programmed with a main program to iteratively:

a) turn on and off the inverter’s generation circuit based on the DC power source input
and conditions of the inverter and AC powerline,

b) calculate the inverter’s power statistics such as the amount of power generated during
a certain period of time; v

c) perform diagnostics for the inverter’s status and operation;

d) set the inverter’s unit address;

e) perform powerline communications; and

f) respond to queries from data gathering or acquisition devices to report the power

statistics.

25. (Original) The system of Claim 24, in which said MFA microcontroller is further
programmed with an interrupt service routine (ISR) to:

a) respond to an interrupt;

b) save the current context of the main program;

¢) read voltage and current signals from the DC source, DC-DC boost converter, and
DC-AC inverter;

d) read phase and zero-crossing point data of the AC powerline;

e) perform maximum power point tracking (MPPT) for each DC power source connected
to the inverter;

f) perform DC-AC inversion and AC synchronization;

g) send out PWM control signals through the digital output ports; and

h) restore the saved context of the main program so that the execution of the main

program can be resumed.

26.  (Currently Amended) A method of making a DC to AC power conversion system

incrementally scalable, comprising:
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a) providing a plurality of DC power sources and a plurality of DC to AC power
inverters, said inverters each having an AC input port, an AC output port, and at least one DC
input port;

b) connecting at least one of said DC power sources, respectively, to at least one of said
DC input ports; and

¢) daisy-chaini

saidinverter providing AC power to the power grid.

27. (Original) The method of Claim 26, in which the output of each of said power

inverters is single-phase AC.

28.  (Original) The method of Claim 26, in which the output of each of said power
inverters is three-phase AC.

29.  (New) The method of claim 26 further comprising daisy-chaining at least two of
said inverters, said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the
AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of the first inverter
being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter being connected to a power

service panel of the power grid.
30. (New) The method of claim 26 where the providing of AC power includes

producing a total AC power that is the summation of the AC power supplied by each said

inverter.
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Remarks/Arguments

In response to the Office Action dated December 26, 2012, Applicants elect Group I,
drawn to a system for providing AC power, without traverse. The Office Action associates
claims 1-12, 24 and 25 with this group. However, it is respectfully suggested that claims 1-12
and 21-30 should be associated with this group. Applicants reserve the right to file a divisional
application on the non-elected claims. Applicants have amended claims 24 and 26 and have
added new claims 29-30.

The application has been amended to place the application condition for allowance. All
amendments are supported by the specification. An early notice of allowance is earnestly
solicited.

Please charge any shortage in the fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.
50-3266.

Respectfully submitted,

DLA PIPER %P U

Vit -
Dale S. Lazar
Registration No. 28,872
Attorney for Applicant
DSL/amd
PO Box 2758
Reston, VA 20195
(703) 773.4000 Telephone
(703) 773.5200 Fax
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Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit
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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)IX Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 July 2010.
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[] This action is non-finall.
3)[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
__ ;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.
4[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 2183.

Disposition of Claims

5)X Claim(s) 1-28 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) ___is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)[J Claim(s) _____is/are allowed.
7)] Claim(s) ____is/are rejected.
8)[] Claim(s) is/are objected to.

9)X] Claim(s) 1-28 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway
program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hito/Awww.usplo.gov/patents/init_svenis/pehvindex.isp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspio.qoyv.

Application Papers

10)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[_] accepted or b)[[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)[J Al b)[]Some * ¢)[] None of:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _____
3.1 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.
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DETAILED ACTION

Election/Restrictions
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121:
I Claims 1-12 and 24-25, drawn to a system for providing AC power to a power
grid from a plurality of individual DC power sources, classified in class 307,
subclass 43.

1I. Claims 13-28, drawn to an inverter, classified in class 363, subclass 13.

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons:

Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as
claimed because the systems of Group I do not require the particular inverter of Group II as
evidenced by the divergent claimed subject matter. The subcombination has separate utility such
as an inverter in any power supply circuit where DC power is desired from an AC input.

The examiner has required restriction between combination and subcombination
inventions. Where applicant elects a subcombination, and claims thereto are subsequently found
allowable, any claim(s) depending from or otherwise requiring all the limitations of the

allowable subcombination will be examined for patentability in accordance with 37 CFR 1.104.

IPR2024-00360 Page 00157



Application/Control Number: 12/837,162 Page 3
Art Unit: 2836

See MPEP § 821.04(a). Applicant is advised that if any claim presented in a continuation or
divisional application is anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a claim that is allowable
in the present application, such claim may be subject to provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory

double patenting rejections over the claims of the instant application.

Restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper because all these inventions
listed in this action are independent or distinct for the reasons given above and there would be a
serious search and/or examination burden if restriction were not required because at least the
following reason(s) apply:
(i) the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their different
classification;
(ii) the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art due to their recognized
divergent subject matter;
(iii) the inventions require a different field of search (for example, searching different
classes/subclasses or electronic resources, or employing different search queries);
(iv) the prior art applicable to one invention would not likely be applicable to another
invention;
(v) the inventions are likely to raise different non-prior art issues under 35 U.S.C. 101

and/or 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph.

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include
(i) an election of a invention to be examined even though the requirement may be traversed (37

CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims encompassing the elected invention.
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The election of an invention may be made with or without traverse. To reserve a right to
petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly and specifically
point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election shall be treated as an
election without traverse. Traversal must be presented at the time of election in order to be
considered timely. Failure to timely traverse the requirement will result in the loss of right to
petition under 37 CFR 1.144. If claims are added after the election, applicant must indicate
which of these claims are readable upon the elected invention.

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions are not patentably distinct,
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the
inventions to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either
instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence

or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention.

Conclusion
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Daniel Cavallari whose telephone number is 571-272-8541. The
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10:00am-6:30pm.
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Jared Fureman can be reached at (571)272-2391. The fax phone number for the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at §66-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/Daniel Cavallari/
12/16/2012

PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER
ART UNIT 2836
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Guide," University of Michigan, January 1974,

International Preliminary Report on Patentability issued in PCT/US2040/042123 on January
26, 2012.

image File Wrapper of related U.8. Application No. 13/387 402 electronically captured on
June 15, 2012,

image File Wrapper of related U.S. Application No. 13/493,622 electronically captured on
June 15, 2012,

Examiner
Signature

!IDate Considered

SEXAMINER: Initial f reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw lina through citation if not in conformance and not considered.
include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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Docket No.: 350809-000003

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

IN RE APPLICATION: George Shu-Xing Cheng Conf. No. 3679

SERIAL NUMBER: 12/837,162 Group: 2836
FILED: July 15, 2010 Examiner: Daniel J. Cavakkan
FOR: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS
LIST OF RELATED CASES
Serial Number  Publication Number  Filing or Publication Date Status
13/397.402 N/A February 15, 2012 Pending
13/493,622 N/A June 11, 2012 Pending

The cases listed on this Notice of Related Cases include cases which may contain
information that is material to patentability. The listing of a case on this Notice should not be
taken as an indication or admission that any information contained therein is material. Prior art
for each case listed on this Notice may have been cited. The files corresponding to the listed
cases, which are available to the Fxaminer, may not have been examined to ascertain the
materiality of any prior art therein. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to review the file
for each case listed on this Notice in order to assess the materiality of such prior art.

Respectfully submitted,

DLA Pigﬁﬁi,g,@_ﬁg Y aws

’D g,ie S;. Fazar © i -

P.G. Box 2758

Reston, VA 20195 Reg. No. 28,872
Tel. 703.773.4000 Attorney of Record
Fax (703) 773-5200 Date: June 15, 2012
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 13030586
Application Number: 12837162
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 3679

Title of Invention:

SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

George Shu-Xing CHENG

Customer Number:

47604

Filer:

Dale S. Lazar/Ava M. Dixon

Filer Authorized By:

Dale S. Lazar

Attorney Docket Number: 350809-000003
Receipt Date: 15-JUN-2012
Filing Date: 15-JUL-2010
Time Stamp: 17:19:09

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document s . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
1682786
1 IDS.pdf yes 5

5fad42ab5af8b850ffe3ea02893311966ad 1
6c00
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Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Transmittal Letter 1 3
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SB08) 4 4
Transmittal Letter 5 5
Warnings:
Information:
3062086
2 Non Patent Literature 13397402IFWJUNE152012.pdf no 77
d51318175¢36aa40e2e3a6a5ebb586fc2b6
d05a
Warnings:
Information:
3188337
3 Non Patent Literature 13493622IFWJUNE152012.pdf no 58
938cebe7e917ca36371636bealee72d1d37]
Warnings:
Information:
10099468
4 Non Patent Literature LumpedParameter.pdf no 208
284fbf320849230cd 10d0d380e3d63f47fd 8|
926
Warnings:
Information:
PCTUS2010042123IPERJAN262 2704561
5 Non Patent Literature no 8
012.pdf
abda229a09b336c3da5638745 1fea2c5a25
98c68
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes):l 20737238
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Docket No.: 350809-000003

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

IN RE APPLICATION: George Shu-Xing Cheng Cont. No. 3679

SERIAL NUMBER: 12/837,162 Group: 2836
FILED: July 15, 2010 Examiner: Dantiel J. Cavallari
FOR: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.FR. 1.97

Commissioner for Patents June 15, 2012
PO BOX 1450
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

Sir:
Applicani(s) wish(es) to disclose the following information.

Applicant(s) wish{es) to make of record the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-
1449, Copies of the listed documents are attached, where required, as are either
statements of relevancy or any readily available full or partial English translations of any
non-English-language documents.

EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE

The documents listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 were cited in related and
corresponding applications. English language abstracts and translations are provided for
the convenience of the Examiner where available.

RELATED CASES

> Attached is a list of Applicant’s(s") pending applications and issued patents which may
be related to the present application. Copies of the documents, where required, are
attached along with Form PTO-1449,

EASTWIS07307.1
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Application No.: 12/837,162
Attorney Docket No.: 350809-000003

CERTIFICATION
The undersigned certifies that

] each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first
cited in any communication from a foreign or international patent office in a counterpart
foreign or international application for the first time (to the knowledge of the
undersigned, having made reasonable inquiry) not more than three months prior to the
filing of this statement (See 37 CFR 1.97(e}(1)).

1 no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a
communication from a foreign or international patent office in a counterpart foreign or
international application, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) more
than three months prior to the filing of this statement. (See 37 CFR 1.97(e}2))

BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed:

without fee and within three months of the filing date of the application.

without fee and within three months of the date of entry of the U.S. national stage.
without fee and before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits (to the
knowledge of the undersigned).

without fee and with the appropriate certification above.

without fee and with a new CPA application.

without fee and with a Request for Continued Examination.

with fee and before the mailing date of any Final Office Action, Notice of Allowance or
an action that otherwise closes prosecution {to the knowledge of the undersigned).

with fee, appropriate certification above, and before payment of the Issue Fee.

.

L]
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Application No.: 12/837,162
Attorney Docket No.: 350809-000003

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT

< Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith, or credit any
overpayment 1o Deposit Account No. 50-3266.

Respectfully submitted,

DLA PIPER LLP/US

Da}eS Lazar
Registration No, 28,872
Attorney for Applicant

DSIL/amd

P.O. Box 2738
Reston, VA 20195
Tel. 703.773.4000
Fax (703) 773-5200
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PTO/SB/08a (08-03)

Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

| Complete if Known |
‘ [pplication Number ((12/837,162
|Filing Date Yuly 15, 2010

Substitute for form 1449A/PTO

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

|
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT E : '
First Named Inventor|[George Shu-Xing Cheng |
(Use as many sheets as necessary) ]2838 I
| I Il[ i Examiner Name Unknown |
Attorney Docket
' Numbe —[850809-000003 |
I Il | Il [
| I | U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
| Il I 1l Il
P Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines, Where
[Exeminer iniais” || __Cite No. | Document Number | Pubtcation Date ™ icant ot Cited || R fevent Passages or Ralevart
Document Figures Appear
US -2003/7369 1/9/2003 Gilbreth
US -2009-160258 6/25/2009 James
US -2009-159113 6/25/2009 Keiji
US -2008-111517 5/15/2008 Pfeifer
US -2004-264225 12/30/2004 Bhavaraju
US -2001-52704 12/20/2001 Bosley
US -2001/52704 12/20/2001 Bosley
US -2002/73713 6/20/2002 Mackay
US -2002/99476 7/25/2002 Hamrin
US -2002/166324 11/14/2002 Willis
US -2004/103669 6/3/2004 Willis
US -2004/119291 ’ 6/24/2004 Hamrin
US -2004/135436 7/15/2004 Gilbreth
US -5,903,116 5/11/1999 GEIS
US -6,031,294 2/29/2000 GEIS
US -6,192,668 2/27/2001 MACKAY
US -6,265,786 7/24/2001 BOSLEY
US -6,325,142 12/4/2001 BOSLEY
US -6,381,944 5/7/2002 ||Mackay
US -6,487,096 11/26/2002 ”GlLBRETH
US -6,495,929 12/17/2002 [|Bos|ey
US -6,612,112 9/2/2003 [Gilbreth
US -6,784,565 8/31/2004 [Wall
US -6,870,279 3/22/2005 [Gilbreth
US -6,958,550 10/25/2005  [[Gilbreth
US -6,960,840 11/1/2005 [willis
US -2008/111517 5/156/2008 ||Pfeifer
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Examiner Cite No.' Foreign Patent Document | TName of Patentee or_|[[Pages, Columns,
it Publication Date I@gzﬂﬁgﬁf fChed Tl;'!i;\;i,a\:]\(here
| Country Code™ Number® Kind Code” (if MM-DD-YYYY Passages or F__ ]
known}) | K::)e;nt Figures
I

EAST\45128856.1
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PTO/SB/08a (08-03)

Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Substitute for form 1449A/PTO

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

Complete if Known

Application Number |12/837,162

Filing Date July 15, 2010
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT : ,
First Named Inventor | George Shu-Xing Cheng
(Use as many sheets as necessary) Art Unit 2838

Examiner Name Unknown

Attorney Docket
Number

350809-000003

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner
Initials™

Cite No.'

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when
appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium,
catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or
country where published.

Maniktala, Sanjaya., "Switching Power Supplies Ato Z,"
Elsevier, 2006.

International Search Report issued in PCT/US2010/042123
mailed February 22, 2011

Written Opinion issued in PCT/US2010/042123 mailed
February 22, 2011

Examiner
Signature

Date Considered

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered.
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

EASTW5128856.1
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PCT/US2010/042123
PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY

- PCT

LAZAR DALES.

DLA PIPER LLP P.O. BOX 2758 RESTON VA 20195 USA NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTALOF
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND
THE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION

{(PCT Rule 44.1}

— = d
Date of mailing P RN
(dayimonthsyenr) 22 FEBRUARY 2811 (2-2.02.20?\ n o 80 F
Applicant's or agent's file reference oN ‘ . v E g
FOR FURTHER ACTION  See paragraphs 1 and 4 below & o
350809-000004 o paragap & &3 R
Fons icat International filing date ; i
[nternational application No. (apmontityecs) -
PCT/US2010/642123 15 JULY 2010 ¢15.07.2010) o
Applicant : ::'L: o
e -5
GENERAL CYBERNATION GROUP, INC. et sl = é
{oae
i }Z{ The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the writien opinion of the International’Searching ~ - § e d —Q
Authority have been esiablished and are transmitted herswith. oy

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19:
The applicant 35 entitled, if he 50 wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46):
When? The tinie limit for filing such amendments is noxmally two months from the date of transmittal of the
international search report.
Where? Directly to the International Burean of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombeties
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile No.: +41 22 338 82 70
Yor mire detailed instructions, see PCT Applicant's Guide, International Phase, paragraphs 9.004 . 9.011.

2. D The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaratior. under
Article 17(2){2) to that effect and the written opinion of' the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith,

(9

D With regard to any protest against payment of {an) additional fes(s) under Rule 40.2; the applicant is notificd that:
D the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with any
request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices.

D 110 decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as 3 decision is made.
. Reminders

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching
Authority to the International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated
Offices unless an international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. Following the
expiration of 30 months from the priority date, these comments will also bz made available to the public.

o

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the
International Bureaw. If'the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the
international application, or of the priority claim, must reach the International Burgau before the completion of the
technical preparations for international publication (Rules 90bis.1 and 90bis.3).

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international
preliminary examination must be fited if the applicant wishes to posipone the entry into the national phase until 3¢
menths from the priority date (1n some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 mouths from the
priority date, perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices.

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or tater) will apply even if no demand s filed
within [9months.

For details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see www.wipo.int/pei/en/texts/time_limits.him} and the
PCT Applicant's Guide, National Chapters.

Name and mailing address of the [SA/KR Autherized officer
: Korean Intellectual Property Office

Government Complex-Dacjeon, 138 Sconsa-ro, COMMISSIONER
_ Sec-gu, Dagjeon 302-701, Republic of Korea
Pacsimile No. 82-42-472-7140 Telephone No. 82-42-481-8754

Form PCTASA/ZZ0 (July 2010}
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* Attention

Copies of the documents cited in the international search report can be searched in the following Korean Intellectual
Property Gffice English website for three months from the date of mailing of the intemationa! search report.

http/veaw kipo.go krfen/=> PCT Services => PCT Services

1D PCT international application number
PW: GoKCHIXK

Inguiries related 1o PCT International Search Report or Writtent Opinion prepared by KIPO as an International
Searching Authority can be-answered not only by KIPO but also through IPKC (Intellectual Property Korea
Center), located in Vienna, VA, which functions as a PCT Help Desk for PCT applicants.

Homepage: htip//www.ipkcenter.com
Email: ipkc@ipkeenter.com

Phone: +1 703 388 1066

Fax: +1 703 388 1084

Notes to Form PCT/ISA/220 {July 2010}
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POT/US2010/042523
PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

PCT

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORTY

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44)

Applicant's or agent's file reference FOR FURTHER see Form PCTISA/220
330809-000002 ACTION as well as, where applicable, ftem 3 below.

International application No,

PCT/US2810/042123 15 JULY 2010 (15.07.2010) 16 JULY 2009 (16.07.2009}

Applicant

International filing date (day/morth/year) (Earitest) Priority Date (day/maonth/year)

GENERAL CYBERNATION GROUP, INC. etal

This {nternational search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitied to the applicant according
to Articke 8. A copy is being traismitted {o the International Bureau.

‘This international search report consists of a total of 4 sheets.
[:] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report.

i.  Basis of the report
2. With regard to the language, the {nternational search was cartied out on the basis of ©
the international application in the fanguage in which it was fited
a transiation of the international application into . Which is the language of'a
iranslation fumished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1{(b))

b. D This intemational search report has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake
authorized by or-notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43 65is(a)).

€ With regard o any nucleotide and/or amine acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, see Box No. .

2. D Certain cisims were found unsearchable (See Box No. 1)
3. D Unity of invention is iacking (See Box No. 1I)
4. Withregard to the title,

E the text is approved as submitted by the applicant.
D the text bas been established by this Authority to read as follows:

5. With regard to the abstract,
ihe text is approved as submitted by the applicant.
D the text hes been established, according to Rule 38.2, by this Authonty as it sppears in Box No. IV, The applicant

may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this A uthority.

With regard to the drawings,

o

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. &
as suggested by the applicant.
D as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure.
D as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characierizes the nvention,

b. 1_ none of the figure is to be published with the abstract.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) {July 2009)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REFORT

International application No.

PCT/US2016/642123

Al CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

HO27 3/38(2006.01)i, HO2F 7/35(2006.01)i, HO2M 7/48(2007.01)i

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B. FIELDE SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched {classification system followed by classification symbols)
HO2J3/38; HO2J 3/36; HO2J 1/00; HO2J 7/00; HOIL 31/042; HO2M 7/48

Korean utility models and applications for utifity models
Japanese utility models and applications for utility models

Documentation searchied other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are inchuded in the felds searched

Elsctronic data base consulted during the international search {name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
eKOMPASS(KIPO tternal) & Keywords: power grid, inverter, converter, daisy-chain, MPPT, modem, switch

C. DPOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category*

Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to claim No.

See the abstract: claim 1t figure 2.

See the abstract: claims 1, 9, figure 1.

See the abstract: claim 15 figure 1.

A US 2009-0159113 AT (MORIMOTO KEIJI) 25 June 2009

A US 2008-0111517 Al (PREIFER JOHN E. et ai.) 15 May 2008

A US 2004-0264225 AL (BHAVARAJU VIJAY et al.) 30 Decemher 2004

Y US 2003-0007369 A1 (MARK G. GILBRETH et al.} 09 Jamuary 2003 15-16
A See the abstract: claims 1-4! figures 1-7. 1-12,17-28
Y US 2009-0160258 Al (ALLEN JAMES et al.) 25 June 2009 13-16
A See the abstract: claim 10 figure 4. 1-12,17-28

! Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

~ )
{/l See patent family annex.

* Special categories of vited documents:

"A" document defming the general state of the art which is not considered
10 be of particular relevance

"E" earlier application or patent but published on or after the international
filing datc

"L”  document which may throw doubts on priotity claim(s) or which is

cited to establish the publication date of citation or other
special reason (as specified)

"O" decument referring toan oral disclosure, use, ‘exhibition or other
means

"P" document published prior to the intemationaf filing date but later
than the priogity date claimed

“T" later document published after the internationat filing date or pricrity
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to. understand
the principle or theory underlying the inventien

"X document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
eonsidered novel o5 cannot be considersd to involve an inventive
step. when the document is taken alone

"Y" document of particular relevance; the ciaimed invention cannoi be

considered 1o involve an inventive step when the documment Is
combined with one or more other such documenis,such combination
being vbvious to a person skiffed in the art

"&" document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the international search

21 FEBRUARY 2011 (21.02.2011)

Date of mailing of the intermational search report

22 FEBRUARY 20811 (22.02.2811)

Name and mailing address of the ISA/KR

Korean Inteliectual Property Office
Government Complex-Dagjeon, 139 Seonsa-ro, Seo-
Facsumile No. 82-42-472-7140

gy, Dacjeon 302-701, Republic of Korea

Authorized officer R :

WEE Jae Woo

§2-42-481-8540

Teléphone No.

Form PCT/ASA/210 (second sheet) (July 2009
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT Intemational application Ne:

Information on patent family members POT/US20106/342123

Patent docwment Publication Patent fammly Pubtication

cited in search report date member(s) date

US 2003-0007369 Al 09.01.2003 (A 2246769 C 10.11.2009
CA 2279320~-A1 27.04.,2000
EF 0901218 A2 10.03. 1999
EP 0901218 A3 16.08.2000
EP 0901218 B 21.12.2005
JPO11-122895 A 30.04.198%
S 2001-0017029 A3 30.08. 2001
US 2001-0052704 A1 20.12. 2001
US 2002~-0030364 Al 14.03.2002
US 2002-0073713 Al 20.06.2002
US 20020099476 Al 25.07.2002
Us 2002-0121091 Al 05.09.2002
US 2002-0168324 Al 14, 11.2002
US 2002-0190695 Al 19.12.2002
US 2002-0198648 Al 26.12.2002
Us 20040100101 Al 27.05.2004
US 2004-0103669 Al 03.06.2004
US 2004~0119291 Al 24,06.2004
US 2004-0135436 Al 15.07.2004
US 2004~0245783 Al 08. 12.2004
US 5803116 At 11.05. 1888
US 6031284 Al 28.02.2000
US 6192668 B1 27.02.2001
US 6265786 81 24.07.2001
Us 8325142 81 04.12.2001
US 6381944 82 07.05.2002
US 6487096 B1 26.11.2002
US 6495929 B2 17.12.2002
Ug 8612112 B2 02.08.2003
US 6784565 B2 31.08.2004
US 6870279 B2 22.03.2005
US 6958550 B2 25.10.2005
US 6960840 B2 01.11.2005

US 2009-01680258 Al 25.06.2009 Al 2008~340268 A1 02.07.2009
CA 2709691~-A1 02.07.2009
ER 2223192 Al 01.09.2010
KR 10-2010-0129721 A 09,12.2010
0 2009-082708 A1 02.07.2009

US 2009-0158113 Al 25.06.20090 AU 2007-244454 A1 08.11.2007
£P 2012363 At 07.01.2008
JP W020-071258 67A1 08.11.2007
WO 2007-125867 Al 08.11.2007

US 2008-0111517 Al 15.05.2008 US 2008-111517 Al 15.05,2008
W0 2008-061116 A2 22.05.2008
W0 2008-061116 A3 20.11.2008

Form PCT/ASA/Z10 (patent family annex) (July 2009y
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT Intemnational application Ne.

Information on patent family members POT/US2016/042123
Patent document Publication Patent Tanuily Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
US 2004-0264225 Al 30.12.2004 US 2004-264225 Al 30.12.2004

US 7256566 B2 14.08.2007

Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 2009)
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PCT/US2010/042123
PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

From the
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY
by PCT
LAZAR DALES.
DLA PIPER LLP P.0. BOX 2758 RESTON VA 20195 USA WRITTEN OPINION OF THE,
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY
{(PCT Rule 43bis.1)
Date of mailing ]
(deyimonthiyear} 22 FEBRUARY 2011 (22.82.2811)
Applicant's or agent's file reference FOR FURTHER ACTION
330809-000004 See paragraph 2 betow
OO RIS
International application No. International tiling date {day/monthiyedr) Priority date(dav/monthivear)
PCT/US2010/042123 15 JULY 2010 (15.07.2010) 16 JULY 2009 (16.07.2009)

Imtermational Patent Classtfication (IPC) or both national classification and IPC

HO2J 3/38(2006.01)i, HO2F 7/35(2006.01)i, HOIM 7/48(2007.01)i

Applicant
GSENERAL CYBERNATION GROUP, INC. etal

1. This opinion contains indications relating to the following ftems: : B :
m Box No. Basis of the opinion ) 55.3;“‘;;"2'1?’? fne 3 jiﬁg!}
e Bl LU
BoxNo. I Priority ﬂesp wf‘%’? (ﬁ,ﬂ‘.m 5 g2.41

Box No. Hi  Nog-establishment of opinion with regard te novelty, inventive step snd industrial applicability

BoxNo. 1V Lack of unity of invention

BoxNo. ¥V BReasoned statement under Rule 43bis. 1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such statement

Box No. VI Certain documents cited

Box No. VII  Certain defects in the international application

Box No. VUil Certain observations on the international application

HHLD KOO

2. FURTHER ACTION
[f a dernand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be 3 written opinion of the
Intemnational Preliminary Examining Authority {“[PEA™) except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority
other than this on¢ to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66. 1bis(h) that written
opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered.

If this opinion is, as provided above, considersd to be a written opion of the IPEA, the applicant s invited to submit to the
IPEA a written reply together, whete appropriate, with amendments; before: the expiration of 3 months from the dase of mailing
of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires {afer.

For further options, see Form PCT/SA/220.

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220.

Name and mailing address of the [SA/KR Date of completion of this opinion { Authorized officer
Kerean Intettectual Property Office
3 e - t 1
e omplovDaciean, 139 121 FEBRUARY 2011 21.022011) | WEE Jac Woo
@ -701, Republic of Korea
Facsimile No. 82-42-472-7140 Telephone No.82-42-481-8540

Form PCTASA/Z3T (cover sheet) (July 200%)
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) fnternational application No.
WRITTEN OPINION OF THE

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/US2010/042123

Box No, I Basis of this opinion

1. With regard to the Janguage, this opinion has been established onthe basisof :
& the international application in the language in which it was filed

[ a translation of the international application into . which is the language of a
transiation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b}}

I

B This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an shylous mistake authortzed by or notified

to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis. 1(a))
3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amine acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this opinion has been
established on the basis of:

a. a sequence listing filed or furnished

D on paper

D in electronic form

b. time of filing or furnishing
D contained in the intemational application as filed.
D filed together with the international application in electronic form.
D furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search.

4. D Tn addition. in the case that more than oneg version or copy of'a sequence listing has been filed'or furnished, the required
statements that the {nformation in the subscquent or additioan! copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does

not go bevond the application as filed, a5 appropnate, were furnished.

3. Additional comments:

Form PCTASA/237 (Box No. 1) July 2009)
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Internationaj application No.

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/US2616/042123

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.2{a)(t) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such statement

1. Statement

Novelty (V) Claims 128 YES
Claims  NONE NO

Inventive step (13) Claims 1-12,17-28 YES
Claims ~ 13-16 NG

Industrial applicability (1A)  Claims 1428 YES
Claims NONE NO

2. Citations and expianations :

Reference is made to the following documents:

D1 US 2003-0007369 Al (MARK G. GILBRETH et al.) 09 January 2003
D27 US 2009-0160238 Al (ALLEN JAMES et al.) 25 June 2009

D31 US 2009-0159113 Al (MORIMOTO KEL) 25 June 2009

D41 US 2003-0111517 Al (PFEIFER JOHN E. et al,) 15 May 2008

D3: US 2004-0264225 A1 (BHAVARAJU VIJAY et al.) 30 December 2004

I, Novelty and Inventive step

1.1, Claims 1-4

The subject matter of claim { differs from these prior art docuraent in that claim 1 inclades a AC power output
part of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC power input port of the next inverter. And it
is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the documents, taken alone or in combination.
Therefore, claim 1 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3) with respect to novelty and
inventive step.

Claims 2-4 are dependant on claim 1 and therefore meet the requirements of PCT Asticle 33(2) and (3).

1.2. Claims 5-8

The subject matter of claim § differs from these prior art document in that claim 5 includes a AC power output
port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC power input port of the next inverter. And 1t
is not obvious to a person skilled in the art by the documents, taken alone or in combination.
Therefore, claim 5 meets the requirements of PCT Atticle 33(2) and (3) with respect to novelty and
inventive step.

Claims 68§ are dependant on claim 3 and therefore meet the requirements of PCT Asticle 33(2) and (3).

- L3, Claims 9-12, 24-25
he subject matter of claim 9 differs from these prior art docuraent in that claim 9 includes a AC powser output
port of cach inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC power input port of the nexi inverter. And it
is not obvious t a person skilled in the art by the documents, taken alone or in combination.
Therefore, claim 9 meects the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3) with respect 1o novelty and
inventive step.

Claims 10~12, 2423 are dependant on claim 9 and therefore meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and
(3).

(Continued on the Supplemental box.)

Form PCT/ISA/237 {Box No, V) (July 2009
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International tication No.
WRITTEN OPINION OF THE niernational application No

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY POT/US2010/042123

Box No. ViI Certsin defects:in the international application

The following defects in the fonn or conients of the international application have been noted:

Claims of this application are not numbered consceutively in Arabic numbers, since claims 1-28 are found twice. (PCT Rule 6.1(b})

Form PCTASA/237 (Box No. Vif) (July 2009)
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International application No.

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY POTAUS2010/042123

Box No. VIII Certain observations on the internationsl application

The following observations on the clarity of the claims. description; and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully
supported by the description, are mads:

L. The term “m number of DC-DC boost converters” used in claim 9 is vague and unclear, thereby rendering the claim 9 unclear
(PCT Article 6).

2. Claim 17 relates to a DC-to-AC power-inverter, but claim 24 dependant on claim 17 relates to-2 system. As claim 24 does not
clearly define the matter for which protection s sought, this claim does not meet the reguirement of PCT Article 6.

Form PCTASA/237 (Box No, Vi) (July 2009

IPR2024-00360 Page 00182



International application No.

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY POT/UIS2016/042123

Supplemental Box

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not suificient.
Continuation of :

Box No. V

1.4, Claims 1316

D1, which is considered to be the closest prior art to the subject matter of claim 13, discloses a2 power
coritrolter comprising! 2 generator inverter, a DC bus, a means for providing a constart AC voltage and a
current outpit, controller regulating a DC bus voltage, a power switch, Claim 13 differs from D1 in that claim
13 includes an MFA microcontroller performing maximum power point wracking (MPPT). However, it is well
known from a maximum power point iracking (MPPT) component varying an operating point of a boost
converter to maich the impedance of a DC from a energy receiving component (o maximize transfer of power
in D2, Accordingly. claim 13 would have been abvious over DI in view of D2. Therefore, claim 13 lacks an
inventive step under PCT Article 33(3).

The additional feature of claims 14—15 dependent on claim {3 is considered to be a minor difference over the
disclosure of D1-D2, that falls under the general knowledge by a person skilled in the art.

The additional feature of ¢laim 16 dependent on claim 13 is similar to the feature of a maximum power point
tracking (MPPT)} component varying an operating point of a boost converter to match the impedance of a DC
from a energy receiving component to maximize transfer of power in D2.

Therefore, claims 13-16 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3).

1.5, Claims 17-20

The subject matter of clajm 17 differs from these prior art document in that claim 17 includes a DC power
combiner connected to DC-DC boost converters. And it is not obvicus to a person skilled in the art by
the documents. taken alonme or in combination. Therefore, claim 17 meets the requirements of PCT
Article 33¢(2) and {3} with respect to novelty and inventive step.

Claims 18-20 are dependant on claim 17 and therefore meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3).

1.6, Claims 21-23

The subject matter of claim 21 differs from these prior art document in that claim 21 includes a AC power
output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC power input port of the next inverter.
And it s not obviens to a person skilled in the art by the documents. taken alone or in
combination. Therefore, claim 21 meets the requirements of PCT Asticle 33{2) and (3) with respect
to novelty and inventive step.

Claims 22~23 are dependant on claim 21 and therefore meet the réquiremerits of PCT Article 33(2) and (3).
1.7. Claims 26-28

The subject matter of claim 26 differs from these prior art document in that claim 26 includes daisy—chaining
at least two of inverters. And it is not obvious 1o a person skilled in the art by the documents, taken
alone or in combination. Therefore, claim 26 meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3)
with respect {0 novelty and inventive step.

Claiins 27-28 are dependant on claim 26 and therefore meet the vequirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3).

2. Industrial Applicability

Claims 1-28 are considered to be industrially applicable under PCT Article 33(4).

Fomm PCT/ISA/237 {Supplemental Box) (July 2009y
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Docket No.: 350809-000003

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

IN RE APPLICATION: George Shu-Xing Cheng Conf. No. 3679

SERIAL NUMBER: 12/837,162 Group: 2836
FILED: July 15,2010 Examiner: Unknown
FOR: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.97

Assistant Commissioner for Patents July 11, 2011
PO BOX 1450
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

Sir:
Applicant(s) wish(es) to disclose the following information.

REFERENCES

X Applicant(s) wish(es) to make of record the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-
1449. Copies of the listed documents are attached, where required, as are either
statements of relevancy or any readily available full or partial English translations of any
non-English-language documents.

EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE

The documents listed on the attached Form PTO 1449 were cited in related and
corresponding applications. English language abstracts and translations are provided for
the convenience of the Examiner where available.

RELATED CASES

] Attached is a list of Applicant’s(s”) pending applications and issued patents which may
be related to the present application. Copies of the documents, where required, are
attached along with Form PTO-1449.

EAST\45128768.1
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Application No.: 12/837,162
Attorney Docket No.: 350809-000003

CERTIFICATION
The undersigned certifies that

[] each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first
cited in any communication from a foreign or international patent office in a counterpart
foreign or international application for the first time (to the knowledge of the
undersigned, having made reasonable inquiry) not more than three months prior to the
filing of this statement (See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1)).

[] no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a
communication from a foreign or international patent office in a counterpart foreign or
international application, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) more
than three months prior to the filing of this statement. (See 37 CFR 1.97(¢)(2))

BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed:

without fee and within three months of the filing date of the application.

without fee and within three months of the date of entry of the U.S. national stage.
without fee and before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits (to the
knowledge of the undersigned).

without fee and with the appropriate certification above.

without fee and with a new CPA application.

without fee and with a Request for Continued Examination.

with fee and before the mailing date of any Final Office Action, Notice of Allowance or
an action that otherwise closes prosecution (to the knowledge of the undersigned).

with fee, appropriate certification above, and before payment of the Issue Fee.

N (I

EAST\45128768.1
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Application No.: 12/837,162
Attorney Docket No.: 350809-000003

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT

X Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith, or credit any
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-3266.

Respectfully submitted,

DLA PIPER LLP Us /

//k/(/ I/ / //7;1

DaleSLazar O /// ——
Registration No. 28,872
Attorney for Applicant
DSL/jce
P.O. Box 2758
Reston, VA 20195
Tel. 703.773.4000
Fax (703) 773-5200
3

EAST\45128768.1
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO, Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

[ APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRSTNAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
12/837,162 07/15/2010 George Shu-Xing CHENG 350809-000003
CONFIRMATION NO. 3679
47604 PUBLICATION NOTICE

DLA PIPER LLP US

Py, BX 2765 T

RESTON, VA 20195

(T

Title:SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

Publication No.US-2011-0012430-A1
Publication Date:01/20/2011

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTQO's publically available Searchable Databases via the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set forth
in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's Office of
Public Records. The Office of Public Records can be reached by telephone at (703) 308-9726 or (800) 972-6382,
by facsimile at (703) 305-8759, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Office of
Public Records, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and the

dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through the Patent
Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application Information and
Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently http://pair.uspto.gov/. Prior to

publication, such status information is confidential and may only be obtained by applicant using the private side of
PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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PTO/SB/08a (08-03)
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

/
Under aperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB contro! number.
Substitute for form 1449A/PTO Complete if Known

{Application Number [12/837,162

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE | 2= T
B STATEMENT BY APPLICANT T TR i

(Use as many sheets as necessary) Art Unit 1R838

3 [Examiner Name | [Unknown
Sheet I ot R ||Attorney Docket Number_]|350809-000003 |

l U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
= ;‘:l"sife" | ite No.” [[I_-I-Document Number | ;ﬂgagiww WN{agx:}gf I;’atenteetor Applicant ig.ges, (‘R:’Iumns.ﬂLim:s},?V:lherre:t
[Mmber-bﬁndCode“'m I o1 Ci locumen .Figures Appear_, or Reieva
US -6,055,524 4/25/2000 "‘Cheng, George
US -6,556,980 4/29/2003 Cheng, George
US -6,360,131 3/19/2002 Cheng, George
US 6,684,115 1/27/2004 Cheng, George
US -6,684,112 1/27/2004 Cheng, George
US -7,016,743 3/21/2006 Cheng, George
US -7,142,626 11/28/2006 Cheng, George
US -7,152,052 12/19/2006 Cheng, George
US -7,415,446 08/19/2008 Cheng, George
US -
US -
US -
US -
US -
US -
Jus -
Il US -
s | ’ﬂ
| FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS |
nginer Cite Foreign Patent Document Publication Date | Nam_e of Patentee or ages, Columns, Lines,
Initials™ No. MM-DD-YYYY || Applicant of Cited Document |E'gere Relevant Passages
T Country Code™> Number' Kind Code® (7 known) | r Relevant Figures Appear E::j

—

H

| |

Examiner ate "]
ignature I nsidered |

*EXAMINER: [nitial |f reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes
of USPTQ Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For
|Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind o
document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if

English language Translation is attached.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is-estimated to take 2 hours to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case.
Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO

[THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commlssioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

| If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2. ]
REST11582188.1
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PTO/SB/08a (08-03)

Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Substitute for form 1449A/PTO Complete If Known ’

Application Number 12/837,162 ,

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE i e 201

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT [ First Named Inventor Cheng, George et al.
Art Unit 2838

(Use as many sheets as necessary) Examiner Name Unknown
Numb '
Sheet 2 [of 2 Attomey Docket Num®e"”_|350809-000003

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

1 Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when 2
Cite No. appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), | T
date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.
RASHID H. MUHAMMAD, Power Electronics Handbook, 2007,

Academic Press

Examiner Initials*

Examiner .
Signature Date Considered

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered.
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. .

! Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Traderark
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO:
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2,

REST1\582188.1
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ARTIFACT SHEET

Enter artifact number below. Artifact number is application number +

artifact type code (see list below) + sequential letter (A, B, C ...). The first

artifact folder for an artifact type receives the letter A, the second B, etc..

Examples: 59123456PA, 59123456PB, 59123456ZA, 591234567B
12837162ZA

Indicate quantity of a single type of artifact received but not scanned. Create

individual artifact folder/box and artifact number for each Artifact Type.

CD(s) containing:
computer program listing D
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pages of specification
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gycket No.: 350809-000003

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

IN RE APPLICATION: George Shu-Xing Cheng Conf. No. 3679

SERIAL NUMBER: " 12/837,162 Group: 2838
FILED: | - July 15,2010 Examiner:  Unknown
FOR: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.97

Assistant Commissioner for Patents November 29, 2010
PO BOX 1450
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

Sir:
Applicant(s) wish(es) to disclose the following information.

REFERENCES

X Applicant(s) wish(es) to make of record the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-
1449. Copies of the listed documents are attached, where required, as are either
statements of relevancy or any readily available full or partial English translations of any
non-English-language documents.

EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCE

RELATED CASES

Il Attached is a list of Applicant’s(s’) pending applications and issued patents which may
be related to the present application. Copies of the documents, where required, are
attached along with Form PTO-1449. ‘

EAST\43885852.1
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Application No.: 12/837,162
Attorney Docket No.: 350809-000003

CERTIFICATION
The undersigned certifies that

[[]  eachitem of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first
cited in any communication from a foreign or international patent office in a counterpart
foreign or international application for the first time (to the knowledge of the
undersigned, having made reasonable inquiry) not more than three months prior to the
filing of this statement (See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1)).

[]  noitem of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a
communication from a foreign or international patent office in a counterpart foreign or
international application, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) more
than three months prior to the filing of this statement. (See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2))

BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed:

without fee and within three months of the filing date of the application.

without fee and within three months of the date of entry of the U.S. national stage.
without fee and before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits (to the
knowledge of the undersigned).

without fee and with the appropriate certification above.

without fee and with a new CPA application.

without fee and with a Request for Continued Examination.

with fee and before the mailing date of any Final Office Action, Notice of Allowance or
an action that otherwise closes prosecution (to the knowledge of the undersigned).

with fee, appropriate certification above, and before payment of the Issue Fee.

0 oo Moo

EAST\M1507507.1
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Application No.: 12/837,162
Attorney Docket No.: 350809-000003

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT

X Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith, or credit any
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-3266.

Respectfully submitted, '
D%R LI&Z US '

Dale S. Lazar
Registration No. 28,872
Attorney for Applicant
DSL/jcc ,
P.O. Box 2758
Reston, VA 20195
Tel. 703.773.4000
Fax (703) 773-5200
3
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO, Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER I 371(c) DATE UNIT I FIL. FEE RECD I ATTY.DOCKET.NO ITOT CLAIMSIIND CLAIMSl
12/837,162 07/15/2010 2838 1422 350809-000003 28 7
CONFIRMATION NO. 3679
47604 UPDATED FILING RECEIPT

DLA PIPER LLP US

P 0. Box 2758 R

RESTON, VA 20195
Date Mailed: 08/25/2010

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Applicant(s)

George Shu-Xing CHENG, Folsom, CA;

Steven L. Mulkey, Cameron Park, CA;
Assignment For Published Patent Application

GENERAL CYBERNATION GROUP, INC., RANCHO CORDOVA, CA
Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 47604

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This appln claims benefit of 61/226,141 07/16/2009

Foreign Applications

Permission to Access - A proper Authorization to Permit Access to Application by Participating Offices
(PTO/SB/39 or its equivalent) has been received by the USPTO.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 07/27/2010

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 12/837,162

Projected Publication Date: 01/20/2011
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **

page 1 of 3
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Title

SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS
Preliminary Class

363

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as

page 2 of 3
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set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

page 3 of 3
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DLAPrPERUS LLP
P.O. Box 2758
Reston, VA 20195
Telephone: 703-773-4149
Facsimile: (703) 773-52080

DOCKET NO.: 350809-000003
ATTENTION: APPLICATION BRANCH

THIS IS A RESPONSE TO A
NOTICE TQO FILE MISSING PARTS OF APPLICATION

MAIL BOX MISSING PARTS

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
PO BOX 1450

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450

Re:  Application No: 12/837,162
Applicant(s) Cheng, George Shu-Xing et al.
Filed: July 15, 2010
For: SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

SIR:
Attached hereto for filing are the following papers:

Declaration
PTO-875 Fee Worksheet

QOur payment in the amount of $1,422.00 is submitted herewith. In the event any variance exists
between the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges for filing the above-noted documents, please
charge or credit the difference to our Deposit Account No. 50-3266.

Respectiully submitted,

DLA PEP}ERL 1S

Dale S. Lazar
Registration No. 28,872

Attorney for Applicant
DSLAec
August 12, 2010

EAST\43206030.1
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

12837162

Filing Date:

15-Jul-2010

Title of Invention:

SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

George Shu-Xing CHENG

Filer:

Dale S. Lazar/Josefina Cheng

Attorney Docket Number:

350809-000003

Filed as Small Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suz-s'l's(tsa)l in
Basic Filing:
Utility filing Fee (Electronic filing) 4011 1 82 82
Utility Search Fee 2111 1 270 270
Utility Examination Fee 2311 1 110 110
Pages:
Claims:
Claims in excess of 20 2202 10 26 260
Independent claims in excess of 3 2201 4 110 440
Multiple dependent claims 2203 1 195 195
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sull)J-S'I';(tsa)l in
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Late filing fee for oath or declaration 2051 1 65 65
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 1422
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 8195444
Application Number: 12837162
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 3679

Title of Invention:

SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

George Shu-Xing CHENG

Customer Number:

47604

Filer:

Dale S. Lazar/Josefina Cheng

Filer Authorized By:

Dale S. Lazar

Attorney Docket Number: 350809-000003
Receipt Date: 12-AUG-2010
Filing Date: 15-JUL-2010
Time Stamp: 14:47:01

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment

yes

Payment Type

Credit Card

Payment was successfully received in RAM

$1422

RAM confirmation Number

904

Deposit Account

Authorized User

File Listing:

Document

Number Document Description

File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages

File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
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880377
1 Oath or Declaration filed 350809-3DEC.pdf no 2

74ea3e4860d8189db1d999cb0fe672803e|
laaab

Warnings:

Information:

282874
2 Miscellaneous Incoming Letter 350809-3MPTransmittal.pdf no 1
2295042290ec656c088060e65528d5c4 100}
Warnings:
Information:
41716
3 Fee Worksheet (PTO-875) fee-info.pdf no 2
5908¢17368ec89a0ald2dec6589c045eb34|
bdcce
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes):i 1204967

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35

U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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~ % A 1 FOR ATTORNEYS USE ONLY
COMBINED DECLARATION SRR Ber e
ATTORNEYS BDOCKET NO

LL PATENTS, NCLUDING RDESIGN N i
oweros | AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 526905000603

FOR APPLICATION BASED ON PCL LARIS
U.S.A.

NON FRIORITY. OR PROVISIONAL SFRUICATIONS

As 2 below named inventor, 1 deciare that my residence, post office addrass and chizenship are stated befow.nexito my name, the infornation given herein 1§ W,
khat § behieve thet Fam the original, frst and sale inventor (if only one newe is isted at 101 below), oran original. first and joint inventor (if plural iyventers are
nawmed betow at 101-103, or on additional sheets attached heretoy of the subject miates which is claied and for which patent is sought on ‘dk. invention entitiad:

de SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS

wizich is deseribed and claimed in:

-

{1 PCT International Application Neo. , fHed . {if applicable) and amended on
™

i the atiached specification

| the specilication i appiication Serjal No. 12/837,162, filed July 15, 2610

1 (We) horeby state thas 1 (We) have reviewed and understand the content of the abave-dentified specification, including the clatms, as amended by any;
amendment sefemad to above,
1 {We) acknowledge the duiy 1o disclose infornation whith is material io patentabiliv as defined in Tite 37, Code of Federal Regulatons,
1 (We) hereby claim foreign peority benetits under Title 35, United States Code, §11 0 ( a)-{d) or $363 (b) of wny toreign apphication{s} foe pa Lnt ar inventor's
cortificate, or $363a) of any PCT ternational appl cation which designated at least one coentry other than the United States, fisted below andd have also Jdentified
betow any foreign appication for patent or inventor's ceitificate or §363(b) having 2 filing date hafore thax of the applicatian e which priosity is claimed.

'[

Prior Foreign Appiication(s) Peiority Claimed
3 ]
{N umbcrf; ({Country) {Day Mooty Year Filedy ¥ieg No
] [
(Number) {Country} {DayMontty'Year Filad) Yeas Ne
3 .
{Nuwmber) {Country) (DayMoattvYear Filad) Yes N

@ Authorization To Permil Access To dppHeation by Participath 'rw Ofﬁccs

gon is HLc BECEEN

Property Office (KIPO). and any other intelictual propeny oflces in wh\,h 3 foreign appha:fmn claimin;
o the above-identified paten appiication. Sea 37 CFR 1.14{c} and (h}. This bO\ should not be-cheche
inieliecual property office tn which 2 forsign-application claming prierity w the above-jdeatified applicatio: lad to have access w ihe application.
in accordance with 37 CPR LI4(h¥3), access wiil be provided to & copy of the application-as-filed with respect tor 1) the above-identiiied umm.a 5. 2} any
foreign application to which the above-identified application claims peiority under 35 USC 1 18a)-{d) if'a copy of the foreign application that satisiies the ceriified]
copy T ot of 37 CFR 1.33 has been filed in the above-identificd US application, and 3) anv U.S. application from which benefit s sought in e above-
identified application.

in acoordance with 37 CFR 1.14{c), aceess may he provided w information concerning the date of fing the Authorization 1o Fermit Accesy to Application hy
Participating Oifices.

! hereby claim the benefit under Tide 33, United States Code, § 119(e) of any Unitad States provisional applicauon(s} fisted belaw:

rmo; ity 10 ihe above-idmm.cu an

if the appiicant doas not wish the EPQ, PO ar other
|

T H
Application No. 617226145 EFi}Eng Dawe Jufy 16, 2069 iAppl:’cation No T iling Date

i States Code, §i :0 of 3 St eations), or §363 (¢ .o aw ed eton and, ssotar as e,
0 {5 not i or PCT i 1 A Einled ates Code §LI T
on which is magern 37 CFR §1.56 which becone availahiz betwesn g : 2pphicatine: and the osionsl o PCT autecownianat

ting daie of x‘us ipplicasion:

{Appiication Serfaf No.) {Fiting Date) {Status: patented, pending, abandoned}
POWER OF ATTORNEY: | {We) hereby appoint DLA Piper LLP US| Intelleciual Property Group, telephone number {736} 773-2000 (o whom 2
commamications are to be directed), and persons of that firm who as associated with USPTO Customer No
47604

L i

adividuaily and collectively my anomeys, with full powers of substizadon and revocation, to prosscwe this apphication and m transee( ail business in te LEPTO
connected therawith.

inventor(s) néme must include at least-one unatbreviated fiest or middle name:
AME © [FAMILY RAME (CIVEN NAME AHDOLE NAME

ENTOR| CRENG George Shu-Xing
RESIDENCE & G STATE OR FOREIGN DOUNTRY COUNTRY OF CITZENSHIP
SEIDZENSEIP | Folsom CA United States
2QST OFFICE PO8T OFFICE ADURESS CITY STATE OR COUNTRY Zip COOE
ADDRESS 135 Hopper 1x Folsom <A 45630
S DOLE NAM
CULE NAME * FARILY NARE GIVEN NAME MDDLE NAME
OF INVENTOR| MULKEY Steven L
S3RESIDENCE 2T Y STATE OR FOREIGN COUNIRY COUNTRY DF COIZENSHIP
TISDZENSHIP | Cameran Pas CA United Stites
IPGST QFFICEPOSY OFFIQE ADORESS CITY ISTATE OR COUNTRY Zik CONE
NDDRESS 2687 Siilieress Drive Cameron Park PCA 936392
FAMILY NAME IGIVEEN NAME HDDLE NAME
SIRESIDENGE SOITY RTATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIE
SICITIZERSHIP
POST OFF IO POST OFFICE ADDRESS oY E3TATE GR COUNTRY {Zi2 CODE
ADDRESS i
Page | D PiperBS iI¥
P.0. Box 2758, Reston, VA 20188

EASTWAI74221 1
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO, Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

[ APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRSTNAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
12/837,162 07/15/2010 George Shu-Xing CHENG 350809-000003
CONFIRMATION NO. 3679
47604 FORMALITIES LETTER

DLA PIPER LLP US

Py, BX 2765 )

RESTON, VA 20195

(VLA

Date Mailed: 07/28/2010

NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION

FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.53(b)
Filing Date Granted
Items Required To Avoid Abandonment:

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The item(s) indicated below,
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all
required items and pay any fees required below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by
filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a).

* The statutory basic filing fee is missing.
Applicant must submit $82 to complete the basic filing fee for a small entity.
* The oath or declaration is missing.
A properly signed oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63, identifying the application by the above
Application Number and Filing Date, is required.
Note: If a petition under 37 CFR 1.47 is being filed, an oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63

signed by all available joint inventors, or if no inventor is available by a party with sufficient proprietary interest,
is required.

The applicant needs to satisfy supplemental fees problems indicated below.
The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment:

« Additional claim fees of $895 as a small entity, including any required multiple dependent claim fee, are
required. Applicant must submit the additional claim fees or cancel the additional claims for which fees are
due.

+ To avoid abandonment, a surcharge (for late submission of filing fee, search fee, examination fee or oath or
declaration) as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(f) of $65 for a small entity in compliance with 37 CFR 1.27, must be
submitted with the missing items identified in this notice.

SUMMARY OF FEES DUE:

Total additional fee(s) required for this application is $1422 for a small entity
+ $82 Statutory basic filing fee.
+ $65 Surcharge.

« The application search fee has not been paid. Applicant must submit $270 to complete the search fee.

page 1 of 2
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« The application examination fee has not been paid. Applicant must submit $110 to complete the examination
fee for a small entity in compliance with 37 CFR 1.27.
« Total additional claim fee(s) for this application is $895
* $440 for 4 independent claims over 3.
+ $260 for 10 total claims over 20.
+ $195 for multiple dependent claim surcharge.

Replies should be mailed to:

Mail Stop Missing Parts
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria VA 22313-1450

Registered users of EFS-Web may alternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web.
https://sportal.uspto.gov/authenticate/AuthenticateUserLocalEPF .html

For more information about EFS-Web please call the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or
visit our website at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc.

If you are not using EFS-Web to submit your reply, you must include a copy of this notice.

y/

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 2 of 2
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO, Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER I 371(c) DATE UNIT I FIL. FEE RECD I ATTY.DOCKET.NO ITOT CLAIMSIIND CLAIMSl
12/837,162 07/15/2010 2838 350809-000003 28 7

47604

DLA PIPER LLP US
P. 0. BOX 2758
RESTON, VA 20195

CONFIRMATION NO. 3679
FILING RECEIPT

T

03575

[

Date Mailed: 07/28/2010

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Applicant(s)

George Shu-Xing CHENG, Folsom, CA;
Steven L. Mulkey, Cameron Park, CA;
Assignment For Published Patent Application

GENERAL CYBERNATION GROUP, INC., RANCHO CORDOVA, CA

Power of Attorney: None

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant

This appln claims benefit of 61/226,141 07/16/2009

Foreign Applications

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 07/27/2010

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,

is US 12/837,162

Projected Publication Date: To Be Determined - pending completion of Missing Parts

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
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Title

SMART AND SCALABLE POWER INVERTERS
Preliminary Class

363

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
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set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
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Smart and Scalable Power Inverters

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/226,141,
filed on July 16, 2009, which is herein incorporated by reference.

The subject of this patent relates to direct current (DC) to alternating current (AC)
power inverters that invert DC power from single or multiple DC power sources to single-
phase or three-phase AC power, where the DC power source includes but is not limited to
photovoltaic (PV) solar modules, fuel cells, batteries, and other DC power generators.
More particularly, this patent relates to a method and apparatus that can intelligently invert
DC power from single or multiple DC sources to single-phase or three-phase AC power to
feed the power grid with both optirﬁal efficiency and system scalability. The inventive
smart and scalable power invérters include a novel and unique scalable design so that the
DC to AC power inversion system can include as few as one inverter and one DC source,
up to a selected number of inverters and multiple DC sources. A number of smart single-
input, dual-input, triple-input, quad-input, and multiple-input power inverters in a mixed
variety can easily connect to single, dual, triple, quad, and multiple DC- power sources,
invert the DC power to AC power, and daisy chain together to generate a total power;
which is equal to the summation of the AC power supplied by each smart and scalable
power inverter.

In the following, we will use a photovoltaic (PV) solar power system as an.
example to describe this invention. Traditionally, in a PV solar power system, the DC
output from each solar module is combined in a DC junction box. The final DC output
from the DC junction box is connected to a large centralized DC-AC power 'inverter to
generate electricity. Using a centralized power inverter includes the following
shortcomings:

1. If the inverter fails, the entire solar power generation system shuts down; ‘

2. The centralized power inverter requires a large space to install, generates
excessive heat and noise, and can be bostly;

3. Since the performance of the entire solar power system is dictated by the

performance of the weakest solar module, power production is negatively affected by non-
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uniformity of solar modules, sunlight variations or partial shading due to clouds, trees,
dust on the panel, etc.;

4. The Maximum Power Point Tracking (MPPT) can only be applied to a system
level, not to each solar module; 4

5. A lot of design and installation effort must be made to assure the solar modules
are properly oriented in respect to each other; .

6. The DC power output from each solar module has to be wired to a DC power
Jjunction box causing the wiring to be costly and labor intensive; and |

7. Expensive large gauge DC power cables have to be used to connect the junction
box and the centralized power inverter to avoid excessive power loss.

The smart and scalable power inverters described in this patent overcome these
s.hortéomings and provide great scalability and flexibility to easily and cost-effcctiveiy

| install a photovoltaic solar power system with optimal power generation efficiency.
* In the accompanying drawing:

Figure 1 is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input power inversion and
optimization system where one power inverter inverts the DC power from one DC source
to single-phase AC power.

Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input three-phase power
inversion and optimization system where one power inverter inverts the DC power from-
one DC source to three-phase AC power.

Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input power inversion and
optimization system where two or more smart power inverters daisy chain, each of which
inverts the DC power from one DC source to single-phase AC power. .

Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input three-phase power
inversion and optimization system whére two or more smart power inverters daisy chain,
each of which inverts the DC power from one DC source to three-phase AC poWer.

Figure 5 is a block diagram illustrating a smart dual-input power inversion and
optifnization system where two or more smart power inverters daisy chain, each of which

inverts the DC power from two DC sources to single-phase AC power.
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Figure 6 is a block diagram illustrating a smart multi-input power inversion and
optimization system where two or more smart power inverters daisy chain, each of which
inverts the DC power from multiple DC sources to single-phase AC power.

Figure 7 is a block diagram illustrating a smart multi-input three-phase power
inversion and optimization system where two or more smart power inverters daisy chain,
each of which inverts the DC power from multiple DC sources to three-phase AC power.

Figure 8 is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input power inverter that
inverts the DC power from one DC source to single-phase AC power. '

Figure 9 is a block diagram illustrating a smart dual-input power inverter that
inverts the DC power from two DC sources to single-phase AC power.

Figure 10 is a block diagram illustrating a smart multi-input power inverter that
inverts the DC power from multiple DC sources to single-phase AC power.

Figure I1is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input three-phase power
inverter that inverts the DC power from one DC source to three-phase AC power.

Figure 12 is a block diagram illustrating a smart multi-input three-phase power
inverter thaf inverts the DC power from multiple DC sources to three-phase AC power.

Figure 13 is a block diagram illustrating a smart power inversion and optimization
system where one smart single-input power inverter, one smart dual-input power inverter,
and a number of multi-input power inverters in a mixed variety daisy chain to generate
single-phase AC power.

Figure 14 is a block diagram illustrating a smart three-phase power inversion and
optimization system where one smart dual-input power inverter, one smart triple-input
power inverter, and a number of smart multi-input power inverters in a mixed variety daisy
chain to generate three-phase AC power. .

Figure 15 is a flow chart describing the main software program running in the
MFA microcontroller. ‘

Figure 16 is a flow chart describing the key components, functions, and steps in
the interrupt service routine embedded in the MFA microcontroller.

The term “mechanism” is used herein to represent hardware, software, or any

combination thereof.
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Description

Figure 1 is a block diagram illustrating a smart singlc-input power inversion and
optimization system where one power inverter inverts the DC power from one DC source
to single-phase AC power. The system comprises one power inverter 10, one DC power
source such as a solar module 20, an inverter’s AC power output port 12, an inverter’s
DC power port 14, a DC source’s DC power connector 16, a DC power cable 18, a
single-phase AC powerline 24, a power service panel 26, and the power grid 28. This is
the simplest case of the DC to AC power inversion and optimization system, where one
DC to AC power inverter connects to a DC source on one end, inverts the DC power to
single-phase AC power, and outputs the AC power to the power grid 28 via the AC
powerline 24 and the power service panel 26. If the DC source is a photovoltaic (PV)
solar module, this can be considered a personal solar power syétem that could be
potentially installed by a knowledgeable hbmeowruer, provided certain permits are
obtained.

Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input three-phase power
inversion and optimization system where one power inverter inverts the DC power from
one DC source to three-phase AC power. The system comprises one power inverter 30, ,
one DC power source such as a solar module 40, an inverter’s AC power output port 32;
an inverter’s DC power port 34, a DC power connector of the DC source 36, a DC power
cable 38, a three-phase AC powerline 44, a three-phase power service panel 46, and the
three-phase power grid 48. The DC to AC power inverter connects to a DC source on one
end, inverts the DC power to three-phase AC power, and outputs the AC power to the
power grid 48 via AC powerline 44 and power service panel 46.

Figure 3 is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input power inversion and
optimization system where two or more pbwer inverters daisy chain, each of which inverts
the DC power from one DC source to single-phase AC power. The system comprises n
smart power inverters 50 and the same number of DC power sources 60. Each smart
power inverter comprises an AC power input port 51, an AC power output port 52, and a

DC power port 54, Each DC power source such as a solar module 60 comprises a DC
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power connector 56 and is connected to its corresponding power inverter via a DC power
cable 58, respectively. All the smart power inverters 50 daisy chain, where the first power
inverter’s AC input port 53 is left open, and the last power inverter’s AC output port 55 is
connected to a power service panel 66 via the single-phase AC powerline 64. The AC
power generated by the system is supplied to the power grid 68.

Throughout this document, n=1, 2, 3, ... , as an integer. Based on the design of
the smart and scalable power invérter, there could be a limit to the actual number of
inverters that can daisy chain. This is because the total generated AC current cannot
exceed the limit of the connected branch circuit breaker in the power service panel. For
each power service panel, multiple branch circuits can be added based on the desired
power generation requirements of the application.

Without losing generality, let us say n=16 as an example. That means, 16 smart
power inverters. can daisy chain, where the AC output port of a smart power inverter
connects to the AC input port of the next smart power inverter, and so on. The first power
inverter’s AC input :port is left open, and the last power inverter’s AC output port is
connected to an AC power service panel so that the generated AC power can be sent to
the power grid. This method greatly simplifies the wiring job when installing a PV solar
power system.

Although we say the power inverters daisy chain, where the output port of each
power inverter is connected to the input port of the next power inverter, the actual
connection of the inverters is pass-through. That means, the generated AC power from
each power inverter is added in parallel onto the AC powefline. In this scheme, a defective
or low-producing power inverter will not interfere with other power inverters that are able
to generate usable AC po.wer. A defective or low-producing power inverter will be
switched off automatically by a solid-state switch mechanism in the inverter. Therefore,
unless the AC powerline is broken, all the healthy power inverters on the AC powerline
will continue to work.

Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating a smart sinélcdnput three-phase power.
inversion and optimization system where two or more power inverters daisy chain, each of

which inverts the DC power from one DC source to three-phase AC power. The system
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comprises n smart power inverters 70 and the sarme number of DC power sources 80.
Each smart power inverter comprises an AC power input port 71, an AC power output
port 72, and a DC power port 74. Each DC source such as a solar module 80 comprises a
DC power connector 76 and is connected to its corresponding power inverter via a DC
power cable 78, respectively. All the smart power inverters 70 daisy chain, where the first
power inverter’s AC input port 73 is left open, and the last power inverter’s AC output
port 75 is connected to a three-phasc power service panel 86 via the three-phase AC
powerline 84. The AC power generated by the system is suppliéd to the three-phase
power grid 88.

Figure 5 is a block diagram illustrating a smart dual-input power inversion and
optimization system where two or more smart power inverters daisy chain, each of which
inverts the DC power from two DC sources to single-phase AC power. The system
comprises n smart dual-input power inverters 90 and fwo times more of the DC power
sources 100, so the total number of DC power sources is 2xn (2 times n). Each DC power
source such as a solar module 100 comprises a DC power connector 96. Each smart dual-
input power inverter has two DC power ports 94 and 95 connecting to their
corresponding DC sources via DC power cables 98 ‘and 99, respectively. Each smart
power inverter comprises’ an AC power input port 91 and an AC power output port 92,
All the smart power inverters 90 daisy chain, where the first power inverter’s AC input
port 101 is left open, and the last power inverter’s AC output port 103 is connected to a
power service panel 106 via the single-phase AC powerline 104. The AC power generated
by the system is supplied to the power grid 108.

Figure 6 is a block diagram illustrating a smart multi-input power inversion and
optimization system where two or more power inverters daisy chain, each of which inverts
the DC power from multiple DC sources to single-phase AC power. Without losing
generality, the system comprisés n smart multi-input power inverters 110, each of which
has multiple DC power input ports 113, 114,..., 115. Each DC source 120 has a DC
power connector 11.6. For each smart muiti-input power inverter, m DC sources 120 are
connected to their corresponding power inverter via DC power cables 117, 118, ..., 119,

respectively. Each smart power inverter comprises an AC power input port 111 and an
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AC power output port 112. All the smart pkoer inverters 110 daisy chain, where the first
power inverter’'s AC input port 121 is left open, and the last power inverter’s AC output
port 123 is connected to a power service panel 126 via the single-phase AC powerline
124. The AC power generated by the system is supplicd to the power grid 128. With this
scalable scheme, there are nxm (n times m) DC power sources such as PV solar modules
120 in the system, where n is the total number of power inverters, and m is the total
number of DC sources connected to each power inverter,

Throughout this document, m=1, 2, 3, ... as an integer. The smart and scalable
power inverter can be designcd with single-input (m=1), dual-input (m=2), triple-input
(m=3), quad-input (m=4), and so on. Practically, various smart power inverter products
can be designed with a different number of inputs. They have to be practically useful, meet
branch circuit limit requirements, and make economic sense depending on the applications.
Since each smart multi-input power inverter can handle m DC power sources, it is much
more cost effective than the one-on-one design where a power inverter is required for
each DC source. In addition, n smart multi-input power inverters can daisy chain through
their AC power ports so that the wiring job can be significantly reduced during the
installation of the solar power system.

For multi-input power inverters, the actual number of inverters that can daisy chain
is limited by the total power generated by all the DC sources connected in a sub-system |
for a specific branch circuit. In this configuration, there are a total nxm (n times m) DC
sources. If a branch circuit can take the total power generated by 16 DC sources as an |
example, we can daisy chain 8 dual-input power inverters or 4 quad-input power inverters
to meet this requirement. More branch circuits can always be added to a power service
panel if there are a large number of DC sources in the system. In this case, the solar power
system will include a number of sub-systems, cach of which includes nxm DC sources, n
smart and scalable power inverters, and one branch circuit.

Figure 7 is a block diagram illustrating a smart multi-input three-phase power
inversion and optimization system where two or more smart power inverters daisy chain,
each of which inverts the DC power from multiple DC sources to three-phase AC power.

Without losing generality, the system comprises n smart multi-input power inverters 130,
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each of which has m DC power input ports 133, 134,..., 135. Each DC power source 140
has a DC power connector 136. For each smart rﬁulti—input power inverter, m DC sources
140 are connected to their corresponding power inverter via DC power cables 137, 138,
.oy 139, respectivély. Each smart power inverter comprises an AC power input port 131
and an AC power output port 132, The n smart power inverters 130 daisy chain, where
the first power inverter’s AC input port 141 is left open, and the last power inverter’s AC
output port 143 is connected to a power service panel 146 via thc three-phase AC
powerline 144. The AC power generated by the system is supplied to the three-phase
power grid 148.

Figure 8 is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input power inverter that
inverts the DC power from one DC source to single-phase AC power. The smart single-
input power inverter 150 comprises a DC-DC boost converter 154, a DC-AC inverter
156, a léad interface circuit 158, a solid-state switch circuit 160, an MFA microcontroller
162, a line sensing circuit 164, an interface circuit for powerline communications 166, a
powerline communications Modeni 168, and a DC power supply 170.

The MFA microcontroller 162 as well as the ones to be described in F igures 9, 10,
11, and 12 are small computers on a single integrated circuit (IC) or a set of ICs that
consists of a central processing unit (CPU) combined with functions and peripherals
including a crystal oscillator, timers, watchdog, serial and analog 1/Os, memory modules,
pulse-width-modulation. (PWM) 'generators, and user software programs. A 32-bit high-
performance floating-point microcontroller is ‘selected for this application. The MFA
microcontroller performs real-time control and optimization functions for the smart and
scalable poWer inverter, in which Model-Free Adaptive (MFA) controllers are used to
control the DC-DC boost converter, and MFA optimizers provide maximum power point
tfacking (MPPT) to allow the power inverter to achieve optimal power proauction. The
MFA control and optimization technologies have been described in U.S. patents
6,055,524, 6,556,980, 6,360,131, 6,684,115, 6,684,112, 7,016,743, 7,142,626,
7,152,052, 7,415,446, related international patents, and other pending patents.

In Figure 8, the power from a DC source 152 is delivered to a DC-DC boost

converter 154, As an example, a standard 24V PV solar module will produce a usable DC
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power in the range of 24V to 40V DC up to 8A. In order to produce commercial 240V
AC power, the incoming DC voltage needs to be boosted to a minimal usable value such
as 170V DC. Inductors, capacitors, diodes, switches, and controlled PWM (pulse width
modulation) signals are used to perform the DC voltage boost. The DC power is then
inverted to AC power with voltage larger than 240VAC by the DC-AC inverter 156. The
generatc& AC power goes through the load interface circuit 158 to be combined with the
AC power in the internal AC powerline 159. The high frequency components of the
generated AC power are being filtered by the loéd interface circuit 158." A solid-state
switch 160 controlled by the MFA microcontfoller 162 is used to isolate the internal AC
powerline 159 from the external AC powerline 172 when solar power is not being
generated. This way, consumption of AC power from the power grid by the solar power
unit will be minimized during the non-generation time. A line sensing circuit 164
connected to the AC powerline 159 is used to detect the phase .and zero-crossing point of
the incoming AC power from the power grid. The phase and zero-crossing point signals
are sent to the MFA microcontroller 162 for AC power synchronization to assure that the
power inverter provides high quality synchronized power to the grid. A powerline
communications Modem 168, which is isolated by an Interface circuit 166, is used to
establish a 2-way digital signal communication between the MFA microcontroller 162 and _
the outside world through the AC powerline. This way, no extra digital signal lines are
needed since the digital signals are embedded inside the AC power signal. The external AC
powerline 172 is tapped by a power supply 170 to supply DC power to the electronic
components of the power inverter.

The MFA microcontroller 162 is used to perform a number of tasks including (i)
monitoring the DC boost voltage, (ii) controlling the DC-DC boost converter, (jii)
performing maximum power point tracking (MPPT), (iv) performing DC-AC inversion
and AC power synchronization, (v) monitoring AC current and voltage for generated
power amount and status, (vi) performing powerline communications, (vii) performing’
logic controls such as AC powerline switching and isolation.

Figure 9 is a block diagram illustrating a smart dual-input power inverter that

inverts the DC power from two DC sources to single-phase AC power. The smart dual-
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input power inverter 180 compfises 2 DC-DC boost converters 183, .184, a DC power
combiner 185, a DC-AC inverter 186, a !oad interface circuit 188, a solid-state switch
circuit 190, an MFA microcontroller 192, a line sensing circuit 194, an interface circuit for
powerline communications 196, a powerline communications Modem 198, and a DC
power supply 200. The power from DC sources 18!, 182 is delivered to the
corresponding.DC-DC boost converters 183, 184, respectively. The DC power is then
combined in the DC power combiner 185. The total combined DC power is inverted to
AC power with voltage larger than 240VAC by the DC-AC inverter 186. The generated
AC power gées through the load interface circuit 188 to be combined with the AC power
in the internal AC powerline 189. A solid-state switch 190 controlled by the MFA
microcontroller 192 is used to isolate the internal AC powerline 189 from the external AC
powerline 202 when solar power is not being generated. A line sensing circuit 194
connected to the AC powerline 189 is used to detect the phase and zero-crossing point of
the incoming AC power from the power grid. The phase and zero-crossing point signals
are sent to the MFA microcontroller 192 for AC power synchronization to assure that the
power inverter provides high quality synchronized power to the grid. A powerline
communications Modem 198, which is isolated by an interface circuit 196, is used to
establish a 2-way digital signal communication between the MFA microcontroller 192 and
the outside world through the AC powerline. The external AC powerline 202 is tapped by
a power supply 200 to supply DC power to the electronic components of the power
_inverter. The MFA microcontroller 192 is used to perform a number of tasks including (i)
monitoring the DC boost voltage from each DC-DC boost converter, (ii) controlling the
DC-DC boost converters, (iii) performing maximum power point tracking (MPPT) for
each DC source, (iv) performing DC-AC inversion and AC power synchronization, (v)
monitering AC current and voltage for generated power amount and status, (vi)
performing powerline 'communications, (vii) performing logic controls such as AC
powerline switching and isolation. |

Figure 10 is a block diagram illustrating a smart multi-input power inverter that
invertsAthc DC power from multiple DC sources to single-phase AC power. The smart

multi-input power inverter 206 comprises m DC-DC boost converters 212, 213,..., 214, a
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DC power combiner 215, a DC-AC inverter 216, a load interface circuit 218, a solid-state -
switch circuit 220, an MFA microcontroller 222, a line sensing circuit 224, an interface
circuit for powerline communications 226, a powerline communications Modem 228, and
a DC power supply 230. The power from DC sources 208, 209,..., 210 is delivered to the
corresponding DC-DC boost converters 212, 213,..., 214, respectively. The DC power is
then combined in the DC power combiner 215. The total combined DC power is inverted
to AC power with voltage larger than 240VAC by the DC-AC inverter 216. The
generated AC power goes through the load interface circuit 218 to be combined with the
AC power in the internal AC powerline 219. A solid-state switch 220 controlled by the
MFA microcontroller 222 is used to isolate the internal AC powerline 219 from the
external AC powerline 232 when solar power is not being generated. A line sensing circuit
224 connected to the AC powerline 219 is used to detect the phase and zero-crossing '
point of the incoming AC power from the power grid. The phase and zero-crossing point
signals are sent to the MFA microcontroller 222 for AC poWer synchronization to assure
that the power inverter provides high quality synchronized power to the grid. A powerline
communications Modem 228, which is isolated by an interface circuit 226, is used to
establish a 2-way digital signal communication between the MFA microcontroller 222 and
the outside world through the AC powerline. The external AC"powerline 232 is tapped by
a power supply 230 to supply DC power to the electronic components of the power
inverter, The MFA microcontroller 222 is used to perform a number of tasks including (i)
monitoring the DC boost voltage from each DC-DC boost converter, (i) controlling the
DC-DC boost converters, (iii) performing maximum power point tracking (MPPT) for
cach DC source, (iv) performing DC-AC inversion and AC powér synchronization, (v)
monitoring AC current and voltage for generated power amount and status, (vi)
performing powerline communications, (vii) perf‘oﬁning logic controls such as AC
powerline switching and isolation. '

Figure 11 is a block diagram illustrating a smart single-input three-phase power
inverter that inverts the DC power from one DC source to three-phase AC power. The
smart three-phase sinéle-input- power inverter 236 comprises a DC-DC boost converter

242, a DC-AC inverter 246, a load interface circuit 248, a solid-state switch circuit 250,

11
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an MFA microcontroller 252, a line sensing circuit 254, an interface circuit for powerline
communications 256, a powerline communications Modem 258, and a DC power supply
260. The power from the DC source 238 is delivered to the DC-DC boost converter 242
and its voltage is increased to a certain value. The DC power is then inverted to three-
phase AC power with voltage larger than 208VAC by the DC-AC inverter 246. The
generated AC power goes through the load interface circuit 248 to be combined with the
AC power in the internal three-phase AC powerline 249. A solid-state switch 250
controlled by the MFA microcontroller 252 is used to isolate the internal three-phase AC
powerline 249 from external three-phase AC powerline 262 when solar power is not being
generated. A line sensing circuit 254 connected to the AC powerline 249 is used to detect
the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming three-phase AC power from the power
grid. The phase and zero-crossing point signals are sent to the MFA microcontroller 252
for AC power synchronization to assure that the power inverter provides high quality
synchronized three-phase AC power to the grid. A powerline communications Modem
258, which is isolated by anv interface circuit 256, is used to establish a 2-way digital signal
communication between the MFA microcontroller 252 and the outside world through the
AC powerline. The external three-phase AC powerline 262 is tapped by a power supply
260 to supply DC power to the electronic components of the power inverter. The MFA
microcontroller 252 is used to perform a number of tasks ;mcluding (1) monitoring the DC
boost voltage from the DC-DC boost converter, (ii) controlling the DC-DC boost
converter, (iii) performing maximum power point tracking (MPPT) for the DC source, (iv)
performing DC-AC inversion and three-phase AC power synchronization, (v) monitoring
the three-phase current and voltage for generated power amount and status, (vi)
performing powerline communications, (vii) performing logic controls such as three-phase
AC powerline switching and isolation.

Figure 12 is a block diagram illustrating a smart multi-input three-phase power
inverter that inverts the DC power from multiple DC sources to three-phase AC power.
The smart multi-input thrce-phase power inverter 266 comprises m DC-DC boost
converters 272, 273,..., 274, a DC power combiner 275, a DC-AC inverter 276, a load

interface circuit 278, a solid-state switch circuit 280, an MFA microcontroller 282, a line
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sensing circuit 284, an interface circuit for powerline communications 286, a powerline
communications Modem 288, and a DC power supply 290. The power from DC sources
268, 269,..., 270 is delivered to the correspondiﬁg DC-DC boost converters 272, 273,...,
274, respectively. The DC power is then combined in the DC power combiner 275. The
total combined DC power is inverted to three-phase AAC power with voltage larger than
208VAC by the DC-AC inverter 276. The generated AC power goes through the load
interface circuit 278 to be combined with the AC power in the internal three-phase AC
powerline 279. A solid-state switch 280 controlled by the MFA microcontroller 282 is
used to isolate the internal three-phase AC powerline 279 from the external three-phase
AC powerline 292 when solar power is not being generated. A line sensing circuit 284
connected to the AC powerline 279 is used to detect the phase and zero-crossing point of
the incoming three-phase AC power from the bower grid. The phase and zero-crossing
point signals are sent to the MFA microcontx;oller 282 for AC power synchronization to
assure that the power inverter provides high quality synchronized power to the grid. A
powerline communications Modem 288, which is isolated by an interface circuit 286, is
used to establish a 2-way digital signal communication between the MFA microcontroller
282 and the outside world through the AC powerline. The external three-phase AC
powerline 292 is tapped by a power supply 290 to supply DC‘pOWeI' to the electronic
components of the power inverter. The MFA microcontroller 282 is used to perform a
number of tasks including (i) monitoring the DC boost voltage from each DC-DC boost
converter, (ii) controlling the DC-DC boost converters, (iii) performing maximum power
point tracking (MPPT)l for each DC source, (iv) performing DC-AC inversion and three-
phase AC power synchronization, (v) monitoring the three-phase current and voltage for
generated power amount and status, (vi) performing powerline communications, (vii)
performing logic controls such as three-phase AC powerline switching and isolation.

~ The DC-DC boost converters that can be used in this embodiment are any of a
number of well known converters described in the “Power Electronics Handbook” edited
by Muhammad H. Rashid, published by Academic Press in 2007, including Buck
Converter, Boost Converter, Buck-Boost Conyerter, Super-Lift Luo Converter, and

Cascade Boost Converter. The DC-AC inverters that can be used in this embodiment are
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any of a number of well known DC-AC inverters described in the same book including
Half-Bridge Inverter, Full-Bridge Inverter, Bipolar PWM Inverter, Unipolar PWM
Inverter, and Sinusoidal PWM Inverter. The DC combiners used in this embodiment can
be designed with a circuit that allow the output from all DC-DC boost converters to
connect in parallel so that all DC currents will be added together. The Powerline Modem
that can be used in this embodiment can be any of a number of commercially available
integrated circuits capable of providing 2-way digital communications through a
powerline. Other modules discussed in this embodiment including load interface, solid
state switch, line sensing circuit, powerline interface circuit, and DC power supply can be
implemented using one or more known combinations of conventional electronic
components such as résisters‘, capacitors, inductors, solid-state switches, transformers,
diodes, transistors, operational amplifiers, and ceramic filters, etc.

Figure 13 is a block diagram illustrating a smart power inversion and optimization
system, where one smarf single-input power inverter, one smart dual-input power inverter,
and a number of multi-input power inverters in a mixed variety daisy chain to generate
single-phase AC power. The system comprises a smart single-input power inverter 300, a
smart dual-input power inverter 302, and n-2 smart multi-input power inverters 304. The
single-input power inverter 300 inverts DC from one DC source 330 to AC power; the
dual-input power inverter 302 inverts DC from two DC sources 332 and 334 to AC
power; and the multi-input power inverter 304 inverts DC from multiple DC sources 336,
338, and 340 to AC power. The single-input power inverter 300 connects to DC source
330 through its DC power port 31 8, DC source’s DC connector 342, and a DC cable 348.
The dual-input power inverter 302 connects to DC sources 332 and 334 through its DC
power ports 320 and 322, DC sources’ DC connectors 344, and DC cables 350 and 352,
respectively. The multi-input power inverter 304 connects to DC sources 336, 338, and
340 through its DC power ports 324, 326, and 328, DC sources’ DC connector 346, and -
DC cables 354, 356, and 358, respectively.

The smart single-input power inverter comprises an AC input port 314 and an AC
output port 316; the smart dual-input power inverter comprises an AC input port 310 and

an AC output port 312; and the smart multi-input power inverter comprises an AC input
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port 306 and an AC output port 308. Without losing generality, within the system, there
could be a number of smart power inverters having a mixed variety of inputs. All the smart
and scalable power ipvcrters daisy chain, where the first power inverter’'s AC input port
306 is left open, and the last power inverter’s AC output port 316 is connected to a power
service panel 366 via the single-phase AC powerline 364. The AC power generated by the
system is supplied to the power grid 368.

Figure 14 is a block diagram illustrating a smart power inversion and optimization‘
system where one smart dual-input power inverter, one smart triple-input power inverter,
and a number of smart multi-input power inverters in a mixed variety daisy chain to
generate three-phase AC power. The system comprises a smart dual-input power inverter
370, a smart triple%input power inverter 372, and n-2 smart multi-input power inverters
374. The dual-input power inverter 370 inverts DC from two DC sources 376 to AC
power; the triple-input power inverter 372 inverts DC from three DC sources 378 to AC
power; and the multi-input power inverter 374 inverts DC from multiple DC sources 380
to AC power. Without losing generality, within the system, there could be a number of
smart power inverters having a mixed variety of inputs. All the smart and scalable power
inverters daisy chain, where the first power inverter’s AC input port is left open, and the
last power inverter’s AC output port is connected to a power service panel 386 via the -
three-phase AC powerline 384. The AC power generated by the system is supplied to the
power grid 388.

Figure 15 is a flow chart describing the main software program running in the
MFA microcontroller. At Block 390, initialization is taking place in the microcontrolier
device level, peripheral level, system level, and for the interrupt service routine and analog
and digital control routines. More specifically, initialization will include but is not limited
to setting up registers, I/Os, and timers and enabling interrupts for the interrupt service
routine. At the end, it will set Task=1. ‘

In the main program, therc are two major tasks. Task 1 is related to the control
and management of the smart and scalable power inverter. Task 2 is related to the

communications of the power inverter to the outside world through thc powerline
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Modem. After initialization, the main program enters the méin loop entry point 392 and
then goes to Block 394. _

At Block 394, the program checks to see if Task 1 is scheduled to run. If the
answer is Yes, the program will execute the functions in Block 396 to (i) turn on/off the
power generation circuit based on the DC power source input and conditions of the power
inverter and AC powerline, (ii) calculate power statistics such as the amount of power
generated during a certain period of time, and (iii) perform system diagnosis. Then, it sets
Task=2 and returns to Block 392, which is the entry of the main loop. When the prograrﬁ
continues, it will go through Block 394, and reach Block 398. At Block 398, the program
checks to see if Task 2 is scheduled to run. If the answer is Yes, the program will execute
the functions in Block 400 to (i) set the unit address for the power ir'wertér, and (i))
respond to queries from data gathering or acquisition devices to report the power
statistics. Then, it sets Task=1 and returns to Block 392. The main program funs
continuously based on a preset loop rate to execute the scheduled tasks. At any time an
interrupt is triggered, the microcontroller immediately processes the pending interrupt
service routine.

Figure 16 is a flow chart describing the key components, functions, and steps in
the interrupt service routine embedded in the MFA microcontroller. Block 402 is the entry
of the interrupt service routine (ISR). An interrupt service routine is a software routine
that the microcontroller invokes in response to an interrupt. All the time-critical functions
the microcontrollér needs to execute are put inside the ISR to assure these functions are
executed in real time. At block 404, the TSR saves the current context of the main
program. At Block 406, the ISR reads analog and digital inputs including but not limited
to the voltage and current signalé from the DC source, DC-DC boos.t éonvertcr, DC-AC
inversion circuit, and phase and zero-crossing point of the AC Powerline. At Block 408,
the ISR runs the MFA Optimizer to perform Maximum Power Point Tracking (MPPT) for
each DC power source. At Block 410, the ISR performs DC-AC inversion and AC
synchronization functions. At Block 412, the PWM control signals are sent out through
the digital output ports to the corresponding DC-DC boost converter(s) and DC-AC

inverter. At Block 414, the ISR restores the saved context of the main program so that the
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exccution of the main program can be resumed. After the ISR exits, the main program
continues from the point where it was branched out to execute the interrupt service
routine.

The systems described in all the figures of this patent, especially in Fig 1, 2, 13 and
14, demonstrate the essence of the scalability of this inventién. One can build a small-scale
or a very large-scale PV solar power system with various numbers and sizes of the smart
and scalable power inverters of this invention. Regardless of the number and types of DC
sources that each power inverter can handle, the smart power inverters in the same family
can daisy chain producing a total AC power that is the summation of the AC power
- supplied by each smart power inverter. This “anything goes” design significantly improves
the scalability, flexibility, user-friendliness, and return-on-investment (ROI) of renewable
energy power generation systems.including photovoltaic solar power systems. In addition,
an existing system can be easily expanded by installing more solar modules and smart
power inverters. This makes the solar power systems attractive to both homeowners and
businesses where only limited budgets are available and continued investments can be
made to expand the system over time. The disclosed invention could have strategic

importance to the renewable energy industry and society.
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Claims

1. A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of individual DC
power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:

5) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having one DC
power input port, an AC power input port, and an AC power output port, said DC power
input port having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being conrected in a daisy chain to
the AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of the
first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter being
connected to a power service panel of the power grid,; |

¢) each of said power inverters including:

i) a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power source and
arranged to convert the power source voltage to a highe.r DC voltage suitable for
inversion;

i) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC-DC boost converter and
arranged to invert the DC power to AC poWer with voltage higher than the incoming AC
power voltage; '

iii} an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with
the external AC power from the power grid;

iv) a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said
internal AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency
components out of the said DC—AC inverter’s AC output;

v) an MFA microqontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converter,
DC-AC inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DDC boost converter, perform maximum power point
tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC
current and voltage for generated power amount and status, pcrforrﬁ powerline
communications, and perform logic controls such as AC powerline switching and

isolation;
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vi) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal
AC powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance
darta between said microcontroller and said power grid; .

vii) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC power
from the power grid; and »

vii) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and
external AC powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the

AC grid during the non-generation time.

2. The system of Claim 1, in which the output of each of said power inverters is single-

phase AC..

3. The systém of Claim 1, in which the o‘utput of each of said power inverters is three- -

phase AC.

4. The system of Claim 1, in which said MFA microcontroller includes Model-Free
Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converter, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

5. A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of individual DC
power sources each having a DC power output port, comprising:

a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having two DC
power input ports, an AC power input port, and an AC powér output port, each of said
DC power input ports having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to
the AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of the
first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter being

connected to a power service panel of the power grid;
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c) each of said power inverters including:

i) a pair of DC-DC boost converters, onc connected to each of said DC
power sources, respectively, and arranged to convert the power source voltage to a higher
DC voltage suitable for inversion;

ii) a DC power combiner connected to said DC-DC boost converters for
combining the DC output from both DC-DC boost converters and allowing said DC-DC
boost converters to connect in parallel so that all DC currchts are added together;

iil) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged
to invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power
voltage; _

iv) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with
the external AC power from the power grid;

v) a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said
ihtemal AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency.
components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

vi) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters,
DC-AC inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power point
tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC
current and voltage for generated power amount and status, perform powerline
communications, and perform logic controls such as AC powerline switching and
isolation;

vii) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal
AC powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance
data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

viii) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC power

from the power grid; and
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ix) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and
external AC powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the

AC grid during the non-generation time.

6. The system of Claim 5, in which the output of each of said power inverters is single-

phase AC.

7. The system of Claim 5, in which the output of each of said power inverters is three-

phase AC.

8. The system of Claim 5, in which said MFA microcontroller includes Model-Free
Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converters, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

9. A system for providing AC power to a power grid from a plurality of individual DC
power sources éach having a DC power output port, comprising: '

"a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having m DC power
input ports, where m is an integer greater than or equal to one, an AC pdwer input port,
and an AC power output port, each of said DC power iriput ports hai/ing one DC power
source connected thereto; ' '

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to
the AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of the |
first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter being
connected to a power service panel of the power grid;

¢) each of said power inverters including:

i) m number of DC-DC boost converters, one connected to each of said
DC power sources, respectively, and arranged to convert the power source voltage to a

higher DC voltage suitable for inversion;
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if) a DC power combiner connected to said m number of DC-DC boost
coﬁvcrters for combining the DC output from all DC-DC boost converters and allowing
said DC-DC boost converters to connect in parallel so that all DC currents are added
together; ,

i) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged
to invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power
voltage; ‘

iv) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with
the external AC power from the power grid;

v) a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said
internal AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency
components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output; |

vi) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters,
DC-AC inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the
DC boost voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power point
tracking (MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC
current and voltage for generated power amount and status, perform powerline
communications, and perform logic controls such as AC powerline switching and
isolation;

vii) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal
AC powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance
data between said microcontroller and said power grid;

v viii) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC power
from the power grid; and

ix) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and
external AC powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the

AC grid during the non-generation time.
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10. The system of Claim 9, in which the cutput of each of said power inverters is single-

phase AC.

11. The system of Claim 9, in which the output of each of said power inverters is threc-

phase AC.

12, The system of Claim 9, in which said MFA microcontroller includes Model-Free
Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converters, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

13. A DC- to-AC power inverter, comprising:

a) one DC power input port having one DC power source connected thereto;

b) one AC power output port arranged to supply AC power to the AC power grid;

c) a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC power source and arranged to
convert the power source voltage to a hfgher DC voltage suitable for inversion;

d) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC-DC boost converter and arranged to
invert the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power
voltage; ' '

e) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the
external AC power from the AC power grid; ‘ ‘

f) a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal ‘.
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency
components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC loutput;

g) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converter, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface circuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the DC boost
voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power point tracking
(MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC current
and voltage for generated power amount and status, perform powerline communications,

and perform logic controls such as AC powerline switching and isolation;
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h)-a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance da;a
between said microcontroller and said power grid; .

i) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC power
from the power grid; and

J)a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC grid during

the non-generation time.
14. The inverter of Claim 13, in which the output of said inverter is single-phase AC.
15. The inverter of Claim 13, in which the output of said inverter is three-phase AC.

16. The inverter of Claim 13, in which said MFA microcontroller includes Model-Free
Adaptive (MFA) controllers which control the DC-DC boost converter, and MFA
optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achicve optimal power production.

17. A DC- to-AC power inverter, comprising:

a) at least two DC power input ports, each of sai(i DC power input ports having
one DC power source connected thereto;

b) one AC power output port arranged to supply AC power to the AC power grid;

¢) for each DC power source, a DC-DC boost converter connected to said DC
power sources and arranged to convert the power source voltage to a higher DC voltage
suitable for inversion; .

d) a DC power combiner connected to said DC-DC boost converters for
combining the DC output from all DC-DC boost converters and allowing the said DC-DC

boost converters to connect in parallel so that all DC currents are added together;
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e) a DC-AC inverter connected to said DC power combiner and arranged to invert
the DC power to AC power with voltage higher than the incoming AC power voltage;

f) an internal AC powerline that combines the generated AC power with the
external AC power from the power grid;

g) a load interface circuit connected to said DC-AC inverter and to said internal
AC powerline, said load interface circuit being arranged to filter high-frequency
‘components out of the said DC-AC inverter’s AC output;

h) an MFA microcontroller connected to said DC-DC boost converters, DC-AC
inverter, and load interface ciréuit, said microcontroller arranged to monitor the DC boost
voltage, control the DC-DC boost converter, perform maximum power point tracking
(MPPT), perform DC-AC inversion and AC power synchronization, monitor AC current
and voltage for generated power amount and status, perform powerline cdmmunications,
and perform logic controls such as AC powerline switc‘hing and isolation;

1) a powerline modem connected to said microcontroller and said internal AC
powerline through an interface circuitry for transmitting and receiving performance data
between said microcontroller and said power grid;

J) a line sensing circuit connected to said internal AC powerline and said
microcontroller for detecting the phase and zero-crossing point of the incoming AC powér
from the power grid; and '

k) a solid state switch connected to said internal AC powerline and external AC
powerline, and arranged to disconnect said internal AC powerline from the AC grid during

the non-generation time.
18, The inverter of Claim 17, in which the output of said inverter is shgienphase AC.
19. The inverter of Claim 17, in which the output of said inverter is three-phase AC.

20. The inverter of Claim 17, in which said MFA microcontroller includes Model-Free

Adaptive (MFA) controflers which control the DC-DC boost converters, and MFA
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optimizers which provide maximum power point tracking (MPPT) to allow the power

inverter to achieve optimal power production.

21. A scalable DC to AC pdwer inversion system for providing AC power to a power
grid from a plurality of individual DC power sources each having a DC power output port,
comprising:

a) a plurality of power inverters, each of said power inverters having at least onc

-DC power input port, an AC power input port, and an AC power output port, each of said
DC power inpu.'t ports having one DC power séurce connected thereto;

b) said AC power output port of each inverter being connected in a daisy chain to
the AC power input port of the next inverter, except for the AC power input port of the
first inverter being left open, and the AC power output port of the last inverter being
connected to 2 power service panel of the power grid;

c) whereby said system is incrementally scalable by adding or subtracting DC
power sources and dai;y-chain’ed inverters; and

d) whereby an optimal amount of AC power is generated and supplied to said

power grid regardless of the performance of any individual power source.

22. The system of Claim 21, in which the output of each of said power inverters is single-

phase AC.

23. The system of Claim 21, in which the output of each of said power inverters is three-

’ phase AC.

24. The system of Claim 9 or 17, in which the said MFA microcontroller is programmed
with a main program to iteratively: -

a) turn on and off thé inverter’s generation circuit based on the DC power source
input and conditions of the inverter and AC powerline,

b) calculate the inverter’s power statistics such as the amount of power generated

during a certain period of time;
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¢) perform diagnostics for the inverter’s status and operation,

d) set the inverter’s unit address;

¢) perform powerline communications; and

f) respond to queries from data gathering or acquisition devices to report the

power statistics.

25. The system of Claim 24, in which said MFA microcontroller is further programmed
with an interrupt service routine (ISR) to:

a) respond to an interrupt;

b) save the current context of the main program,;

c) read voltage and current signals from the DC source, DC-DC boost converter,
and DC-AC inverter;

d) read phase and zero-crossing point data of the AC powerline;

¢) perform maximum power point tracking (MPPT) for each DC power source
connected to the inverter;

f) perform DC-AC inversion and AC synchronization;

g) send out‘PWM control signals through the digital’ oufput ports;.and

h) restore the saved context of the main program so that the execution of the main

program can be resumed.

26. A method of making a DC to AC power conversion system incrementally scalable,
comprising:

a) providing a plurality of DC power sources and a plurality of DC to AC power
inverters, said inverters each having an AC input port, an AC output port, and at least one
DC input port;

b) connecting at least one of said DC power sources, respectively, to at least one
of said DC input ports;

c) daisy-chaining at least two of said inverters, said AC power output port of each
inverter being connected in a daisy chain to the AC power input port of the next inverter,

except for the AC power input port of the first inverter being left open, and the AC power

27

IPR2024-00360 Page 00260



“output port of the last inverter being connected to a power service panel of the power
grid; and
d) producing a total AC power that is the summation of the AC power supplied by

each said inverter.

27. The method of Claim 26, in which the output of each of said power inverters is single-

phase AC.

. 28.. The method of Claim 26, in which the output of each of said power inverters is three-

phase AC.
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Abstract

A method and apparatus is disclosed for intelligently inverting DC power from DC -
sources such as photovoltaic (PV) solar modules to single-phase or three-phase AC power
to feed the power grid for electricity generation. A number of smart single-input, dual-
input, triple-input, quad-input, and multiple-input power inverters in a mixed varicty can
easily connect to single, dual, triple, quad, and multiple DC power sources, invert the DC
power to AC power, and daisy chain together to generate a total power, which is equal to
the. summation of the AC power supplied by each smart and scalable power inverter of this

invention.
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