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MULTICARRIER SYSTEM USING
SUBCHANNEL CHARACTERISTICS TO
IMPLEMENT DIFFERENT ERROR RATES
WITHIN A DATA STREAM

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates in general to multicarrier commu-
nication systems, and more particularly, to the provision of
error protection for data transmitted using a multicarrier
transmission system.

BACKGROUND

Multicarrier modulation has been gaining popularity over
single carrier modulation for the transmission of wireless
digital signals in a radio communication system. Multicar-
rier modulation offers increase flexibility over a single
carrier modulation by providing opportunities to optimize
transmission bandwidth. In a multicarrier modulation
scheme, such as multicarrier quadrature amplitude modula-
tion (MCQAM), multiple subcarriers are employed to trans-
mit a particular bit or symbol stream. Typically, the bit
stream is divided into multiple parallel bit streams, corre-
sponding in number to the subcarriers. The subcarrier cor-
responding to each bit stream is modulated by quadrature
amplitude modulation (QAM). The modulated subcarriers
are then combined, such as by multiplexing, to generate a
composite signal. The use of MCQAM reduces the need for
system equalization and provides opportunities for enhanc-
ing total data throughput, or overall system performance.

In a typical wireless communication, the presence of
noise may affect the receipt and processing of a communi-
cated signal. The presence of noise typically depends on the
communication environment, which includes factors such as
the presence of interfering communications, passive inter-
ferers within the communication signal path, and the like.
Most sophisticated digital communication systems make
some provision to mitigate the effects of noise and other
interference on communications. For example, a digital
signal may be encoded with error correction information,
which information is used to provide some level of error
mitigation at the receiver for the digital signal. Error encod-
ing involves the addition of redundancy bits to encoded data
in order to provide for error correction at the receiving end
of the signal. Different portions of the data stream may be
provided with different levels of error protection by using
error correction codes with different coding rates.

While the use of error correction codes provides for
mitigation of channel induced errors, the error correction
codes account for a substantial portion of the transmitted
data. Consequently, a reduction in transmission rate or an
increase in bandwidth is required for the same effective data
rate without error correction. Moreover, additional process-
ing is required for encoding and decoding the error correc-
tion codes. Commonly used techniques, such as convolu-
tional encoding and decoding require substantial
computation. Generally, the burdens of correction codes are
accepted as a necessary price for providing data transmis-
sion with acceptable error rates.

It is desirable to provide for different error rates for
various portions of a data stream without the disadvantages
of adding error correction information to the transmitted
data, while providing for a more efficient use of available
bandwidth or an increase in data transmission rate.
Therefore, a new approach to the transmission of data with
varying error rate requirements is needed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a two-way communication
device having a multicarrier transmitter section, in accor-
dance with the present invention.
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FIG. 2 is a block diagram highlighting features of the
multicarrier transmitter section, in accordance with the
present invention.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of procedures for providing different
levels of error protection in the multicarrier transmission
system, in accordance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

The present invention provides for a multicarrier or
multiplexing transmission system that uses different trans-
mission characteristics on different subcarriers to implement
error protection requirements for a transmitted data stream.
In operation, a data stream obtained for transmission is
segmented into multiple substreams having different error
protection requirements, and assigned to subcarriers based
on error protection requirements. The transmission charac-
teristics of the subcarriers are manipulated, according to a
selected transmission configuration, to effect the combined
error protection requirements. In the preferred embodiment,
the subcarriers are modulated by allocating available power
based on the relative error protection required for the sub-
streams and on expected channel conditions.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a radio communication
device 100 that incorporates multicarrier transmission
features, in accordance with the present invention. The
communication device 100 is a two-way radio transceiver
having circuitry for communicating over radio frequency
channels in a multicarrier communication system. A multi-
carrier system as used herein refers to the use of multiple
subcarriers in a common transmission medium to simulta-
neously transmit two or more information signals in such a
manner that the information signals may be discretely recov-
ered. The terms “subcarrier” and “subchannel” are used
interchangeably herein. In the preferred embodiment, infor-
mation signals are multiplexed for transmission using a
modified version of 16 point Quadrature Amplitude Modu-
lation (16 QAM).

The communication device 100 includes a controller 130
that provides operational control for various functions,
including receive and transmit operations. For receive
operations, a transmit/receive switch 150 is engaged to
selectively couple an antenna 160 to a receiver 120. Signals
from the receiver 120 are processed under control of the
controller 130 to provide output as necessary through a
coupled speaker 121. For transmit operations, the transmit/
receive switch 150 is engaged to couple a transmitter 140 to
the antenna 160. In a typical transmit operation, audio
signals 171 from a microphone 170 is coupled to a speech
encoder 142, which functions as a data source to a multi-
carrier modulator 145. The encoder or data source 142
generates a stream of data symbols or bits 143. The multi-
carrier modulator 145 generates modulated signals on mul-
tiple subcarriers or subchannels, which modulated signals
represent the data symbol stream 143. The modulated sig-
nals are combined at a combiner 146 and undergo any
necessary processing at a pre-transmit processor 148 before
being transmitted through the antenna 160 via the transmit/
receiver switch 150. The controller 130 provides operational
control of the communication device 100 according to
instructions and data stored in memory 135. The memory
135 further includes transmission configuration information
136 that is used to operate the multicarrier modulator 145 to
implement error protection based on relative error protection
requirements for various portions of a data stream.

In a typical application, the radio communication device
100 transmits information signals, such as speech or image
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data, in digital form. Analysis of such data has shown that
some portions of the data are more sensitive than others to
channel errors, and thus require better error protection to
yield acceptable results at the receiving end. According to
the present invention, error protection for portions of data
requiring different error rates is accomplished using the
multicarrier modulator 145 through appropriate energy or
power distribution.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the multicarrier modulator
145 highlighting error mitigation based on manipulation of
transmission characteristics of subcarriers, in accordance
with the present invention. The modulator 145 includes
modulators 201, 202, 203, for cach subcarrier of the multi-
carrier transmission system. Although represented as sepa-
rate modulators 201, 202, 203, for illustration purposes, the
implementation of the multicarrier modulator may differ
without departure from the concepts embodied by the
present invention. Each modulator 201, 202, 203 is coupled
to a corresponding gain adjuster 211, 212, 213, to distribute
available transmit power to obtain different error rates for
the various subcarriers. Preferably, the power distribution is
based on an optimized energy ratio that implements an error
protection scheme that corresponds to a particular data
source or data content, and to the expected communication
environment. This modified multicarrier QAM scheme is
referred to herein as source matched multicarrier quadrature
amplitude modulation (SM-MCQAM).

The multicarrier modulator operates using energy distri-
bution for transmitted data optimized across the subchannels
based on data content and expected channel characteristics.
In the preferred embodiment, the energy per subchannel is
characterized based on the type of channel in which com-
munication is required. For fading channels, the energy per
subchannel, E;, can be can be expressed as:

N
El Py /Py,

where,

N is the number of subchannels;

E, is the energy allocated to the i” subchannel;

E is the total available energy; and

P, /P, is the ratio of desired error rate, such as bit error

rate (BER), in the i subchannel to desired error rate in
the k” subchannel.

The energy distribution characteristics from the above
equations are preferably predetermined for a particular data
source or data content and known channel conditions, and
stored as transmission configuration information. The mul-
ticarrier modulator is appropriately configured with the
transmission configuration information to reflect data trans-
mission requirements.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of procedures 300 used by the
multicarrier transmission system in transmitting a data sym-
bol stream having portions with different error rates, in
accordance with the present invention. A data symbol stream
is generated from a data symbol source, such as a speech
encoder, image encoder, and the like, step 310. This data
symbol stream is obtained for transmission on multiple
subchannels by the multicarrier modulator, step 320. The
signal stream is segmented into multiple substreams or data
sets, according to error protection requirements determined
for each data symbol or portion of the data symbol stream,
step 330. Preferably, a determination is made that a data
symbol stream represents data from a particular data source
and the symbols of the symbol stream is partitioned or
segmented based on information characterizing the particu-
lar data source. The number of substreams correspond to the
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number of available subchannels. Each segment of the data
stream, i.e., each substream, is assigned to one of the
subchannels based on required error protection, step 340.

In the preferred embodiment, a data transmission con-
figuration is stored, which configuration relates to the imple-
mentation of error protection for data symbols associated
with a particular data source. The data transmission con-
figuration includes transmission power allocation per sub-
channel based on relative error protection requirements for
the various segments or substreams of the data symbol
stream. This data transmission configuration is selected to
govern modulation of the data symbols when the data
symbols are determined to originate from the particular data
source, step 350. The data transmission configuration is used
to manipulate transmission characteristics of the signals on
the subchannels to effect the error protection requirements
for each substream of symbols. Preferably, the data symbols
are modulated on the subcarriers by allocating available
power according to relative error protection requirements
among the data symbols, step 360.

In summary, data symbols are routed from a data source
to multiple modulators based on desired error protection for
each data symbol. The data symbols are modulated on
subcarriers by allocating available power according to rela-
tive error protection requirements the data symbols. Various
transmission configurations may be stored for application to
different types of data. The power allocation may take
additional information into consideration, such as the char-
acteristics of individual subcarriers.

The present invention provides significant benefits over
the prior art. By separating and assigning data symbols to
subchannels based on desired error rates, and by deliberately
manipulating transmission characteristics on the
subchannels, different error rates are provided without the
need for encoded redundancy information. Thus, the trans-
mission bandwidth and processing needed to handle redun-
dancy symbols are eliminated, and a more efficient use of
communication resources promoted. Hence, improved per-
formance can be achieved in terms of maximizing data
throughput or increasing signal quality as determined by
target symbol error rate.

What is claimed is:

1. In a multicarrier transmission system, a method com-
prising the steps of:

obtaining a symbol stream for transmission on a plurality

of subchannels;

segmenting the symbol stream into a plurality of sub-

streams having different error protection requirements,
the plurality of substreams corresponding in number to
the plurality of subchannels;

optimizing power distribution of available transmit power

to obtain different error rates on the plurality of sub-
channels that corresponds to the different error protec-
tion requirements for the plurality of substreams, based
on relative error protection requirements of each of the
plurality of subchannels; and

transmitting the plurality of substreams on the plurality of

subchannels, according to the optimized power distri-
bution to collectively implement the error protection
requirements of the plurality of substreams.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of segmenting
the symbol stream comprises the steps of:

determining that the symbol stream represents data from

a particular data source; and

partitioning the symbol stream based on information

characterizing the particular data source.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of transmitting
comprises the step of modulating signals on the plurality of
subchannels according to a transmit power allocation opti-
mized based on data content and channel conditions.
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4. The method of claim 3, wherein the transmit power 9. In a multicarrier transmission system having a plurality
allocation is optimized for fading channels. of subchannels, a method of providing error protection for
5. The method of claim 4, wherein transmit power is transmission of a data stream, the method comprising the
distributed across N subchannels, and has energy, E,, on an steps of:

i subchannel such that: 5 .. . .

determining error protection requirements for segments of
. E _ the data stream,;
. ¥ Pu/Ps ’ assigning each segment of the data stream to one of the
B=1TE plurality of subchannels based on required error pro-
10 tection; and

where, transmitting the data stream using the plurality of sub-
E is total available energy; and channels using a transmit power distribution across the
P, /P, is a ratio of desired error rate in the i”* subchannel plurality of subchannels according to an energy ratio

to desired error rate in a k” subchannel.

6. In a communication device, a method comprising the 15

steps of:

obtaining data from a data source for transmission on a
plurality of subchannels;

selecting a transmission configuration corresponding to
the data source, which transmission configuration is 20
based on error protection requirements for the data;

segmenting the data into a plurality of data sets corre-
sponding in number to the plurality of subchannels,
according to the transmission configuration;

obtaining a power distribution per subchannel by allocat- 2
ing available transmit power based on an optimized
energy ratio among the plurality of subchannels that
reflects relative error protection requirements among
the plurality of data sets; and

modulating the plurality of data sets on the plurality of
subchannels according to the power distribution per
subchannel obtained based on the transmission con-

optimized based on data content of each segment of the
data stream and based on channel characteristics.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the step of determin-
ing error protection requirements comprises the step of
obtaining information for a data source, which information
characterizes portions of the data stream.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the step of determin-
ing error protection requirements comprises the step of
characterizing information content for the data stream.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the step of transmit-
ting the data stream comprises the steps of:

obtaining a transmission power allocation per subchannel
based on relative error protection requirements for the
segments of the data stream; and

transmitting each data segment on each subchannel
30 according to the transmission power allocation.
13. In a multiplexing transmission system having a plu-
rality of subcarriers, a method of providing error control
comprising the steps of:

figuration. ; .
7. The method of claim 6, wherein the power distribution routing data symbols from a data source to a plurality of
per subchannel is optimized for fading channels. 35 modulators based on desired error protection for each
8. The method of claim 7, wherein power is distributed of the data symbols;
across N subchannels, and has energy, Ei’ on an i subchan- modulating the data symbols on the plurality of subcar-
nel such that: riers by allocating available power according to relative
error protection requirements among the data symbols;
E-—2>=E . 40 storing a data transmission configuration relating to
jgv Py /Py, implementing error protection for data symbols asso-
=1 ciated with a particular data source; and
selecting the data transmission configuration to govern
where, 45 modulation of the data symbols, when the data symbols
E is total available energy; and originate from the particular data source.
P, /P, is a ratio of desired error rate in the i”* subchannel
to desired error rate in a k”* subchannel. LI T B





