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WAAAS UL SVLICunngr
ken my reputation
d by scandal

vated with a mixtup
At blackened tuih
a dark area of skij
* He gave me a bl
a dark bruise] ~ ul
hé team a black oy
Ily of the team)

pl ~ peas [counl|
it has a dark spol i
d bean, (chiefly U\

i i period when lights are kept off or are hidden from view
\guard against enemy airplane attack in a war « the black-
ity of World War II

4 & period when lights are off because of an electrical pow-
filure » She keeps flashlights and candles handy in case of
Dlackout. — compare BROWNOUT

{ & sudden and temporary loss of consciousness, vision, or
mory = He told his doctor he had been experiencing
pkouts.

I} a situation in which some kinds of information are delib-
ltely kept from the public « The government imposed a
BwWs blackout during the war.

Mee also black out at >BLACK

ck pepper noun [noncount] : a food seasoning that is
jde by grinding the dried berries of an Indian plant along
ith their hard, black covers — compare WHITE PEPPER
ck power or Black Power noun [noncount] : the use
PETROLEUM, Ol| § il political and economic power by African-Americans espe-
struck black gold, llly as part of a social movement to promote equality and
jards [count] olf wlal justice in the 1960s — often used before another noun
L man : a man Wiy the Black Power movement of the 1960s

uard pudding noun, pl ~ -dings [count, noncount) Brit
18 [count] : a smill 00D SAUSAGE

ot in the middle }k sheep noun, pl ~ sheep [count] : someone who
an invisible arey | bes not fit in with the rest of a group and is often consid-
ht cannot get oul | 0l to be a troublemaker or an embarrassment = She was
t turned out to bo 4 ¢ ,?‘Iack sheep of the family.

onstantly uses up & *sMith /'blaek,smi6/ noun, pl -smiths [count] : a per-
ng a good result) i who makes or repairs things made of iron (such as horse-
r of ice on a pav 0

s should beware i

\/ noun, pl ~ -salk
ellow or orange i

fly [count] : a smull

S,
Gk spot noun, pl ~ spots [count] Brit : a dangerous
lice or a place where a particular problem or difficulty is
8 common = The intersection is a notorious (accident)
players try to gol spot.
ler but less than i 3k—tie adj — used to describe a formal social event at
'noun s a blackjuk _'J men wear black ties and tuxedos and women wear
yed in a casino) tmal dresses = a plack-tie dinner — compare WHITE-TIE
ek-top /'blek,ta:p/ noun [noncount] chiefly US
| ’}ack material that is used for making roads s road crews
down blacktop
surface that is covered with blacktop « cars lining the
D
widow noun, pl ~ -ows [count] : a poisonous Amer-
spider ¢ The female black widow often kills and eats

club used as a huil

unt] Brit, disappry
employees are (i

unt] : a list of pey
ved of or that arg i
B’s blacklist. » T\
bad drivers.

+ obj] : to say thuls
1 or not allowed W
ething) on a blagh
e 1950s, many Hol
suspected involy

er /'blada/ noun, pl -ders [count]

4 the organ in the body that holds urine after it passes
tough the kidneys and before it leaves the body — see pic-
@ at HUMAN; see also GALLBLADDER

A soft bag (such as the rubber bag inside a football) that is

| that is associaful
BIC « He wore a spi

|
information aboyl
1ed gives you moly

lling « a knife blade = the blade of an ax — see picture at
PENTRY; see also RAZOR BLADE, SWITCHBLADE

one of the flat spinning parts that are used on some ma-

lnes to push air or waters 3 propeller blade

the wide flat part of an oar or paddle

the sharp metal piece on the bottom of an ice skate

m of blackmail, X
motional blackmil e picture at SKATE e
airly made her foil A\ single piece of grass or a similar plant = a plade of grass

lferary @ : SWORD 1 = an opponent worthy of my blade
SWORDSMAN « the best blade in the land

8¢ also SHOULDER BLADE

) /'bla:/ adj [more ~; most ~] chiefly US, informal

not interesting or unusual : dull or boring = The hotel

was totally blah. = a blah winter day

| Without energy or enthusiasm = She sat on the couch all

‘Wwatching television and feeling blah.

| noun, pl blahs informal

he blahs chiefly US : a feeling of being bored, tired, etc. »
had a bad case of the blahs.

Honcount] : silly or meaningless talk < Blah is usually re-

lled to suggest that what someone is saying is unimpor-

It or boring. = He got tired of hearing his mother tell him

received  through
nail from her el

ing [+ obj] : to uw
n was being black

1erias [count] Bill
| : something thal

ppealing = The suy.
His habitual tardl

oiiiviiiiiis val Ulal 11as Ilappeilicu s pon't Dlame me. YOu are
responsible for your own problems. * Don’t blame me for
your problems. = Don’t blame your problems on me. * The
company blames the poor economy for its financial losses. =
The company blames its financial losses on the poor econo-
my. = My father always blames everything on me. = I blame
the poor harvest on the weather.
blame the messenger see MESSENGER
have yourself to blame <> If you have only yourself to
blame or have no one to blame but yourself, then some-
thing is your fault and nobody else’s. = She has only herself
to blame for her money problems.
not blame < If you say that you wouldn’t/don’t/can’t blame
someone or can hardly blame someone, you think that
person has a good reason for doing something. = After the
way he treated you, I wouldn’t blame you [=]1 would com-
pletely understand] if you never spoke to him again. * You
can hardly blame her for being angry.
to blame : responsible for something bad : deserving to be
blamed for something. « Who's 70 blame for these prob-
lems? = He says he’s not to blame for the delays. [=he did
not cause the delays] * Poor communication is at least part-
2 ly to blame. [=at fault]
blame noun [noncount : responsibility for something that
Tails or is wrong = It’s not entirely his fault, but he’s not com-
pletely free of blame, either. = He deserves blame [=deserves
to be blamed] for his careless behavior. — usually used with
the = The blame lies with me. [=] am at fault; I am to blame] =
It’s not fair—she gets the credit when things go well, and |
get the blame when they fail. = Don’t try to put/lay/pin the
blame for your problems on me. * The coach took the blame
for the defeat. [=the coach said he was responsible for the de-
feat] — see also the finger of blame at 'FINGER
blame:-less /'bleimlas/ adj [more ~; most ~] : not responsi-
ble for a problem, bad situation, etc. : free from blame or
fault = The school is not blameless for the children’s poor
skills. * An investigation showed that police were blameless
in the man’s death. » a blameless [=innocent] life
— blame-less:ly ady
blame-wor-thy /'bleim,wadi/ adj [more ~; most ~ formal
: deserving blame : bad or wrong s His conduct was judged
(to be) blameworthy. » Their failure to adequately inform
articipants of the risks was morally/ethically blameworthy.
b'i’anch /*bleentf, Brit 'bla:nyf/ verb blanch-es; blanched;
blanch-ing
1 [+ obj] : to put (food items) in boiling water or steam for a
short time = Blanch the potatoes before slicing them. * a cup
of blanched almonds
2 [no obj] : to suddenly have less color in your face because
you are afraid, embarrassed, etc. « She blanched and re-
mained silent when the store owner accused her of taking
the money. — often used figuratively « Military leaders
blanched at the thought of being asked to accept further
funding cuts. [=they reacted in a way that showed they did
not want to accept further cuts]
blanche see CARTE BLANCHE
blanc-mange /bla'ma:ndz/ noun [count, noncount] Brit : a
cold, sweet dessert that looks like jelly formed into a shape
bland /"vlznd/ adj bland-er; -est
1 : not interesting or exciting = a pland [=dull, boring] film »
bland [=1_minterestinﬂ architecture
2 : lacking strong flavor = The vegetable soup was rather
bland. » a bland diet = a diet of bland foods [=foods that are
not spicy]
3 : showing no emotion, concern, etc. s a pland expression/
face = The diplomat’s bland statement did nothing to calm
the situation.
— bland:ly adv — bland-ness noun [noncount] = the bland-
ness of the film/food
blan-dish-ments /blzndifmonts/ noun [plurall formal
: nice things that you say or do to convince someone to do
something « He found it hard to resist her blandishments and
almost always ended up doing as she wished.
'blank /'blznk/ adj blank-er; -est
~TTaTt without any writing, marks, or picturess a plank sheet
of paper * Leave that line blank. [=don’t write on that line] = a
book with blank pages * a blank wall — see also BLANK
SLATE b : having empty spaces to be filled in with informa-
tion : not yet written in or filled out = 3 plank passport appli-




