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This Week

Software gift unlocks international ‘Ivory Tower’
Commodore donates 656 educational programs to public domain

Commodore International has "un-
locked the Ivory Tower” by donating
656 educational computer programs
to the public domain.

Meticulously catalogued and re-
corded on 50 computer disks, the pro-
gram series will be disseminated
throughout the United States. Public
and private educational institutions,

organizations and foundations, as
well as private computerists, can ac-
cess the software. All of Commo-
dore's 800 full-line U.S. computer
dealers will be supplied with a com-
plete set for a nominal distribution
charge of $250,

Sets will also be made available to
Commodore's 250 Education Re-

source Ceriters. Dealers and Resource
Centers will be encouraged to make
duplicate sets available free, or for the
cost of labor and materials.

The ongoing software-development
program represents an international
effort of great size and scope. Those
working on the project compiled more
than 1000 original programs. The pro-

grams were designed by educators for -
use in their own classes and contrib- -
uted by universities, public-school |
systems, private educational institu- -
tions, user clubs and Commodore staff |
from around the world.

The best of the programs submitted |
were standardized, categorized and |
recorded on disks. Each program was |
adapted to run on any of the Commo- -
dore microcomputers currently in use ¢
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in schools, including the CBM, the
PET, the SuperPET and the Commo-
dore 64.

"Computers have revolutionized
education on a truly global scale,” said
Jack Tramiel, Commodore's founder
and chief executive. "Not only have
they proven to be a highly inventive, ef-
fective and engaging tool for teaching
the traditional disciplines, they are
providing students with what will be
the mostimportant skill they'll need to
advance in our technical
age ...computing.

"Commodore is committed to pro-
viding the international network for
identifying and accessing superior
programming. We are essentially un-
locking the Ivory Tower. Why dupli-
cate effort—the incalculable man-
hours that went into creating the
programs—when you can simply du-
plicate the programs and introduce
them into the public domain?"

The laborious task of preparing the
first 656 cataloged programs was
achieved through the cooperative ef-
forts of Commodore and many educa-

tional organizations, particularly in
Canada.

The project was seeded in the sum-
mer of 1981 with an Ontario, Canada,
government grant to several promi-
nent educators to create a repository
of educational software, employing
high-school students. Commodore's
Canadian company, already working
on a similar project, suggested they
pool their resources. The actual work
began the following summer.

Throughout last summer, 100 pro-
grammers from over 30 public-school
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districts spent eight hours a day stan-
dardizing the raw programs. The stan-
dardized programs were then

- submitted to Commodore for a final

accuracy check and for conversion to
run on all the Commodore machines,
including the new Commodore 64.

The software will receive widest dis-
tribution in the United States, Canada
and Britain, because the BASIC pro-
grams are written in English, but Com-
modore will furnish sets to all of its
international offices.

“It's the ripple effect,” Tramiel ob-
served. "Each program is being cast
into the international informational
network, and that's bound to make
waves. It is conceivable that the efforts

Dr. Senese (left), assistant secretary of
the U.S. Department of Education, with
Jack Tramiel, founder of Commodore
International and children of the
United Nations International School,
try out a Commodore computer.

of an American educator will soon be
teaching New Guinea students their
multiplication tables.”

The 656 programs cover most sub-
ject categories. Each is identified by a
topic, grade level, quality and degree
of student/teacher participation. In
addition to the educational programs,
there are 13 administrative aids for
grading, attendance and statistical
analysis; 13 computer utility exercises;
and 83 games.

The 13 catalog clasmﬁcanuns in-
clude administration, business, com-
puter science, English, French, games,
geography, history, mathematics, sci-
ence, technology, computer utiliza-
tion and a miscellaneous category.

There are programs for pre-
schoolers to university graduates,
hobbyists to master computerists, stu-
dents to educators. "If we've left
anyone out, we'll catch them with the
next 600 programs being worked on!"”
quipped Tramiel, adding that the
company plans to expand its public-
domain software inventory. |
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