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4 abortionist e absolute

mestic animal often due to infection at any time before completion of
pregnancy — compare CONTAGIOUS ABORTION 2 : MONSTROSITY 3
: arrest of development (as of a part or process) resulting in imperfec-
tion; also : a result of such arrest
abor-tion-ist \-sh(a-)nist\ » (1861) : one who induces abortions
abortion pill # (1871) : a drug taken orally to induce abortion csp. ear-
Iv in pregnancy; esp : RU-486
aborstive \o-'bor-tivi adi (14c) 1 obs : prematurely born 2 : FRUIT-
LESS, UNSUCCESSFUL ¢ imperfectly formed or developed 4 : tend-
ing to cut short — aborstive-ly adv — abor-tive-ness n
system \d-(,)b&-'6-\ n (1944) : the basic system of antigens ol hu-
man blood behaving in heredity as an allelic unit 1o produce any of the
0 blood groups
abound ‘\a-'baind\ vi [ME, fr. AF abunder, Ir. L abundare, fr. ab- +
unda wave — more at WATER] (14¢) 1 : to be present in large num-
bers or in great quantity : be prevalent 2§ to be copiously supplicd —
used with in or with {life ~ed in mysteries —Norman Mailer) {institu-
4 _tions ~ with evidence of his success —Johns Hopkins Mag.»
about \s-'baut\ adv [ME, fr. OE abiitan, fr. 'a- + biitain ouiside — more
at BUT] (bef. 12¢) 1 @ : reasonably close 10 €~ a year agod b : AL-
MOST {~ starved) ¢ :on the verge of — usu, used with be and a fol-
fowing infinitive {is ~ to join the army): used with a negative to ex-
press intention or determination <not ~ (o quit> 2 : on all sides
* AROUND 3 a:in rotation b : around the outside 4 : HERE AND
THERE 5 ! in the vicinity : NEAR 6 : in the oppusite direction ¢face
5 ~» {the other way ~5
about prep (bef. 12¢) 1 : in a circle around ¢ on every side of
: AROUND a: in the immediate neighborhood of : NEAR b :on or
near the person of ¢ : in the makeup of <; mature wisdom ~ him
d : at the command of ¢has his wits ~ him> 3 engaged in {act as if
they know what they're ~ —T. 8. Matthews) 4 a : with regard to
! CONCERNING <¢spoke ~ his pastd> b : concerned with ¢ @ funda-
mentally concerned with or directed toward <‘pal-:er s ~ money
—David Mamet) 5 : over or in different parts o
3about adi (1815} 1 : moving from place 1o place; specif : being out of
bed 2:AROUND 2
about-face \o-‘baut-"fis\ n [fr. the imper. phrase about face] (1861) 1
: & 180° turn to the right from the position of attention 2 : a reversal
of direction 3 : a reversal of attitude, behavior, or point of view —
about-face v/
about-turn \-"tarn\ n (1893) Brir : ABOUT-FACE
Tabove \a-'bav\ ady [ME, fr. OF abufan, ir. a- + bufan above, fr. be- +
ifan above; akin 10 OE oc.rr over] (bef. 12¢) 1 a : in the sky : OVER-
HEAD (ghc clouds ~» :in or to heaven a : in or to a higher
place : higher on the same page or on a preceding pnﬁc c: up-
STAIRS  d : above zero €10 degrees ~» 3 ¢ in or to a higher rank or
number {30 and ~> 4 archaic : in addition : BESIDES 5 © UPSTAGE
2above prep (bef. 126) 1a: in or to a higher place than : OVER b 2 up-
river of 2 @ : superior to (as in rank, quality, or degree) b : out of
reach of {~ suspicion) ¢ :in preference to  d : too proud or honor-
able to stoop to {not ~ laking undue credit> 3 : exceeding in num-
ber, quantity, or size : more than {men ~ 50 years oldd 4 : as distinct
from and in addition to ¢heard the whistle ~ the roar of the crowd}
above n, pl above (13¢) 1 a : something that is above b : a person
whose name is written above 2 a : a higher authority b : HEAVEN
usage Although still objected 1o by some, the use of above as a noun
in sense la (none of the above) {the above is Theseus's opinion
—William Blake) and as an adjective {without the abeve reserve —Q,
W. Holmes 11935 (I was brought up on the above words —Viscount
@ Montgomery) has been long established as standard.
above adj (1604) : writlen or discussed higher on the same page or on a
receding page  US8GE sce *ABOVE -
,above all adv (14¢) : before every other consideration : ESPECIALLY
above-board \a-'bav-,bord\ adv [fr. the difficulty of cheating at cards
when the hands are above the table] (1594) : in & straightforward man-
o Der i OPENLY
aboveboard adj (1648) : free from all traces of deceit or duplicity
above.ground \a-'bav-,gradnd adf (1878) 1 : located or occurring on
or above the surface of the ground 2 : existing, produced, or pub-
lished by or within the establishment (~ movies) — aboveground

e
ab ovo \ab-'a-(;)vé\ adv [L, lit., from the egg) (ca. 1586) : from the be-

%inni
abp abbr archbishop
abr abbr abridged; abridgment
ab-ra.ca-dab-ra \,a-bra-ka-"da-bra\ n [LL] (1565) 1 : a magical charm
or incantation 2 : unintelligible language
abrade ‘\>-'brad\ vb abrad.ed; abrad-ing (L abradere 1o scrape off, fr.
ab- + radere 1o scrape — more at RODENT] v (1677) 1 a: to rub or
wear away esp. by friction : ERODE b : {o irritate or roughen by rub-
bing 2:to wear down in spirit : IRRITATE, WEARY =~ vi : to undergo
abrasion — abrad.able \-'bri-da-bal\ adj — abradser n
Abrasham \'a-bro-ham\ # [LL, fr, Gk Abraam, ir. Heb ‘Abhrdhdm]
(14¢) : an Old Testament patriarch regarded by Jews as the founder of
the Hebrew people through his son Isaac and by Muslims as the
founder of the Arab peaples through his son Ishmael
abra-sion \a-'bra-zhon\ # IML abrasion-, abrasio, fr. 1. abradere] (1554)
a : a wearing, grinding, or rubbing away by friction b : IRRITATION
1 2 : an abraded area of the skin or mucous membrane
abra:sive \o-"bra-siv, -ziv\ adi (1849) 1 : tending to abrade 2 : caus-
o ing irritation ¢~ manners) — abra-sive.ly adv — abra-sive-ness »
abrasive n (1853) : a substance (as emery or pumice) used for abrad-
ing, smoothing, or polishing
ab-re-ac-tion %,a-bré-'ak-shan\ n [part trans, of G Abreagierung cathar-
sis, fr. ab off, away + Reagierung reaction] (1912) : the expression and
emotional ﬂi.!iCl‘lilr?r: of unconscious material (as a repressed idea or
emotion) by verbalization esp. in the presence of a therapist — absre-
act \-'akt\ vb
abreast \o-'brest\ adv or adf (ESc; 1 : beside one another with bodies
in line {columns of men five ~~) 2 : up to a particular standard or
level esp. of knowledge of recent developments <keeps ~ of the newss
abridge \o-'brij\ w abridged; abridg-.ing [ME abregen, fr. AF abreger,
fr. LL abbreviare, fr. L ad- + brevis short — more at BRIEF] (14¢) 1 a
archaic ! DEPRIVE b : to reduce in scope : DIMINISH {attempls (0 ~
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the right of free speech) 2 : to shorten in duration or extent {modern
transportation that ~s distance) 3 : to shorten by omission of words
without sacrifice of sense ; CONDENSE  Syn see SHORTEN — abridg-
ern

ahrl%g-ment or abridge-ment \a-'brij-mant\ n (15¢) 1 : the action of
abridging : the state of being abridged 2 : a shortened form of a work
retaining the general sense and unity of the original

abroach \a-'broch\ adv er adj (14c)” 1 archaic : in a condition for let-
ting out a liquid (as wine) 2 archaic : in action or agitation : ASTIR

mischiefs that | set ~ —Shak.>

abroad \o-'brod\ adv or adf (13c) 1 : over a wide area : WIDELY 2
: away from one's home 3 : bevond the boundaries of one's country
4 : in wide circulation : ABOUT 5 : wide of the mark : ASTRAY

ab-ro.gate \'a-bra-,gat\ v -gat-ed; -gat-ing [L abregatus, pp. of abro-
gare, It. ab- + rogare to ask, propose a law — more af RIGHT (1526) 1
: to abolish by authoritative action : ANNUL 2 : (o treal as nonexis-
tent <abrogating their responsibilities)  syn see NULLIFY — abero.ga-
tion \;a-bra-"ga-shon\ n

abrupt \s-'brapt\ adf [L abruptus, {r. pp. of abrumpere to break off, fr.
atr + rumpere 10 break — more at REAVE] (1530) 1 a : characterized
by or involving action or change without preparation or warning : UN-
EXPECTED {came to an ~ stop} {an ~ turn} <an ~ decision to re-
tire) b : unceremoniously curt {an ~ mannerp ¢ : lacking smooth-
ness or continuity {an ~ transition> 2 : giving the impression of be-
ing cut or broken off; ¢sp @ involving a sudden steep rise or drop {~
hills> {a high ~ bank bounded the stream) Syn see PRECIPITATE,
STEEP — abrupt-ly \a-"brap(0)-ie\ adv — abrupt-ness \o-'brap(t)-nas\

n
abrup-tion \a-'brap-shan\ # (1606) : a sudden breaking off or away
abs abbr 1 absolute 2 abstract
TABS \,a-(,)b-*es\ » [acrylonitrile-butadicne-styrene] (1964) : a tough
riéld plastic used esp. for automobile parts and bullding materials
2ABS abbr 1 American Bible Society 2 antilock braking system
absscess \'ab-ses\ n, pl ab-scess.es \fab-se-saz, -562; ~sa-soz\ [L ab-
scessus, lit, act of going away, fr. abscedere to go away, [r. abs-, ab- +
ceders 10 go) (I.G!SB)G: a localized collection of pus surrounded by in-
flamed tissue — absscessed \-sest\ ad/
ab-scise \ab-'siz\ vh ab«sclsed; ab-scis-ing [L abseisus, pp. of ab-
scidere, [r. abs- + caedere to cut] vt (1612) : to separate (as a flower
from a stem) by abscission ~ v : to separate by sbscission
ab-scis-ic acld \ab-'si-zik-, -sik-\ n [abseision (var, of abseission) + -fe]
(1968) : a plant hormone CysH2g04 that is a sesquiterpene widespread
in nature and that typically promotes leaf abscission and dormancy
and has an inhibitory effect on cell elongation
abesci-sin V'ab-s3-san, ab-"si-s"n\ n [abscision + -in] (1961) : ABSCISIC
ACID
ab-scis+sa \ab-'si-sa\ n, pl abscissas afse ab-
scis-sae \-'si-(, )86\ [NL, fr. L, fem. of abscissus, Y
pp. of abscindere to cut off. fr. ab- + scindere (o
cut — more at SHED] (1694) : the horizontal co- P A
ordinate of a point in a plane Cartesian coordi-
nate system obtained by measuring parallel to
the x-axis — compare ORDINATE S—— =g
ab-scis-sion \ab-'si-zhon\ n IME abscisioun, fr.
AF abseission, L abscission-, abseissio, Ir. ab-
seindere] (15¢) 1 : the act or process of cutling
ﬁﬂ . nmf:oy.».l. 12 : th% nnlminl separation g{
owers, iruit, or leaves from plants at a speci . i
séparation layer AP 3hsc|5.son of point
ab.scond \ab-'skiind, ab-\ vi [L abscondere to
hide away, fr. abs- + ¢condere 1o store up, con-
ceal — more at CONDIMENT] (ca. 1578) : to depart secretly and hide
oneself — ab-scond-er n
abeseil Vab-sil, -si(-a)\ vi [G abseilen, ir. ab down, off + Seil ropel
1941) ehiefly Brit : RAPPEL — abseil n
ab+sence \'ab-san(1)s\ 1 (14c) 1 : the state of being absent 2 : the pe-
riod of time that one is absent 3 : WANT, LACK {an ~ of detail> 4
+ inaltention to present surroundings or occurrences ¢~ of mind)
ab-sent \'ab-sont\ ad/ [ME, fr. AF, fr. L absent-, absens, prp. of abesse
10 be absent. {r. ab- + esse to be — more at 15] (14¢) 1§ not present or
altending : M1ssING 2 @ not existing : LACKING {danger in a situation
where power is ~ —M. H. Trytten) 3 : lost in thought : not attentive
2, 8¥0 sec ABSTRACTED — ab.sent-ly adv
3ah4sant \ab-'sent, 'ab-\ v (15¢) : to keep (onesell) away
ab-sent \'ab-sant\ prep (1944) : in the absence of : wITHOUT
ab-sen-tee \;ab-son-"té\ n (1605) : one that is absent; as @ : a propri-
etor that lives away [rom his or her estate or business b : one missing
from work or school — absentee adf
absentee ballot » (1889) : a ballot submitted (as by mail} in advance of
an election by a voter who is unable to be present at the polls
ab-sen-tee-ism \,ab-san-"té-i-zom\ n (1829) 1 : prolonged absence of
an owner from his or her property 2 : chronic absence (as from work
or school); alse : the rate of such absence
ab-sent-mind-ed \,ab-sant-"min-dad\ ad/ (1829) 1 : lost in thought
and unaware of one’s surroundings or actions : PREOCCUPIED: &
: given to absence of mind 2 : indicative of or resulting from preoccu-
pation or absence of mind Syn see ABSTRACTED — abs«sent.mind-
ed:ly adv — ab.sent-mind-ed-ness n
absent without leave adi (1793) : absent without authority from one's
%Iacc of duty in the armed forces
ab:sinthe also ab-sinth \'ab-(,)sin(tth\ # [F absinthe, fr. L absinthium,
fr. Gk apsinthion] (1612) 1: WORMWOOD 1 2 : a green liqueur which
is flavored with wormwood, anise, and other aromatic herbs and com-
mercial production of which is banned in many countries for healih
concerns; also : a ligueur resembling absinthe
ab-so-lute \'ab-sa-,l{t, ;ab-sa-"\ adf [ME absolut, fr. AF, fr. L absolutus,
fr. pp. of abselvere to set free, absolve] (14c) 1 a ! free from imperfec-
tion : PERFECT it is a most ~ and excellent horse —Shak.,> b : free
or relatively free from mixture : PURE {~ alcohol} ¢ ! OUTRIGHT,
UNMITIGATED <an ~ lie} 2 : being, governed by, or characteristic of
a ruler or authority completely free from constitutional or other re-
straint {~ power) 3 a ! standing apart from & normal or usual syn-
tactical relation with other words or sentence elements {the ~ con-
struction this being the case in the sentence "this being the case, let us



