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abenorsmalsisty (ab'nor-mal/i-té) n., pl. -ties 1. The condition of be-
ing abnormal. 2 An abnormal phenomenomn,

ab n. The study of maladaprive behaviors, mental
disorders, and certain mental phenomena such as dreams and hyp-

NOSIS.

asboard (5-bord*) adv. [ME abard : a-, on + bord, ship.] 1. On board
a passenger vehicle, as a ship, tram, or aircraft. 2. At the side :
ALONGSIDE. 3, In or into a group or business. —asboard’ prep.

asbode [2-bod?) n. [ME abod < abiden, to wair. —see asipi] LA
dwelling place : HoME. L A sojourn.

abeohm (3-bom’) n. A centimeter-gram-second clecrromagnenic unit
of resistance e¢qual to one billionth of an ohm,

a-boleish (a-bdl’ish) vt. -ished, -ish-ing, -ishses [ME abolisshen < OFr.
abolir, aboliss- < Lat. abolere.] 1. To put an end 1o 1 ANNUL. 2. To de-
stroy completely @ ANNIHILATE. —asbolisheasble adj. —a-bol’isheer
11, —asbolfishement .

abeoslistion {3b’a-lish"an) . [Fr. < Lac. abolitio < abolitus, p.part. of
abolére, to abolish.] 1 An act of abolishing or the state of being
abotished : ANNULMENT. 2 The abolishment of slavery in the United
States. —ab’osli’tionsar'y (-a-nér'd) adj,

abspslistionsism {ab’a-lish’s-niz’am) . Advocacy of the abolition of
slavery in the United States. —ab’osli’tion-ist 1.

absgsmassum (ab'G-ma’sam) m., pl. -5a (-sa) The fourth division of the
stomach in ruminant animals, in which true digestion takes place.
—ab’o-ma’sal (-sal) adj.

A-bomb (3’bom’) n. An atomic bomb.

asbomeisnasble (a-bom’a-na-bal) adj. [ME abbaminable < OFr, < Lat.
abaminabilis < ubominari, to abhor —see AsoMiNATE ] 1 Utterly
loathsome or detestable <abominable child abuse> 2. Thoroughly
unpleasant or disagreeable <abominable manners> —a-bom’i-na«
bly adv.

abominable snowman ». A hairy humanlike animal allegedly inhabit-
ing the high Himalayas.

a-bomsienate (3-bom’3-nit’) v, -nateed, -natving, -nates [Lat. abommari,
abominat-, to deprecare as a bad omen : ab-, away + omen, omen.]
To regard as abominable. —a<bom?i=na'tor 1.

asbomeisnastion {3>-hém’s-nd’shon) #. 1. Extreme dislike or abhor-
rence, 2. Something that elicits extreme dislike.

abeperal (i-baral) adj. Opposite to or away from the mouth.

ab-o-rig+i=nal (b’ rij* a-naﬂoad.i. 1. Existing from the beginning or be-
ing the earliest of its type in an area : INDIGENOUS. 28. Of or relat-
ing ro aborigines, b. often Abori Of or relating to the indigenous
peoples uf Australia.—. also Aboriginal. An aborigine. —ab’osrigis
nalsly adv.

abeoerigeisne (ib’a-rij’2-né) . [< Lax, aborigines, original inhabit-
ants : ab-, from + origime, ablative of origo, beginning.| 1a. A mem-
ber of the indigenous or earliest known population of a regton. b,
often igine. A member of any of the indigencus peoples of Aus-
tralia, 2. aborigines. The flora and fauna that are native 1o a peo-
graphic area:

a-born«ing (a-bor/ning) ady. While coming into being or getting
started <research thar nearly died aboraing>

a<bort {a-béirt!) v. a-bort-ed, a-borteing, a+borts [Lat. aboriare, freq. of
aboriri, to disappear, miscarry : ab-, nway + oriri, to appear.] —ui.
1. To give birth prematurely or before term; miscarry. 2. To fail ro
reach full developmenr or maturation, as a bodily organ. 3. To ter-
minate an operation or procedure with a missile, space vehicle, or
aircraft hefore completion, esp. because of equipment Bilure. —ut,
1a. To cause to terminate (a pregnancy) prematurely, esp. before the
ferus is viable, b. To cause the expulsion of {an embryo or fetus) be-
fore it is viable. ¢ T give premature birth to (an embryo or fetus).
2 To interfere with the development of <abort plans for a corpo-
rate takeover> 3, To terminate E:I'nn: completion <abort o takeoff>
—ii. 1. The act of terminating an operation or procedure before
completion. 2. Compueter Sci, A procedure to terminate execution of
a prr.?um when an unrecoverable error of malfunction occurs.

asborstisfascient (a-bar'ta-Fi’shont) adf. Inducing abortion. —asbor't-
fa’dient ».

asbor-tion (3-barshan) ». 12, Indueced termination of pregnancy, in-
volving expulsion and destruction of the embryo or fetus, esp. be-
fore it is capable of survival. b. A procedure that results in such
rermination. 2. Premature expulsion of a nonviable embryo or fe-
tus from the womb § MISCARRIAGE. 3. Cessation of normal growth,
esp. of an organ, prior to full development or maturation. & An
aborted organism. 5. Something malformed or incompletely devel-
oped : MONSTROSITY,

aborstionsist (>-bir’sha-nist) . One who performs abortions.

asborstive (a-hor/tiv) adj, 1. Failing to accomplish an objective & Fu-
L. 2 Imperfectly developed. 3. Causing or meant te cause abor-
tion § ABORTIFACIENT, —acbortivesly adr. —a-bor/tive-ness ».

ABO system (3'bi-67) 1. A classification system for human blood that
identifies four major blood types, A, B, AB, and O, based on the
presence or absence of two antigens, A and B, on red blood cells.

asbound (>-bound’) v asboundeed, a-boundsing, a-bounds !IME
abonnden < OFr. abonder < Lat. abundare, to overflow : ab-, from

abnormality m abroad

+ undare, to flow < unda, wave.] 1. To be plentiful in number or
amount. 2. To be fully supplied or filled : TEeM <lakes that abound
with fish>
asbout (a-bout!) ude. [ME < OE onbiitan : on, in + biitan, ourside. |
1. Approximately <traveled about a year> 2. Almost <just abont
gone> 3, To a reversed position or direction. 4. In no particular di-
rection <wandering abont> 5. All around : on every side <locked all
abont> 6.1n the area : NEal <Flu is abone> 7. In succession:: one af-
ter another <Turn about is fair play.> 8a. On the verge of doing
something, —Used with the infinitive <The hand is abont to play.>
b. —Used to show determination or intention in negative construoc-
tions with an infinitive <was not abont to concede the point>
—prep, 1. On-all sides of ¢ surroUNDING. 2. In the vicinity of :
AroUND, 3. Almost the same as : close to <a child abont your age>
4. In reference to <an article abonr cooking> 5. In the possession of
<kepr my wits about me> 6. Engaged in <go abonut one’s business>
—adj. Astir <be up and abort>
a-bout-face {a-bout/fas’) n. 1. The act of pivoting 1o face in the op-
posite direction from the original. 2. A reversal of awtitude or stand-
point. —ui, -faced, -facring, fac-es To reverse direction.
asbove (a-biv?) ady, [ME aboven < OF abiifan : a-, on + bitfan,
above.] 1. Overhead <the skies above? 2. In or toward heaven. 3. Up-
stairs <a noise from the apartment abave> 8. To a degree thatis over
7er0 < 15° abowe> 5. Tn or to a higher place. 6. In an eaclier part of
a given text. T In or to a higher rank or position. —prep. 1. Over or
higher than <hills rising above the plain> 2. Superior to'in rank,
quality, or degree <honesty above profit> 3. Beyond the level or
reach of <a siren heard above the traffic> 4. In preference to <rakes
water above wine> 5. Too proud or honorable o stoop to <above
cheating> 6, More than <abowe average> 7. Upstream of <a dam po-
sicioned aboue the town> 8. Nerth of <Utah is above Arizona.>—.
1. Something that is above. 2. The person or persons already referred
to in a text. —adj. Appearing earlier in the same rext. —above all. Of
first importance,
ashovesboard (a-biiv’hird’) adu & adj. Without trickery or deceit.
B word history: Aboveboard is a simple compound of the words
above and board. It is recorded as early as the 17th century as a
mbles’s teem. Pr:sumnl:]i-. a gambler whose hands were above the
oard or gaming table could not surreptitiously change the cards of
indulge in uther forms of chearing.
asbovesground (>-biiv’ground’) adj. 1. Situated on or above the sur-
face of the ground. 2. Existing or operating within the establish-
ment or according to convention,
a-bove-men-tioned (2-bitv/mén’shand) adj. Mentioned previously.
—#. The one or ones mentioned previously.
ab o+vo (ib a’vd) adr. [Lat., from the egg.| From the beginning.
absra-casdabsra (ib’ra-ka-diib/ra) n. [LLat.] 1 A word once held to
possess magical powers to ward off discase or disaster. 2. Nonsen-
sical talk : GIBBERISH.
asbraschi-a (>-bri’ké-a) 2. [A-' + Gk. brakhién, arm.] Congenital ab-
sence of arms.
aebrad-ant (>-brad’nt) n. An abrasive. —asbrad‘ant ad;.
asbrade (a-brad’) v2. asbradeed, a-bradsing, asbrades | Lat. abradere, to
scrape off : ab-, off + radere, to scrape.] To wear away by friction :
ERODE.
a-branschi-ate (i-brang/ké-it, -it’) ais asbran=chisal (-ké-al) or a-brane
chisous (-ké-as) ad). [Gk. a-, not + brankbia, gills.] Having no gills.
asbrassion (a-bra’zhan) n. [Med. Lat. abrasio < Lat. abradere, ra
scrape off. —see ABRADE.] 1. A wearing away by friction. 2. A
scraped or worn area, esp. on the skin that is a resule of injury or
irritacion.
asbrassive (a bra’siv, -ziv) adj. 1. Causing abrasion : koveH, 2. Harsh
and rough in manner <an abrasive personality> —a«bra’sive .
abereeact (3b/ce-dke’) vt -actsed, -acteing, -acts [Transh of G.
abreagieren : ab-, away + reagieren, 1o react.] Psychoanal. To re-
Jease (repressed emotions) by acting out, as in werds, action, or the
imagination, the situation causing the conflict. —ab’re«ac’tion n.
asbreast (o-brost’) adv. [ME abresi < on brest : on, by + brest, breast.]
1. Side by side. 2. Up to date <abreast of the news>
asbridge (a-brij*) vt. a-bridged, a-bridg-ing, a-bridg-es [ME abregen <
OFr. abregier < LLat. abbreviare, 1o shorten. —see ANBREVIATE.] L
To reduce the length of (a written text) : CONDENSE. 2. To reduce or
diminish <abridge civil rights> 3. To cut short : CUrTALL. —a«bridg'er

n,

a-bridg-ment also asbridgesment (o-brij’mant) m. 1. The acr of abridg-
ing or the state of being abridged. 2. Condensation of a book.

asbroach (a-brisch?) adj. [ME abroche <.a, in + broche, a pointed ob-
ject.] 1. Opened or positioned so that a liquid, as wine, can be letout.
2. Moving abour : ASTIR.

a-broad (3-broxd’) adv. [ME abrod, wide < on brod : on, at + brad,
broad.) 1. Out of one’s own country. 2. In a foreign country or coun-
tries. 3. Away from one's home. 4. In cireulation : at large <Revo-
lution is abroad.> 5. Covering & large area ; WiDELY. 6. In error :
ASTRAY.
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