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1
GEOTEXTILE FABRIC CONSTRUCTION

This is a division, of application Ser. No. 238,660 filed
Feb. 26, 1981, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,472,086.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

Geotextiles are fabrics which are used in road, dam,

river, drainage and ocean construction sites for prevent-
ing erosion on river banks and seashores, and around
piers and bridges, in paving of roads and as filtration
fabrics in.dam construction and as silt retainers to pre-
vent erosion at construction sites. Geotextiles prevent
the movement of soil or sand when placed in contact
with the ground. When used in paving roads, geotex-
tiles help maintain structural integrity of the road sur-
face. .
. Woven and nonwoven geotextile fabrics are known.
Nonwoven geotextiles are used in applications which
require higher filtration capability than is obtainable
with woven geotextiles, and large widths are necessary.
Moreover, the high absorbancy of nonwoven geotex-
tiles promotes adhesion to road surfaces and flow resis-
tance to water. Geotextile fabrics of woven construc-
tion are used in applications réquiring higher strength
and structural stability than is obtainable with nonwo-
ven geotextiles.

Nonwoven geotextiles which are reinforced with a
woven backing are also known. For example, see U.S.
Pat. Nos. 3,928,696 and 4,002,034,

In producing a geotextile fabric, it is particularly
desirable to have controlled strength and controlled
elongation, with high tear resistance and proper filtra-
“tion aiso being highly desirable. According to the pres-
ent invention, a geotextile fabric is produced that has
excellent tear resistance, and very precisely controlled
elongation and strength. For some particular uses of the
geotextile fabric according to the invention, the extensi-
bility is about 2 to 4%, making the fabric useful for
solving “reflective cracking” problems in paving and
the like.

The geotextile fabric according to the present inven-
tion basically comprises first and second groups of par-
allel synthetic threads, the two groups being arranged
substantially transverse to each other, and preferably
are truly perpendicular. Knit yarn stitch bonds the first
and second group of threads loosely together. The
threads are preferably uncrimped synthetic yarns, either
continuous thread yarn or spun yarn. A nonwoven web
may also be incorporation in the geotextile fabric, being
stitch bonded to the first and second groups of threads.
Thus, the geotextile fabric according to the present
invention does not have the adhesive found in many
prior geotextiles, does not have the fiber damage often
accompanied with needie punched nonwovens, and
doesn’t require the heat-bonding of other prior fabrics.
Only the basic yarn elongation is a factor in the fabric
elongation so that it is precisely controllable, and since
the interlacings and interweavings of warp and weft
yarns as is provided in normal laid-in woven fabrics is
not present, the geotextile fabric of the invention has
extremely high tear resistance.

For road paving uses in particular, the yarn and web
types comprising the preferred geotextile fabric are
controlled so that the fabric has an extensibility of about
2 to 4% or less. This then makes the fabric ideal for
repairing surfaces having cracks therein by placing a

20

25

30

35

45

50

55

60

65

2

layer of geotextile fabric on a cracked surface, and
placing a layer of asphalt on top of the geotextile fabric.
This same basic procedure can be followed in reinforc-
ing asphalt surfaces when they are laid, by laying a first
layer of asphalt, placing the geotextile fabric on the first
layer, and placing a second layer of asphalt on top of the
geotextile fabric. In the instances cited above the geo-
textile fabric is saturated with a suitable quantity of
liguid asphalt binder which acts as a sealant and adhe-
sive between the layers of asphalt.

The method of making the geotextile fabric accord-
ing to the present invention is readily practiced using
horizontal weft insertion, and warp insertion, type knit-
stitching machines, such as those produced by Liba and
Mayer.

It is the primary object of the present invention to
provide a geotextile fabric, and methods of utilization
and production thereof, with precisely controllable
properties. This and other objects of the invention will
become clear from an inspection of the detailed descrip-
tion of the invention and from the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1a and 1/ are top and bottom views of one
exemplary composite geotextile fabric of the present
invention;

FIG. 2is a plan view of the knitted yarn which is part
of the composite fabric illustrated in FIGS. 1q and 15;

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the groups of warp and weft
threads which are part of the composite_fabric illus-
trated in FIGS. 1ag and 15;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the composite fabric of
FIGS. 1a and 15 taken along the X axis;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view of the composite fabric of
FIGS. 1z and 1b taken along the Y axis;

FIG. 6 is a sectional view illustrating the repair of a
cracked road surface with the fabric of FIGS. 1a¢ and
1b;

FIG. 7 is a sectional view of another exemplary com-
posite geotextile fabric according to the present inven-
tion, including a nonwoven web;

FIG. 8 is a bottom plan view of the fabric of FIG. 7:
and

FIG. 9 is a sectional view of a modification of the
fabric of FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS

. One version of a geotextile fabric 10 according to the
present invention is illustrated in FIGS. 1 through 5,
while another version of geotextile fabric, 10, is illus-
trated in FIGS. 7 and 8, and still another version 10" in
FIG. 9. The primary difference between the embodi-
ments is that the embodiments of FIGS. 7 and 8 and
FIG. 9 includes a nonwoven web 11 upon which the
warp and weft threads are laid.

An exemplary geotextile fabric according to the pres-
ent invention includes a first group of parallel synthetic
weft threads 28, and a second group of parallel syn-
thetic warp threads 30, the warp threads being substan-
tially transverse (and preferably truly perpendicular) to
the weft threads. Knit yarn stitch bonding, illustrated
generally at 12, bonds the first and second groups of
paralle]l threads 28, 30 loosely together. The knit yarn
stitch bonding is accomplished utilizing a conventional
horizontal weft, and warp, insertion type knit-stitching
machine, such as produced by Liba or Mayer. Any type
of stitching or knitting arrangement may be provided,
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such as chain loops, tricot loops, or the like. In the
embodiment illustrated in the drawings, the knit yarn is
constructed from two distinct threads of yarn, 14 and
16. The thread 14 is identified by cross hatching and the
thread 16 is identified by the absence of cross hatching.
The thread 14 is formed into a series of loops 18. Simi-
larly, the thread 16 is formed into a series of loops 20. At
the juncture 22 of each loop 18 and thread 16, the thread
16 travels away from the loop at an acute angle to its
entering direction. Similarly, at the juncture 24 of each
loop 20 and the thread 14, the thread 14 travels away
from the loop at an acute angle to its entering direction.
Each thread is composed of one or more filaments, or
for some uses of spun yarn.

When viewed in the Y direction of FIG. 1, each
course 26 of the knit yarn 12 of FIG. 2 is comprised of
an alternating series of loops 18 and 20 which are
formed from the two threads of yarn 14 and 16. Each
course 26 includes a helical wrap of threads around the
weft thread 30 of that course. The helical wrap is com-
prised of the alternating series of loops 18 and 20 which
are disposed respectively to the right and left of the
weft threads 30 (FIG. 1a) and the individual portions of
the threads 14 and 16 which extend away from the loops
18 and 20 in planes above (FIG. 4) and below (FIG. 5)
the weft and warp threads 28 and 30. Similarly when
viewed from the X direction of FIG. 1a, the loops 18
and 20 alternate from course to course.

FIG. 3 illustrates the two groups of warp and weft
threads of synthetic yvarn 28 and 30 which are part of the
composite fabric illustrated in FIGS. 1a and 14. The
weft threads 28 are disposed on top of the warp threads
30, no interlacing or interweaving of the warp and weft
threads being provided. FIG. 4, which is a section of the
composite fabric 10 of FIG. 1 taken along the Y axis,
illustrates that the parts 32 and 34 of the threads 14 and
16 extend above the planes of the warp and weft threads
28 and 30 at locations displaced from the loops 18 and
20. FIG. 5, which is a section of the composite fabric 10
of F1G. 1 taken along the X axis, illustrates that parts 36
and 38 of the individual threads 14 and 16 extend below
the planes which contain the warp and weft threads 28
and 30.

The individual strands of yarn within the groups of
warp and weft threads 28 and 30 should not be heat
treated as is conventionally done to synthetic yarns to
impart tactile and physical properties like those found in
natural fibers. In this specification and appended claims
the term *“uncrimped synthetic thread” is used to iden-
tify only those yarns which have been made from syn-
thetic materials and which have not been crimped by
heat processing or the like to simulate properties of
natural fibers.

The use of uncrimped synthetic yarns provides pro-
duction of a composite fabric which has an extensibility
which is equal to or less than the two to four percent
extensibility of asphalt. Extensibility is the percentage
of elongation which either asphalt or the composite
fabric 10 will withstand in the X and Y directions of
FIG. 1a without suffering inelastic deformation. When
the groups of threads 28 and 30 are uncrimped synthetic
threads, the composite fabric 10 will have an elasticity
of about 2-4% or less. The knit yarn stitch bonding 12
does not contribute significantly to the aforesaid maxi-
mum permissible extensibility of the composite fabric 10
because of the inherent tendency of knits to stretch
appreciably.
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It is believed that when a cracked surface is repaired
by placing a layer of composite fabric on top of it and
then surfaced with asphalt, the cracks of the surface
being repaired are not reflected through the new layer
of asphalt in view of the fact that the extensibility of the
composite fabric prevents the inelastic deformation of
the asphalt which causes cracks to be reflected through
the asphalt.

In the preferred form of the invention, the denier of
the individual synthetic threads of the groups of threads
28 and 30 is greater than that of the knit yarn threads 14,
16, and may have a very wide range. Preferred syn-
thetic materials include polyester or polypropylene, but
the invention may be practiced with other known syn-
thetic materials. The denier of the groups of threads 28
and 30 determines the strength of the fabric, while
thread spacing, and/or nonwoven web 11 characteris-
tics, determine the filtration characteristics of the com-
posite fabric 10, 10, 10”.

The nonwoven web 11 in the FIGS. 7 and 8 embodi-
ment may comprise any suitable nonwoven material
having the desired filtration characteristics and the like
for the particular use to which the geotextile fabric is to
be put. Typical nonwoven fabrics suitable for this pur-
pose are disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,047,444; 3,928,696;
and 4,002,034, the disclosures of which are hereby in-
corporated by reference herein.

FIG. 9 illustrates a geotextile fabric 10” much like
that in FIGS. 7 and 8 only the web 11 is inserted be-
tween the transversely positioned warp and weft
threads 28, 30, so that a higher density fabric may be
provided.

Inclusion of the web 11 allows high elongations
(15-40%) without exceeding filtration norms or limits
in some cases. For instance in coastal erosion a thicker
web held in place by a heavy warp and weft thread
disposition (e.g. 6-8 threads per inch in each direction)
would hold sand and silt in place under rip-rap to allow
water movement while keeping the earth in place.

FIG. 6 illustrates a method of repairing a cracked
road surface 60 with the composite fabric 10, 10, 10" of
the present invention. The cracked road surface 60 is
sprayed with liquid asphalt binder and then is covered
with a section of geotextile fabric 10 in accordance with
the invention. A layer of asphalt pavement 62 is placed
on top of the fabric 10, and rolled. The resultant pave-
ment resists reflection of cracks from the original road
surface 60 up through the asphalt pavement 62 on ac-
count of the extensibility of the composite fabric 10,
being equal to or less than the extensibility of the asphalt
pavement.

The fabric according to the present invention may be
used to reinforce new asphalt surfaces when first con-
structed. One possible method of reinforcing new as-
phalt surfaces is to lay a layer of new asphalt, place the
composite fabric 10, 10’, 10” on top of the new layer of
asphalt, and place a second layer of asphalt on top of the
layer of composite fabric.

The fabric 10, 10’, 10" may also be used for fuel tanks,
pond linings, steep slopes, and other geotextile uses (as
that term is commonly understood in the art as de-
scribed previously), and for some uses the warp or weft
threads may be deleted.

While the present invention has been described in
terms of preferred embodiments, it should be apparent
to those persons skilled in the art that numerous modifi-
cations may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention. It is intended that all such
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modifications should fall within the scope of the ap- 2. The method of claim 1 wherein the extensibility of
; ’ the fabric is less than four percent.
pended claims. . ; -
What is claimed is: 3. The method of claim 1 wherein the extensibility of

hod f . p havi K the fabric is about 2-4% or less.
1. A method for repairing surfaces having cracks 5 4. A method for reinforcing asphalt surfaces compris-

contained therein comprising: ing:
(a) placing a layer of geotextile fabric on a cracked (2) laying a first layer of asphalt;
surface which is to be repaired, said geotextile (b) placing a layer of geotextile fabric on the first
having an extensibility no greater than the extensi- layer of asphalt, the geotextile having an extensibil-

10 ity no greater than the extensibility of the asphalt
used for making the surface; and
(c) saturating the fabric with a suitable asphalt binder;

bility of a layer of asphalt to be placed on top of the
layer of geotextile fabric; and
(b) saturating the layer of geotextile fabric with an

. and
asphalt binder; and (d) placing a second layer of asphalt on top of the
(c) placing a layer of asphait on top of said geotextile 5 geotextile fabric.

fabric. * ok ok ok %
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