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T-Mobile and Nokia have formed a new $3.5 billion partnership to speed up
deployment of a next-generation nationwide 5G wireless network.

Nokia, which Microsoft infamously acquired in 2014
(https://www.geekwire.com/2014/official-microsoft-smartphone-maker-7b-nokia-
aquisition-closes/) and then shed in 2016
(https://www.geekwire.com/2016/microsofts-350m-sale-feature-phone-business-
will-bring-nokia-brand-back-mobile-market/), has done extensive work to plan for 5G
in recent years as it re-establishes itself. As part of the deal Nokia will provide T-
Mobile with all of its 5G technology, software and services. Nokia will help build out
T-Mobile’s nationwide 5G network, as the self-proclaimed Un-Carrier competes with
other carriers to establish itself in what the company calls the “critical first years of
the 5G cycle.”

63¢ won't buy

much these days...

but for 63¢ a day you can help
rescue animals in distress.

“We are all in on 5G,” T-Mobile Chief Technology Officer Neville Ray said in a
statement. “Every dollar we spend is a 5G dollar, and our agreement with Nokia
underscores the kind of investment we're making to bring customers a mobile,
nationwide 5G network. And together with Sprint, we'll be able to do So. Much.

More.”
MAKE A MONTHLY GIFT

T-Mobile and Nokia pledge to develop, test and launch what they call the “next
generation of connectivity services” as part of the deal, covering areas like

enterprise, smart cities, utilities, transportation, health, manufacturing, retail, mpm
agriculture and government.

The landmark deal comes as T-Mobile is in the midst of combining with Sprint
(https://www.geekwire.com/2018/t-mobile-sprint-reach-deal-merge-creating-146b-
rival-att-verizon/), a move that would value the new company at approximately $146
billion. The deal would create a much stronger competitor to AT&T and Verizon, the
giants of the U.S. wireless industry.
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As T-Mobile and Sprint executives lobby for regulatory approval of the deal, 5G has

been a big part of the argument. T-Mobile says 5G promises faster speeds and
superior connectivity, longer battery life for sensors. It will, the company says,
enable on-demand virtual reality and augmented reality experiences and unleash
other technologies such as driverless vehicles, medical monitoring and advanced
industrial automation services.
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“Nearly every business in America will be able to use 5G to revolutionize how they cover? Let us know

create and deliver goods and services,” T-Mobile CEO John Legere told a Senate i X
subcommittee (https://www.geekwire.com/2018/t-mobile-sprint-sell-senate- | Send Us aTip (/tips/) |
subcommittee-merits-merger/) last month. “To make this happen and deliver on the

full promise of 5G, we need to combine Sprint and T-Mobile now.”
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T-Mobile isn't the only major carrier in the race for 5G. Verizon plans to launch 5G in
Houston (https://www.verizon.com/about/news/houston-we-are-go-5g-launch- Governance.
edition) later this year, joining Sacramento and Los Angeles as some of the first cities
for its next-generation network. AT&T said on its most recent earnings call that it
planned to launch 5G in some parts of 12 markets
(https://www.lightreading.com/mobile/5g/atandt-expects-mobile-5g-in-parts-of-12-
markets-by-years-end/d/d-id/744895) by the end of the year.

Nat Levy is a journalist with experience
covering a variety of technology topics,
including Microsoft, Amazon, tech startups,
(https://www.geekwire.com/author/natlevy/) and the intersection of technology with real
estate, courts and government. Follow him on
Twitter at @natjlevy
(https://twitter.com/natjlevy).
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