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GLOSSARY OF LOTTERY TERMS

Glossary of Lottery Terms

Agent: A retail outlet for lottery tickets.

Annuity: A prize paid out in installments, typically over 20 or 25 years.

Box bet: A numbers game wager where the player selects numbers without regard to the order in which they are drawn.
For example, if the numbers "1,2,3" are drawn, the combinations "1,2,3","1,3,2","2,1,3","2,3,1", "3,1,2", and "3,2,1" all win
under a box bet.

Cash lotto: A lotto game awarded as a lump-sum cash payment. Cash lotto games typically have a smaller top prize than
large jackpot games, more favorable odds of winning that top prize, and require players to select fewer numbers out of a
smaller field.

Cash option: A large jackpot that the winner elects to receive as a lump sum cash payment rather than an annuity.

Commission: The fee paid to retail outlets for selling lottery tickets. Commissions in North America typically range
between 5 percent and 7 percent of the price of the ticket.

Daily game: This can refer to any game where winners are determined once a day, but usually refers to a numbers game
such as the "Daily 3" or "Daily 4" games played in many states.

4-Digit game: A numbers game played with four digits between 0 and 9. Numbers may be repeated.

Scratch-Offs: A lottery ticket that requires the player to remove a latex coating to determine if the ticket is a winner. Also
called "scratch-off game" or "scratcher."

Jackpot: The top prize for a lotto game. Jackpots are usually parimutuel. If not won in the next drawing, they "roll" to the
next drawing and increase in size.

Lotto: A game where players select a group of numbers from a large set and are awarded prizes based on how many
match a second set chosen by a random drawing. In a typical lotto game, a player might be asked to select six numbers
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from a set of 49. At a predetermined time six numbers are randomly selected by the lottery. The player wins a major prize
if all six of their numbers match those chosen in the random drawing. The player wins smaller prizes for matching three,
four, or five of the drawn numbers. Examples of lotto games include Powerball® and Mega Millions®. , each played in a
number of U.S. jurisdictions. Some form of lotto is played in every North American lottery jurisdiction.

Numbers game: This term can be used for any lottery game where winners are determined by a random selection of
numbers. However, it is often used more specifically for a game where a player selects three or four digits (0 to 9) and
matches them with a similar set selected at random by the lottery. The player can select several different types of wagers
with payoffs varying accordingly. For example, players making a "straight” bet will win $500 on a $1 bet if their three digits
match the three digits selected by the lottery in the same order.

Off-line game: A game that does not require the use of a computer terminal for purchase. Instant and passive games are
examples of off-line games.

Online game: A game where tickets are purchased through a network of computer terminals located at retail outlets. The
terminals are linked to a central computer that records the wagers.

Passive game: A |ottery game similar to a raffle where a player buys a ticket with preprinted numbers. The lottery later
randomly draws numbers that are compared to the players' tickets to determine the outcomes.

Quick pick: A method for playing numbers or online games where players choose to have a computer randomly select
their numbers rather than picking the numbers themselves.

Rollover: An event that occurs when an online game jackpot is not won. The jackpot thus "rolls over” to the next drawing,
resulting in a higher jackpot for that drawing.

Scratch-off game: See "Scratch-off game”
Straight bet: A form of betting on a numbers game where the player attempts to match both the numbers drawn and the
order in which they are selected. For example, if the numbers "1,2,3" are selected in a three-digit game, a ticket bearing

"1,2,3" will win but a ticket bearing "2,1,3" will not. (See "box bet.")

Terminal: A computerized device located at a lottery retailer that is used to sell online games and to validate winning
tickets of online and Scratch-off games. Terminals are connected to a lottery's central computers by phone line.

3-digit game: A numbers game in which three digits between 0 and 9 are selected. Numbers may be repeated.
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Games (/Games)

All Games (/Games)

Powerball® (/Games/Powerball)

Mega Millions® (/Games/MegaMillions)

Palmetto Cash 5 (/Games/PalmettoCash5)

Pick 4 Plus FIREBALL (/Games/Pick4)

Pick 3 Plus FIREBALL (/Games/Pick3)

CASH POP (/Games/CashPOP)

Scratch-Offs (/Games/InstantGames)

Claim A Prize (/Games/HowToPlay#Claim)

Game Promotions (https://playersclub.sceducationlottery.com/promotions)
Players' Club Rewards (https://playersclub.sceducationlottery.com/)
Redeem Rewards Coins (https:/playersclub.sceducationlottery.com/drawings)

Prizes Remaining (/Games/PrizesRemaining)

Games Continued (/Games)

Claim Form (.pdf) (/Documents/ClaimForm.pdf)

Claims Center (/Games/HowtoPlay#Claim)

Drawing Days & Times (/Games/HowtoPlay#WinningNumbers)
Draw Partners (/Games/HowtoPlay#DrawPartners)

Complaint Procedures (.pdf) (/documents/ComplaintProcedures.pdf)

Instant Ticket Security Documentary Video (YouTube) (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GeZ13zVIOTE)
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Behind the Draw Video (YouTube) (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLI3cIFji0Y)

Winners and News (/News)

»

»

Winner News (/News)
Events & Promotions (/Lottery/Calendar)

Better U (/BetterU)

Better U Home (/BetterU)

Play Responsibly SC (/PlayResponsibly)

Education Wins (/EducationWins)

Appropriation of Funds (https://admin.sc.gov/services/budget/informing-public)
Distribution by County (/EducationWins/County)

Education FAQ (/FAQ/Education)

Financial Highlights (/EducationWins/FinancialHighlights)

Share Your Story (/Lottery/Contact)

Beneficiary Brochure (.pdf) (/documents/educationwins/BeneficiaryBrochure.pdf)
Scholarship Information (/EducationWins/ScholarshipIinformation)

South Carolina Technical Colleges Documentary (YouTube) (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
list=PLgolHGe3hlJcEUfzHG20qtdcImHALNQt3&v=V2610QdV3BY)

Retailers (/Retailers)

Retailer Newsletter (/Retailers/RetailerNewsletter)

Scratch-Off Dates (/Retailers/Dates)

Retailer FAQ (/Retailers/FAQ)

Retailer Application (/Retailers/Application)

Request a Promotion (/Lottery/Contact)

Security Questions (.pdf) (/documents/retailers/SecurityBrochure.pdf)
Selling Tips (.pdf) (/documents/retailers/SellingTips.pdf)

Ticket Orders (/Retailers/TicketOrders)

Claimed Winning Tickets (/Games/WinnersReport)

About the Lottery (/Lottery)

Contact Us (/Lottery/Contact)

Board of Commissioners (/Lottery/Commission)
Management (/Lottery/Management)

Lottery Act (.pdf) (/documents/LotteryAct.pdf)

2024 Act 106 - Lottery Prize Winner Information FOIA Exemption (.pdf) (/documents/lottery/2024ActNo106.pdf)

Advertising Guidelines (.pdf) (/documents/Iottery/AdvertisingGuidelines.pdf)
Reports (/Lottery/Reports)

Procurement (/Lottery/Procurement)

Lottery News (/News)

Employment (/Lottery/Employment)

Freedom of Information Act Request (/Lottery/Contact)

Studio-On-Main (/StudioOnMain)

Play Responsibly SC (/PlayResponsibly)
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# Download on the GETITON
. App o3 (e]g=M (https:/apps.apple.com/us/app/sc-lottery-app/id1467012089) ‘» GOOgIE Play

(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.sgi.scellottery&hl=en)

(https://www.ncpgambling.org/)

Terms & Conditions / Privacy Policy (/Lottery/TermsAndConditions)

Social Media Policy (.pdf) (/documents/SocialMediaPolicy.pdf)

Play Responsibly (/PlayResponsibly)

Claim Form (.pdf) (/Documents/ClaimForm.pdf)

Employment (/Lottery/Employment)

Ticket Holder Complaint Procedures (.pdf) (/Documents/ComplaintProcedures.pdf)
Scratch-0ff Game Closing Procedure (.pdf) (/Documents/EOGProcedures.pdf)
Report Waste or Abuse to SC Inspector General (/Lottery/InspectorGeneral)
Contact (/Lottery/Contact)

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of all information contained on this site. This site, however, is not the final authority on games, winning numbers, or other
information. All winning tickets must be validated by the South Carolina Education Lottery before prizes will be paid. You must be 18 years of age or older to play the
games of the South Carolina Education Lottery. Our site is constantly updated with new information. Please check back often.

© Copyright 2025, South Carolina Education Lottery. All rights reserved.
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