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reticulate o adjective

re-ticu-late ( ri-'ti-kye-lot=) ) - lat
1 :resembling a net or network

especially : having veins, fibers, or lines crossing
a reticulate leaf

2 :Dbeingorinvolving evolutionary change dependent on genetic recombination
involving diverse interbreeding populations

reticulately adverh

reticulate o2 verb

re-ticcu-late ( ri-"ti-kya- [at =)

reticulated; reticulating
transitive verb

: to divide, mark, or construct so as to form a network
municipalities that reticulate electricity to consumers

intransitive verb

: to become reticulated
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* ¢ Did you know?

Though "reticulate" is used in many contexts, it finds particular use in the field of
biology. "Reticulate" comes from the Latin word reticulum, meaning "small net." It
first appeared in English in the mid-1600s and was used in connection with the
study of plants even back then. Scientists use "reticulate" to describe a net-like
formation of veins, fibers, or lines that crosses something. For example, a leaf with a
pattern of veins that resembles a net would be called a "reticulate leaf."

» Examples of reticulate in a Sentence

Recent Examples on the Web

Adjective

' Thelma, a reticulate python, gave birth through parthenogenesis in 2014, the first time
this behavior had been documented in its species.

- Conor Murray, Forbes, 14 Feb. 2024
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These examples are programmatically compiled from various online sources to illustrate current
usage of the word 'reticulate." Any opinions expressed in the examples do not represent those of

Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback about these examples.

* Word History

Etymology

Adjective
Latin reticulatus, from reticulum

Verb
back-formation from reticulated, adjective, reticulate

First Known Use

Adjective
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Get Word of the Day delivered to your inbox!

* Dictionary Entries Near reticulate

reticular theory
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“Reticulate.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.me
rriam-webster.com/dictionary/reticulate. Accessed 8 Aug. 2024.
(&)Copy Citation

» Share
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Facebook Twitter

* Kids Definition

reticulate adjective

re-ticu-late ri-'tik-yo-lot

:resembling a net
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Love words? Need even more definitions?

Subscribe to America's largest dictionary and get thousands more definitions and
advanced search—ad free!
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