
E-mail

City: Denver, CO

Teaching & Professional Interests

Classification and Subject Analysis

Descriptive Cataloguing / AACR

Research Interests

Administration and Management

Copyright / Intellectual Property

Descriptive Cataloguing / AACR

Funding

Law Libraries

LIS Education and Programs

Organization of Information

Serving Multicultural Populations

Dr. Sylvia Hall-Ellis

Lecturer

Dr. Sylvia D. Hall-Ellis works as a consultant and expert witness for patent attorneys. Her work
focuses on authenticity and public availability of prior art for filings before the United States
Patent Office Board and federal district courts.

She retired from the University of Denver in 2014 after serving as the Senior Grants Administrator
for the Morgridge College of Education. Working with the Dean and Department Chairs, she
facilitated and coordinated faculty requests for sponsored research and support for students. The
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first tenured faculty member in the Library and Information Science Program in the Morgridge
College of Education, Dr. Hall-Elllis made critical contributions to the initial accreditation of the
program by the American Library Association and served as director of the IMLS-funded law
librarianship initiative.

Dr. Hall-Ellis' research focuses on competencies for cataloging and metadata professionals. Her
early research serves as the foundation for the ALCTS/CORE competency statements. She has
unique expertise in the areas of database building and maintenance, bibliographic cataloging,
information systems, copyright, competencyh-based education, research, and grant writing. She
has more than 50 years of experience working in libraries as an administrator, development
officer, and project manager.

A member of a variety of professional organizations, she is listed in several editions of regional
and national bibliographic volumes. She has published numerous technical reports, articles, and
monographs and has conducted major field-based research studies.

Courses Taught

INFO 248 – Beginning Cataloging and Classification

INFO 249 – Advanced Cataloging and Organization of Information

INFO 287 – Seminar in Information Science [RDA (1 unit)]

INFO 287 – Seminar in Information Science [Subject Analysis (1 unit)]

INFO 287 – Seminar in Information Science [Classification Schemes (1 unit)]

INFO 287 – Seminar in Information Science [Serials (1 unit)]

Education

Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1985

M.P.S., University of Denver, Denver, Colorado, 2014

M.L.S., University of North Texas, Denton, Texas, 1972

B.A., Rockford College, Rockford, Illinois, 1971

Academic & Professional Experience

Consultant, 1981-

Senior Grant Administrator, Morgridge College of Education, University of Denver, 2010-2014

Interim Director, Westminster Law Library, Sturm College of Law, University of Denver, 2011-2012

Associate Professor, Library & Information Science, Morgridge College of Education, University of
Denver, 2007-2014
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Assistant Professor, Library & Information Science, College of Education, University of Denver,
2002-2007

Affiliate Faculty, Library & Information Science, College of Education, University of Denver, 2000-
2002

Special Assistant to the Secretary’s Regional Representative, U.S. Department of Education,
Region VIII, Denver, Colorado, 2000-2001

Catalog Librarian, Jefferson County Public Library, Lakewood (CO), 1999-2000

Development Officer, McREL, Aurora (CO), 1997-1999

Education Specialist, Education Service Center, Region 1, Edinburg (TX), 1995-1997

Assistant Professor of Library Science, Sam Houston State University, 1993-1996

Head Librarian, Rocky Mountain College of Art & Design, 1992-1993

Development Officer, PRLC, Inc., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1981-1985

Director of Library Development, Pennsylvania Department of Education, 1981

Assistant Director, Southern Tier Library System, Corning, New York, 1978-1981

Division Librarian for Technical Services, Corpus Christi Public Libraries, 1976-1978

System Coordinator, San Antonio Major Resource Center, 1975-1976

Bilingual Branch Librarian, San Antonio Public Library, 1973-1975

Librarian, Holding Institute, Laredo, Texas, 1972-1973

Paraprofessional, Rockford Public Library, 1966-1971

Selected Publications

Monographs

RDA Testing: Lessons Learned and Challenges Revealed. (2012). Sylvia D. Hall-Ellis and Robert
O. Ellett, Jr., eds. Binghamton, N.Y.: Haworth.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D., Stacey L. Bowers, Christopher D. Hudson, and M. Claire Williamson.
Librarian’s Handbook for Seeking, Writing, and Managing Grants. (2011). Santa Barbara, Calif.:
Libraries Unlimited.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D., with Ann Jerabek, and Merrie W. Valliant. Contemporary Cataloging: A
Handbook for Practitioners and Students. (2011). Athens, GA: University of Georgia System
Regents.
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Grealy, Deborah S. and Sylvia D. Hall-Ellis. (2009). From Research to Practice: The Scholarship of
Teaching and Learning in LIS Education. Westport,Conn.: Libraries Unlimited.

Editor-reviewed Chapters

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2015). “Grant Writing and Sponsored Research Funding for Academic
Librarians.” In The New Librarianship. Vol. 4. Bradford Lee Eden, ed. New York: Scarecrow Press.
(pp. 163-174)

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2015). “Organizing Information: Technical Services.” In Information Services
Today: An Introduction. Sandra Hirsch, ed. Lantham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield. (pp. 139-148)

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2015). “Metadata, MARC, and More.” In Rethinking Technical Services,
Considering Our Profession and Ourselves: What’s the Future of Our Profession? Mary Beth
Weber, ed. Lantham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield. (pp. 29-55)

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D., ed. (2011). “Contingent Faculty: Non-Tenure Track Faculty Series.” In the
Faculty Personnel Guidelines Relating to Appointment, Promotion, and Tenure. November 2011.
Denver, Colo.: University of Denver.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D., ed. (2011). “Standard VII: Information Resources.” In the Sturm College of
Law Self-Study Presentation for Accreditation by the American Bar Association. Denver, Colo.:
University of Denver, Sturm College of Law.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2011). “Applying for Grants from Foundations, Corporations, or Government.”
In The Volunteers’ Guide to Fundraising: Raise Money for Your School Team, Library or

Community Group. 1st ed. Ilona M. Bray, ed. Berkeley, Calif.: Nolo. (pp. 1-38 on accompanying
disc) 

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D., ed. (2010). “Standard III: The Faculty.” In the Library and Information Science
Program Self-Study Document for Accreditation by the American Library Association. Denver,
Colo.: University of Denver, Morgridge College of Education. 

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2010). “Library and Information Science Programs and Education for
Catalogers and Metadata Specialists: Challenges for the Twenty-first Century.” In Conversations
with Catalogers in the Twenty-First Century. Elaine R. Sanchez, ed. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-
Clio. (pp. 226-254)

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2016, April). “Stackable Micro-credentials – A Framework for the Future.” The
Bottom Line 29, no. 4, http://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/pdfplus/10.1108/BL-02-2016-0006

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2015, September). “Succession Planning and Staff Development – A Winning
Combination.” The Informed Librarian
Online, http://www.informedlibrarian.com/featuredArticle.cfm?FILE=succession_1509.pdf
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Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2015, July). “Nudges and Decision Making: A Winning Combination.” The
Bottom Line 28, no. 4, 133-136.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2015, June). “Metadata Competencies for Entry-Level Positions: What
Employers Expect as Reflected in Position Descriptions, 2000-2013.” Journal of Library Metadata
15, no. 2, 102-134.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2015, May). “Succession Planning and Staff Development – A Winning
Combination.” The Bottom Line 28, no. 3, 95-98.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2014, October). “Onboarding to Improve Library Retention and Productivity.”
The Bottom Line 27, no. 4.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2014, July). “Accept, Coach, and Inspire: A Formula for Success.” The
Bottom Line 27, no. 3, 103-106.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (April 2014). “Reward Systems Promote High-Performance Work Teams
Achieving Library Mission.” The Bottom Line 27, no. 2, 66-69.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2014, January). “Investment in Staff Development for Seeking External Grant
Funds.” The Bottom Line 27, no. 1, 22-25.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2013, October). “Staff Investments for High Performance Teams.” The
Bottom Line 26, no. 4, 149-152.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. and Deborah S. Grealy. (2012, March). “Service Learning in LIS Education: A
Case for Holistic Assessment.” Catholic Library World, 82, no. 3: 178-187.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D., and Deborah S. Grealy. (2012, June). “The Dreyfus Model of Skill Acquisition:
A Career Development Framework for Succession Planning and Management in Academic
Libraries.” College and Research Libraries, http://crl.acrl.org/content/early/2012/06/19/crl12-
349.full.pdf+html 

Other Publications

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D., ed. (2017). Library and Information Science Program Self-Study Document
for Accreditation by the American Library Association. St. Paul, MN: St. Catherine University.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2015). Colorado Community College System Grant Handbook. Denver, CO:
Colorado Community College System. .

Faculty Voices: Testimonials from the Frontiers of a Development Education Redesign. (2014).
Elaine DeLott Baker, Marilyn Smith, and Sylvia D. Hall-Ellis, eds. Denver, CO: Colorado
Community College System.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. (2014). Reward Systems for Staff in Higher Education Institutions: Case
Studies of 15 Higher Education Institutions in Colorado. Capstone Thesis. Denver, Colo.:
University of Denver, University College.
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Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D., and Robert O. Ellett, Jr., guest editors. (2011, November). RDA Testing:
Lessons Learned and Challenges Revealed: A Special Issue of Cataloging & Classification
Quarterly 49, no. 7-8.

Hall-Ellis, Sylvia D. and Robert O. Ellett, Jr. (2009). Fundamentals of Cataloging I: an Online
ALCTS Course. Chicago, Ill.: American Library Association. 
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