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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE  

    
  

  

BEFORE THE PATENT TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD  

  

    
  

Next Step Group, Inc.  

Petitioner  

  

v.  

  

Deckers Outdoor Corporation  

Patent Owner  

  

  

Design Patent No. D927,161  

Case No. 2024-00525  

  

  
 

PETITIONER’S POWER OF ATTORNEY AND DESIGNATION OF 

ADDITIONAL BACKUP COUNSEL 

  

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 42.10(b), Petitioner Next Step Group, Inc. 

hereby appoints the following additional backup counsel as an attorney to 

transact business in the United States Patent & Trademark Office associated 

with the inter partes review of the above-captioned patent: 
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Additional Back-Up 

Counsel  

Donald Rhoads (Reg. No. 34,705)  

RHOADS LEGAL GROUP PC 

100 Park Avenue, Suite 1600  

New York, New York 10017  

(917) 297-9852 (phone)  

DRhoads@RhoadsLegal.com 

  

  

By: ___________________  

For Next Step Group Inc.  

Name: _Selim Dushey_______ 

Title: VP______________ 

Date: 7/23/2024____ 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

The undersigned certifies that on July 24, 2024, a copy of the foregoing 

PETITIONER’S POWER OF ATTORNEY AND DESIGNATION OF 

ADDITIONAL BACKUP COUNSEL was served in its entirety upon the following 

parties via electronic mail: 

 

 

Date: July 24, 2024               Respectfully submitted, 

By:  /Morris E. Cohen/ 

Morris E. Cohen 

Lead Counsel 

 

Name Role Reg. No. E-mail 

Tracy-Gene G. 

Durkin 

Lead Counsel 32,831 tdurkin- 

PTAB@sternekessler.com 

Jennifer Meyer 

Chagnon 

Back-up 

Counsel 

55,440 jchagnon- 

PTAB@sternekessler.com 

Justin R. Gaudio Back-up 

Counsel 

60,178 jgaudio@gbc.law 

Christopher S. 

Hermanson 

Back-up 

Counsel 

48,244 chermanson@gbc.law 
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