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probe

pri-vate /praivit/ adj. 1 secret, keeping per-
sonal matters exclusively to oneself: Her sex
life is private; no one else has the right to know
about it. 2 away from other people and their
observation: She had a private room at the
hospital. 3 owned by a person or business
rather than a government: The land is private
property and no one is allowed to trespass on
it. -adv. privately.

—n. a soldier of the lowest rank in the army:
He was a private for six months, and then was
promoted to corporal.

private adj. 1 confidential, personal. Ants.
shared | public. 2 personal | isolated. Ants.
public, communal. 3 restricted, privately-

owned. Ant. public.

private enterprise n.frml. business owned
and conducted with private money, not by gov-
emnmental agencies: The automobile compa-
nies are examples of American private
enterprise.
private investigator n. a detective: The film
star hired a private investigator to find out
who was following her.
private parts n.pl. the sex organs, genitals
private school n. a school run by a private
group, not by the government: The Catholic
church runs private schools throughout the
USA. See: coed, USAGE NOTE.
priva-tion /prar'verfon/ n. [U] lack of the
basic necessities of life, such as food, clothing,
and shelter: The homeless woman is suffering
from privation.
pri-vatize /prarvataiz/ v. [T] -ized, -izing,
-izes to sell a business or service owned by
the government to private owners: England
has privatized industries by selling them
to private owners. -n. [U] privatization
/praivota'ze1fan/.
priv-i-lege /'privalids, 'priviids/ n. 1 a special
right or benefit granted to a person: As a top
manager, she has the special privileges of a big
office and a private bathroom. 2 rights held by
some but not all, because of their wealth and
status in society: For centuries the nobility led
lives of privilege, free from having to work.
3 something enjoyable that you are honored to
have the chance to do: It is a great privilege to
accept this award.
priv-i-leged /privalidd, 'priviidgd/ adj. 1 pri-
vate, secret between individuals: Discussions
between a lawyer and client are privileged
communications. 2 having special rights or
benefits: Only the privileged few could afford
to send their children to private schools.
priv-y /'privi/ n.infrml. -ies an outdoor toilet,
(syn.) an outhouse: Old farmhouses had privies
behind them.
—adj.frml. allowed to know s.t. secret: I am
not privy to what the President thinks.

prix fixe /'pri'fiks/ n. (French for) a fixed price
for a restaurant meal with two or three courses:
The prix fixe of $35 included an appetizer, a
main dish, and dessert.

prize /praiz/ v. [T] prized, prizing, prizes to
appreciate s.t. greatly, cherish: He prizes his
new car above all his other possessions.

—n. an award presented in recognition of win-
ning a contest or lottery: She won first prize of
a college scholarship in a writing contest.
—adj. outstanding, champion: His prize roses
bloom in June.

prize v. to value, treasure.
—n. an honor, trophy.

prize-fight-er /'praizfaitor/ n. a professional
boxer who fights for money: Prizefighters can
become millionaires if they win often. -n. [U]
prizefighting.

pro (1) /prou/ n.adj.infrml. short for profes-
sional

pro (2) prefix & adj. for, in favor of: The sena-
tor is pro-choice on the issue of abortion.
prob-a-bil-i-ty /;prabo'bilati/ n. -ties the likeli-
hood, chance that s.t. will or did happen: The
probability that it will rain today is high.

prob-a-ble /prababal/ adj. 1 likely to happen,
having a good chance of occurring: It is prob-
able that it will snow tomorrow. 2 reasonable
to believe: The probable cause of that accident
was that the driver was drunk.

probable 1 likely, feasible, expected
2 likely, apparent.

prob-a-bly /prabobli/ adv. likely, believably:
He was probably drunk and that caused him to
drive off the road.

probably in all likelihood, presumably.

pro-bate /'proubeit/ n. [U] a legal procedure
that proves the validity of a will: When some-
one dies, their will can go through probate.
—v. [T] -bated, -bating, -bates to go through
pro-bate: The old woman’s will was probated
in probate court.
pro-ba-tion /prou'berfon/ n. [U] 1 a period of
time in which a lawbreaker is allowed to go
free under supervision: The judge did not jail
the young man, but put him on probation for a
year. 2 a period of testing the ability of a new
employee or seeing if a student improves: That
company puts all new employees on a three-
month probation.
probe /proub/ n. 1 an instrument used to ex-
plore inside s.t.: A doctor used a probe to re-
move metal fragments from a wound. 2 a
space vehicle, special aircraft, or submarine:
Our space agency sent out a probe with cam-
eras to explore the planet Mars. 3 an inquiry,





