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POPULATING GEOSPATIAL DATABASE FOR
ONBOARD INTELLIGENT VEHICLE
APPLICATIONS

CLAIM OF PRIORITY AND INCORPORATION
BY REFERENCE

The present application is based on and claims the benefit
of U.S. provisional patent application Ser. No. 60/306,248,
filed Jul. 18, 2001, entitled POPULATING GEOSPATIAL
ROAD DATABASE, the content of which is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety.

The present application also claims priority of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 10/091,182, filed Mar. 5, 2002, entitled
REAL TIME HIGH ACCURACY GEOSPATIAL DATA-
BASE FOR ONBOARD INTELLIGENT VEHICLE APPLI-
CATIONS, the content of which is hereby incorporated by
reference in its entirety.

The present application also claims priority of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 09/618,613, filed Jul. 18, 2000, entitled
MOBILITY ASSIST DEVICE, the content of which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

The present application also claims priority of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 09/968,724, filed Oct. 1, 2001, entitled
VIRTUAL MIRROR, the content of which is hereby incor-
porated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a driver assist system.
More specifically, the present invention relates to populating
a real time accessible geospatial database that can be used
with driver assist subsystems.

Geographic information systems (GIS) are systems that are
used to store and manipulate geographic data. GIS is prima-
rily used for collection, analysis, and presentation of infor-
mation describing the physical and logical properties of the
geographic world. A system referred to as GIS-T is a subset of
GIS that focuses primarily on the transportation aspects of the
geographic world. There have been many products developed
that provide drivers with route and navigation information.
Some automobile manufacturers provide onboard navigation
systems.

However, these systems are based on conventionally
designed and commonly used digital maps that are navigat-
able road network databases, covering various geographic
regions. Such maps are designed for turn-by-turn, and door-
by-door route guidance which can be used in conjunction
with a global positioning system (GPS) unit and a display for
providing route assistance to a driver.

Such conventionally designed digital maps usually refer to
digital road networks that are typically set up to do routing,
geocoding, and addressing. In a road network, every intersec-
tion in a map is a node and the links are the roads connecting
the nodes. There are also intermediate nodes that define link
(road) geometry. These systems tend to employ a linear ref-
erencing system—that is, the location of nodes are defined
relative to other nodes, and intermediate attributes are defined
relative to a distance from a node (e.g., the speed limit sign is
5 miles along this specified road/link starting from this speci-
fied intersection/node).

Some existing maps have been adapted to assist onboard
“intelligent” vehicle systems. For example, an autonomous
van with computer controlled steering, throttle, brakes and
direction indicators has been developed. The lateral guidance
for the van was aided by knowledge of road curvatures stored
in a digital road map database. Cameras were positioned to
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look at various angles away from the van. The road geometry
was used to determine which camera would have the best
view of the road for driving.

Another autonomous vehicle control was augmented with
a digital map as well. In that instance, video cameras, ultra-
sonic sensors and a three-dimensional scanning laser range
finder were used along with a differential GPS system to
control and navigate an autonomous vehicle. A three-dimen-
sional map was used to compensate for the inaccuracies of the
DGPS system.

Similarly, digital road map databases have been used to
help in collision avoidance. The map databases were used to
detect when the vehicle was approaching an intersection and
to provide the angles of adjoining roadways to aim radar.

Similarly, a digital railway map has been used in the field of
positive train control. The map was similar to a road network
database and was used to calculate braking distances and
make enforcement decisions for automatic brake control of a
train.

All of the above-described systems discuss the use of con-
ventionally designed digital road maps to augment the work-
ings of onboard vehicle systems. However, they are limited to
the simple road network information in conventional digital
maps, augmented with a small amount of additional informa-
tion.

Existing digital road network databases, although becom-
ing more prevalent, simply do not have adequate resolution,
accuracy or access times for intelligent vehicle applications
whether developed for real time driver assistant technologies
or for autonomous vehicle control systems. For example, in
European and Japanese urban areas, map scales for route
guidance and map matching may need to be 1:10,000, while
in rural areas, the map scales may only need to be 1:50,000.
The urban areas require a higher resolution since the infra-
structure density is greater.

However, the map scale needed for a real time driver assist
system approaches 1:1—that is, what is in the database must
substantially exactly correspond to what is in the real world.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to populating a geospatial
road database which addresses the above problems.

The present invention is an apparatus and a method for
populating a geospatial road database. The embodiment com-
prises populating a geospatial database configured to store
data elements indicative of objects and a location of the
objects in three-dimensional space. The database is populated
so a database manager component can maintain the data
elements in the geospatial database and receive database que-
ries from a driver assist subsystem configured to assist a
driver of the host vehicle.

In one embodiment, a database developer component is
configured to develop the data elements in the geospatial
database and receive database inputs from a lane level digi-
tizer subsystem configured to receive inputs from a plurality
of sensors mounted on the host vehicle. The plurality of
sensors may include one of a variety of inputs, such as a
Digital Global Positioning System, a digital camera, and a
scanning range sensor. The present invention can be imple-
mented as a method of performing the steps performed by the
apparatus.

These and various other features as well as advantages
which characterize the present invention will be apparent
upon reading the following detailed description and review of
the associated drawings.
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3
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s a block diagram of a geospatial database manage-
ment system in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates how some data types are modeled in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates one model for representing objects in the
database in accordance with one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating the operation of the
system shown in FIG. 1 in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates the intersection of a query polygon with
tiles in a database in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates searching identified tiles for specified and
intersecting objects in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates a host vehicle having a DGPS antenna
mounted directly on a paint spray head in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates a host vehicle having multiple spray
heads with a single DGPS unit in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a host vehicle digitizing lane markings in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a top view of a host vehicle digitizing “road
furniture” and road geometry using scanning range sensors
on a moving vehicle in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 11 illustrates the horizontal scan results from FIG. 10
in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 illustrates the vertical scan results from FIG. 10 in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a system for populating a
geospatial road database in accordance with one embodiment
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention relates to a system and method for
populating a geospatial database. Before describing the sys-
tem in detail, one exemplary geospatial database and some of
its exemplary uses will be described for the sake of clarity.

FIG. 11s a block diagram of a geospatial database manage-
ment system 10 to be used on a host vehicle 12 with one or
more onboard intelligent subsystems 14 (such as driver assist
subsystems e.g: Collision avoidance and warning subsystem,
lane keeping assist subsystem, platooning assist subsystems,
vision enhancement or augmentation.) Subsystems 14 illus-
tratively assist the driver of vehicle 12 in a variety of different
ways. By way of example, subsystems 14 may provide an
operator interface which conveys information to the operator
indicative of the position of vehicle 12 within a lane of traffic,
and also indicate to the driver information about objects
around the vehicle.

In order to convey that information to the user, subsystems
14 provide a query 16 to database management system 10 and
receive query results 18. The query results can indicate the
location and attributes of a wide variety of objects relative to
vehicle 12.

While the present invention does not depend on the par-
ticular type of subsystem 14 being used, a number of those
subsystems will now be described in a bit greater detail to
enhance understanding of the present invention. In one
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embodiment, subsystems 14 include a head-up display and
radar filter that work together to create a virtual representation
of the views out the windshield that allow the operator to
safely maneuver the vehicle in impaired or low visibility
conditions. Subsystems 14 can also include a virtual mirror or
other vision assist system that creates a virtual representation
of views looking in different directions from vehicle 12.
Subsystems 14 also illustratively include a virtual rumble
strip that provides a haptic feedback through the steering
wheel, brake pedals, the seat, etc. to give the operator a sense
of the vehicle position within a current lane.

The road information used by each of these subsystems is
illustratively maintained in a geospatial database 20 by a
database manager 22. The information is retrieved from
geospatial database 20, through database manager 22, by
query processor 24.

Some specific examples of subsystems 14 will now be
discussed for the sake of clarity only. The head-up display is
described in greater detail in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
09/618,613. Briefly, however, the head up display provides a
vehicle operator with a virtual roadway view when the view
of'the real road is impaired or blocked. This system works by
creating a computer-generated image of the current lane
boundaries as seen through the windshield from the driver’s
eye perspective. In one embodiment, the operator looks
through a combiner, which is a spherical semi-reflective
semi-transmissive piece of optical ground and coated glass or
optical grade plastic, that combines the computer-generated
image and the actual view out the windshield. The head-up
display subsystem is calibrated so that the virtual roadway
overlays the real roadway.

The radar filtering subsystem is also described in greater
detail in the above-identified patent application. Briefly, how-
ever, the subsystem works in conjunction with the head-up
display. Radar is mounted on vehicle 12 to detect objects in a
vicinity of vehicle 12. When the radar detects an object, it
passes the location of the object to the head-up display which
then draws an icon to represent that object in the correct
location and size to overlay the object. Due to the size of the
field of view of the radar system, the radar may detect signs,
trees and other objects that are either off the road surface or
pose no threat of collision. To reduce the number of detected
objects to display, known objects that do not pose a threat are
filtered and not displayed to the driver. The objects that are
filtered out are usually off the road, beyond the road shoulder,
in a traffic island, or in a median. Filtering is performed by
comparing the location of detected objects to the road geom-
etry in the same region. If the filter determines that the
detected objected is on the roadway or shoulder, then the
head-up display displays an icon to represent the detected
object. Objects on the shoulder are presented within the head-
up display since they may present an abandoned vehicle or
other potential obstacle to the driver.

The virtual rumble strip generates haptic feedback that
provides a “feel” of the road to the driver by imposing, for
example, a reactive torque as a function of positional change
relative to the road geometry. Thus, for example, the lane
boundary can be made to feel like a virtual wall or hump,
which the driver must overcome in order to change lanes. This
subsystem can simulate the action of a real rumble strip. As
the vehicle moves toward either lane boundary, to the left or
the right of the vehicle, the steering wheel can oscillate as if
the vehicle is driving over a real rumble strip. The process
controlling a servo motor (that imparts the oscillation and is
attached to the steering wheel shaft) first determines the lat-
eral offset between the vehicle’s position and the center of the
current lane. Once the lateral offset crosses a preset limit, the
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motor oscillates the steering wheel. Of course, unlike a physi-
cal rumble strip, the virtual rumble strip can change the
amount of “rumble” as the vehicle moves. Thus, as the opera-
tor drifts further from the center line, the virtual rumble strip
may increase oscillation giving the operator a sense of which
direction to steer back to the center of the lane.

The objects or data types that are used within geospatial
database 20 are modeled on actual road infrastructure.
Together, the different data types comprise the data model
that defines the objects within the database, and how the
different objects relate to one another. Since each of the
different subsystems 14 require different information about
the same stretch of roadway, the data model can be tailored to
the particular subsystems 14.

In one illustrative embodiment, all data types are based on
four basic spatial data types, but not limited to four: point,
line-string, arc-segment and polygon. The most basic spatial
type is the point, and all other spatial types are comprised of
points. All points include three-dimensional location data,
such as eitheran X, Y and Z component or latitude, longitude,
and elevation components. Line-strings are a list of points that
represent continuous line segments, and arc-segments are
line-strings that represent a section of a circle. Any arc
includes a series of points that lay on a circle, with a given
center point. A polygon is a closed line string with the first and
last points being the same.

Direction is an important component of road information.
Direction has been captured by the ordering of the points
within the spatial objects. The direction of any road object is
defined by the direction of traffic, and is captured by its spatial
representation. In other words, the first point within the object
is the first point reached while driving and the second point is
the second point reached, and so on, while moving in the
normal direction of traffic. This encoded order makes the
direction inherent in the object and removes the need to store
the direction as an attribute outside of the spatial data.

Each of the onboard subsystems 14 has specific data types
that represent the data it needs. Included with each data type
are attributes that identify other non-spatial properties. To
simplify the objects within the database, their non-spatial
attributes are illustratively specific for their spatial data type.
Within geospatial database 20, all the attribute processing is
done during the database creation process. If an attribute
changes along a spatial object, then the original object is
illustratively split into two smaller objects keeping the
attributes static.

In one illustrative embodiment, included within the line-
string based objects are attributes that can be used to recon-
struct continuous line-string segments from its parts. Using
these attributes, the original line-string can be reconstructed
from the line-string segments that were split off due to
attribute changes. Each new component line-string has an
identification (ID) number that uniquely identifies that line-
string within a unique group. All line-strings that make up a
larger line-string are part of the same group. Within geospatial
database 20, each line-string based object is uniquely identi-
fied by its group and ID within that group. Also included is a
previous ID and a next ID that are attributes which describe
how each individual line-string fits into the larger line-string,
or what the next and previous line-strings are.

FIG. 2 is a depiction of such line-string based objects. FIG.
2 shows three line-string segments 30, 32 and 34. Such seg-
ments, when joined together as shown in FIG. 2, may illus-
tratively represent a road boundary, center line, etc., with a
direction of traffic generally indicated by arrow 36. FIG. 2
also illustrates the objects 28, 31 and 33 corresponding to
segments 30, 32 and 34, with their associated attributes. The
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attributes, for example, include a segment number, an 1D, a
next line segment in the group, and a previous line segment in
the group. It can thus be seen how the line segments can be
reassembled to make one single line segment corresponding
to the segments of a single group.

A number of specific data types will now be discussed for
the previously-mentioned subsystems 14, for exemplary pur-
poses only. It will, of course, be understood that a wide variety
of other data types can be stored in geospatial database 20 as
well.

The head-up display may illustratively include a
LaneBoundary data type and a calibration mark (CalMark)
data type. The LaneBoundaries are the left and right most
limits to each individual lane and may correspond to the
painted lane markings to the right and left of a lane. The
head-up display projects the LaneBoundaries correctly so
that they overlay the actual lane markings.

The LaneBoundary object is based on the line-string spa-
tial data type. Each LaneBoundary is between two lanes, a
lane to the right and a lane to the left, where left and right is
relative to the direction of traffic. The direction property of the
LaneBoundary is captured within its attributes.

FIG. 3 illustrates a LaneBoundary object, and one illustra-
tive way that it is organized within geospatial database 20. In
one illustrative embodiment, the LaneBoundary object
includes a first entry 40 in database 20 which has an object
type identifier section 42 that identifies the object type, along
with a pair of pointer sections 44 and 46. Pointer 44 illustra-
tively contains an attributes pointer (AP) that points to a
location within geospatial database 20 that contains the
attributes 48 associated with the LaneBoundary object iden-
tified by identifier 42. Pointer 46 illustratively contains a
spatial data pointer (SDP) that points to a location within
geospatial database 20 that contains the spatial data 50 cor-
responding to the LaneBoundary object identified by identi-
fier 42. The spatial data, as discussed above, will illustratively
include X, Y and Z coordinates or longitude, latitude and
elevation coordinates, or any other coordinates that identify
the location of the particular object referred to.

The attributes 48 may also include the name and direction
of'the roadway of which the LaneBoundary is a part, wherein
the direction attribute refers to the overall compass direction
which may, for example, be included in the road name such as
the “West” in “Interstate 94 West”. This means that the object
is found in the West bound lane or lanes of Interstate 94. Of
course, it is also possible to add attributes to the object that
describe the actual lane marking applied to the roadway (e.g.,
double line, single and skip line, yellow or white colored
lines, etc.) following acceptable lane marking standards.

The head-up display subsystem 14 may also include the
CalMark object that is used during calibration of the head-up
display. Normally, these represent simple geometric figures
painted on the roadway and are based on the line-string data
type. The attributes may illustratively include a unique 1D
number and the name of the road with which it is associated
with. The CalMark object may not be needed during opera-
tion of the system.

The radar filtering subsystem 14 illustratively includes a
RoadShoulder object and a Roadlsland object, while the vir-
tual rumble strip subsystem 14 illustratively includes a Lane-
Center object. RoadShoulders are illustratively defined as the
boundary of any driveable surface which corresponds to the
edge of pavement and may correspond to any painted stripes
or physical barrier. The target filter uses this object to deter-
mine whether detected objects are on the road surface. Road-
Shoulders are based on the line-string data type and can be on
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one or both sides of the roadway, which is captured by an
attribute. Table 1 shows one embodiment of the attributes of
the RoadShoulder object.

TABLE 1

RoadShoulder

Road Name
Group
Id
Next
Previous
Direction
Side

Roadlslands are areas contained within RoadShoulders, or
within the roadway, that are not driveable surfaces. Once the
radar target filter has determined that an object is on the road,
or between the RoadShoulders, then the filter compares the
location of the detected object against Roadlslands to deter-
mine whether the object is located within a Roadlsland, and
thus can be ignored. Table 2 shows illustrative attributes of the
Roadlsland object.

TABLE 2

RoadIsland

Road Name
Id

LaneCenters are defined as the midpoint between the
LaneBoundaries of the lane. The virtual rumble strip com-
putes a lateral offset from the LaneCenter to be used for
determining when to oscillate the steering wheel for undes-
ired lane departure. The individual segments of a LaneCenter
object can, for example, either be a straight line or a section of
a circle. Each LaneCenter object captures the properties of a
single lane, including direction and speed limit. Table 3 illus-
trates attributes of a LaneCenter object.

TABLE 3

LaneCenter

Road Name
Lane
Group
Id
Next
Previous
Direction
Speed

It can be seen that, within the attributes for the LaneCenter
object, there is a unique lane number that is the same number
used within the LaneBoundaries, and there are also left and
right attributes.

Warnings of lane departure such as the use of steering
wheel vibrations or oscillations can also be determined by
other more complex algorithms, such as the Time to Lane
Crossing (TLC) approach, where parameters used in the algo-
rithm are determined from the vehicle’s speed, position and
orientation relative to the LaneCenter, or relative to the Road-
Shoulder, or relative to the Lane Boundaries attribute, or
relative to any new attribute or one identified relative to these,
and from the steering wheel or steered wheel angle.

It should also be noted that many other objects could also
be used. For example, such objects can be representative of
mailboxes, jersey barriers, guard rails, bridge abutments, tun-
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nel walls, ground plane and ceiling, curbs, curb cutouts, fire
hydrants, light posts, traffic signal posts, sign and sign posts,
pavement edge, dropoff and other structures adjacent to the
road or pathway, as needed. Furthermore, each object may
have a drawing attribute or set of attributes that describe how
to draw it in a display. These objects may be produced from
sensor inputs or from calculations based on sensor inputs.

Of course, it should also be noted that these data types are
specific to vehicles traveling on roads. Other data types will
be used in other applications such as aircraft or other vehicles
traveling on an airport tarmac or in the air, vehicles travelling
on or under the water, construction equipment, snowmobiles,
orany of the other applications mentioned in the incorporated
references.

It will be appreciated from the description of subsystems
14, that each of them needs to continually update the geospa-
tial database information received from system 10 to accom-
modate vehicle motion. As vehicle 12 moves, the field of view
of'each subsystem 14 changes and the information previously
retrieved from geospatial database 20 is no longer valid.

In database management system 10, database manager 22
and query processor 24 work together to provide access to the
road information stored within geospatial database 20. Data-
base manager 22 maintains the database and is a gateway to
query processor 24.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram that better illustrates the operation
of the system. When database manager 22 is first initialized,
it loads database 20 (from a CD, DVD, hard disk, wireless
connection to server, etc.) into solid state memory. Of course,
it should be noted that, where database 20 is extremely large,
database manager 22 can simply load a relevant portion of the
database into solid state memory, such as a portion of the
database corresponding to a 50 mile radius around a current
geographic location. Loading the database into memory is
indicated by block 60 in FIG. 4. It should also be noted that the
Database Manager can unload unused portions and load new
portions as the location of the queries change. This is exem-
plified by block 65 in FIG. 4.

Database manager 22 then initializes communication with
subsystems 14. This is indicated by block 62. Database man-
ager 22 then simply waits for a query 16 to arrive from
subsystem 14.

In generating a query 16, each of the subsystems 14 pro-
vide a predefined query structure. The query structure illus-
tratively contains a query polygon and a character string
describing the desired object types with desired attributes or
attribute ranges. The query polygon is the area of interest
(such as the area around or in front of vehicle 12) to the
particular subsystem generating the query. Database manager
22 receives the query as indicated by block 64 and places the
query in a query queue as indicated by block 66. When query
processor 24 is ready to process the next query, it retrieves a
query from the query queue as indicated by block 68, and
parses the query into its component parts, as indicated by
block 70.

FIG. 4 will now be described in conjunction with FIGS. 5
and 6. The dashed lines in FIG. 6 indicate possible search
routes. FIG. 5 illustrates a first portion of the query process-
ing.

Database manager 22 maintains the database by subdivid-
ing it into tiles, or buckets, such as tiles 71-78 illustrated in
FIG. 5. Of course, database 20 will illustratively be divided
into a very large number of tiles and only 8 are shown in FIG.
5 for the sake of simplicity. A tile is the smallest portion of the
database that can be dynamically loaded or unleaded to
extend the database as needed at run time. The tiles are listed
in a tile list, such as list 80 shown in FIG. 6. Tile list 80
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includes a list of the tiles, and their associated spatial bound-
aries (the spatial or geographic area which they cover).

Within each of the tiles are separate homogeneous object
lists. That is, each list within a tile only contains objects of the
same object type. This is shown in FIG. 6, for example, as the
LaneCenter list, the LaneBoundary list, and the RoadShoul-
der list for tile 73. In other words, the LaneCenter list lists all
of the LaneCenter objects contained in, or intersecting, the
geographic area defined by tile 73. The LaneBoundary list
lists all of the LaneBoundary objects found in, or intersecting,
the geographic area defined by tile 73 and so on.

When query processor 24 retrieves a query from the query
queue, it examines the query polygon 81 defined by the par-
ticular subsystem 14 that generated the query. Recall that the
query polygon 81 is a polygon of interest to the subsystem.
Query processor 24 first examines tile list 80 to determine
which of the tiles 71-78 the query polygon 81 intersects. This
is indicated by block 82 in FIG. 4.

The method of determining whether the query polygon 81
intersects any of the tiles 71-78 is diagrammatically illus-
trated in FIG. 5 as well. FIG. 5 shows that query polygon 81
intersects tiles 73, 74, 75 and 76.

Once the intersecting tiles have been identified, query pro-
cessor 24 then queries the intersecting tiles 73-76 by identi-
fying object lists in the intersecting tiles that contain object
types specified by the object list in the query 16 generated by
the subsystem 14. This is indicated by block 84 in FIG. 4. In
one example, query processor 24 identifies the tiles that con-
tain desired objects by simply doing a string compare
between the object list in the query 16 and the objects in the
intersecting tiles. This is indicated by block 85 in FIG. 4.

Once query processor 24 has identified objects within an
intersecting tile that meet the attributes specified in the query
16, query processor 24 then determines whether any of those
specific objects intersect with the query polygon 81. This is
indicated by block 86 in FIG. 4.

Having now identified particular objects which not only
intersect the query polygon 81, but which are also desired
object types (desired by the subsystem 14 that generated the
query 16) query processor 24 tabulates the results and passes
them back to database manager 22. Database manager 22, in
turn, passes query results 18 back to the subsystem 14 for
processing by that subsystem. This is indicated by block 86 in
FIG. 4.

It can be seen that the present invention only needs to do a
small number of initial intersection calculations in determin-
ing which tiles intersect the query polygon. This yields lists of
objects in the same general vicinity as the query polygon.
Then, by doing a simple string compare against the object
lists, the present system identifies objects of interest in the
same general vicinity as the query polygon before doing
intersection computations on any of the individual objects.
Thus, the intersection computations are only performed for
objects of interest that have already been identified as being
close to the query polygon. This drastically reduces the num-
ber of intersection computations which are required. This
greatly enhances the processing speed used in identifying
intersecting objects having desired object types.

In one illustrative embodiment, the operation of the data-
base manager 22 and query processor 24 was programmed in
the C computer language with function calls simplified by
using only pointers as illustrated with respect to FIG. 3, such
that no large structures or arrays are passed through the func-
tions. The specific query processing routines are known and
are taught, for example, in Computational Geometry In C,
written by Joseph O’Rourke, Cambridge University Press,
Second Edition, September 1998. The main processing rou-
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tines are point-in-polygon and line-line intersection routines.
In the routines, a line-string intersects a polygon if any of the
line-string’s points are contained within the polygon, or if any
segment of the line-string, defined by two consecutive points,
intersects any edge of the polygon. The polygon-polygon
intersection is the same as a line-string-polygon intersection.
An arc-segment is treated as if it were a line-string. Even
though an arc-segment can be described by its radius, start
and end points, within a database it is represented as having
interior points for query processing.

In order to further enhance the speed of the query process,
no clipping or merging is performed on the results. Objects
that intersect the query polygon are returned whole. Although
the preferred embodiment makes no attempt to return only the
part of the object that is within the query polygon, or merge
together similar objects, this could be done in other embodi-
ments given fast enough processors or adequate time.

The size or shape of the tiles within geospatial database 20
can vary with application. In general, smaller tile sizes pro-
duce a larger number of objects, but with a smaller average
number of objects per tile. Also, larger tiles have a smaller
number of objects but a larger average number of objects per
tile. It has been observed that, as tile size increases, query
times to the database also increase. This increase in query
time is due to the fact that larger tiles contain more objects and
during query processing, all relevant objects must be checked
against the query polygon. It is also observed that the query
time begins to increase again as the tile size is reduced below
approximately 1000 square meters. The increase in query
time as the tile size decreases is from the overhead ot handling
more tiles. As the tile size decreases, the number of tiles that
intersect the query polygon increases. It was observed that,
for the head up display and target filter subsystems, the mini-
mum mean query time was observed for tiles being 1000
square meters. For the virtual rumble strip, the database hav-
ing tiles of 2000 square meters performed best. However, it is
believed that optimum tile size in the database will be
between approximately 500-6000 square meters, and may
illustratively be between 500-4000 square meters and may
still further be between 500-2000 square meters and may be
approximately 1000 square meters to obtain a best overall
performance.

Ithas also been observed that increasing the size of a query
polygon does not significantly affect the time to process that
query. Thus, as query processing needs to be reduced to free
up processing time, the query polygon may be increased in
size with little effect in query processing time.

It should also be noted that tile size in the present invention
can be varied based on information density. In other words, in
rural areas, there are very few items contained in the geospa-
tial database, other than road boundaries and center lines.
However, in urban areas, there may be a wide variety of center
islands, curbs, and other objects that must be contained in the
geospatial database at a greater density. In that case, the
database can be tiled based on content (e.g., based on the
amount of objects on the road).

It should also be noted that a known algorithm (the Dou-
glas-Peucker Algorithm set outin D. Douglas and P. Peucker,
Algorithms for the Reduction of the Number of Points
Required to Represent a Digitized Line or Its Character, the
Canadian Cartographer, 10(2):112-122, Dec. 1973) was used
to remove unwanted vertices from a list of points within a
given tolerance.

Further, the tiles or buckets described herein are but one
exemplary way to aggregate data in space. For example, a
quadtree system can be used as well, which recursively sub-
divides space. Other known techniques can also be used.
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The exemplary database management system can return
query results using real time processing. Thus, the system can
provide an output (query results) to subsystems for collision
detection and for lane-level guidance in real time. By “real
time” it is meant that the query must be returned in sufficient
time to adequately operate the host vehicle on which it is
contained. In one illustrative embodiment, such as an auto-
mobile, real time requires query processing (i.e., returning the
query results from the time the query was received) to occur
in less than 0.1 seconds (100 milliseconds) and 50 ms may be
even more desirable. The exemplary system has been
observed to return query results, no worse than a time of
approximately 12 milliseconds, well below the numbers
above.

Highly detailed and accurate digital road databases are
needed for advanced driver assistive systems such as head-up
displays, and lane departure warning systems and other sub-
systems discussed above. All major public roads have lane
markings applied to them on a regular basis. The location of
the lane markers is one of the most important ‘pieces’ of
information about the road required by drivers to drive safely.
Therefore, a road database must contain the digital objects
that represent the accurate location of the applied lane mark-
ings that define the lanes within the road. None of the cur-
rently available digital maps or databases contain this infor-
mation, because no one collects this type of information.
Photogrammetric methods using aircraft, and including
LIDAR systems (laser based ranging systems), are signifi-
cantly more expensive than the present invention and require
significant post-processing of the results.

The applied lane markings are key to how a driver main-
tains lateral position on the road. Without lane markings,
drivers may make inappropriate judgements about their lat-
eral position on the road. Other road related information, such
as the location of the road shoulder, traffic islands, or “road
furniture”, are also important to safety (and also to transpor-
tation asset management systems needed to manage and
maintain these objects) and should also be contained within
the same road database.

Therefore, the present invention focuses on the capture and
storage of the geospatial relationships that represent features
on, or adjacent to, the road that are important for safe driving
and collision avoidance.

The present invention can be implemented in any of a
variety of ways, and will be described herein with respect to
three exemplary embodiments which facilitate the creation of
digital road databases; two methods of road geometry digiti-
zation, and an additional method of digitizing “road furni-
ture”. Of course, others can be used. One embodiment uses
the typical paint striping (or tape laying or other lane marking
application technique) machine to digitize the lane markings
as the lane markings are applied or re-applied to the road
surface. Such machines have one or more applicators to apply
paint, tape, or other lane markers to the road surface. A second
embodiment digitizes the existing lane markings (and other
relevant road geometry), using a digital camera and real time
image processing software. Another embodiment uses scan-
ning range sensors and object recognition software to simul-
taneously capture and accurately digitize stationary “road
furniture” adjacent to the road, such as signs and guard rails.
This system can be used alone or together with either or both
of the other two embodiments.

While a variety of positioning systems could be used, all
three embodiments described herein use high accuracy (on
the order of centimeters) differential GPS as a reference when
digitizing the road geometry. Differential GPS, or DGPS, is a
real time method of continuously (with delays less than 2

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

seconds) correcting for errors arising from signal distortions
due to the transmission of signals through the ionosphere and
troposphere, errors arising from satellite orbital errors and
errors arising from the errors of the satellite’s atomic clock.
Such DGPS systems typically use what is called a dual fre-
quency GPS receiver, which has been commercially available
since 1999. Of course, in the future, such corrections may not
be needed, because technology on new satellites or in the
receivers may allow the acquisition of sufficiently accurate
position data.

In any case, using current technology, corrections may be
made based on several available approaches, which are not
intended to limit the present invention. Approaches include
locally fixed GPS receivers that measure errors directly and
broadcast them locally, or systems that calculate local errors
based on information received from a network of GPS receiv-
ers and then compute a network wide correction before trans-
mitting the locally valid corrections (via ground based trans-
mitter or satellite based transmission). This latter approach
reduces the number of fixed receivers that are needed to
determine the corrections.

The use of DGPS as a reference signal, along with real time
data collection and processing, allows each system to collect
data in real time as the vehicle travels along the road. The
present invention produces a highly detailed and spatially
accurate digital representation of the lane markings, or other
road geometry, in a global or local coordinate system.
Embodiments of the present invention yield results which can
create or augment existing digital maps containing road net-
works. All three embodiments described herein can be inde-
pendent of each other, but can be used simultaneously on the
same vehicle with a single DGPS unit as a reference.

A first embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, uses a paint strip-
ing machine 700, and is highly suitable for database creation
because paint striping machine 700 actually paints the lane
markings on the road and is used to repaint sections on a
regular basis. Machine 700 is illustratively a vehicle 701 with
a DGPS antenna 702, a paint stripping nozzle 704 and a
DGPS receiver 706. Vehicle 701 travels along the road acti-
vating spray 704 intermittently to paint stripes on the road. By
using such machines, one can capture the location of the lane
marking directly. This produces high accuracy data that can
be frequently updated with relatively little additional
expense. The latest paint striping machines 700 can cost so
much that the expense of additional road digitizing instru-
mentation on such machines is relatively small.

One method of data collection using paint striping machine
700 is to mount DGPS antenna 702 directly above spray head
(or nozzle) 704, as seen in FIG. 7. DGPS antenna 702 is
placed high enough that signals received from satellites in the
sky are not obstructed by the cab of paint striping machine
700 and that DGPS antenna 702 has a clear “view” of the sky.
As spray head 704, or the entire vehicle 701 moves, the
position determined by DGPS receiver 706 will correspond to
the applied paint stripe, given the addition of a correction to
account for any lateral and vertical displacement of the
antenna from the paint spraying nozzle 704 and height offset
of the nozzle from the road surface.

However, this embodiment of the present invention may
not be most desired for some circumstances. Some paint
striper machines mount the spray heads 704 underneath a
control booth at the rear of the machine, which makes mount-
ing a DPGS antenna 702 above the spray head 704 unfeasible.
Also, it can be advantageous to use a single DGPS unit as a
reference for multiple spray heads 704 in simultaneous use.
FIG. 8. illustrates an embodiment utilizing multiple spray
heads 704 and 802 with a single DPGS unit 702. FIG. 8 is a
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top view of vehicle 801. Note that the embodiment includes
dual spray heads, 704 and 802, and DGPS antenna 702.

When DGPS antenna 702 is not directly attached to spray
head 704, the location of spray head 704 relative to DGPS
antenna 702 must be known at all times in order to correctly
locate the paint stripes. Linear and angular measuring devices
measure the location of spray head 704 to a fixed position on
paint striping machine 700. The relative position of spray
head 704 to the DGPS antenna 702 can be calculated, given
that the relative positions of the DGPS antenna 702 and spray
head 704 are known. Distance 804 is the distance spray heads
704 and 802 are from DGPS antenna 702. Distance 806 is the
distance spray head 704 is outboard from DGPS antenna 702.
Distance 808 is the outboard distance for spray head 802. Of
course, the location measurement for spray heads 704 or 802
can be dynamic, the measurement being updated in real time
as the operator moves the spray heads 704 or 802 to paint at
different heights or inboard/outboard offsets.

A second embodiment of the present invention is shown in
FIG. 9 and is a method and system for digitizing lane mark-
ings and uses a digital camera 902 and image processing
software. A digital camera, which may be an infrared-sensi-
tive digital camera, 902 is mounted on a vehicle 900 at a
known location relative to the DGPS antenna 702, looking
down at pavement 906. The camera mount design and the
camera’s field of view 910 are such that the lane marking or
pavement 906 is in the camera’s field of view 910. Digital
camera 902 illustratively has a wide enough field of view 910
that the driver need not worry about maintaining a highly
accurate position over the paint stripe while driving vehicle
900. Image processing software then finds and digitizes any
and all of the lane markings “seen” within the continuous
image frames taken by digital camera 902. The position of the
lane markings is determined given dimensions and calibra-
tion parameters of the camera pixels relative to lateral dis-
tance on the road surface and the position of digital camera
902 relative to DGPS antenna 702.

A third embodiment of the invention, is an additional pro-
cess that can be added to either or both of the two previous
methods. This technique is used to digitize the “road furni-
ture” and the pavement edge and curbs. This embodiment is
described with reference to FIG. 10 and references all mea-
surements to DGPS antenna 702 installed on vehicle 1000.

FIG. 10 shows vehicle 1000 on a roadway 1003 adjacent to
a plurality of objects (such as posts 1005 and 1010). Object
detection is performed by a single or multiple scanning range
sensors 1002, such as laser range finders or LIDAR, that are
scanning to either or both sides of the vehicle 1000 as the
vehicle moves. As range sensor 1002 scans an area, sensor
analysis software creates a profile of the distances from the
sensor to the objects in its field. This profile can be stored and
processed to find recognizable objects (based on known tem-
plates, for example), or simply to record ‘objects’ that are
close to the road and that might be dangerous (even if they are
unidentifiable and labeled as unknown, this is described in
greater detail with respect to FIGS. 10, 11, and 12). Using
object recognition and pattern matching algorithms within
the sensor analysis software, the “road furniture” can be
detected and digitized from a single scan, or multiple scans, of
range sensor(s) 1002. Range sensors 1002 can scan along a
vertical plane or horizontal plane, or both. The illustrative
embodiment is to use both a horizontal scan 1004 and vertical
scan 1006. This process can be implemented simultaneously
with the digitization of the road (i.e. lane markings) as in
either of the other two embodiments.

It is important to note that FIGS. 10, 11, and 12 each
represent a single moment in time. As the vehicle travels
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down the road, it collects many such moments. One function
of the sensor analysis software is to link these moments
together into a representation of the road and its surroundings.

FIG. 10. illustrates digitizing “road furniture” and road
geometry using scanning range sensors 1002 on a moving
vehicle 1000 (top view). Note that in this cross-section, hori-
zontal scanning plane 1004 is below traffic sign 1008, but still
captures post 1010 that supports sign 1008. There may be
more than one scanning range sensor 1002 on each vehicle
1000. Thus, vertical scan 1006 picks up the sign 1008 as
vehicle 1000 passes sign 1008. Road furniture 1005 is cap-
tured in the same scan.

FIG. 11. illustrates the horizontal scan 1004 results at one
instant in time of FIG. 10 (vehicle not shown). Note that the
measured distances 1102 and angles 1104 from the reference
point of DGPS antenna 702 are all detected from the signal
from the scanning sensors 1002. Objects in field have differ-
ent shapes. Scans provide data on object shape and, from the
shape/profile, the object reference location is determined as
distance 1102 and angle 1104.

FIG. 12. illustrates scan results from the vertical scan plane
1006 shown in FIG. 10. FIG. 12 depicts a front or rear view of
vehicle 1000 as it moves along the road (into or out of the
page). Note that distance 1202 and angle 1204 measured with
reference to DGPS antenna 702 are all detectable from the
signal from sensors 1002.

Itcan be seen from the above discussion that it may be most
cost effective to use a paint striping machine 700 or the
machine that applies lane markings (using other marking
materials such as tape) for road data collection. This elimi-
nates the need to have an additional vehicle passing over the
road at a later date to collect the data. Furthermore, the same
data can be used to help guide or automate the lane marking
system when it re-applies the lane marking. However, the
second embodiment of capturing data may be desired when a
geospatial database is needed and lane markings are already
located on the road or when a lane marking machine is not
available. In this case, the road data collection instruments
may be attached to any vehicle traveling the road.

To further describe aspects of the present invention, FIG.
13 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a system for high
accuracy road infrastructure digitization for use in high accu-
racy digital geospatial databases of roads in accordance with
one embodiment of the present invention. A system 1300
includes a geospatial database 20, a database manager 22, and
a database developer 1302. Database developer 1302 is
attached, directly or indirectly, to a plurality of sensors
including DGPS receiver 702, digital camera 902, and/or
scanning range sensor 1002. Database developer 1302 uses
data from the plurality of sensors to augment or update
geospatial database 20. Database manager 22 can also be
attached to other sensors 1310 or a Driver Assist Subsystem
which is not a component of the system in this embodiment of
the invention.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled in the art
will recognize that changes may be made in form and detail
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.

Two additional applications for the exemplary system will
be mentioned at this time. These methods may be used alone
or in combination with each other.

Another application of the geospatial database is a road
user charging system, where location in a particular lane is
charged at a higher or lower rate depending on the time and
location of the vehicle, or the type of vehicle.

Yet another application is road user management system in
which a transportation department or other agency maintains
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accurate and timely data on all roads and objects located
adjacent to the roads (such as signs, light poles, guard rails,
traffic signals, etc.) as to their quality, time of construction,
reflectivity or markings and signs, quality of pavement such
as cracks, nature of signs, etc.

What is claimed is:

1. A geospatial database generation system (GDGS),
mounted on a host vehicle, generating geospatial data relating
to travel paths having one or more lanes, comprising:

adatabase developer component including a lane level data

system configured to receive sensor inputs from a plu-
rality of sensors mounted on the host vehicle including a
location sensor input indicating a location of the host
vehicle in three-dimensional space, and to develop data
elements in the geospatial database based on the inputs,
the data elements being indicative of objects and a loca-
tion of the objects in three dimensional space, the objects
having a lane-level resolution, wherein the plurality of
sensors includes an object sensor configured to sense an
object, and wherein the database developer component
is configured to generate the data elements from the
sensor inputs from the plurality of sensors as data
objects having an attribute portion and a spatial data
portion, the attribute portion including attributes indica-
tive of the data object and the spatial data portion includ-
ing data indicative of the location of the object in three
dimensional space.

2. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the lane level data system
generates the data elements such that the location has an
accuracy of at least one decimeter.

3. The GDGS of claim 1, further comprising a Differential
GPS (DGPS) receiver configured to generate the location
sensor input.

4. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the host vehicle is a lane
marking machine configured to mark the one or more lanes
along the travel path.

5. The GDGS of claim 4, wherein the lane marking
machine has an applicator device that applies a marking mate-
rial to mark the one or more lanes.

6. The GDGS of claim 5, wherein the object sensor
includes an actuation sensor sensing actuation of the applica-
tor device.

7. The GDGS of claim 5, wherein the location sensor is
mounted on the applicator device to sense a location of the
applicator device in three dimensional space.

8. The GDGS of claim 5, wherein the lane marking
machine has a plurality of applicator devices that apply mark-
ing material at a plurality of locations along the travel path.

9. The GDGS of claim 8, location sensor further compris-
ing a plurality of location sensors each mounted on one of the
applicator devices.

10. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the object sensor
includes a digital camera.

11. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the object sensor
includes a scanning range sensor.

12. The GDGS of claim 1, further comprising a location
sensor configured to generate the location sensor input,
wherein the location sensor is spatially offset from the object
sensor and wherein the database developer accounts for the
offset in generating the data elements.

13. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the plurality of sensors
includes a plurality of object sensors for sensing objects.

14. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the sensor inputs
include a LaneBoundary object representative of a roadway
lane boundary.
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15. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the sensor inputs
include a RoadShoulder object representative of a roadway
shoulder.

16. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the sensor inputs
include a Roadlsland object representative of a roadway
island.

17. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the sensor inputs
include a LaneCenter object representative of a roadway lane
center.

18. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein the sensor inputs
include objects representative of structures adjacent to the
travel paths.

19. The GDGS of claim 18, wherein the sensor inputs are
representative of one or more of mailboxes, jersey barriers,
guard rails, bridge abutments, tunnel walls, ground plane and
ceiling, curbs, curb cutouts, fire hydrants, light posts, traffic
signal posts, sign and sign posts, pavement edge, drop-off,
and other of the structures adjacent to the travel paths.

20. The GDGS of claim 1, wherein one or more of the
sensor inputs are calculated from one or more other of the
sensor inputs.

21. A geospatial database generation system (GDGS),
mounted on a host vehicle, generating geospatial data relating
to travel paths having one or more lanes, comprising:

a database developer component including a lane level data
system configured to receive sensor inputs from a plu-
rality of sensors mounted on the host vehicle including a
location sensor input from a location sensor indicating a
location of the host vehicle in three-dimensional space,
and to develop data elements in the geospatial database
based on the inputs, the data elements being indicative of
objects and a location of the objects in thee dimensional
space, the objects having a lane-level resolution,
wherein the plurality of sensors includes an object sen-
sor configured to sense an object, and wherein the loca-
tion sensor is spatially offset from the object sensor and
wherein the database developer accounts for the offset in
generating the data elements.

22. The GDGS of claim 21, wherein the host vehicle is a
lane marking machine configured to mark the one or more
lanes along the travel path.

23. The GDGS of claim 21, wherein the object sensor
includes a digital camera.

24. The GDGS of claim 21, wherein the object sensor
includes a scanning range sensor.

25. The GDGS of claim 21, wherein the database developer
component is configured to generate the data elements from
the sensor inputs from the plurality of sensors as data objects
having an attribute portion and a spatial data portion, the
attribute portion including attributes indicative of the data
object and the spatial data portion including data indicative of
the location of the object in three dimensional space.

26. The GDGS of claim 25, wherein the sensor inputs
include a LaneBoundary object representative of a roadway
lane boundary.

27. The GDGS of claim 25, wherein the sensor inputs
include a LaneCenter object representative of a roadway lane
center.

28. The GDGS of claim 25, wherein the sensor inputs
include objects representative of structures adjacent to the
travel paths.

29. A geospatial database generation system (GDGS),
mounted on a host vehicle, generating geospatial data relating
to travel paths having one or more lanes, comprising:

a database developer component including a lane level data

system configured to receive sensor inputs from a plu-
rality of sensors mounted on the host vehicle including a
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location sensor input from a location sensor indicating a
location of the host vehicle in three-dimensional space,
and to develop data elements in the geospatial database
based on the inputs, the data elements being indicative of
objects and a location of the objects in three dimensional
space, the objects having a lane-level resolution,
wherein the plurality of sensors includes an object sen-
sor configured to sense an object, and wherein the data-
base developer component is configured to generate the
data elements from the sensor inputs from the plurality
of'sensors as data objects having an attribute portion and
a spatial data portion, the attribute portion including
attributes indicative of the data object and the spatial
data portion including data indicative of the location of
the object in three dimensional space.
30. The GDGS of claim 29, wherein the host vehicle is a
lane marking machine configured to mark the one or more
lanes along the travel path.
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31. The GDGS of claim 29, wherein the object sensor
includes a digital camera.

32. The GDGS of claim 29, wherein the object sensor
includes a scanning range sensor.

33. The GDGS of claim 29, wherein the location sensor is
spatially offset from the object sensor and wherein the data-
base developer accounts for the offset in generating the data
elements.

34. The GDGS of claim 29, wherein the sensor inputs
include a LaneBoundary object representative of a roadway
lane boundary.

35. The GDGS of claim 29, wherein the sensor inputs
include a LaneCenter object representative of a roadway lane
center.
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